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DI SCLOSURE
STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF HAM LTON
DEPONENT: SHERI FF RONNI E "BO' BURNETT

Pursuant to the Rul es and Regul ati ons of the Tennessee
Board of Court Reporting, | nmake the follow ng
di scl osure:

I am a Tennessee Licensed Court Reporter. | amhere
as an i ndependent contractor for WIson Reporting
Agency.

W son Reporting Agency was contacted to provide court
reporting services for this deposition. W]Ison Reporting
Agency will not be taking this deposition under any
contract that is prohibited by TCA 24-9-136.

W | son Reporting Agency has no contract/agreenent to
provide reporting services with any party to the case,
any counsel in the case, or any reporter or reporting
agency fromwhoma referral m ght have been made to cover
t hi s deposition.

W | son Reporting Agency wll charge its usual and
customary rates to all parties in the case, and a
financial discount will not be given to any party to this
litigation.

Sheila D. WIson, LCR#268
Expiration date: June 30, 2026
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The deposition of SHERI FF RONNI E "BO' BURNETT,
taken on the 26th of Septenber 2025, on behalf of the
Plaintiff, beginning at approxinmately 1:26 p.m, in the
of fices of Spicer Rudstrom PLLC, 537 Market St., Su 203,
Chat t anooga, Tennessee, before Sheila D. W/ son, Licensed
Court Reporter #268, and Notary Public.

Thi s deposition is taken pursuant to the terns and
provi sions of the Federal Rules of G vil Procedure.

Signature of the witness not discussed.

I
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SHERI FF RONNI E " BO' BURNETT,
called as a witness at the instance of the Plaintiff,
havi ng been first placed under oath, was exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR FLORES:
Q Sheriff, | say this fromthe start, but I'Il, you
know, say it and then it turns out to be otherwwse. [|I'm

going to try to be as brief with you as we can here --

A | appreciate that.

Q -- because we've got a lot of it on video. | just
want to go into sone background about the sheriff's
departnent policies and so on and so forth because you're
t he best source for that.

Have you ever given a deposition in the past?

A | have.

Q So you're probably famliar with -- and you' ve

seen the interaction that Thomas and | had with

Ms. Mason?

A  Uh- huh.

Q If there are questions that | put to you, try to
verbalize them yes, no, whatever. |If there are -- if |

tend to talk over you, or vice versa, it won't pick up
well. And I'll do ny best --

A "Il do nmy best not to tal k over you, counsel or.
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Q And if there are any questions that you don't
under st and, please |let ne know --
A 1 wll.
Q ~-- and then I'll rephrase them
So, you've given a deposition in the past. Can
you give us an overvi ew of what the occasi ons were?
A On the | ast deposition?
Q Any deposition.
Whil e Thomas is doing that, | failed to ask you to
say your full nane.
Ronni e Burnett.
And you go by Bo?
Uh- huh.

Q >» O >

And is that what people in Marion County know you
as, Bo Burnett?

A Gven to ne by ny great-grandnother.

Q And how | ong have you been sheriff of Marion
County?

A Twenty-t hree years.

Q Can you describe your responsibilities as a

sheriff?

A Several responsibilities. | mean, you know, the
bi ggest thing is nmy budget. | have -- I'min charge of
the jail; make sure civil process gets served; |I'min

charge of security of the courts; go to county conm ssion
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neetings and be available to themif they have questi ons.
Basically that's all | can think of right now |I'msure
there's sone nore duties.

Q "' mgoing to -- before we get too much farther in,
' mgoing to have you take a | ook at -- watch your
fingers on here, Sheriff, because | ooks |ike one of the
paper clip prongs are sticking out.

Sheriff, go ahead and take a | ook at that docunent
and review And if you can, there is a page -- it's not
nunbered but it conmes after -- and | don't know why these
are not nunbered. But after interrogatory 19 there is a
page that bears a signature on it. It would be the very
next page after that, Sheriff. There you go. |Is that
your signature there?

A It is.

Q And that's a copy of your signature, correct?

A It is.

Q Do you have any reason to doubt that it's your
si gnat ure?

A No, | don't.

Q And if you could take a |l ook at the entire
docunent. And |et us know when you're ready and --

A |"mready. |'ve already | ooked over it before.

