Dear parents, students and teachers,

     Getting ready for a new school year can be a stressful time.  From making sure your children have all of the supplies they need to how they will manage their classes, anxiety and stress can become overwhelming for everyone involved.  Add in the stress and anxiety of a global pandemic, you might be left wondering how you will make it through the school year.  

     While this time of year and the unprecedented circumstances are undoubtedly weighing on you, remember that God has everything under control and we must trust in Him!  Proverbs 3:5 reads, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding."  I thank God for this verse.  After five months of wrestling, fretting, and worrying about the virus, I have realized that I need to trust in the Lord with all my heart.  

     The next verse says, "In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your path straight."  So, if we put the Lord at the center of what we do, God will make a way.  If we come before Him in humility and simply say, "Lord, I'm trying here.  I'm doing my best.  But, you have got to take this.  You have got to lead in this," then the Bible promises us that God will make our paths straight. We all need to hear this right now because every parent and teacher that I know feels like they are the tennis ball in the final match of Wimbledon.

     Romans 8:38-39 tells us, "I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God's love.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow--not even the powers of hell can separate us from God's Love.  No power in the sky above or in the earth below--indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love that is revealed in Christ Jesus or Lord."

     Parents, you are deeply loved by God. Students, you are deeply loved by God. Teachers, you are deeply loved by God.  

In Christ,  Pastor Andy
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   Union Cross

      Baptist News

 
September Sermon Series

Building a Solid 
Faith Foundation


Come to the Table, its Dinner Time

I read that the average American family eats out about five times a week and many have given up the dining table in place of a quick meal at the kitchen counter or island.  Just a word of encouragement, try not to fall into that description. Plan a family meal as often as possible because a family meal is the simplest way to share family life.  Professionals say that the family meal “contributes to each family member’s physical, mental and social well-being”.  In Exodus 24 (24:9-11) you can read about Moses, his brother Aaron, Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu and 70 elders going to meet with God and the passage says “they saw God and they ate and drank”.  I imagine that meal was a pretty good memory to carry through life. How often do you read about food related items in the Bible (bread, eating, dining, wine, grain, fig trees, olive trees, feasting, fish, etc.)? Maybe it’s mentioned a lot because it’s important.  In III John, the apostle John wrote to his friend Gaius (1:13-14) “I have much to write to you (text, email) but I do not want to do so with pen and ink.  I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face” and similarly in II John (1:13) “I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink.  Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete”.   Today I just want to encourage you to cook a family favorite, call the family to the table and enjoy a meal “face to face”, with no electronics allowed - we never know how long we will be together.  

Peace,  Kent


Join Lilly Weavil’s Team!  Please come out and help support Lilly and her family!  Money raised will go toward all the expenses of Lilly’s brain surgery. September 19th, 3pm – 9pm at Zane’s Clodbuster Farm. There will be music, food, cold beverages, corn hole tournament, prizes & a 50/50 raffle.
New Addresses

 Mike & Jerry Sexton, 610 Pomegranate Circle, Harker Heights, TX  76548

Scott & Cindy Clark, 520 Sedge Garden Road, Kernersville, NC  27284

	          
Prayer Concerns: Joan Honeycutt, Ralph & Ruth Hedgecock, Whitney Russell (Edna Bond’s granddaughter) Bob & Bettie Spencer, Nancy Vanhoy, and Tim VonCannon.  Also, please pray for Lilly Weavil. She is having brain surgery to help control her seizures. The surgery is scheduled for September 1st at Duke Hospital.

We would like to thank the church for the beautiful cards and delicious food that have been sent to us and appreciate everything the church has done for us.  We love our church family and are very grateful for the love that you show us.  Love, Ralph and Ruth Hedgecock
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Women on Mission continue to meet monthly by email with our last meeting held on August 1.

AUGUST WOM ACTIVITIES: 
· Hospice Ministry Note:  Ann is thankful for your donations to this ministry which allows deliveries to both Hospice homes. 
· We voted and approved sending $300 from WOM funds to the Baptist Children’s Home to purchase new clothes, coat, school supplies, lab fees, and special activity expenses for one child.   Additionally, some of the WOM ladies sent cards of encouragement for the resident kids. 
· Approval was also given to sending a $150 check from WOM funds to the Mercy and Grace Ministries to assist with their ongoing mission work.  (This is the group Jean Foster traveled with to Honduras last year.)

· Approval was also given to providing Lilly Weavil’s family some assistance with expenses incurred during their stay at Duke Hospital while she undergoes her surgery.  Our gift of love using WOM funds in the amount of $350 was given to them.   

SEPTEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· Once again I must tell you how blessed WOM continues to be with monetary donations.  Without this support, we would not be able to continue our mission outreach ministry.               
· With the local fair being cancelled this year, we, of course, will not be participating in the fair ministry through the PMBA as we have done for the past several years. 
· Since the Baptist Children’s Home Annual Food Roundup was moved from April to September that will be our main mission project for September.  We will be emphasizing donations of paper products, canned fruits, hamburger helper and strawberry jelly.  Your donations may be dropped off at church in the baskets provided outside of Teresa’s office.
· Special Note:  Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes already, just unbelievable!  Start gathering your shoebox gifts now for promotion and collection during October. Next month’s newsletter will provide more details!  
With influx of natural disasters recently along with the C-19 virus seriousness accompanied with fear and restrictions, we could just say we are suspending our mission work until things improve. BUT what better way to express our faith, concern and love for others than through our ongoing mission projects.  God has provided paths of opportunities and we must continue to follow them as UNION CROSS REACHES OUT TO SHOW HIS LOVE.

September Birthdays 
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