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DI SCLOSURE
STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF HAM LTON
DEPONENT: LI NDA NMASON

Pursuant to the Rul es and Regul ati ons of the Tennessee
Board of Court Reporting, | nmake the follow ng
di scl osure:

I am a Tennessee Licensed Court Reporter. | amhere
as an i ndependent contractor for WIson Reporting
Agency.

W son Reporting Agency was contacted to provide court
reporting services for this deposition. W]Ison Reporting
Agency will not be taking this deposition under any
contract that is prohibited by TCA 24-9-136.

W | son Reporting Agency has no contract/agreenent to
provide reporting services with any party to the case,
any counsel in the case, or any reporter or reporting
agency fromwhoma referral m ght have been made to cover
t hi s deposition.

W | son Reporting Agency wll charge its usual and
customary rates to all parties in the case, and a
financial discount will not be given to any party to this
litigation.

Sheila D. WIson, LCR#268
Expiration date: June 30, 2026
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The deposition of LINDA MASON, taken on the 26th
of Septenber 2025, on behalf of the Plaintiff, beginning
at approxinmately 10:08 a.m, in the offices of Spicer
Rudstrom PLLC, 537 Market St., Su 203, Chattanooga,
Tennessee, before Sheila D. WIson, Licensed Court
Reporter #268, and Notary Public.

Thi s deposition is taken pursuant to the terns and
provi sions of the Federal Rules of G vil Procedure.

Signature of the witness not discussed.

I
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LI NDA NMASQON,
called as a witness at the instance of the Plaintiff,
havi ng been first placed under oath, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR FLORES:

Q &ood norning, M. Mason.

A Good nor ni ng.

Q M nane is Robin Flores, just for the record,
represent the plaintiff in this matter, Thomas WI Il iam
Morgan. Just a couple ground rul es before we get
started. The court reporter takes down the spoken word,
and in normal discourse, you know, conversations, in
daily conversations we tend to want to nod, you know, and
go uh-huh and huh-uh, which can read either way. And we
may even want to try to finish each other's questions or
answer questions before they're conpletely enunci ated for
the court reporter to take down. So, | wll do ny best
to make sure | don't interrupt you or, you know, when
you' re saying sonething, try to nove on to the next
question. Take as nuch tine as you need to answer it,
and try to answer verbally.

A Yes, sir.

Q If you have any questi ons about what |I'm asking or

sonething's not clear, |let ne know.
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A Ckay.

Q Now, it's a sonewhat infornmal setting, as you can
see today, but we're still sort of an extension of the
courtroom So, if there are questions that | ask of you
while you're sitting as a witness here, you will not be
able to say, look, | want to confer with ny attorney,
unl ess he's got sone issue with privilege or whatever and
t hen, you know, he wll control it.

If there is an objection, normally what we say is,
you know, "object to the form" and we nay tal k about it
alittle bit. Stop your answer until he makes his
objection and it's clear on the record, and if we have
any back and forth we'll do it, and then pick right back
up.

A Ckay.

Q Now, also, this is not an endurance contest. |
hope to be done with you in about three hours, hopefully.
If you have to take a break, just let me know.

A Ckay. Thank you.

Q I'll be taking a | ot of breaks nyself.

Do you have any questions about any of that?

A No, sir.

Q Have you ever given a deposition, ever?
A No.

Q Al right.
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A | don't think so.

Q Gkay. So, "I don't think so," I want to --

A | don't -- no.

Q And | may ask certain things, and I don't -- |I'm
not here to beat you up or anything. | just want to know

what you know.

A Ckay.

Q But | may continue to press you fromtine to tine.
It's nothing personal. It may be | just don't
understand, | may not |ike the answer. And M. Hickey is

nore than capabl e of know ng when to shut that down. So,

just bear with me here if | do cone across like that, I’
not trying to be nean or anything to you.

So when you say that you don't know, | want to
make sure I"'mclear on that. |Is it yes or no, have you
gi ven a deposition in the past?

A No, | have not.

Q Very good. Now, I'mgoing to go through sone
witten docunents with you and then we're going to wap
up today with a video that | have. | have two sets of
vi deos of the incident.

A Ckay.

Q So, we don't need your current address. | know
wher e your business address is. But can you today give

us your full name and your enploynent status as of June

m
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20247

A Li nda Mason, and |'m enployed with the Town of
Jasper.

Q And in what capacity are you enpl oyed with the
Town of Jasper?

A | amthe property tax admnistrator. | do the
permtting and busi ness |icenses.

Q Do you have -- what were your responsibilities --
in your role with the Town of Jasper, what were your
responsibilities during the tines of these incidents?
And |'m going to use the benchmark January of 2024 and
June of 2024. So what were your responsibilities with
the Town of Jasper during that tine?

A My responsibilities were, | prepare the property
tax for the Town of Jasper; | coordinate with State of
Tennessee, the property tax assessor. And |'m
responsi ble for getting those nail ed out, checking the
figures. | also do the sales and use tax for the Town of
Jasper.

Q Excuse the interruption. You say sales and use
tax?

A Right. For the water.

Q Explain to the reader of this deposition what that
neans.

A When you mail out water bills, the taxes --

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

everything's taxed. And nonthly you have to report to
the state the anobunt that you have billed and the anount
of taxes that have been received.

Q Ckay. During January to June of 2024, were you

enpl oyed anywhere el se other than at the Town of Jasper?

A No.

Q You were county conm ssioner, though, weren't you?

A Yes.

Q |Is that not a paid position?

A It is.

Q So are you not enployed --

A l"melected. | just didn't -- I"'melected. So,
guess it is a position. |'man el ected conm ssi oner.
Sorry.

MR HI CKEY: Let ne object to the form [|I'm

not sure what the |ast question was.

Q I just was trying to get clarity. You are
enpl oyed by the county -- Marion County, Tennessee in a
role as conm ssioner, right?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form She's an
el ected county conmi ssi oner.

MR, FLORES: Ckay. But | just want to nake
sure that we understand the differences between el ected
and enpl oyed.

MR. HI CKEY: You can ask her her

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

10

under st andi ng, but --
MR FLORES: That's what |'mgetting to.
BY MR FLORES:

Q So, what do you know is the difference between
bei ng el ected and bei ng enpl oyed by a gover nnent al
entity?

A El ected is elected by the people, and that is how
you performyour duty. You are elected as conm ssioner.
As a hired enployee, | would be hired by one of the
of fices, not necessarily the public.

Q ay.

A | would be hired by, say, whatever departnent
head, you know -- you know, |ike a Monday through Friday,
or whatever hours those are.

Q Al right. But does your source of incone come
from Mari on County, Tennessee?

A My main source of incone cones fromthe Town of
Jasper.

Q | probably wasn't clear on that. As a
conmm ssioner, is your source of incone from Marion
County, Tennessee?

A W are paid nonthly.

Q Sois it yes or no, does -- let ne ask this of
you: Wio's on -- do you get paid by check or --

A D rect deposit.
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Q And does that direct deposit show it cones from
Mari on County, Tennessee?

A Yes.

Q How |l ong have you been an el ected comm ssi oner for
Marion County?

A | was el ected in 2020.

Q Wien you were elected to take a role as
conmm ssioner, what did you understand your duties were to
be?

A Wien | was elected as a county conm ssi oner, |
felt like that nmy position would be to represent ny
district. I'mD strict 4, Seat A. To represent the
Interests of the people in ny district.

Q Wen did you take the role as the chairperson of
t he Mari on County conm ssion?

A They are typically -- | believe it is Septenber.
So, David Abbott woul d've been the chairperson at the
tine that | was elected. And he was there -- |'m not
sure how many nonths, if it was a full year. But he had
sone health issues and he had to step down fromthe chair
position, and I was nom nated and el ected by the
comnmi ssi on.

Q So how does soneone get put into the role of
chairperson? | think you've touched on it just alittle

bit.
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A They -- there could be anot her conm ssioner that
nom nates, and then it's voted on by the conm ssion.

Q And how |l ong do those commi ssion chair positions
| ast ?

A  They vote yearly.

Q So it would be a year position?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. And you can be elected to that
position as many tinmes as the other conm ssioners decide
to keep you in that position, right?

A Yes. Yes.

Q And when -- | understand that you are no | onger

t he chairperson?

A No, sir.

Q And when did that role end?

A It ended the foll owi ng Sept enber.

Q O 20247

A We are going on -- Chris Mixrrison is the chair.

He was the chair | ast year and he's just been appointed
again for this term So it would' ve been the year before
that. And | have an elderly nother that | have to care
for and she is now residing with ne, and that
responsibility -- I did not want that responsibility as
chair, because there are tines when | have to be with

her .
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Q Sois it fair to say that you just asked not to
have your nane consi dered --

A Yes.

Q -- for the chairperson position?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, you touched on it --

' mjust going to go ahead and mark these now.

13

|'mgoing to show you a docunent. And it's titled

Def endant Li nda Mason's Answers to Plaintiff's
I nterrogatories and Requests for Production. There is a
signature page on page -- well, it's not nunbered, but it
cones after 9 and before 10.

So first of all, do you recogni ze the page that
bears a signature, purportedly of Linda Mason? It's a

copy, but do you recognize that as your signature?

A Yes.
Q And take a |l ook at the entire docunment |'m handi ng
you, and tell nme if you -- take your tine |ooking at it,

If you need to, and tell ne if you' ve seen this docunent
prior to today.

A | have.

MR FLORES: Al right. And if we could nmark

that as Exhibit 13 [13A], please.

(Exhibit 13A was narked.)

Q If you would, Ms. Mason, if you can turn to page
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14

4. And I'mgoing to |l ook at interrogatory nunber 7. |
had asked you in interrogatory 7 to descri be your role
and responsibilities as the chairperson fromthe periods
of January until June 2024. And you've laid out, |ooks
li ke, in a sentence what your role is. And it speaks for
itself. |Is there anything that you feel you need to add
to interrogatory nunber 7? And take your tine |ooking at
it.

A Yes.

Q And what's that?

A There's, there's -- | nean, that's...

MR HI CKEY: H s question was, do you need to

add anything to it. You said yes. So --

A No, | don't need to add anything to it. [|I'm
sorry, | m sunderstood.
Q Now, | think you were in | aw enforcenent at sone

poi nt, were you not?

A Yes, sir.
And where was that?
The Town of Jasper.

And how | ong were you enpl oyed t here?

> O >» O

From 1997 to 2013.
Q And were you certified as a police officer by the
Peace O ficer Standards and Trai ning Conm ssion in the

state of Tennessee?

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

15

A Yes, sir.

Q And is that, to your know edge, is that known as
POST?

A POST Conmi ssion, yes, sir.

Q And do you continue to hold a POST Conmi ssion
certification?

A | believe after five years it goes inactive.

Q Soit's inactive, but you have never been
decertified?

A No, sir.

Q And your entire | aw enforcenent career, was that
t hrough the Town of Jasper?

A Yes, sir.

Q And were you ever the chief of police for the Town
of Jasper?

A No, sir.

Q And what was the highest rank that you ever held
W th Jasper Police Departnent?

A | was a patrol man.

Q And can you -- I'"'mgoing to ask you your
experience as a police officer. D d you receive
training -- hold on one second.

Did you receive any specific training as a police
officer as to constitutional rights of anyone in the

United States?
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16

A There was cl asses every year in inservice about
different topics.

Q Such as? Can you give us sone exanples? | know
it was a long career, |ooks |ike.