MR FLORES: |If we could go ahead and nark

that as his.
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(Exhibit 16 was marked.)

Q Sheriff, I"'mproducing that to you because |I'm
going to be referencing it back and forth.

A  Uh- huh.

Q So, can you describe your responsibilities as
sheriff as they pertain to attendi ng county comm ssi on
nmeet i ngs?

A | don't think I"mrequired to attend them |

attend themas a courtesy to the conmm ssion, because a

| ot of times, you know -- and a lot tinmes | have things
on the agenda that | have to address. But, you know, |
don't think statutorily I"mrequired, but | do it as a

courtesy. Always have.

Q And were you present at the Marion County
comm ssion neeting on January 29, 20247

Now, let nme explain to you a couple things. The

m nutes and the agendas dealing with the conm ssion
neetings, particularly this one here, Exhibit 5,
we have -- the neeting actually occurred January 29, even
t hough the agenda says January 22nd.

A Ckay. | was confused on the dates.

Q You recall being at that January neeting?

A | was.

Q And prior to going into the neat and pot at oes of

that, because we're going to reference the video -- |I'm
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going to queue that up. Before we get into that, |
wanted to nmake sure we had that ready to go.

Have you specifically received any training
regardi ng the handling of public neetings and
interactions with citizens?

A No.

Q And I'"'mgoing to ask you sone silly questions, it
may seemlike. You' re POST certified, are you not?

A  Uh- huh.

Q And is that yes?

A Oh, I'msorry. Yes. | forget. M apologies.
Yes.

Q And for the record for your deposition, POST
stands for Peace O ficer Standards and Trai ni ng
Conmi ssi on?

A Unh- huh. It is.

Q And to be a |law enforcenent officer in the state
of Tennessee, you have to be PCST certified?

A Correct.

Q So are you famliar wth any Marion County
Sheriff's Ofice policies regarding the renoval of
i ndi vi dual s from public neetings?

A No.

Q Are you aware of any departnent policies

concerning the use of force or de-escal ation of --
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de-escal ation tactics? Let ne back up.

Are there any policies or training that the
sheriff's office gives their deputies regarding
de-escal ating situations invol ving nenbers --

A That's part of inservice training now, is
de-escalation. You're required to have an hour, | think
an hour course on it.

Q And have you and Deputy Wnters had that type
of -- that training?

A Yeah. | just took mne |ast week.

Q And can you explain what your departnent's use of
force policy requires regarding interactions with the
public? Just overall.

A Ch. Well, you know, | like for ny officers to,
you know, use verbal de-escalation if they can. And if
it gets to the point they can't, they can use soft force,
we call soft force, putting hands on. Can use force to
put sonebody in a position to handcuff themif they're
maki ng an arrest. If that doesn't work, they can use
tasers. The last part of use of force is deadly force,
which | just...

Q And would you agree with nme that having multiple
officers on a scene would be alnost a deterring effect to
try to -- can be used to try to cal msonebody down, to

de-escal ate t henf?
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A Ch, vyes.

Q Now, let's go and focus on the January 29th
meeting. Can you describe the events that |led up to your
interaction with M. Morgan?

A Wll, I was in the audience. M. Mrgan was at
the podium H mand chairnman Linda were -- | don't know
how to describe it. They were both back and forth wth
each other, and at sone point she said, "I can have you
renoved."” And she says, "Sheriff Burnett, | want him
renoved fromthis neeting.”

Q And have you seen the video of this case, of the
January 29th neeting?

A  Uh- huh.

s that yes?

Ch. Yes. I'msorry again.
"1l keep rem ndi ng you.
Yeah, do that.

| don't want to seemli ke a snart al eck.

> 0 >» O >» O

No, | understand. | know better.
Q So, was it Ms. Mason that requested your

assistance in regard to M. Mrgan?

A It was.
Q And, you know, the video will speak for itself,
but what do you -- as we sit here now, what do you

understand Ms. Mason's request was?
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A To renove M. Morgan fromthe neeting.

Q Now, did you find -- at one point -- or at any
poi nt during this neeting did you observe M. Mrgan
acting in a disruptive or threateni ng manner?

