
Style File 
 

This personalized fabric portfolio sports a front pocket and zippered pouch large enough for valuable 

papers and files.  An eye-catching portfolio with panache comes in handy for toting and storing papers 

and notes.  Designer Karen Montgomery makes several for gifts, keying her fabric choices to the recipi-

ent or to the celebration.  These fabrics are from the Tonga Batiks collection for Timeless Treasures. 

Cut fabrics 
Cut pieces in the following order: 

From assorted batik scraps, cut: 

 - 7—3 X 17” strips 

From orange batik, cut: 

 - 1—15 X 26” rectangle 

 - 1—9-1/2 X 15” rectangle 

From mottled deep rose, cut: 

 - 1—15 X 21” rectangle 

From flannel, cut: 

 - 1—13 X 15” rectangle 

 - 1—11 X 15” rectangle 

 - 1—9 X 15” rectangle 

Materials 
1/3 yard total assorted batik scraps (pocket) 

1/2 yard orange batik (portfolio back, lining, 

pocket lining) 

1/2 yard mottled deep rose (portfolio front) 

1/2 yard cotton flannel (interlining) 

20” long zipper 

Zipper pull 

 

Finished Portfolio:  11” X 14” 

Quantities are for 44/45” wide fabrics.  Measure-

ments include 1/2” seam allowances.  Sew with 

right sides together unless otherwise stated. 

Assemble strip-pieced pocket 
1) Cut assorted batik 3 X 17” strips into uneven strips.  Our strips measure 1-7/8” wide at one end, 2-

1/2” to 3” wide at opposite end. 

2) Sew strips together into a pieced rectangle (Diagram 1).  Trim pieced rectangle to 9/1-2 X 15” in-

cluding seam allowances. 

3) Join pieced rectangle and orange batik 9-1/2 X 15” rectangle along one long edge.  Turn to right 

side.  Press.  Insert flannel 9 X 15” rectangle between folded fabric layers.  Topstitch 1/4” from 

folded edge to secure flannel.  Topstitch pieced strips.  Trim flannel even with fabric edges to make 

pocket. 

Diagram 1 

Assemble Portfolio 
1)  Fold and press mottled deep rose 15 X 21” rectangle in half, making a 15 X 10-1/2” rectangle.  Place 

closed zipper inside folded mottled deep rose rectangle, allowing ends of zipper to extend beyond fabric 

(Diagram 2).  Pin zipper in place, aligning one edge of zipper tape along fold. 

Diagram 2 
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2) Sew 1/4” to 3/8” from fold to secure zipper.  Note:  The closer you sew to the zipper, the less of it 

will show on the finished project.  Be careful not to sew too close to zipper teeth so the fabric won’t 

catch in the zipper. 

3) Open folded rectangle and fold wrong sides together to expose zipper as shown in Diagram 3. 

4) Fold and press orange batik 15 X 26” rectangle in half to make a 15 X 13” rectangle.  Place zipper 

unit inside orange batik rectangle, aligning remaining zipper tape edge along fold (Diagram 4).  Pin 

in place and sew along fold as previously done.  Open folded rectangle and fold it, wrong sides to-

gether to expose zipper. 

5) Insert flannel 13 X 15” rectangle between orange batik layers.  Topstitch 1/4” from folded edge to 

hold flannel in place.  Insert flannel 11 X 15” rectangle between mottled deep rose layers.  Topstitch 

to make zippered unit (Diagram 5). 
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Diagram 4 

Diagram 3 

Quilter’s Tip:Quilter’s Tip:Quilter’s Tip:Quilter’s Tip:  Got a favorite fabric you just 
can’t bear to cut up?  Use a 9-1/2 X 15” 
rectangle from one print, instead of a 
pieced rectangle, for the pocket. 



Diagram 6 
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Diagram 7 
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Diagram 8 

Trim Trim 

6) Quilt as desired.  Trim flannel even with fabric edges. 

7) Place pocket on mottled deep rose section of zippered unit, aligning bottom edges (Diagram 6).  

Baste in place by hand or machine. 

8) Fold zippered unit in half, matching raw edges; pin in place.  Sew together side edge with zipper tail 

and across bottom of unit (Diagram 7).  Do NOT sew side with zipper tab.  (If you have a serger you 

can serge the side and bottom seam and trim the zipper—all in one step.) 

9) Open zipper, moving tab to tail end inside Step 8 unit.  Sew or serge remaining side edge (Diagram 

8).  Trim seams, including excess zipper tape, with pinking shears, or zigzag-stitch edges to prevent 

fabric from fraying.  Turn portfolio right side out and press.  Attach zipper pull. 

Quilter’s Tip:Quilter’s Tip:Quilter’s Tip:Quilter’s Tip:  Use wash-away basting 
tape or a water-soluble glue stick to 
hold zipper in place before securing it 
with machine stitching. 