A Ch, yes. Nothing really stands out. Every year
either the district attorney general or the genera
sessions judge or maybe even a circuit judge would cone
and do the |l egal portion of the inservice. And it was
typically, you know, one of the either four- or
ei ght - hour cl asses, dependi ng on, you know, what they
wanted to talk about. A lot of it was procedural;
anything fromorders of protection, you know, violations,
and things like that. It's been a long, long tine.

Q Pl ease take your tine. And | know -- that's why I
acknow edged, it's been a while.

A And | would. ..

MR HI CKEY: He's asking you about
constitutional training. Just on the United States
Constitution, correct?

MR FLORES: Yes.

A Not anyt hing specific. | don't renenber anything
specific.

Q Ckay. Wio would conduct the training, that you
recal | ?

A It was coordi nated by the Marion County Sheriff's
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17

Departnent. And it was departnments all over, and then
they woul d have different trainers cone in. There's the
EVOC, there's the firearms, you know, different -- nenta
heal t h persons, sexual abuse, and things |like that. Just
di fferent speakers woul d cone from ot her areas.

Q And on your yearly training, is that sonething
that the POST Conm ssion requires so you can keep your
POST certification?

A Yes, sir.

Q And did you have any specific training on the
First Amendnent of the United States Constitution?

A No. Not hing specific.

Q D d you have any training, that you recall,
whether it's -- let ne back up. Were did you go to get
your acadeny training? | was in |law enforcenent in South
Carolina, and South Carolina had a central acadeny that

everyone went to, whether it was SLED, hi ghway patrol,

wor khouse.
A R ght.
Q | understand Tennessee doesn't do that. But

there's a training --

A TLETA.

Q -- acadeny sonmewhere in Tennessee. D d you attend
the central acadeny in Tennessee?

A | did. Donel son, in Nashville.
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Q GCkay. And during your training there and

18

subsequent, during your tinme with the Town of Jasper, did

you have training on the issues -- or on the First
Anendnent to the United States Constitution?

A | don't -- nothing cones to mnd specific. If it
was training -- if we had any training, | would -- it
woul d' ve been sonmething brief. A lot of our training
were, you know, were law related. | believe there is --
t hey touched on things like that, yes, but | don't

renmenber any testing. But that was 1997, and | don't...

Q And then subsequent from'97, you don't recall any

training on the First Amendnent?

A Not hi ng that stands out. Nothing that | renenber.

Q Wiat about the Fourth Anendnent to the U. S
Constitution?

A The Fourth Amendnent? Seizure? | feel like that
t here probably was, | nean, over the years. | felt |ike
t here probably was, but nothing specific cones, that I
can just verbatimtal k about.

Q Ckay. What about the Fourteenth Anendnent to the
United States Constitution?

A The Fourteenth Anmendnent ?

MR HI CKEY: |If you know what it is.
Q If you know.

A | have no idea what that is. Honestly, | have --
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19

| do not.

Q And what about training on the Fourteenth
Anmendnent? Did you ever have any training on the
Fourt eent h Anmendnent ?

A Not that | can renenber, no.

Q Sois it fair to say that you wouldn't know what
the terns "prior restraints on free speech” and "due
process of |aw' nean?

A No, sir.

Q Is it fair to say that --

A It's fair to say | don't know what the Fourteenth
Anendnent . . .

Q Now, when you first got elected or appointed as
chairperson of the -- well, I'mgetting ahead of nyself.
My apol ogi es.

Prior to assuming the role as chairperson of the
Mari on County comm ssion, what experience or training, if
any, did you have in nanagi ng public coments at
gover nnment neetings?

A  None.

Q And as we sit here today, does anyone who gets
elected to a position as county comm Ssioner ever receive
training on the rights of citizens to address the county
comm ssi on?

A No specific training, no, sir.
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Q Does anyone -- the sane question, but does any
person appointed -- | nean elected to the county
comri ssion receive training as to what the First
Anendnent to the U S. Constitution neans?

A No trai ni ng.

Sane question but to the Fourth Amendnent.
No trai ning.

Sane question but to the Fourteenth Anendnent.

> O >» O

No trai ni ng.
Q Wiat is your understanding of what the public
comrent portion of the county comm ssion neeting neans?
A Public comment? A citizen has the right to

comment on matters that are on the agenda.

20

Q And that's even on the open county -- well, strike

that. So it's your understandi ng that when soneone --

| et nme back up.

Lay out for nme -- and |I've got the agendas and the
whole bit. W'Il go over those in a mnute. But your
under standi ng as a county conmm ssion nenber -- need to

make clear for the record.
As we sit here today, are you still on the Marion
County comm ssi on?
A Yes, sir.
Q And what are the terns -- how |l ong are your terns,

the elected terns?
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They're four-year term

And when do you cone up for re-election?

A

Q

A This next election.

Q Wiich will be next year?
A

Next year, yes, sir.

21

Q Al right. And when you ran for the position as a

county conm ssioner, were you a Denocrat, |ndependent, or
Republ i can?

A Republ i can.

Q So, when you run -- when a chairperson is running
t he show, does the chairperson set the agenda for that

particul ar neeting?

A | believe they have an agenda neeti ng, and anybody

that has requested to be on the agenda is placed on the
agenda. | believe David Jackson and Billy Gl l agher is
present, and the chairperson is typically present as
wel | .

Q So tell us, M. Jackson, who is that?

A He is the mayor of Marion County.

Q And Billy Gallagher, who is that? And this is for
t he record.

A He is the attorney for NMarion County.

Q Ckay. And so if | understand you correctly, the
agenda gets set prior to a conm ssion neeting; is that

ri ght?
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22

A Yes. It has to be advertised for 48 hours before
t he nmeeti ng.

Q And when you say "advertised," how is that done?

A It is on the website.

Q Marion County website?

A R ght. That would be David Jackson's
responsibility to do that.

Q Does he still -- was he hol di ng that
responsibility in the year 20247

A Yes, sir.

Q And does he hold that position -- responsibility
t oday?

A Yes, sir.

Q And so for soneone to get on the agenda -- let's
say | want to get on the agenda, and | live in Marion
County or sonmething, and | want to talk to y'all about
sonething. | just send in a request to be on the agenda?

A You woul d send a request to David Jackson's office
and he woul d put you on the agenda.

Q And is that all a citizen has to do, is say, hey,

| want to be on the agenda?

A Wll, you would have to give hima topic.
Q Ckay. And the nmayor and -- see if | understand
this right. |It's basically three people make a deci sion

who gets on the agenda?
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23

A No. No. W just go over the agenda, what is
actually going to be on the agenda is what was al ways the
case when | did it.

Q Wen you did it?

A  Uh- huh.

Q Was that yes?

A Yes. "' msorry. " msorry. Yes.

Q So, | just want to know what you know.
A R ght.

Q So | understand now that to get on the agenda, |
have to put in a request 48 hours prior to the
comm ssion --

A It has to be advertised 48 hours.

Q Cot cha.

A So, there is an agenda neeting, it's typically
maybe a week before --

Q The conmm ssion neeting?

A The conmm ssion neeting. And then that way she can
put the packets and things together and get themin the
mail to the conm ssioners and it can be --

Q And excuse the interruption. M apology. But who
Is "she"?

A Deni se Mason. She is the secretary there that
puts all the packets together.

Q And is she related to you or Billy Mason?
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No.
And Billy Mason is your husband, right?

> O >

Yes, sir.

Q And he's the chief of police of the Town of
Jasper ?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. So, once soneone's on the agenda and
they cone in and speak, is there an opportunity for the
person to go off topic if the conversation between
whoever's addressing the comm ssion and a conmi ssi oner
were to kind of change topics?

And let ne try to explainit. Let's say |I'mon
t he agenda and wanting to tal k about water bills, and the
agenda that day, week, whatever, is water bills. And |I'm
conversing with you about the water bill, and then
sonehow we go on to infrastructure and so on and so
forth, you know, |ike the piping that runs the water, who
woul d mai ntain that.

Is there a tine where soneone could go sonewhat
off topic, you know, stray off to other things?

A You would need -- if you wanted to tal k about
infrastructure we need to put that on the agenda, you
know, so that we can, you know, prepare, you know, for --
you know, if you wanted to know i nfrastructure questions,

then we woul d have to, you know, find out maybe where we
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were in infrastructure. |If there's a specific question
you wanted or whatever, we would need to put that on the
agenda.

Q Al right. So -- again, I"'mjust trying to
understand and for the casual reader, too, of your

deposi tion.

So, what | understand nowis that if it tends to
go off topic, even if the chair -- a conm ssi oner was
asking ne a question about, in this hypothetical,

infrastructure for the water, you know, the water, are
you telling ne that I would be shut down or told, hey,
you can't tal k about that?

A Are you tal king about a conm ssi oner was tal king
about infrastructure?

Q Yeah.

A Because we typically don't tal k about water bills.

But --

Q | was just using that as an exanpl e.

A Ch. But | nean, we would prefer that, you know,
if it's off topic -- if it's off the topic that we were
di scussing, yes, you would -- we would need to..

Q Stop the conversation?
A W would need, we would need to set it for a
different agenda, you know. | may tell, you know, David

Jackson, you know, do we need to put this on next nonth's
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agenda? Because |'ve done that before as a comm ssi oner,
you know, to request that it be put on a | ater agenda.

Q Oay. Now, is there a tinme during the conmi ssion
nmeet i ngs when you were the chairperson and as we sit here
today, is there a tine during any conmm ssion neeting
where there is basically |Iike an open mc; hey, public
comment s about whatever; soneone wants to address the
conm ssion, here you go?

A If it's an agenda natter, yes.

Q Wwll, why does it have to be an agenda nmatter?

A That is just to keep our agenda, because if it was
just a general open mc, then, one, we may not have the
answers that they're | ooking for, and, two, we need to
stay on topic as far as, you know -- |ike the agenda, you
know, for it to be an orderly neeting and, you know, we
need to hear the public comments -- like if it's -- if
t his agenda is tal king about infrastructure, you know,
per sons havi ng questions about infrastructure, we need to
address their questions and their concerns and their
needs w t hout, you know, going off topic to a different
t opi ¢ al t oget her.

Q ay.

A And | believe that we have addressed to our
agendas for clarity that it has to be on topic.

Q Wen did that occur? Changing things for clarity
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to be on topic, when did the comm ssion do that?

A | would have to refer to David Jackson on that one
because we -- we've put it on the agenda -- or | didn't.
It has been placed, where the public comments are, nust
be related to an agenda item

Q But when did that change? | may not have been
clear when | first asked the question.

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

Q Wen was there this change that | think you're
telling us about?

A It's not necessarily a change. It's always
been - -

(To M. Hickey) Do | need to..
MR. H CKEY: Yeah, go ahead.

A It's al ways been an understanding with the
comm ssion, you know. Wthout -- we needed the public to
understand that it needed to be an agenda itemthat they
were commenting on. So, that was the reason it was
pl aced on there, because maybe it wasn't clear before.

Q kay.

A I f that nakes any sense at all.

Q I'mgoing to show you what's been previously
marked in this deposition as Exhibit 5.

Now, have you seen this docunent? It's titled

Mari on County Comm ssion Meeting, Mnday, January 22,
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2024. More on that in a mnute.
But have you -- does this |look famliar to you?

It's already been admtted as an exhibit.

A Yes.
Q It is famliar to you?
A Unh- huh.

Q Is that yes?

A Yes, sir. |I'msorry.

Q Now, | understand that the date January 22, 2024
wasn't the actual date of the neeting, it was January 29.
Wul d you agree with ne on that? That the January
nmeeting wasn't on the 22nd of January but on the 29t h?