A | don't really have an opinion, you know. He was
speak loudly, but |I don't know -- | don't, | don't have
an opinion on it.

Q Well, and not to put too fine a point on it, but
did you observe anything from M. Mrgan that woul d' ve
been di sruptive or threatening? |'m asking your
observati ons.

A You' re asking ny opinion? M personal opinion or
ny | aw enforcenent opinion, or what?

Q VYes. As a law enforcenent officer, yes, Sheriff.

A Not at that time | didn't.

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

Q Wien you approached the plaintiff, what did you
say to hinf

A | told him best of ny recollection, |I said, "You
need to | eave."

Q And do you renenber his response?

A "Am | under arrest?"

And | said, "You need to | eave."
And he said -- best of ny recollection, he said,

"You're violating ny First Anendnment rights."
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And | said, "I'mnot asking to | eave,"” | said,
"the chairman is. You need to |eave."
And he turned around and left. And that was, that
was the only conversation | had with him
Q Al right. Do you recall if you nade any physi cal

contact with hinf

A | may' ve put ny hand on his shoulder. | can't
remenber. | | ooked at the video the other day, but there
was sonet hing blocking it. But | don't renenber naking

any physical contact with him

Q Al right. If you had, would that be a soft hands
type tactic?

A Very nmuch soft hands.

Q Al right. D d anyone else, for exanple, Deputy
Wnters, use any kind of -- make any kind of physical
contact with M. Morgan?

A Not that | seen.

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form
Q At any tinme was M. Moirgan, either by you or

Deputy Wnters, placed under arrest or threatened wth

arrest?
A No.
Q If anyone was making any threats of arrest, who

woul d you believe that woul d've been com ng fronf

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form
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14

A | didn't hear any threats of arrest from anybody.

Q And how long did the entire incident involving
your contact with M. Mrgan | ast?

A Probably 15 or 20 seconds.

Q Wiat authority did you act upon to renobve or
assist in renmoving M. Mdirgan fromthe neeting?

A A request fromthe chairnmn.

Q Do you believe that -- in renoving M. Morgan,
were you followi ng orders from soneone? |s that what
your belief is?

A | was foll ow ng a request.

Q Follow ng a request. So you don't believe that
Ms. Mason was ordering you to do that?

A No. No, | don't.

Q You understand the different co-equal branches of
governnent, don't you?

A | do.

Q And what are they? Wat are the three different
branches of governnent ?

A Are you tal king about the federal governnent or
| ocal, state governnent? Which governnent are you
t al ki ng about ?

Q Al of our governnent, whether --

A Well, you have --

Q ~-- it's city or state.
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15

A You have judicial, you have adm nistrative and --
"' mnot sure what the third one woul d be.

Q There are actually the legislative --

A Ch, okay. |If you're talking about -- 1egislative,
you have judicial, and the adm ni strative, | guess you
can call it. Governor or president, congress, and then

Suprene Court, or whatever, if you want to use the
f ederal system

Q But you as the sheriff, you would agree with ne
that you're in the executive branch of governnent,
correct?

A Yes.

Q Had Ms. Mason, you know, ordered you or directed
you -- not requested but said "I'mordering you" or "I'm

telling you you need to renove M. Myrgan," would you
have taken any different steps or acted differently with
M. Morgan?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A No.

Q Prior to renoving M. Mrgan, did you consult wth
anyone, such as another comm ssion nmenber or other |aw
enforcenent officers?

A No.

Q Do you believe that, fromyour | aw enforcenent

experience, that two officers, two | aw enf orcenent
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officers at the direction or request of a county
comm ssioner to |leave is coercive in nature?
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A | ' m not understandi ng your questi on.

Q Do you understand -- and again, not to be a smart
al eck but just so the record is clear, do you understand
what the term "coercion" neans?

A Yes.

Q And what does that nean to you?

A I nti m date.

Q Wuld you agree with ne that sonetines | aw
enforcenent officers can acconplish their m ssion by
sinply their presence and saying, "look, you have to go,"
because they're clothed in authority as a police officer?

A Ch yes.

Q And so that would actually be a helpful tactic, to
renove sonmebody by using police coercion rather than
going straight to the baton or sonething --

A Ch, vyes.

Q -- like that?

