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Abstract

With the intention of delivering free and compulsory education for all children aged 6 to 14,
especially those from marginalised areas, India's Right to Education Act (RTE) was adopted in
2009. However, questions have been made regarding the RTE's execution and ability to
accomplish its objectives. This study examines the RTE's implementation and efficiency in
ensuring that marginalised people in India have fair access to education. The study uses a mixed-
methods approach, gathering original data through interviews with important stakeholders in the
education system in addition to reviewing existing literature and policy documents. The results
indicate that although the RTE has significantly improved marginalised communities' access to
education, there are still issues and restrictions that need to be resolved. These include problems
with the availability of resources and facilities, as well as social and cultural barriers that still
limit access to education. The document emphasises the need of incorporating communities and
civil society organisations in the educational system as well as the necessity for increased
accountability and monitoring of the RTE's implementation. In order to ensure that marginalised
people in India have equitable access to education, the study's conclusion makes policy and
practise recommendations that can help to strengthen the RTE's implementation and efficacy.

Introduction

Education is universally acknowledged as a fundamental human right, and it is essential for the
social and economic advancement of any community that all people have access to it. In India,
despite several efforts to increase access to education, a sizeable minority of marginalized people
still experience difficulties getting access to high-quality education. The Right to schooling Act
(RTE), which mandates free and compulsory schooling for all children aged between 6 and 14
years, was passed by the Indian government in 2009 as a response to this problem. The RTE's
implementation and its succesThe goal of this section of the literature review is to give the reader
a comprehension of the historical background of marginalised communities' access to education
in India. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) programme and the Mid-Day Meal Scheme are only
a couple of the important laws and initiatives that have been put into place in the past to advance
educational parity. By presenting this background, the reader is better able to comprehend the
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development of Indian education policy as well as the difficulties that decision-makers have
encountered in expanding access to education for underserved areas.!

As it lays the groundwork for understanding the current condition of educational equity in India
and the function that the Right to Education Act (RTE Act) plays in fostering it, this section
serves as a foundation for the rest of the literature evaluation. It illustrates both the problems that
still need to be overcome and the success that has been done in improving marginalised
communities' access to education. The reader will benefit from this section's background
information, which will help them grasp the RTE Act's larger context and the rest of the
literature study.s in ensuring that marginalized people have fair access to education, however, are
still up for debate more than ten years after it was passed. This study attempts to evaluate the
RTE's implementation and efficiency in ensuring that marginalized people in India have fair
access to education. The project aims to identify current barriers to education access, evaluate the
application of the Act, and make recommendations for policy and practise to guarantee equal
access to education for marginalized communities through a thorough literature analysis and
stakeholder interviews.

The focus of this section of the literature review is on recent studies that have looked at the
application and efficiency of the RTE Act. This section offers a critical evaluation of significant
studies that assessed the RTE Act's influence on educational equity in India, including how well
it did in raising enrollment rates and lowering dropout rates among underserved populations.
This section also examines many points of contention and criticism about the application of the
RTE Act, such as the standard of instruction and the scant attention paid to early childhood
education. This section illustrates the accomplishments and shortfalls of the RTE Act in
advancing educational equity in India by critically reviewing the available research.

This section of the literature review provides an in-depth analysis of the main barriers that
marginalized communities in India face when trying to access education. The economic factors
that are discussed include poverty, lack of resources, and the cost of education, which can make
it difficult for families to afford school fees, uniforms, and other necessary expenses. Social and
cultural factors that impact education access, such as gender discrimination, caste-based
discrimination, and language barriers, are also explored. By identifying and examining these
barriers, this section provides a comprehensive understanding of the challenges that need to be
addressed in order to ensure equitable access to education for marginalized communities in India.
This information can be useful for policymakers and educators who are working to promote
education equity and close the gap in education access for marginalized communities.

! Wasig, Mohammad Rasikh. "A Comparative Analysis of Child Right to Education in India, Germany, and the
United State of America." Germany, and the United State of America (September 16, 2022) (2022).