A Wt hout | ooking at ny cal endar --

MR FLORES: Can we stipulate that that's
when it actually occurred? Because |'ve got the m nutes.
MR HICKEY: |I'mfine stipulating that the
m nutes reflect that the neeting was noved to the 29th
based on, | think it says "increnent weather," but I
t hi nk that nmeans "incl enent weather."
MR, FLORES: Ckay.
MR HICKEY: It says what it says.
MR FLORES: Got cha.
BY MR FLORES:
Q Ms. Mason, if you could take a | ook down at item

number 25. That was a public comments entry in this

28
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agenda, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Just hang onto Exhibit 5. 1'mgoing to show you a
new docunent. It's titled Marion County Conmi ssion
Meeti ng Monday, June 24, Agenda. Does this |look famliar
to you?

A Yes.

MR FLORES: Can we mark that as our next
exhi bit, please?

(Exhibit 14 was marked.)

Q Now, | notice on Exhibit Nunber 14 there is no

public comments entry in here at all.
A It would be nunber 6.
Q Number 6? Okay. Thank you.
And these are the agendas that you were telling us
about are created after the neeting of three individuals
you told us about: mayor, the chairperson, which would ve

been you at the tine; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And you said, | think, Denise Mason?

A Not Deni se Mason

Q I'msorry. M. Gll agher.

A M. @Gl l agher, yes.

Q Al right. So, in these public comments sections,
Is -- and | use the term"open mc." You may have a
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different term But is that basically |ike an open mc
ni ght at maybe a readi ng of poetry or sonething? You
just tal k about whatever is on your m nd?

A No. No.

Q No? Well, how --

A It has to be -- it nust pertain to an agenda item

Q How woul d a nenber of the public know that? |If
they're | ooking at this agenda and, you know -- how woul d
sonebody know t hat ?

A Ckay. It was -- it's added to the public coments
"must pertain to an agenda itenm' on the June 24th.

Q Ckay. So Exhibit 14, right? 1t says "Coments

nust pertain to an agenda item" right?

A R ght.

Q Wio made that decision to do that change?

A That is just what | was told, that it needed to
pertain to an agenda itemto keep the neeting in order
and fl ow ng.

Q W told you? Because you used the term you
know, "I was told.” Wo told you that?

A That would be Billy Gallagher and David Jackson at
the tine.

Q Now, | ooking at Exhibit 5, how would anyone know,
| ooking at this agenda -- and is this -- by the way, are

t hese agendas all posted publicly on the website for
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everyone to see prior to the neetings?
A They are. Forty-eight hours.
Q Ckay. And Exhibit 5 and Exhibit 14, if | were Joe

Blow citizen, hey, what's on the agenda for this neeting,

| would see Exhibit 5 and Exhibit 14; is that correct?

A Yes. There's a -- they made comments for people.
And | believe you have to sign up -- you have to sign --
there's a form back there.

MR H CKEY: Hold on. He's asking if they
| ook -- in advance of the neeting?

MR FLORES: Yes.

MR H CKEY: -- would they see those
docunents, what's on those.

THE W TNESS: Yes. Yes.

MR FLORES: But | do want her to answer.

MR H CKEY: | understand. Let's get an
answer to the question.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
BY MR FLORES:

Q So, are Exhibits 5 and 14, is that what Joe
citizen would' ve seen if they went on the website to see
what's on the agenda for a particul ar neeti ng?

A Yes.

Q And so looking at Exhibit 5, it just says Public

Comments, right?
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A Yes.

Q Now, does anyone -- when they're nmaking the public
comments, is there a requirenent that a person has to go
to the m crophone to address the comm ssion?

A Typically you can't hear, so you're required to
cone to the mc. Because sone people can't -- you
can't -- yeah, they are, so that the recorder can get
their nanme, that sort of thing.

Q How woul d soneone know that prior to walking into
a comm ssion neeting, that they would have to go to the
m c?

A Alot of tines they're requested to go to the mc.

Q W're using passive voice. So, when you say a | ot
of times they're requested, who is doing the request?

A That woul d be the chairman.

Q Chairperson would. Gotcha. And did you receive
any specific training from Mari on County, from anyone
I nvol ved with Marion County governnent about the rights
of persons to address the conm ssion or interact with the
conm ssion at the public neetings?

A No.

Q Now, what are the three branches of governnent?

MR HICKEY: Object to the form
Q D d you go to high school? You can answer.

A A long tinme ago.
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Q Gkay. D d you have any education in high school
or coll ege or subsequent as to things such as, you know,
civic studies, such as the roles and functions of
gover nnment ?

A ' mnot sure what that -- what you're asking.

Q I n your educati onal experience, were you ever
taught about the governnent structure of the United
States of Anerica?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

Q You can still answer. You can still answer.
A Ch, okay. | didn't --
Q You can still answer.
MR H CKEY: Yeah. |[|'Il nake an objection

sonetines to the formof the question, but go ahead and
answer it. If you don't need to answer it, then |'1]|
tell you that.

A Forty-pl us years ago.

Q | get it. I'mjust trying to find out what your
educational level is on basic civic studies, soci al
studi es, and your understandi ng today of the rol es of
governnent, the three branches of governnment. That's
what |"'mtrying to get to.

A Wll, it's federal, local, state. |Is that what
you're trying to...

Q You don't know what the three branches of
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governnment are?
A Legi sl ati ve.

Q Ckay. Continue.

A There's the legislative, there is -- let nme go
back 40 years. Judicial and -- wait a mnute. Gve ne a
m nut e.

Q "Il help you out here. It's executive branch.

A That's it.
Q So you have --
A | was, | was -- the presidential, you know, that's
what | was -- | was |looking for the term Thank you.
Q So you have three rol es of governnent, whether
it's county, city, state, or federal.
MR H CKEY: Object to the form
Q Wat is the role of the |egislative branch of
Marion County governnent? As you sit here today, what do
you understand that role to be?
A W nake --
MR H CKEY: Object to form Go ahead.
A -- decisions on -- budgetary decisions. W can do
a resolution as far as, you know, if there is itens that
need to nove to the state |evel, you know, we can send
forms there. W govern the highway departnment, the
sheriff's departnent, education, you know, the school

budget, set the tax rates for the county. It's a |lot of
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the financial and the structural deci sion-naking.

Q Wien you say structural decision-naking, and you
al so nentioned the sheriff's office, does the Marion
County conmm ssion set policies for the entire county
governnental structure?

A The sheriff's departnent has their, you know,
their procedural policies, and I'mnot aware if the
conm ssion sets that policy.

Q Wat I'masking is for governnent overall.

A R ght.

Q Does the Marion County conmi ssion set the policies
that the rest of -- you know, the executive branch of
county governnent has to foll ow?

A | honestly -- | know that -- let ne think a
m nut e.

Q Absolutely. And don't worry about howit's
worded. Don't worry about question, |ong pause and then

an answer, okay. Don't sweat it, it's not going to read

t hat way.
A You know, on the city level | know On -- | feel
like -- well, | honestly do not know.

Q Al right.
A As far as the policies for the sheriff's
depart nent.

Q Well, I'"'mjust tal king about the exec -- the
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policies are set by county conmm ssion. You agree with ne
that the comm ssion doesn't execute policies or the | aws
or whatever resolutions are set by the comm ssion, it's
t he executive branch. Wuld you agree with ne on that?
They're the ones that execute the |aws set by the
conmm ssion, right?

A Yes.

MR H CKEY: (bject to form

Q And so the executive branch can al so be the person
in charge of street repairs, right? Wat is that, public
wor ks, public works guy?

A The streets -- or the hi ghway departnent?

Q H ghways, what ever.

A Yes.

Q Oay. And if -- they can't nmake their own
deci si ons thensel ves outside of how they were to execute
the laws set by the county conm ssion, right?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form
Ckay.
Do you know?

> O >

| guess. | don't know | guess.

Q Ckay. So, in your understanding, who is the final
deci si on-maker for setting policies for Mrion County
gover nnment ?

A The comm ssion --
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MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

Q Wat was your answer?

A  The comm ssi on.

Q The commission is. kay. And does the
chai rperson of the county conm ssion have veto power --
that's i nproper.

If the county -- the chairperson of the county
conmm ssion disagrees with a vote by the conm ssion, can
t hat chai rperson override or sonehow veto?

A  No.

Q And why is that?

A That is the county mayor. The county mayor can
vet 0.

Q And the county mayor, what branch of gover nnent
does the county nayor occupy, judicial, executive or
| egi sl ative?

A Executi ve.

Q Wat is your understanding of what the First
Anmendnment to the United States Constitution protects?
What are the rights that's contained within the First
Anendnent to the United States Constitution?

A To peacefully assenbl e and speak.

Q You understand what the term"prior restraint on
free speech” neans?

A No. | nean, that's, that's ny know edge of the

37
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First Amendnent, is peacefully assenble and speak.

Q And are there any other clauses or aspects of the
First Amendnent to the United States Constitution that
you are famliar with?

A Not that |'mfamliar with, no, sir.

Q So you don't know what the freedomof religion is
that's laid out in the First Arendnent? Do you?

A No.

Q Wiat is your understandi ng what the Fourth
Anendnent to the United States Constitution protects?

A  Search and sei zure.

Q O what ?

A That's, that's it.

Q \What about your understandi ng of the protections
under the Fourteenth Anendnent to the United States
Constitution?

A | do not have any. You would have to enlighten ne
on the Fourteenth Amendnent. | don't have any --

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

Q And I'mjust asking your understanding. So you
don't know anyt hi ng about --

A No.

Q -- the Fourteenth Anendnent ?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

Q Wat policies, procedures or guidelines governed
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t he conduct of the Marion County conm ssion neetings
during the January 29th and June 24th comm ssi on neeting?

A W operate on the guidelines of the Robert's Rule
of Order.

Q Ckay. And can you explain to ne what those are,
Robert's Rule of Order?

A It is -- it's a | arge book.

Q Al right. Well, I"mjust wanting to know -- |
just want to know what you know.

Because | understand in one of your answers in the

i nterrogatories that "The Marion County conmi ssion
patterns its neetings after Robert's Rules of Order.”

And that's going to be on page 3 of Exhibit 13 [13A],

whi ch are your interrogatory responses.

So, if you would, enlighten ne and the reader of
your deposition -- it's interrogatory 4, Ms. Mason --
what's the Robert's Rule of Order neans, what you
under st and about it?

A My understanding is that there is an agenda set
forth, and we go through the agenda, you know, and it is
to be kept orderly. And other know edge that |'ve got as
far as Robert's -- | have not studied Robert's Rul e of
Order. And if | have a question, | always refer to Billy
Gal | agher as far as, you know, if that is permssible or

if -- he is ny source of, you know -- if | have a
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question, as far as -- we go fromone to whatever is down

on t he agenda.

Q Al right.

A It is, you know -- that's how !l did it.

Q That's how you did it?

A  Uh- huh.

Q Al right. WMy have to bounce to it, but the
recording of you in the January 29, 2024 comm ssi on
meeti ng has you making certain comments -- or shows you
maki ng certain comrents.

MR FLORES: |If | could have just a nonent.
(11: 03 to 11:05 off the record.)

MR FLORES: Ms. Mason, |'mgoing to show you

a docunent that is the conplaint in this matter filed in

the United States District Court on August 30, 2024. |I'm

going to ask to have it marked as Exhibit 15.

(Exhibit 15 was marked.)

BY MR FLORES:

Q The lead page did a |lead-in on there, on page 1 of

Exhi bit 15. That's a quote that we'll |look at |ater, and

we'll go over this question in alittle bit nore detail
towards the end.

