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• There is a lot of speculation about the 
‘Beast’ and the ‘Antichrist’. The place 
to start is…



• Genesis shows us that creation is 
administered by angels who use 
animals.  The old covenant is the 
animal covenant

• Animals were made first in the Bible
• Animals were brought to Adam to be 

named
• An animal was brought to Adam to 

challenge him so he would learn
• After the fall, worship took place 

through animal sacrifices





• In Exodus animals brought salvation
• In Leviticus, food laws dealt with 

clean/unclean animals
• In Proverbs , Solomon taught with 

ants, snakes, eagles
• The cherubim have animal faces – 

eagle, bull, lion
• In Daniel, animals represent nations, 

see Daniel 6,7, 8









• Even Jesus connected wicked leaders 
to animals

Luke 13:32
”He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep 
on driving out demons and healing 
people today and tomorrow, and on the 
third day I will reach my goal.’”



• With the looming fulfillment of the Olivet 
Discourse/Revelation prophecies – we 
need a figure from the first century AD

•Do we have any likely candidates? 



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



Is there someone that fits all 
those descriptors?

YES!



The early Christians 
believed it was 
Caesar Nero



• Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus
• December 15, AD 37 – June 9, AD 68 

(30)
• Ruled Rome AD 54- AD 68
• Spouses

• Claudia Octavia
• Poppaea Sabina
• Statilia Messalina
• Sporus
• Pythagoras

• Children
• Claudia Augusta – died at 4 months





Does Nero Fit as the Beast?



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



• ‘sea’
• Gentile nations are frequently 

depicted as the heaving, unstable 
sea

• See Psalm 46:1-3,6; 65:7,8; Isaiah 
5:30; 8:6-8; 17:12, 13; 57:20,21; 
Jeremiah 6:23; 51:34-42; Ezekiel 
27:25-36;Daniel 7:3; Jonah; Luke 
21:25; Acts 10; Jude 13; Revelation 
17:15





• “… coming from the sea.”





• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



Does Nero Fit as the Beast?

• From first century Roman historians -
• Gaius Suetonius, The Twelve 

Caesars, Nero, 29:1
• Cornelius Tacitus, The Annals, 

15:44
•Philostratus, Apollonius of Tyana, 

4:38



“Moreover, in traversing more of the earth than any 
man yet has visited, I have seen hosts of Arabian and 
Indian wild beasts; but as to this wild beast, which 
many call a tyrant, I know not either how many heads 
he has, nor whether he has crooked talons and jagged 
teeth. In any case, though this monster is said to be a 
social beast and to inhabit the heart of cities, yet he is 
also much wilder and fiercer in his disposition than 
animals of the mountain and forest, that whereas you 
can sometimes tame and alter the character of lions 
and leopards by flattering them, this one is only 
roused to greater cruelty than before by those who 
stroke him, so that he rends and devours all alike.
And again there is no animal anyhow of which you can 
say that it ever devours its own mother, but Nero is 
gorged with such quarry.”

https://www.livius.org/articles/people/arabs/


• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



• Suetonius, Nero 6:2
• Tacitus, Annals 11:11
• Sibylline Oracles, 5:28-30



• “One who has fifty as an initial will be 
commander, a terrible snake, breathing out 
grievous war, who one day will lay hands on his 
own family and slay them, and throw every-thing 
into confusion, athlete, charioteer, murderer, 
one who dares ten thousand things. He will also 
cut the mountain between two seas and defile it 
with gore. But even when he disappears, he will 
be destructive. Then he will return declaring 
himself equal to God. But he will prove that he is 
not. Three princes after him will perish at each 
other’s hands.” (.5:28-35; OTP 1:393.)

• Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



• Suetonius, Nero 1:1, 2



• Ahenobarbus is a Latin name 
meaning 'bronze beard’ or ‘red-
haired’



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



• ‘resurrection’
• Tacitus, Histories 1:2, 78; 2:8
• Suetonius, Nero 57:1
• Dio Cassius, Roman History, 63:9:3; 

66:19:5



• “In the Sibylline Oracles , Book 5, 
generally dated about 80 A.D. a 
reincarnation of Nero was rumored, now 
known as the “Nero Redivivus myth”. The 
tyrant was thought not to have really died 
but instead he had escaped to remote 
Parthia, where he would amass a large 
army in anticipation of returning to Rome. - 
Stanley Paher



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – 

‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



• Nero liked to be referred by the names
• Augustus = “great, venerable, majestic”
• Sebastos = “revered, dignified, worship”
• Theos = “divine, god”

•Read II Thessalonians 2:1-4
• Suetonius, Nero 40:2; 53:1



2 Thessalonians 2:1-4
”Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, 
brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily 
unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly 
from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of 
mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the 
Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive 
you in any way, for that day will not come until the 
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He 
will oppose and will exalt himself over 
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so 
that he sets himself up in God’s temple, 
proclaiming himself to be God.”



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’





• “…ten horns and seven heads”
• Revelation 17:9-11

“This calls for a mind with wisdom. The 
seven heads are seven hills on which 
the woman sits. 10 They are also seven 
kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other 
has not yet come; but when he does 
come, he must remain for only a little 
while. 11 The beast who once was, and 
now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs 
to the seven and is going to his 
destruction.”



•7 hills of Rome
• Quirinal
• Viminal
• Esquiline
• Caelian
• Palatine
• Capitoline
• Aventine



1 2 3

4

5

6
7



• “10 kings”
• Britain
• Italy
• Gaul
• Asia
• Spain
• Africa
• Syria
• Achaia
• Germany 
• Egypt



• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’





• The Great Fire of Rome was July 18, 
19, AD 64

• By late November AD 64 Nero started 
the persecution of Christians

• He committed suicide on June 9, AD 
68

• In other words, Nero’s slaughter was 
42 months 





• Get all the features of the Beast
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘sea’
• Revelation 13:1 – ‘beast’
• Revelation 20:2 – ‘serpent’
• Revelation 17:3 – ‘red’
• Revelation 13:10, 14 – ‘resurrection’
• Revelation 13:1, 4-6; 17:3 – ‘blasphemous’
• Revelation 13:1; 17:9-14 – ‘seven heads & 

ten horns’
• Revelation 13:5 – ‘forty-two months’
• Revelation 13:18 – ‘666’



Numbers







•Revelation 13:18
“ This calls for wisdom. Let the 
person who has insight calculate the 
number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man. That number is 
666.”

• This is called ‘gematria’ 
• In the ancient world letters were also 

numbers. You know this from Roman 
numerals

• I, V, X, L, C, D
• By the way – calculate the sum above





_____ = נ•
ר• = _____
_____ = ו•
_____ = נ•
    Total = _________
_____ = ק•
 _____ = ס•
_____ = ר•



_____ = נ•
ר• = _____
_____ = ו•
_____ = נ•
    = ________  _________
_____ = ק•
 _____ = ס•
_____ = ר•





𝔓 47
Revelation 13:16-14:4





• = 600 (‘chi’) ch the first letter in 
‘Christ’

• = 60 (‘ksi’) x (note the hissing sound 
and serpent coil shape)

• = 6 (‘stigma’ – obsolete letter) st 
the initial double letter in ‘stauros’ 









𝔓 115
An interesting element of 𝔓115 is that it apparently 

gives the number of the beast in Revelation 13:18 

as 616 (chi, iota, stigma / ΧΙϚ), rather than the 
majority reading of 666 (chi, xi, stigma / ΧΞϚ)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Number_of_the_beast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iota_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stigma_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/666_(number)
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