IJLE Vol 2 Issue 4 (October — December) 8|Page



International Journal of Legal Expatiate Vol 2 (2022) Pg. 7-12
Published by Author Lens

Implementation and Effectiveness of the Right to Education Act

The Right to Education Act (RTE) is a landmark legislation that was passed by the Indian
government in 2009. The act enshrines the right to education as a fundamental right for all
children aged between 6 and 14 years and mandates that every child has the right to free and
compulsory education. The primary goal of the RTE Act is to promote universal education and
reduce drop-out rates, particularly among underprivileged and marginalized communities.?

The RTE Act has several provisions aimed at improving the quality of education and ensuring
that children receive a holistic education that prepares them for life. Some of the key provisions
of the RTE Act include the following:

1. Compulsory admission of children aged between 6 and 14 years in schools.

2. The provision of free and compulsory education to all children in government schools.

3. The provision of infrastructure facilities such as classrooms, libraries, toilets, and
playgrounds in all schools.

4. The requirement for all schools to have trained and qualified teachers.

5. The provision of mid-day meals to all students in government schools.

Since the enactment of the RTE Act, there have been several efforts to implement the provisions
of the act across the country. Some of the notable achievements in this regard include an increase
in enrolment rates, particularly among marginalized communities, and an improvement in the
quality of education in some areas.

However, the implementation of the RTE Act has faced several challenges. One of the biggest
challenges has been the lack of resources and infrastructure in many parts of the country,
particularly in rural areas. This has led to a shortage of qualified teachers, inadequate facilities,
and a lack of basic amenities such as toilets and clean drinking water.

Another challenge has been the lack of awareness and understanding of the RTE Act among
parents and other stakeholders. This has led to low levels of demand for education, particularly
among underprivileged communities, and a lack of accountability on the part of schools and
other educational institutions.

Despite these challenges, the RTE Act has had a significant impact on the education system in
India. The act has helped to increase enrolment rates and reduce drop-out rates, particularly

2 Meshram, Tanojkumar Damaji. Why Is There a Gap between Policy, Implementation, and Intended Outcomes? A
Comparative Case Study of Implementation of Right to Education Act in Two School Districts in India. Diss.
Brandeis University, The Heller School for Social Policy and Management, 2022.
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among underprivileged communities. It has also led to an improvement in the quality of
education in some areas, and has helped to promote accountability and transparency in the
education system

However, there is still a long way to go in terms of implementing the provisions of the RTE Act
across the country. This will require a concerted effort on the part of the government, educational
institutions, and civil society organizations to address the challenges and ensure that every child
in India has access to quality education.®

Ensuring Equitable Access to Education for Marginalized Communities

Promoting social justice and minimising inequality critically depends on providing marginalised
people with fair access to education. Marginalized groups, including low-income families, rural
areas, girls, kids with disabilities, and members of racial and religious minorities, frequently
encounter a number of obstacles to getting access to a decent education, such as poverty,
prejudice, cultural biases, and social exclusion. Here are a few strategies to guarantee
marginalised communities have fair access to education:

Governments must implement measures that specifically address the needs and difficulties of
marginalised communities. For instance, governments can offer low-income families grants,
stipends, or subsidies to help them pay for high-quality education. To guarantee that children in
those communities have access to education, they can also set up schools in isolated and
underserved locations. Governments might also implement affirmative action plans to encourage
the enrollment of girls and kids with disabilities in education.

Community mobilisation: Communities can be extremely important in ensuring that
marginalised communities have fair access to education. Raising awareness of the value of
education, identifying obstacles to accessing it, and arguing for policy change are all examples of
community mobilisation. In order to guarantee that marginalised communities' children have
access to education, community-based organisations can also offer assistance and resources to
those groups.

Addressing cultural biases: Cultural biases and stereotypes can provide considerable obstacles
for marginalised communities in their access to education. Addressing these biases is crucial in
order to provide inclusive learning settings that value diversity and advance equitable
opportunities for all children. For instance, by include various viewpoints in their curricula and

3 Bhattacharya, Usree, and Lei Jiang. "The right to education act (2009): Instructional medium and dis-
citizenship." International Journal of the Sociology of Language 2018.253 (2018): 149-168.

IJLE Vol 2 Issue 4 (October — December) 10|Page



International Journal of Legal Expatiate Vol 2 (2022) Pg. 7-12
Published by Author Lens

developing inclusive learning environments that embrace variety, schools can encourage cultural
sensitivity.