But you're quoted as saying "I never followthe
rules. | amopinionated.” Now, do you agree wth ne

that's a correct quote fromyou?

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

41

A It is a correct quote.

Q Al right. Now, when you say you don't follow the
rules, are we tal king about the Robert's Rules of Order?

A No, sir.

Q Wiat rules were you referencing that you don't

foll ow?
A That was a jab at another conm ssioner. |t was
not -- it was in jest. It was not a literal statenent.
Q Kind of |ike when fol ks have a di sagreenent with

Donal d Trunp naki ng sonme goofy comments, that --
A Yes, sir.
Q ~-- it's supposed to be just a joke, right?

But you understand that the casual person,
citizen, listening to a county comm ssi oner nmake those
comrents may take that a different way, right?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
A It was -- | was laughing at the tinme. | nean, it

was, you know, it was just a jab at Conm ssioner Brandt

who -- and, you know, everybody kind of chuckled a little
bit. But it was not neant in a literal sense.
Q And we'll go over it nore in detail on the video,

but you agree with ne you didn't clarify to the people
t hat were watching you, including -- | nean, you realized
that this was all recorded by --

A Absol utel y.
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-- aradio station, right?
Yes.

And it was being live-streaned, right?

> O >» O

Yes, sir.

Q So, what you nay' ve thought was a j oke and
everyone went ha-ha-ha, you agree with nme that there
coul d' ve been several, you know, people who woul d have
not taken that as a joke, right?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

Q You can answer, if you can.

A There could be, yes.

Q Ckay. Now going back to -- we're going to bounce
here a little bit now.

Goi ng back to Exhibits 5 and 14, which are the
agenda, were there any -- during these two neeting, were

you foll owi ng any other witten rules regardi ng public

comments? |'mtal king about outside of Robert's Rul es of
Or der.
A No.

Q Wat rules, as we sit here now, what rules were
you foll owi ng on January 22nd and January 24th when you
directed M. Thonmas to be renoved fromthe conmi ssion
nmeeting? And let's stay with January 22nd. W
understand it's the 29th, but because Exhibit 5 has it as

the 22nd | want to use that date.
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What rul es were you foll ow ng when you had
M. Thomas renoved fromthe neeting?

A He was being argumentative and disruptive to the
meeting; he would not stay on point as far as the topics
t hat he was di scussing. He had, he had an opportunity to
have it placed on the agenda, but he woul d not
actually -- he was wanting to, you know, to speak on
t hi ngs that were not on the agenda. And --

Q You would agree -- continue, please.

A And he just -- he was just causing a disturbance.
He was very argunentative and disruptive.

Q And we've got video of all this, and |I'm sure
you' ve seen it.

A Yes, sir.

Q | think maybe soneone else may think differently.

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
Q If we could take a look at -- what I'mwanting to

do, Ms. Mason, as |'m | ooking through here, | don't want
to put duplicative stuff into this record.

MR HI CKEY: Are you |ooking for the m nutes?

MR FLORES: |'ve got themright here. |
don't see June 24th, so we'll get to that.

MR HI CKEY: Robin, | don't think we nmade --
t he June 24th, | don't think that's an exhibit.
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BY MR FLORES:

Q How was M. Thomas being disruptive to the

meeti ng?
A He was -- first, he didn't want to cone to the
mc. Then he was talking over nme. | didn't -- | wasn't

sure what exactly he was trying to discuss, and | was
trying to ask hi mwhat he was wanting to di scuss. And
he, he just was argunentative. He didn't want to answer
what | was trying to ask himor what | was -- the point |
was trying to make. He just wanted to argue. And he
conti nued, and he continued to stay off topic and not on
the topic that we had previously tal ked about wth,
believe it was M. Leonard.

Q Donal d Leonard, correct?

A Yes, yes. And that was -- he was -- just would
not stay on topic, and he just wanted to argue. And he
was very argunentative, and it was disrupting the
neet i ng.

Q And we'll go to the video here in a bit, but
there's a point there where you were pointing at
M. Thomas -- M. Mirgan, and you're saying "Look, buddy,
we're not going to go there." And you're actually
pointing at him Whuld that not be argunentative as
wel | ?

A | was just trying to get himto stop and stay on
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t opi c.

Q You understand you weren't a police officer during
that tinme, right?

A No, | was not.

Q Al right. And you also understand that
M. Mrgan was trying to address you during the public
comments part of the neeting; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you describe in detail what happened during
t he January 29th -- or 22nd neeting, from your
perspective, particularly during the tine that the
plaintiff was addressing the conm ssion?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A "' mnot sure what you're --

Q You're not sure what |'m aski ng?
A Yes, sir.

Q

Ckay. Fine. Take a look at Exhibit 13 [13A].

You got it there in front of you. Take a | ook at
Interrogatory nunber 3. And it goes on to page 2 -- |
mean from page 2 to page 3. And what |'m asking you, is
there -- can you describe in detail what happened during
t he January 22 neeting, from your perspective,
specifically during the tine the plaintiff, M. Mrgan,
was trying to address the comm ssi on?

MR H CKEY: Qbject to the form | believe
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that's been asked and answer ed.
MR FLORES: Well, that's -- she can still
try to answer.
A He was just being -- fromwhat | renenber, he was
bei ng di sruptive; he was very argunentative; he was

angry; he was very agitated. He was tal king about

sonething that | was -- | wasn't foll owi ng what he was
trying -- it was clearly not sonething about Pull Tight
Road. It was -- and | was trying to figure out what
exactly he was tal king about. | knew it wasn't on the
agenda.

But you, you couldn't really make any ki nd of
connection with him because he just wanted to argue. |
nmean, | just felt |like that he wanted an argunent, and
t hat was not, you know, that was not productive to the
meeting. It was not sonething that we could, you know --

you can't calmy talk about something if it's an

argunent. If it's a heated argunent you can't tal k about
t hi ngs.

Q well --

A And | couldn't -- and | didn't know that he -- you
couldn't -- he would not stay on topic.

Q But it's a public -- | nmean, how woul d soneone
know -- what I'mtrying to understand i s, when you have

an agenda that says public comments, and there's no ot her
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adverti senent or notice to the citizenry that they have
to foll ow sone specific guidelines set by the conm ssion
during public comments, how woul d anyone know, until
they're talking to you, that they had to foll ow sone
specific rule or guideline or --

A | couldn't get himcal red down | ong enough to
explain to himthat he had to stay on topic, you know.

He, he was in a rant and. ..

Q ay.

A You couldn't, you couldn't tell himanything. He
didn't want to be told -- he didn't want to be advi sed on
anyt hi ng.

Q Al right.

A | didn't want to keep himfromtal king. | nean,
he was nore than wel cone to tal k, but he had to talk
about sonething that was on that agenda. And you

couldn't, you couldn't, you couldn't communicate with

hi m
Q Ma' am we've got video of this.
A Ckay.
Q But that's your position, it was all hinf
A That's ny position, yes.

MR HI CKEY: Object to form
Q Wre there any changes or reviews of neeting

procedures followng either incident with the plaintiff?
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A No.

Q None? Well, then what was the change here on the

public comrents on the agenda, Exhibit 14, item 6, public
comments? Wat pronpted the change, "comrents nust
pertain to the agenda"?

A That's just for clarity.

Q darity. But what pronpted that? Do you know?
That change.

A You would have to ask David Jackson.

Q But don't you have input on that?

A | feel like that that was a good nove, you know,
because --
Q Here's ny question. I'msorry, | may have not

said it correctly.
Don't you have input on changes to the agenda, as
a comm ssion person -- | nean the chairperson?
A  Anybody that wants to be placed on the agenda...
Q Wat I'masking is --
MR. HI CKEY: That's not what he's asking.

Q D d you not, as chairperson of the comm ssion,
have i nput on the changes to the way neetings are
conducted or changes to these agendas?

THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure what he's asking.
MR HCKEY: |'mhappy to try, if you want e

to.
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MR. FLORES: Yeah, if you can.

MR HI CKEY: Wat he's asking is, if Mayor
Jackson or, | think you said Billy Gall agher, if they
suggested a change in how the agenda is actually drafted,
could you give your input on it?

THE WTNESS: | could give ny input, yes.

MR HICKEY: Was that fair, Robin?

MR FLORES: Yes.
BY MR FLORES:

Q D d you give your input for the change to Exhibit

14, that we see on Exhibit 147

A No. I, I -- 1 didn't request that, no.

Q Now, Billy --

A But |I'm not opposed to it either. | feel Iike
that it gives clarity.

Q During the comm ssion neetings, Billy Gall agher
sits to your imediate -- sat to your immediate left; is
t hat correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And his function is, while you're there at the
commri ssion neeting, is to do what?

A If | have any questions or if any of the
comm ssi oners have any questions, they can address them
to Billy Gallagher. He is nuch nore know edgeabl e on

procedures and things |like that.
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Q From your understandi ng, does M. @&l l agher have
any duty to pipe in or, you know, advise you if he sees
sonet hi ng that nmay not be being done properly during a
comnmi ssi on neeti ng?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A | would hope that he -- if there was sonethi ng
that | was doing that | was not supposed to be doi ng that
he woul d say, well, no, he can, or she can, or, you know.
| woul d hope that that woul d be the case.

Q But you don't know of any policy or regulation or
anyt hing --

A | don't know of any policy, no, sir.

Q Gkay. And in this particular case, M. @ll agher
never -- in both neetings, January and June 2024,
involving the plaintiff, M. Gllagher never intervened
or stepped in and said, hey, |ook, you probably need to

rethink this?

A No, sir.
Q | think you've already addressed the next
questi on.

MR FLORES: D d you want to take a break?

MR HI CKEY: Well, when you get to a point, |
woul dn't m nd.

MR FLORES: Wiat tine is it?

MR HI CKEY: It's 11:25.

50
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MR. FLORES: Let's go ahead and take a break,
Ms. Mason.

(Recess from 11: 25 to 11: 34.)
BY MR FLORES:

Q M. Mason, we're going to be noving over to the
June neeting here, but a couple nore questions about
January.

What was specific statenments or actions by
M. Mrgan that led you to -- I'mgoing to use the term

"interrupt,” you may think it otherw se, but to interrupt
hi mand to stop himas he was tal king?

A He was -- he started tal king about -- there was --
if I"mrenmenbering correctly, he started tal ki ng about
sone things that were going on on Suck Creek Muntain
t hat had nothing to do really with that. And he was --
he started tal king about the railroad, the quiet zone
there that he has been wanting on his property there on
Pull Tight. The subject was, the drug use and peopl e
shooting the signs and things there on Pull Tight Road.

It wasn't -- and | was trying to get clarity.
Because when he nenti oned sone of the other things, | --
that's -- | was not quite understandi ng what that was
having to do with the drug use and the firing on the

street signs. | was kind of -- | was trying to bring him

back to point, and it wasn't worKking.
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Q At what point did you decide to seek | aw
enforcenent's help to renove the plaintiff fromthe
meeting? And tell us why.

A Wen | felt like that, you know, he, he was j ust
wanting an argunment and a disruption instead of actually
addressing the issue that was on -- you know, he was j ust
di srupting the neeting in general, was when | deci ded
that, you know, it's probably best that | have him
r enoved.

Q You understand that's a seizure, isn't it?

MR HICKEY: Object to the form
No.
Ckay.

He was not placed under arrest.

QO » O >

What is your understanding -- | nean because you
tell me you had a | aw enforcenent career.

A Uh- huh.

Q s that yes?

