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• Haïk-Vantoura argues that the accentual system 
preserved in the Masoretic Text was originally a 
method of recording hand signals ("chironomy") by 
which temple musicians were directed in the 
performance of music.

• Noticing the marks in the version of the Hebrew 
Bible she used to read, Vantoura affirmed she had 
read in an unnamed encyclopedia that these signs 
of cantillation dated back to antiquity and that their 
real musical meaning was lost. This, she said, 
triggered her curiosity. Working step by step, she 
made the assumption it was significant that the 
sublinear signs were never absent from the text, 
while entire verses are totally lacking supralinear 
signs. In her opinion it had to mean that the 
sublinear signs had to be "more important" than the 
supralinear ones. This conclusion formed the basis 
of her conjectures.















• The next two slides appeared in our study of 
Isaiah 48



• “Listen” is the first word in this chapter
• “Listen, hear, proclaim, announce’ are 

various renderings of this verb. It is used 
10 5 times in this chapter
• See vv.1, 5, 6 (twice), 7, 8, 12, 14, 16, 20



• The Hebrew word is ‘shama’. It does 
not permit a break/separation between 
perception and action
• If you ‘hear’ an admonition/command, 

you will obey it
• If you do not obey, then you evidently 

did not ‘hear’ it



• In 50:1, 2 God wants to keep us in a 
listening frame of mind

• The prize for listening is ‘righteousness’ 
• Understand that at justification we are 

imputed righteous
• Read Matthew 5:6 – we are to thirst for the 

rightness of our lives
• See 50:1, 5, 6, 7, 8



• The incentive to keep listening is The Lord 
is a life-giver
• If He can take a 100-year-old man and a 90-

year-old woman to create a mighty nation; 
THEN what could He do with you?

• Read Romans 4:17 



• The Lord is also a world-changer – 50:5-6
• The third incentive is - The Lord is a 

courage-giver – 50:7-8
• Read Romans 8:31; John 16:33; Philippians 

3:21



• The tone of Isaiah 51 is urgency. The 
prophet resorts to double-imperatives
• v. 4 “Listen… hear”
• v. 9 “Awake, awake! … awake”
• v. 17 “Awake, awake!”
• 52:1 “Awake, awake”
• 52:11 “Depart, depart”



• In 51:9-11 The Lord presents questions
• “Who cut up the dragons?”
• “Who dried up the ocean?”
• “Who paved the road on the bottom of the sea?”



• Isaiah “…merges pagan legend into covenant 
history to say that evils oppressing us are more 
hideous than we know, that all our hope lies in 
the Hero-God of the exodus, that our pagan story 
can become a part of His sacred story…” Ortlund, 
Isaiah, p. 343 



• This theme is picked up in the NT
• At the Cross the devil was defeated in 

humiliation – see Colossians 2:15
• Jesus destroys His spiritual enemies – I 

Corinthains 15:24, 25
• He warns us to be alert – I Peter 5:8
• He equips us for battle – Ephesians 6:10-18



• In v. 11 we see the homecoming after the 
exodus, but better. Our joy will be 
everlasting. See also Isaiah 35:10

• In vv. 12-16 we get the answer to the 
questions in vv. 9-11
• Not another double/repetition – vv. 12, 15, 16
• “Who did all the ‘ransom’ work/” 
• “I Am did it”



• There is a conversation in this chapter. It 
goes something like this
• God: “I am your God. You are My people. I will 

bless you.”
• Sinners: “But at our best, we barely believe 

You.”
• God: “True. But I will bless you.”
• Sinners: “But we don’t deserve You.”
• God; “More than you know! But I will bless 

you.”
• Sinners: “But we’re cowards. We don’t live up 

to this.”
• God: “You are. But I will bless you.”



• Sinners: “But we are so entrenched in this 
world, we will never change.”

• God: “That’s not true. But you are Zion, the 
eternal city of God. I will bless you 
accordingly, and everything will change.”



• In v. 17 we come to another recurring 
image in the Bible – ‘the cup of wrath”
• Psalm 75:8; Jeremiah 25:15, 17, 28; 51:7: 

Lamentations 4:21; Ezekiel 23:32-33; 
Habakkuk 2:16; Zechariah 12:2; Matthew 
26:42; Revelation 14:10; 16:19; 17:4; 18:6



• “Its origins may have been in the idea of 
one person’s intentionally getting another 
person drunk in order to reduce sexual 
inhibitions (cf. Habakkuk 2:15).” Oswalt, 
Isaiah, p. 576



• Now God says, that the day of 
destruction/wrath is past, and the cup is 
placed in the hands of the *‘tormentors’ 
for them to drink – v. 23

* Babylonians
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