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Background: 
Part 1



•Share what your impressions of 
The Revelation
•What do you think of when you 

hear/read The Revelation?
•How well do you know the book of 

The Revelation?
•Why are you taking this study?
•What do you want from this 

study?



Let’s begin…



Seven Reasons to Study Revelation
1. It’s in the Bible – Enough said
2. Learn our Bibles – The study of Revelation will 

teach us vastly more about the rest of the Bible
3. Biblical Theology – It takes themes within the 

Bible and brings them to the crescendo
4. Blessing (and Warning) – See 1:3 (and 22:18,19)
5. The Challenge – It will stretch, test, and enlarge 

you
6. It is FUN – No matter what your perspective is – it 

will greatly increase your desire to read more 
Scripture

7. Jesus – It is entirely Christ-centered. Enough said



One thing I’ve 
learned is…



God loves layers, 
He made so many of 

them
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What does it all mean?



1







2

















William Jennings Bryant
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A-N

O-Z







Ounce 

Abbreviated  – oz. or Oz
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Property of
L. Frank Baum

Frank Morgan



God loves layers, 
He made so many of 

them



















Layers of Revelation
•Apocalyptical
•Biblical
•Covenantal
•Ethical/Practical
•Historical
•Symbolical
•Liturgical
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Layers of Revelation

•Apocalyptical
•Biblical
•Covenantal
•Ethical/Practical
•Historical
•Symbolical
•Liturgical



•Apocalyptic literature 
• Dreams
• Visions
• Fantastical beasts, creatures
• Colors
• Number games
• Cyclical (chiastic)

• First century AD Jews loved this genre
• Sibylline Oracles
• I Enoch
• 2 Baruch

 



Visions, dreams







Beasts, 
Creatures





• Horses
• Lamb
• Ox
• Lion
• Bear
• Leopard
• Scorpions
• Frogs
• Eagles
• Vultures
• Serpents
• Dragons



Colors



•Red
•Scarlet
•Yellow
•Green 
•Purple
•Black
•White



Numbers



Numbers
•3
•4
•7 (used 54 times)

•10
•12
•666
•1,000
•1,260



Numbers











Cyclical



God also loves 
cycles, 

He made a lot of 
them, too





God tells stories that are in 
cycles



Some recurring cycles

• The 
Creation/Fall/Decline/Judgment/Re-
creation Cycle
• The 7-Day Theme
• The Father v. Son/Brother v. brother/ 

Intermarriage of believer-unbeliever 
pattern
• The Exodus 





The Creation-Fall Cycle

•Cycle #1
• Creation – Gen. 1, 2
• Fall – Gen. 3
• Decline – Gen. 6
• Judgment – Gen.7-9
• Re-Creation – Gen. 9



•Cycle #2
•Creation – Gen. 10
•Fall – Gen. 10
•Decline – Gen. 10
• Judgment – Gen. 10
•Re-Creation – Gen. 11



•Cycle #3
•Creation – Gen. 12 to Exodus
•Fall – Kadesh Barnea
•Decline – Wilderness wandering
• Judgment – Death of the Passover 

generation
•Re-Creation – Joshua



•Cycle # 4
•Creation – Conquest
•Fall – Judges 1
•Decline – Judges 2 - 21
• Judgment – Capture of the Ark
•Re-Creation – Return of the Ark



•Cycle #5
•Creation –Samuel/David
•Fall –Solomon
•Decline – Divided kingdom
• Judgment – Crises A & B
•Re-Creation – Ezra, Nehemiah



•Cycle #6
•Creation – Gen. 11-Joshua
•Fall – Solomon
•Decline – Prophets
• Judgment – Babylonian captivity
•Re-Creation – Daniel, Ezra



•Cycle #7
• Creation – Daniel, Ezra
• Fall – Crucifixion
• Decline – AD 30-70
• Judgment – Destruction of Jerusalem
• Re-Creation – Church



• In Isaiah we saw the frequent use of 
chiastic arrangements
•A new concept – a chiasm is not only 

an hourglass outline it is a 
‘concentric’ structure





Pardon the interruption, 
but it is time for…



The Distribution of The Chiastic 
Outline of The Revelation



Cyclical
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