A Yes. "' msorry.

Q No, no. No apology necessary. |'lIl point to the
court reporter to get it.

So, do you understand that the anendnents to the

Constitution -- and there are 25 of them but do you
understand that the first ten anendnents to the

Constitution tal k about rights of the individuals? Do

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

you understand that?

A Yes.

Q And | know fromyour prior testinony, you didn't
really know nmuch about the Fourteenth or First
Anendnents. Is still a fair statenent?

A | nean, there -- it's alot. | nean --

Q But you don't understand nuch of i1t?

A But not -- no. | just know in general.

Q In general. Gay. But as a police officer you
understand, from your police training you understand that
the Fourth anmendnent to the U S. Constitution protects
citizens fromunreasonabl e sei zures of persons, places,
papers, and hones and effects, right?

A In, in -- nmy understanding is a seizure is a
sei zure of their body, not, you know -- they are being --
he was being ejected fromthe neeting, fromthe buil ding.
He was just not allowed to be in the buil ding.

Q GCkay. And do you --

A He was not deprived of, you know -- he wasn't
arrested, he wasn't placed under arrest. He wasn't
t ouched.

Q | want to nake sure | understand you, your

under st andi ng. Your understandi ng of the Fourth
Anendnent to the United States Constitution is that a

sei zure woul d require soneone being placed under arrest.
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Is that what | am hearing?

A Det ai ned or -- detained or placed under arrest.

Q \What does detain nmean?

A Det ai ned neans that you are not free to | eave.

Q ay. Can soneone be detai ned when they're being
taken frompoint Ato point B against their will?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A No.

Q No? Do you understand that the -- the Bill of
Ri ghts are the first ten anendnents to the Constitution.
Do you understand that the Bill of R ghts apply not just

to police officers but to governnment officials?

A Yes.

Q Wiich would i nclude you?

A Me.

Q At the tine of these events?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. Now, the interaction -- again, the
video wll speak for itself -- it |lasted | ess than one

m nute and 53 seconds. During that one mnute 53 second
period of time, why did you think it was necessary to
have the sheriff and then eventually Dale Wnters take
the plaintiff fromthe comm ssion neeting?

A Because he was being disruptive to the neeting.

Q And you understand an argunent -- it takes two to
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argue, right?

A | was not arguing wwith him | was --
Q You weren't arguing with hinf
A No.
Q Al right. And we'll look at it.
So what -- did you believe that the plaintiff's

conduct violated any specific rule or policy? And if so,
whi ch ones?

A He was just being disruptive.

Q But which --

A To the order of the neeting.

Q But which rule or policy did you believe he was
violating? And |I'm asking specifically. Ws there a
rule that he was viol ati ng?

MR HICKEY: Object to the form

A | cannot tell you a specific rule.

Q Wiat about a policy? Was there a policy of the
conm ssi on he was violating?

A | can't tell you a specific policy.

Q D d you consult with either any other conm ssion
menber, Billy Gallagher, the county attorney, or |aw
enforcenent prior to deciding to renbve M. Mrgan from
t he neeti ng?

A No.

Q And | know we've got the nanes of all the
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conm ssi on nenbers. Those woul d show up on the m nutes,
woul d they not?

A Yes.

Q So besides the other comm ssion nenbers, the high
sheriff of Marion County, M. Wnters -- or Deputy
Wnters, who el se can you identify that was present
during the January 29th neeting -- 22nd neeti ng?

A It appears that all were present.

Q But who else? | nean, did you recogni ze anybody
i n the audi ence, |ike Donald Leonard or other
I ndi vi dual s?

A Let's see. There's sone people that, | nean, that
| know their nanes.

Q Wiat are their names?

A There's Don WIllis was there.
Q Don who?

A Don WIIlis.

Q Don WIlis?

A Yeah. There's Jimy Sneed, he was there. Let ne
thi nk. Dusty Adkins, she was there.

Q Does she work over at the clerk and master's
of fice?

A Yes, yes. | believe there was Dal e H gdon and his
w fe were there.

Q And these are fol ks that you know and that --
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A

| j ust

know t heir

names. |If | thought about it

coul d probably renenber sone...

Q That's fine.

A But those are typically at nost of the neetings.

Q Now, going back to the comment that | asked you
about on Exhibit 15, you'd said that was a j oke, people
wer e | aughi ng?

A It was a joke. In jest.

Q But what did you nean by that, that "I'm
opi ni onated"? Wat did you nean by that?

A It was just sonething that he and Paul Schafer,
anot her comm ssi oner, you know, they're all the ting,
they're, you know, conspiracy theorists, you know, good
old boy things, and "nobody ever follows the rules,"” yo
know. Those kind of things are things that they, you
know, bring up on a regular basis. And it was just a j
back, you know, "nobody ever follows the rules" and, yo
know, | -- at one point he said that | was opi ni onat ed.
And | said, yeah, | am you know. So that's basically

It's just a joke.

Q But that was -- what did you nean by "I never
follow the rul es"?
MR HICKEY: Object to the form
A That -- you know, basically that's -- Ruric
Brandt, you know, is repeatedly saying that, you know,
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"nobody follows the rules,” and, you know, and he's all
the tine, you know, naking remarks |ike that. So that
was just a remark back at hi m about. ..

Q And we have the dial ogue between you and him al so
on vi deo.

What led to that, do you agree with nme, is that

M. Brandt had a concern that he was raising about how
you wer e conducting business when it cane to recusing
yourself and letting the vice chair handle a particul ar
situation? You would agree with nme on that, right?

A | agree.

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

Q Because, you know, it's recorded. So are you

telling --

A And nobody had ever told ne that that was, you

know, Robert's Rule of Order or -- | don't even know
where he actually found -- or where he got that
docunentation. | don't know. And nobody ever said

anyt hi ng about the chairperson could not, you know, be in
a di scussi on.

Q Wre those comments directed toward M. Brandt to
di scount his concerns?

A No. No. Not at all.

Q Was it your understanding that M. Brandt did not

find those comments that you made funny?
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A He doesn't find a whole |ot funny. But | have no
problemwi th M. Brandt.

Q Now, was there -- after the plaintiff was renoved,
did you nake a threat or tell Donald Leonard basically to
shut up, that if he continued to talk he could | eave to00?

A | don't recall telling himto shut up.

Q Dd you ever tell -- interrupt himand tell him
that he could go next? Again, we got the video of it.

Do you renenber sonething |like that when --

A | renmenber standing up, and | do renenber him--
telling himthat he could be renoved as well.

Q WwWy? Wy did you tell himthat?

A Because you have to nmaintain order in those
neetings. That's one thing that | was told, that you had
to maintain order in the neeting.

Q W told you that?

A Just different, different comm ssi oners. I don't
know exactly, you know -- because | was brand-new. | was
a brand- new conmm ssi oner. So, | did not know how to

conduct a neeti ng.

Q And that's because you, |like you testified before,
you didn't have any training?

A And - -

Q Is that correct?

A That is correct. And so, you know, you just
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mai ntai n order of the neeting and you don't allow, you
know, people to disrupt the neeting, and you nove
forward, you nove forward with the nmeeting, stay on
topic. And that's what | was attenpting to do.

Q And if you personally didn't |ike what sonebody
was sayi ng, what do you believe your authority was at the

time to respond, shut themup, tell himyou can't say

t hat ?

A Wll, | don't want to tell sonebody that they --
just because | disagree with them doesn't give them-- ne
the right to stop themfromtal king. So, they still have

their right to tal k.
Q Do you know if M. Mirgan was charged wth any
of fence, ticketed or cited as a result of the renoval ?
A Not that |I'm aware of, no.

MR FLORES: Al right. So we're going to
shift nowto the video. That's going to be Exhibit 12.

(11:45 to 11:52 off the record.)

MR FLORES: W're going to start
approximately at -- on the tiner on the | ower |eft-hand
corner of this video, Exhibit 12, it's at 1 hour 37
m nutes 14 seconds. And this is a conversation, M.
Mason, that you're having -- or actually M. Brandt --
he's the fellow on the |lower right-hand side wearing a --

| don't know kind of what you call that. It |ooks I|ike
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sonething that. ..
MR HI CKEY: | don't know what it's call ed.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

BY MR FLORES:

Q Sound like -- it was obvious M. @Gl lagher was
addressing -- answering M. Brandt's question. Wy did
you feel necessary to make those coments, basically
interrupting M. Gall agher?

A \Well, he had already finished tal king. But |I was
just -- it was just in jest.

Q But that was -- that question was basically
directed to you, wasn't it, from M. Brandt?

A | felt like that -- | nmean, he was addressing
everyone there, | nean, actually, you know. Because what
he was bringing there was i nfornmati on, you know. Now, |
had never heard that. | had never heard what he was
bringi ng there. Nobody had ever said, hey, you know, if
you're going to, you know, if you' re going to debate a
topic or speak on a topic, or whatever, you're not
supposed to do that in the chair seat. You would --
nobody sai d anythi ng about relinquishing to the vice
chair to nme at any point.

Because | ama rule follower, and anybody that
knows ne knows that. Am | opinionated? Absolutely. |I'm

afemmle. A lot of fenales are. But |I'm not opinionated
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to the point where | do not follow the rules. Because if
it is arule that | amaware of, | will absolutely foll ow
t hat rul e.

Q How would you follow a rule if you've never had
training on the rules like you told us before?

A Like | said, if I knew about a rule, you know.
Nobody had ever said that.

Q Don't you think as the chairperson of the
pol i cy-maker of Marion County that it woul d' ve been
I ncunbent upon you to famliarize yourself with Robert's
Rul es of Order?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A | refer to Billy Gall agher and David for
know edge, you know.

Q David Jackson, the mayor?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. But you understand that these are co-equal
branches of gover nnent ?

A  Uh- huh.

Q And are you telling us that you woul d defer to the
mayor, the head of the executive branch of governnent,

for know edge?

A \Well, he has been in these neetings for a | ong,
|l ong tinme, and he has know edge that | do not have.
Q But - -
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A So --

Q Sorry. Ddn't nean to do that.

A  And | mainly -- you know, any questions that |
have, you know, Billy Gall agher has al ways been nore than
happy to answer those questi ons.

That particul ar question or that statenment had
never conme up. As far as I'maware, it's never cane up.

Q As we sit here today, do you realize that
M. Brandt was actually correct?

A Wwll, Billy Gllagher said he was. So, yes. So
fromthat point forward, you know, now | know.

Q But you had no training?

A No, sir, | did not.

Q And you didn't take it upon yourself to
famliarize yourself with the rules, Robert's Rul es of
Order, right?

A Just if | had a question, | asked.

Q Now we're going to go to public comrents.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

There was one other thing | wanted to ask you.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

Dd you see M. Brandt | aughing?

A No.

MR FLORES: Tine stanp is one mnute -- 1

hour 37 m nutes 32 seconds.
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(Vi deo pl ays.)

MR FLORES: Tine stanp 1 hour 49 mnutes 5
seconds.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So at 1 hour 50 seconds and about -- 1 hour 50
m nut es and about 20 seconds, this is where the public
comment portion of the neeting occurred, correct?
Because you sai d, "Does anybody have any public
coments?" |Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. And then at 1 hour 50 m nutes 31
seconds, you had -- you limted -- | think you said "if
it's on the agenda," correct?

A Correct.

Q And so that would be the first tinme that anyone
woul d know that if they're making a public comrent, it
has to be on the agenda; is that correct?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

A That's correct.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So, starting at approxinmately 1 hour 50 m nutes
and 40 seconds, that's M. Mirgan starting to address
you; is that correct? And we'll see it nbre in a mnute.