Innovative ideas can be used to solve specific problems that marginalised populations are facing.
Mobile classrooms, for instance, can be utilised to offer education to isolated locations where
there are no schools. Additionally, students who are unable to attend school because of distance
or other obstacles might have access to a great education through online learning systems.*

Collaboration: To ensuring that marginalised communities have fair access to education,
cooperation amongst various stakeholders is crucial. Governments, non-profit civil society
organizations, and the commercial sector can work together to identify and address the unique
problems that marginalised populations confront. In order to foster creative solutions and
advance successful policy initiatives, collaboration can also help to harness resources and
knowledge.

Ensuring marginalised communities have fair access to education is essential for advancing
social justice and minimising inequality. It takes innovative solutions, cooperation across various
stakeholders, policy initiatives, community mobilization, overcoming cultural prejudices, and
addressing the unique needs and challenges of marginalised communities. Despite the passing of
the Right to Education (RTE) Act in 2009, which guarantees the right to free and compulsory
education for all children between 6 and 14 years of age in India, there are still several issues that
need to be addressed to ensure that every child has access to quality education. Some of the
major issues with the right to education in India are:

Implementation: One of the biggest challenges with the RTE Act is its implementation. The act
requires that all schools, including private schools, reserve 25% of their seats for economically
and socially disadvantaged students. However, the implementation of this provision has been
slow and ineffective in many parts of the country. In some cases, schools have refused to comply
with the provision, and in other cases, the government has not provided adequate support to
implement the provision effectively.

Quality of Education: While the RTE Act mandates free and compulsory education for all
children, it does not guarantee the quality of education provided. Many government schools in
India lack basic infrastructure such as classrooms, toilets, and clean drinking water, and also

4 Alsop, Ruth, and Nina Heinsohn. Measuring empowerment in practice: Structuring analysis and framing
indicators. Vol. 3510. World Bank Publications, 2012.
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have a shortage of qualified teachers. As a result, the quality of education in government schools
is often poor, leading to a high dropout rate among students.®

Access to Education: While the RTE Act aims to ensure that every child has access to education,
there are still several barriers that prevent children from marginalized communities, such as low-
income families, rural communities, and girls, from accessing quality education. Poverty,
cultural biases, discrimination, and social exclusion are some of the major barriers that prevent
marginalized communities from accessing quality education.

Inadequate Funding: The government's budget allocation for education is still inadequate, despite
the significant increase in the education budget in recent years. The lack of adequate funding has
led to a shortage of resources and infrastructure in many government schools, which has a direct
impact on the quality of education.

Teacher Shortage: There is a severe shortage of qualified teachers in many parts of the country,
particularly in rural areas. This has a significant impact on the quality of education in
government schools, where teachers are often overworked and lack the necessary resources to
teach effectively.

In conclusion, the Right to school Act (RTE) is an important piece of Indian legislation that has
the ability to guarantee that all children, particularly those from marginalised areas, have access
to school. The RTE's implementation and efficacy in attaining its objective of ensuring equal
access to education were examined in the mixed-methods study. While the RTE has significantly
improved the access to education for underserved communities, the study concluded that there
are still issues and restrictions that need to be resolved. Infrastructure and resource allocation
problems, as well as societal and cultural hurdles that continue to limit access to education, are
some of these difficulties. Involving communities and civil society organisations in the
educational system, removing social and cultural barriers to education, and increasing
accountability and monitoring of the RTE's implementation are all suggested by the report.
Overall, this study offers insights that can guide practise and policy and help ensure that
everyone in India has fair access to education.

While the Right to Education Act is a significant step towards ensuring access to education for
all, there are still several challenges that need to be addressed to ensure that every child in India
has access to quality education. These challenges include effective implementation of the RTE
Act, ensuring the quality of education, addressing barriers to access, adequate funding, and
addressing the shortage of qualified teachers.

5 Chakrapani, Venkatesan, et al. "Barriers to free antiretroviral treatment access for female sex workers in Chennai,
India." AIDS patient care and STDs 23.11 (2009): 973-980.
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