A Ckay.

Q W'Ill just keep going.
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(Vi deo pl ays.)

At 1 hour 50 m nutes and approximately 54
seconds, M. Modirgan is addressing you, correct? He
announced hi s nane.

A Yes.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q So at 1 hour 51 seconds and 20 -- 51 m nutes and
23 seconds he's asking you about what you fol ks di scussed
was spending a couple mllion dollars on sone roads. You
fol ks actually discussed that during this neeting, did
you not, expenditure of noney on an undevel oped roadway?
A No.
Q You don't renenber that? Al right.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
At 1 hour 51 minutes and 25 seconds you're sayi ng
"Ckay, buddy." And we can back it up. And you're
poi nting your figure at him W' Il|l go through the whole

t hi ng.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Ckay. So, again, why did -- | nean, it speaks for
itself, but, you know, | got ny opinion on how you were
behavi ng.

But why did you -- leading up to this, we were

| ooki ng at other parts of this video and fol ks were --

you wer e addressing fol ks, |ooking straight toward the
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canera and not to the m crophone, which was to your
right, to the left of the viewer of this video, correct?
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A Yes. On this side (indicating), yes.

Q To the left of the screen that we're | ooking at,
and it was to your right.

So why did you nake M. Mdrgan go to the
m cr ophone, when two other individuals spoke to you from
t he audi ence?

A Typically the people -- if you are on the agenda
to speak, you go to the mc, you, you know, you tell your
nane. And fromthis, | can hear him because the vol une
Is up, but fromup there, a lot of tines what they're
tal king about, you can get bits and pieces of what
they're tal king about, but if they're not at the mc you
can't understand them

Q But why didn't you tell himthat instead of just
saying "If you want to speak, you've got to go to the
mc"? Wiy didn't you just tell him "Hey, | can't hear
you. Wiy don't you go to the m crophone"?

A  Well, | nean, that's just the way I, you know...

Q Just the way you talk? |Is that how you talk to
peopl e?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

A Is that how | talk to peopl e?
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Q Yeah.
MR H CKEY: (bject to the form
Q "Hey, buddy"?

A Not - -
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
Q " mjust asking if that's how you address fol ks
nornmal | y.
MR, HI CKEY: Asking her how? You' ve asked
her --

MR FLORES: Yeah. Rudely.
MR HI CKEY: Ckay. So he wants to know if
you are rude to people.
MR FLORES: Yeah.
THE WTNESS: No, |I'mnot rude to people.
MR FLORES: Starting back at 1 hour 51
m nutes and 38 seconds.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
BY MR FLORES:

67

Q GCkay. At 1 hour 51 m nutes 45 seconds, he goes to

the m crophone, and you asked him "You're tal ki ng about
Pul | Tight Road?" And he says, "Yes, ma'am"” R ght?
Correct?

A Correct.

Q He doesn't say, "yeah," "yeah, buddy,"” or anything

li ke that, right?
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A R ght.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So at 1 hour 52 minutes and 1 second, he obviously
has a problemw th you, what he believes you're
interrupting. Was he incorrect? Wre you interrupting
hi n?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A | was trying to figure out -- he was not -- he was
t al ki ng about sonet hing conpletely separate as far as the
Pull Tight Road that was on the agenda. He, he was
bri ngi ng up sonething conpletely different than what was
actually on the agenda.

Q Al right. So that's why you felt |ike you had to
I nterrupt hinf

A | was trying to get clarity.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q At 1 hour 52 minutes and 5 seconds you i medi ately
go to "I can have you renoved right now " Wy did you do
that? You had | ess than 30 seconds here. Wy did you
make t hat quick decision?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A Because he was bei ng aggressive.

Q How was he bei ng aggressive?

A He -- when -- as soon as he stood up he had an

aggressi ve tone, he was bei ng aggressive, tal king about
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different, you know -- the nobney spent on anot her road;
trying to, you know, take the neeting into a different
area than --

Q \Wat does aggression nean to you?

A Aggression?

Q Yeah.

A You know, just an aggressive tone, just an
attacking tone. Not physically attacking, verbally
att acki ng.

Q So, point your figure and sayi ng "Look, buddy,

we're not going to go there," that's not being
aggressive? Because that's what you did.
MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A No.

69

Q No? Al right. You never net him-- that was the

first tinme you net him wasn't it?

A | can't renenber if he's ever been -- that nay' ve
been the first tine. | don't recall if |I've ever net
hi m

Q He was there at a Novenber 2023 neeting. You
didn't have interaction with himthen?

A No, | don't feel like I did.

Q And so let's nmarch on fromthat tine stanp, one
hour 52 m nutes 5 seconds.

(Vi deo pl ays.)
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Isn'"t it nore correct, Ms. Mason, you
just didn't |ike what he had to say and you were shutting

hi m up and havi ng hi m renoved?

No. | wanted himto get on the agenda.
In 30 seconds you nmade that deci sion?
Yes.

Ckay.

That was not on the agenda.

All right. But again --

> O » O » O »

The firearns was on the agenda.

Q Again, the notice that's in Exhibit 5 doesn't put
anyone that's comng up to speak to you -- you being the
conmm ssion, had any pre-notice that, hey, you have to
tal k only about what's on the agenda. You agree wth
that, right? 1It's on the exhibit.

A In the agenda. But | did tell them as far as
public comment, it had to be sonething that was on the
agenda.

Q GCkay. And that's not -- you don't think that's
restraini ng speech?

A No, sir.

Q And so why did you have the sheriff of Marion
County go over there and, |like we see at time stanp 1
hour 52 m nutes and 24 seconds? Wy did you do that?

A Because he was the only | aw enforcenent officer at
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t he nonment that | saw there.
Q Gkay. W'Ill march on fromthat |last tine stanp.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
So at 1 hour 52 minutes and 31 seconds, you now
recogni zed Deputy Wnters, correct?

A Deputy Wnters had stood up.

Q So the answer is yes, you recogni zed that he was
present ?

A | recogni zed, yes.

Q Wy did you have a second police officer go over
to renove the plaintiff?

A | just felt like that together that they could
have peacefully, possibly peacefully, you know, renoved
hi m

Q As a police officer you understand the force --
use of force continuum don't you?

A There was no force used.

Q As a police officer you understand -- a forner
police officer with trai ning, you understand what the use
of force continuumis, don't you?

A | do.

Q Al right. And what is that of force conti nuum
as you sit here today, what you understand it to be?

A At this point it woul d ve been verbal.

Q Gkay. So what is the use of force conti nuunf
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That's what |'m asking you. Not at this point. Wat is
your understandi ng of the use of force continuunf
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure | understand what
he's. ..
Q You said you were a police officer and you're POST

certified, right?

A | am-- | was.

Q You' ve nmade arrests in the past, correct?

A | have.

Q You' ve had to use levels of force, right?

A Yes.

Q You had training on what the conti nuum of the use

of that force was, correct?

A That is correct.

Q Wiat is your understanding of that use of force
cont i nuunt?

A You use what | evel of force is necessary to effect

an arrest.
Q Gkay. And what are the |evel s?
A You have verbal, you have hands on.
Q Wuld that al so be known as soft hands?
A  Soft hands.
Q GCkay. What's next?
A You have -- | think it's changed since | was
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there. You --
MR, HI CKEY: Just answer as best you can.

Q Just answer the question.

A Then it -- fromsoft hands, you have hand to hand,
and then you have deadly force.

Q Ckay. Now --

A And which, | nean -- there's -- now there's tasers
and. . .

Q At the tine when you were a police officer you had
second-1| evel inpact weapons, right? Baton, sl apjack,
pepper spray, right?

MR H CKEY: (bject to form

A Pepper spray.

Q So also, does your -- as a police officer were you
trained that a show of force, meaning nore than one
police officer, would be a way to coerce soneone or get
soneone to conply with your commands?

A That is correct.

Q And so at this point you had a force nmultiplier
wth a second | aw enforcenent officer to renove the
plaintiff. Wuld you agree with ne on that?

A | agree.

MR HICKEY: Object to the form

Q You do agree with that?

A | do.
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Q Starting back at 1 hourly 52 seconds and 31
seconds.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Ckay. So, at 1 hour 52 minutes and 45
seconds, and |less than just five seconds of comment, that
was Donal d Leonard addressi ng you, wasn't he?

A It was.

Q And then you said -- and we'll play it, said "You
can be next."

(Vi deo pl ays.)

At 1 hour 52 m nutes and 51 seconds. You ask
sonebody to renove M. Leonard; is that right?

A Yes.

Q And who did you ask to renove M. Leonard?
A Soneone.

Q Wio was the soneone?

A It woul d've either been Sheriff Burnett or
M. Wnters.

Q And why did you do that?

A Because once M. Mirgan had started, then he's
junping up and it was -- the neeting was getting out of
or der.

Q And "he" being M. Leonard?

A Yes.

Q And so you didn't |Iike what M. Leonard was
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sayi ng?

A No, that was not it. He had already spoke about
Pul | Tight Road on the agenda, and his concerns there on
Pull Tight Road with drug abuse and firing at street
si gns.

Q And this was the public conment tine, right?
Absent all these ot her shenani gans, that was the public

comment tinme, right?

A It was.

Q And M. Leonard was on the agenda that day, right?
A He was disrupting the neeting.

Q He was on the agenda that day, was he not?

A He was.

Q And he was speaking to what was on the agenda, is
basi cally what he was tal ki ng about, right?

A He was being disruptive.

Q | didn't ask you that. | asked you, he was
speaki ng about what was on the agenda, what he had
comment ed on?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

Q R ght?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then you believed he was being
di sruptive and you had hi mrenoved after just about five

seconds - -
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A Yes.
Q -- of coment? Ckay.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

At 1 hour 52 m nutes and 56 seconds, you asked the
sheriff to renove M. Leonard, and he said he would wal k
out, right?

A That's correct.

Q Wy did you direct the sheriff to renove hin?

A Because he was one of the only police officers
t here.

Q So, | want to understand why you directed the
sheriff or asked the sheriff to renove M. Leonard.

MR H CKEY: Object to the form Asked and
answer ed.

A He was the only | aw enforcenent officer there
besi des Deputy Wnters.

Q Al right. So, that would I ead to the concl usion
that, hey, sinply because a police officer is there, 1'|
use himto renove soneone. That's what it sounds |ike to
ne.

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

Q Wiy specifically -- what specifically was
M. Leonard doing that you didn't like to go to that
| evel ?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form Asked and
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answer ed.

A He was di srupting the neeting.

Q He was disrupting the neeting. Al right. That
was your opinion?

A Yeah.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q At 1 hour 53 mnutes and 10 seconds, M. Mirgan is
t al ki ng here.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

At 1 hour 53 mnutes 19 seconds, you're pointing,
saying "This nman..."

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Wiy did you direct whoever -- and we've al ready
talked to M. Wnters, so | know who you're talking
directly to. Wy did you direct M. Mrgan to be renoved
fromthe buil ding?

A Because he was continuing to be disruptive.

Q And that's your opinion?

A Yes.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So, 1 hour 53 m nutes and 59 seconds, you w apped
up a nonol ogue about Donald Leonard, Pull Tight Road, and
the only thing that can be addressed in public coments.
How woul d anyone know that that's the only thing soneone

could conment on during public comments if it wasn't

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

78

already -- if they hadn't had prior notice?
MR H CKEY: Object tothe form It's asked
and answer ed.

A Bef ore public comrents were done, | l|let fol ks know
that it had to pertain to an agenda item

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q Al right. So, 1 hour 54 m nutes 8 seconds, it
sounds like you were trying to explain why you did what
you did, and you're addressing everybody there. Wy did
you do that?

A | felt |like that everybody needed to know why he
was renoved.

Q Not just giving sone excuse to nake sure you're
gi vi ng yourself cover?

A No.

Q Wen you were a police officer, how many
conpl aints did you have | odged agai nst you for officer
m sconduct ?

A  Zero.

Q Was your husband the chief of police during the
time when you were an officer?

A No, sir.

MR FLORES: Al right. W'IlI|l go ahead and
t ake anot her break.

MR, H CKEY: W can keep going if you need
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to.

MR FLORES: Well, I'm--

MR HI CKEY: You need to go.

MR, FLORES: Yeah. Because we're going to go
to the June 24t h.

(Recess from 12:24 to 12: 32.)
BY MR FLORES:

Q Ms. Mason, follow ng Robert's Rules of Oder,
don't the agendas have to be approved prior to the
meeti ng? You mght've touched on this. Don't they have
to be approved, the agendas have to be approved prior to
posting thent

A | believe that is sonething that Conm ssi oner
Brandt had brought up and wanted i1 npl enented. So yes, we
are now approvi ng the agenda prior to the neeting.

Q But you don't -- | was asking -- probably wasn't
clear. Robert's Rules of Order require that, does it
not ?

A According to M. Brandt, that's what he had
di scover ed.

Q Ckay. So, we're going to nove forward to the June
24 neeting. And that's going to -- we're going to

reference Exhibit 14. You have public coments on there,

and on line 19, Thomas Mdrgan was on the agenda. Do you

see that on Exhibit 147
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A | do. Yes, sir.

Q And he was addressing the conm ssion during his
time on the agenda, outside of public coments, was he
not ?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Now, can you describe the events of that
June 24 neeting as it relates to M. Mrgan's

participation in the nmeeting and your interaction wth

hi n?
A You'll have to play it.
Q I'masking fromyour nenory.

A From ny nenory, nothing stands out as far as -- |
don't know. | don't have any...

Q So, do you agree with nme that you directed
M. Mrgan to sit down or |eave the neeting, the June
meeti ng?

A | don't recall.

Q Don't recall? Al right. Take a |ook at your

Exhibit 13 [13A]. Those are your responses to

I nterrogat ori es.
A And what nunber?
Q It's interrogatory 3. It starts on page 2 of

Exhibit 13 [13A].

What |' m seeing on your response to interrogatory

3, specifically on page 3 of Exhibit 13, you're telling
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us that the plaintiff spoke at the neeting and conti nued

to speak after his presentation "and refused to foll ow

i nstructions regarding coments to the conmi ssion, to the

extent that his actions were disrupting the neeting."
What specifically -- | nmean, how rmuch tine was he

allotted to speak when he's on the agenda?

A You would have to play the mnutes. 1'd have to
refresh on that.

Q But I"'masking you -- and I"'mnot -- |'m asking
you, from your know edge as we sit here now, what was the
tine -- how nmuch tine was M. Mrgan given to speak
about, you know -- let ne lay a better foundation.

When soneone is on the agenda to speak, such as

what we see here on Exhibit 14, looks like it's Thonmas

Morgan and a few other fol ks, how nmuch tine is each
person that's on the agenda allotted to speak?

A Three or five -- | can't -- |I'd have to | ook at
t he vi deo agai n.

Q ' mjust asking you fromyour nenory.

A | do not recall

Q You don't know. Okay. Howis --

MR HI CKEY: Wait at mnute. Let ne nake
sure I"'mfollowi ng you. You're tal king about June of
'24, that neeting?

MR FLORES: June 24, '24. Yes.
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MR, H CKEY: Ckay.
BY MR FLORES:

Q Does that your change your answer, on the June
24t h neeting, that sonmeone who's on the agenda such as
M. Mrgan, what is the tine limt that they're given to
speak?

A | feel like it's three mnutes. But | do not --
|'d have to refresh. For sone reason that's in ny m nd,
but I don't know.

Q Al right. And how does a person who's addressi ng
t he conmm ssi on when they're on the agenda, how does the
county conm ssion inform such person of any time limt?

A W would tell them you know, you have X anpunt of
time to, you know, get, you know, your presentation to
t he comm ssi on.

Q And when is that direction inparted to the person?

A | don't know if David Jackson lets them know at
the tine that they request to be on the agenda. | do not
know.

Q You don't know? So, it's not done when soneone
cones up to the mc? A person such as the plaintiff
who's on the agenda, they get up to the mc, start to
address you fol ks --

A | try to renmenber to tell them you know, what..

Q But in this particular case you don't know one way
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or the other, wthout | ooking at the video, if you
Instructed M. Morgan that he only had X anount of
m nut es?

A  Wthout |ooking at the video, no.

Q And what comments was he nmaki ng? Again, you can

| ook at interrogatory 13 -- | nean Exhibit 13,

interrogatory 3. Wat comments was he nmaking after his

presentation and that you -- | nean, what comments was he
maki ng, | shoul d say?
A | would have to | ook at the video.

Q Al right. And he continued after his

presentation. You don't -- when -- all right. As
| awyers, when we're up at the Court of Appeals we've got
at -- the podiumthere's a green light, yellow |light and
aredlight that tells us things. The green |light says,
hey, keep yakking; the yell ow says, oh, your tine is
comi ng up and ending; and the red light, bonmb, you're
done. And typically we're already told that we have 20
m nutes to address the panel, and we can reserve five
m nutes. Now, that's just kind of, you know, sonething
for you to reference.

Dd Marion County conm ssion have any kind of
procedure or policy where the conm ssion tells fol ks that
are on the agenda, or even a public coment neeting, that

you have X anmpbunt of tinme to tal k?
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A Not that |I'm aware of.

Q Is there anything that's published with the agenda
on your website that would informa menmber of the
community that's addressing the comm ssion of tine
constraints?

A Not that |I'm aware of.

Q Is there any way -- is there anyone on the
conm ssion that tines a person while they're tal king?
Literally maybe even with a stopwatch that tinmes how nmuch
time has gone by?

It would be ne or Joani e Spangler, who was the...

Who' s Joani e Spangl er ?

> O >

She is the Marion County court clerk.

Q Gkay. Was she present during both of these
neeti ngs, the January and the June neeting?

A Yes.

Q And in this particular case, in June 2024, was she
keeping tine on M. Mrgan?

A | do not recall if it was nme or her.

Q And at what point did you believe that M. Mbrgan
was speaking after his presentation? Because what |'m

trying to get at here, ma'am is, on Exhibit 13, answer

to interrogatory 3 you're saying "and conti nued speaki ng
after his presentation...” How did you nake a

determ nation that he was done with his presentation to
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begin with?

A | would have to | ook at the video, honestly.
Q I'mjust asking you fromyour nenory here.
A It would either be that, you know, that his tine

had expired or he was done.

Q How di d he express to you that he was done?

A It would' ve been -- | nean, |'d have to | ook at
the video. 1'd have to | ook at the video.

Q D dhe sit down and then pop back up again to
start tal ki ng about what ever?

A |'"d have to | ook at the video.

Q But you don't know from your nenory?

A Fromny nenory, | don't recall himsitting down.

Q Ckay. Now, prior to drafting your
interrogatories and what we call initial disclosures, |
had sent two video |inks over to your counsel that
I nvol ve both these neetings. Wen answering these
Interrogatories, did you reference either one of the
videos or look at themto help you --

A No.

Q -- draft your answers?

And did you believe, you know, when you told him

to sit down or | think actually you threatened himw th
arrest, did you believe that M. Mrgan was viol ati ng any

rule or disrupting the neeting?
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MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A He was di srupting the neeting.

Q How?

A l'd have to | ook at the video to give you
speci fics.

Q ' mjust asking for your nmenory.

A Fromny nenory is that he continued to speak and
he was just argunentative. And that's fromny nenory.

Q Okay. Now, |ooking at Exhibit 13 [13A],

interrogatory 4, you'd indicated, in response to the
question the basis of your decision to renove the
plaintiff fromthe June 24, 2020 [sic] neeting, |'d asked
you what your basis was, including any policies or
procedures that you foll owed or disregarded.
I n your answer you include what you just told us,
t hat he spoke after his presentation and refused to
follow instructions. Then you conclude in here, "Marion
County conm ssion patterns its neetings after Robert's
Rul es of Order.™
What specific rule did he violate, the rule of
order?
A He was disrupting the neeting.
Q But you --
A He was bei ng di sruptive.
Q

But you'd told us previously you don't really
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know -- you haven't read the rules of order, you don't
know t hem

A But you can't disrupt the neeting.

Q So it's incorrect -- interrogatory 4, by including
Robert's Rules of Order, it |ooks like you' re inplying
that he was violating the rules of order.

A VWll, we pattern ourself --

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form
-- after the Robert's Rule of Order.

But you don't know the rules at all?

> O >

Not all of them no, sir.

Q And you don't know which specific rule, as we sit
here today, that he viol ated?

A | don't feel | have violated any of the Robert's
Rul e of Order.

Q No. I'masking you what rule of order M. Mbrgan
was vi ol ati ng.
He was di srupting the neeting.

But you don't know --

> O >

The specific rule, no, sir.

Q Al right. Before asking -- or directing the
plaintiff to |l eave, did you consult w th anyone,
i ncluding M. @Gall agher, about the propriety of asking --
or directing M. Mdrgan to | eave?

A No.
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Q D d you request | aw enforcenent's involvenent in
t hat neeti ng?

A | don't believe that there were any | aw
enforcenent officers there. | don't believe. | believe
t hat Sheriff Burnett may have not been at that neeting.
| don't recall himbeing at that neeting.

Q So, after both of these neetings, whether, you
know, the January one or the June neeting, did you have
any communi cations with Deputy Wnters, Sheriff Burnett,
or any conm ssi on nenbers about your decisions? And |I'm
t al ki ng about post renoval. D d you have any di scussions
wth the sheriff, M. Wnters, or conm ssion nenbers
about your decision to have not only M. Morgan but
M. Leonard | eave the neeting?

A Not that | recall, no.

Q D d you have any conmuni cations with the county
attorney before or after these incidents about how to
handl e nenbers of the public at comm ssion neeti ngs?

MR H CKEY: Let ne object to that. | think
that's going to be an attorney-client objection. So, |I'm
going to just --

Don't answer that question.

And if we need to talk about that later, we
can.

MR. FLORES: And the reason why | asked, just
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for the record, is because there was -- she had testified
that the county attorney was there to advise them
about --

MR HI CKEY: During the neetings. |f they
have questions during the neetings. But if you're
t al ki ng about outside the neetings, there's
attorney-client privilege. He represented the county.
So, I'"'mjust going to nake that objection. |[|'mnot sure
how critical the question is for the entirety of the
case, but...

MR FLORES: | hear you.
BY MR FLORES:

Q Al right. So, after both neetings did you have

any communi cations, by text, email, or otherw se,

regarding the plaintiff's renoval with anyone outside

of --

A No.

Q -- of your attorney, outside of your attorney, any
attorney?

A No.

Q Wat did you hope in both instances woul d be
acconplished by having the plaintiff renmoved or silenced?
MR HICKEY: Object to the form

A To maintain order.

Q To maintain order. And is that the -- what did
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you hope woul d be acconplished by having M. Leonard
| eave the January neeting?

A Just to nmaintain order.

Q Now, | ooking back as we sit here now, do you think
your actions in both neetings foll owed proper procedures?

A Yes.

Q Wuld you, |ooking back at it now, would you have
handl ed these situations differently?

A No.

Q So you think what you did was conpl etely proper?

A Yes.

Q Wat is your understanding of the difference
bet ween di sruptive conduct and protected speech at public
nmeet i ngs?

MR HICKEY: Object to the form

A D sruptive would be to be argunentative, to be
aggressive, to, you know, not have a di al ogue between
yoursel f and soneone el se -- the comm ssion and sonmeone
el se, you know, to elicit response from you know, people
in the chairs alongside him Just to be disruptive.

Q And you don't believe by pointing your finger at

soneone and sayi ng, "Hey, buddy, we're not going to go

t here," that was not rude, disrespectful, or anything
l'i ke that?
A  No.
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Q You don't think so?

A Huh- uh.

Q How would you define the term "freedom of speech"?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A Freedom of speech woul d be, you know, to
peaceful ly, you know -- if you have a convicti on about
sonet hi ng and you want to |l et that conviction -- you
know, go through the proper channels and you peacefully,
you know, tell sonebody about your convictions, tell
sonebody about your feelings, make your request known.

Q Does peacefully addressi ng soneone nean somet hi ng

| i ke, oh, pretty please, can we do -- | nean --
A No. No.
Q No?

A Not at all.

Q Wat is your -- how would you define freedom of
assenbl y?

A Freedom of assenbly would to peacefully assenbl e.
| nmean, you know, you can, you know, you can assenbl e and
peopl e -- passerbyers can see that you -- what you stand
for and what you believe in.

Q | think you nay've already answered this. Are you
awar e of any gui dance or training that Marion County as a
whol e provi des conmm ssion nenbers, respecting the first

rights of the public?
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A  No.

Q Has anyone other than the plaintiff or M. Leonard
been renoved or threatened with renoval during a
conmm ssion neeting during your tenure as chairperson?

A  No.

Q Have you or the conm ssion as a whol e ever
recei ved conplaints before, in the past, regarding
treatnment of the public during conm ssion neetings?

A Not that |'maware of, no, sir.

Q So when you say not that you're aware of, is it
possi bl e that there could be sone but you just don't know
of them personally?

A It's not been brought to the attention of the
conmm ssion, no, Sir.

Q Have you ever been the subject of any
I nvesti gation, discipline or conplaint in connection wth
your conduct as a chairperson or in your role as an
enpl oyee of the Town of Jasper?

A | have never had a conpl aint nor any proceedi ngs
against ne as far as the Town of Jasper. As far as the
comm ssion, are you tal king about prior to these
pr oceedi ngs?

Q Yes. At any tinme during your tenure.

A Prior to these proceedi ngs?

MR, HI CKEY: Anytine since you've been --
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A | believe there is an --

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A -- ethics conplaint regardi ng these proceedi ngs.

Q Al right. And that would be froma guy by the
nane of --

A Ruric Brandt. But other than that, no.

Q And where did that conplaint go? Wat's the
status?

A It has went before the committee -- | believe that
was al so recorded -- and | believe it has been referred
to out side counsel to review

Q Wiat was the nature of the conplaint by
M. Brandt?

A There was nultiple conplaints against nultiple
comm ssioners. Mne was just a little paragraph -- a
sentence actually, is what mne was. | believe it is
regarding the library board and a | ot of specifics on
that. The ethics conplaints for the commssion is --
there's al so people that have voted on the drug task
force. The comm ssioners that voted, you know, he's
naned several of the conm ssioners in that.

Q And the allegations were what, as you under st and?

A On whi ch one?

Q Any of them
A

That was directed at ne?
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Q At anybody. You, anyone else. Wat's your
under standi ng of the nature of the conplaint? Actually
t he specifics of the conpl aint.

A He wanted -- on the library, he wanted specifics
on sone things that the Marion County library board
t hensel ves have done. | don't have the specifics on
t hat .

On the Marion County drug task force, we voted on

a resolution to retain, | guess, for lack of a better
term the home county, the Twelfth Judicial Drug Task

Force, which is nine counties, a resolution to have,

i ke, Marion County be like, | guess, the hone county in
t hat .

And he felt like that there may' ve been sone
conflicts on -- let's see, Cantrell. Jimy Cantrell is a

forestry agent who has an arson investi gator

certification, because he fights forest fires. He felt

li ke that that violated sone kind of | aw enforcenent. He

felt |like that was consi dered | aw enforcenment as wel|l.
One of the conplaints is agai nst David Abbott, who

Is the president of the bank that has the account at his

bank, that it was a conflict for himbecause -- | think

t hat was the one. And then ne being married to the chief

of police, he felt like that because | was nmarried to the

chief of police that there was sonme kind of connection
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bet ween the drug task force and the Jasper Police
Depart nent .
Q Wio's the outside counsel?

| do not know.

A
Q Wwo did the referral to outside counsel?

A The ethics commttee.

Q And who's on the ethics conmttee?

A You wll have to contact David Jackson. | do not
know everyone on the ethics commttee.

Q Are the ethics commttee nenbers nenbers of the
Marion County comm ssion?

A There are ot her outside people on there as well,
citizens.

Q Do you know whet her the -- outside counsel, it
woul dn't have been this firmhere that's defendi ng you
today, is it?

A No.

MR HI CKEY: It is not.
MR FLORES: | was trying to make sure.
MR HI CKEY: No, it's not.

BY MR FLORES:

Q And outside counsel, we're tal ki ng about sonebody
outside of Billy Gall agher?

A Yes.

95

Q And you don't know where those conpl aints stand as
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we sit here today?

A | do not.

Q And when you say outside counsel has taken the
case, are they the ones that are investigating the
conpl ai nts?

A Yes.

Q Do you know if the outside counsel is doing that
In conjunction with any state agency, whether it's TBI,
office of the state conptroller, or anybody involved with
t he governor's office?

A | do not know.

Q Has the Town of Jasper been subject to any
I nvestigations in the last two years by the Tennessee
conptroller or any other state agency regardi ng your
conduct during your enploynent with the Town of Jasper?

A No.

Q \Wre you ever the target of any investigation by
any state agency about how you were payi ng your
husband -- how pay would go to your husband and ot her
police officers wwth the Town of Jasper?

A No.

Q Do you know if there are any other neeting
m nut es, agendas, videos, or other records that you
bel i eve woul d accurately refl ect what happened during the

January and June events, besides what you' ve seen today?
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A No.

Q Are you aware of any fornmal reports, conplaints,
or other records regarding -- or training materials
regardi ng renmoval of nenbers fromthe public -- of the
public from comm ssion neetings?

A No.

MR, FLORES: Let's go ahead take a | ook at
this video here.

It's a video that |asts six mnutes and 33
seconds. |It's a cell phone video. And this is
M. Mrgan at the podium And it was on the June -- on

Exhi bit 14, he was on the agenda that day. So |I'm going

to play this inits entirety.

MR, HI CKEY: Have you sent this?

MR FLORES: Yeah.

MR HICKEY: | don't recognize it. | know
you sent the link and it expired.

MR. FLORES: That one dropped out.

MR HICKEY: | don't renenber this one.

MR FLORES: | can get Wndi to send that to
you. You want ne to Dropbox it to you. You want to copy
t his?

MR HICKEY: | just want it produced.

MR. FLORES: Yeah. You have to copy -- it's

just going to be in the record, but do you want to go
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ahead and copy -- downl oad t hese?

MR HICKEY: Has it -- it's not been produced
yet, has it?

MR FLORES: It shoul d' ve been produced in
initial disclosures.

MR, HI CKEY: Ckay.

MR FLORES: | nean, take a | ook and nake
sure that I'mcorrect. Because | sent you links to that.

|'mgoing to show you a video here. W're
just going to let it play. It's 6 mnutes and 33
seconds.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

MR. HI CKEY: Pause it for a second. D d you
say what this was?

MR FLORES: This is a June -- this is a cel
phone vi deo, June 24th agenda -- conmi ssi on neeting.

MR HI CKEY: You may have, | just don't
remenber.

MR, FLORES: Ckay.

(Vi deo pl ays.)
BY MR FLORES:

Q So far we've heard fromthe plaintiff. That was

you speaki ng now, at two m nutes and 18 seconds on this.
And that was M. Gallagher; is that correct?

A That's correct.
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(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q GCkay. At 4:56 you're texting the police
departnent. Wy did you do that?
A Because | felt like that | aw enforcenent nay be
needed.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q So at 5 mnutes and about 15 seconds, who's asking
fromthe comm ssion to ask M. Mdrgan a question?
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Do you know who that was?
A You're going to have to keep pl aying.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
| felt like that's Chris Mdurrison. | don't know
who that first one was, w thout seeing the other video.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q So why did you, again, why did you feel it was
necessary to call the police and tell M. Mrgan that you
were calling the police?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form Asked and

answer ed.
A | felt like that | aw enforcenment may be needed.
Q Since then have you -- are police, whether it's

Town of Jasper or the sheriff's office, are there
peopl e --

MR, FLORES: Do you want to downl oad that?
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MR H CKEY: Yes. But go ahead. [I'IIl just
get sonebody to nmake a copy of it.

MR FLORES: Ckay.
BY MR FLORES:

Q So why did you believe -- or since then, since
June of 2024, does the conm ssion have | aw enf or cenent
posted there on a regul ar basis?

A There is typically an officer there now.

Q And what was -- what notivated that? Wat
changed?

A Just for, you know, public safety, you know.

Do you know a fellow by the nane of John Chri stof?
| do.
And how do you know hi nf?

> O >» O

| have an order of protection against him

Q And what was the purpose of that order of
pr ot ecti on?

A He was naki ng threats.

Q And how was he nmaking those threats?

A He was nmaki ng social nedia threats.

Q And you and, | understand, several others have
t aken an order of protection out agai nst the fell ow,
right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And have you directed anyone, besides getting an
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order of protection, directed anyone to renbve or keep

John Christof fromattendi ng any --

A No.
Q -- conmm ssion neetings? You haven't?
A | have not.

Q Do you know if anyone has, besides the order of
protection?

A Just with the order of protection being in place,
he hasn't been at any of the neetings.

Q Prior to getting the order of protection, what was

the -- how many tines did M. Christof attend conmi ssion
nmeet i ngs?
A He was there -- he's been there a few tines.

Q Was there anything that he did during the
comm ssion neetings that caused or gave you concern to
have hi mrenoved or call police on hin?
A No.
Q So, the order of protection is outside of anything
t hat occurred during conmm ssion neetings?
A Yes.
MR FLORES: | think that's all 1've got,
Tom
MR H CKEY: Ckay.
(Signature not discussed.)

DEPOSI TI ON CONCLUDED AT 1:13
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF TENNESSEE:
COUNTY OF HAM LTON:

I, Sheila D. WIson, Licensed Court Reporter
#268 and Notary Public, in and for the State of
Tennessee, do hereby certify that the deposition of LINDA
MASON was reported by ne in machi ne shorthand, and that
the foregoing 101 pages of the transcript is a true and
accurate record to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability.

| further certify that | amnot related to
nor an enpl oyee of counsel or any of the parties to the
action, nor aml in any way financially interested in the
out cone of this case.

| further certify that | amduly |icensed by

t he Tennessee Board of Court Reporting, as evidenced by
the LCR nunber and expiration date follow ng ny nane
bel ow.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 20th day of Cctober 2025.

Al W) dbot

Sheila D. WIlson, LCR #268
Expiration date: 6/30/2026.
Not ary Publ i c Comm ssion
Expires: 1/17/2027.
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