Besi des, as you claim your words, M. Mason
requested, were you instructed by the chairperson or
anyone el se about how to handle M. Mrgan after he had
left --

A  No.
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17

Q -- the building?

All right. Wen you renoved M. Mrrgan, did you
follow any particular policy of the sheriff's office in
t he renoval ?

A Not that |I'm aware of.

Q Are you aware of any witten rules or guidelines
fromthe comm ssion or the county as a whol e, outside of
your agency, about renoving nenbers of the public from
t he county comm ssi on neetings?

A ' m not aware of any.

Q The sheriff's office policies, did you or Deputy
Wnters deviate fromthe policies regarding the renoval
or -- let nme back up.

The sheriff's office has policies regarding the
use of force, does it not?

A It does.

Q If you could take a | ook at Exhibit 16, Sheriff.

And we're going to a docunent here -- it's sonme docunents
t hat you' ve added on the request for production. And |I'm
starting at page 22, and it's on the use of --
A Oh, you're tal king about the policy?
Q Yes, sir.
A | don't have that in this one.
MR H CKEY: |It's page 22 of the policies.

Q O the policies. It should be attached to your --
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A They' re not here.
Q They're not in there?

A Wll, maybe they are. Yeah. I|I'msorry. [|I'm

Q No apol ogy necessary. See that?

A Yes.

Q Al right. So, just kind of wal k through for the
reader of this deposition. This is a policy that you
requi re your deputies to go by, correct?

A It is.

Q And then going on page 23, it goes to restrictions
on the force, right? Such as choke hol ds, inpact weapons
and so on. And then page 24 goes further on inpact
weapons; tal ks about chem cal spray --

A Unh- huh.  Yes.

Q -- and tasers; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So |looking at page 22 again, it cones under
a subheadi ng of Authorization to Use Non-Deadly Force.
And t hose speak for itself. Looking at page 22, did you
or Deputy Wnters deviate in any way fromthe policy
dealing with the use of non-deadly force, particularly
t he authorization to use non-deadly force?

A No.

Q But here -- the policy speak for itself. It
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says: "Oficers are authorized to use departnent-approved
non-deadly force techni ques and aut hori zed weapons to
prevent the escape from custody, or effect a | awful
arrest, or a person whomthe officer believes has
commtted an of fense.™

A Yes.

Q And then it also says: "Protects or defend the
officer or others fromwhat he reasonably believes to be
active resistance while effecting or attenpting to effect
an arrest, or while preventing or attenpting to prevent
an escape. "

Looki ng at that policy, was the renoval of
M. Mrgan fromthe comm ssion neeting commensurate with
the authorization to use non-deadly force to get himto
| eave the neeting?

I n other words, what specifically was he doing,
ot her than being -- that Ms. Mason wanted you and Deputy
Wnters to renove him what was M. Mirgan specifically
doi ng that woul d' ve conpell ed you on your own to renove
himfromthe neeting? Let's just say on your own. WAas
he doi ng anything that you saw that woul d've justified
you and Deputy Wnters to come up and renove himfromthe
meeti ng?

A | don't see anything that would conpel ne to do

t hat .
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Q You didn't see it. Al right.

Sheriff, did you prepare any reports or witten
docunents invol ving your interaction with M. Mrgan at
t he January 22 -- or 29, 2024 neeting?

A No, | didn't.

Q D d you have any conmmuni cations after the incident
with Ms. Mason or other deputies or any other county
official regarding M. Mrgan's renoval ?

A | spoke to Deputy Wnters after the neeting.
Because he, he did wal k outside, and | just asked him
what was t he conversation about when they went outside.
And he said he gave himinformti on about how to get on
t he agenda and conme back next nonth to speak.

Q You're tal king about "he" being Deputy Wnters?

A Deputy Wnters, yes.

Q To your know edge, has anyone el se been renoved
froma county conmm ssion neeting by order of a conm ssion
menber ?

Not in ny 23 years.
Wuld this be the first tine?

It is.

| do.

A

Q

A

Q Do you find that unusual ?

A

Q And why do you find it unusual ?
A

| ' ve been going to county conm ssion since 1980
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when ny dad was on there. And |'ve been going to them
regularly since then, and |'ve never seen anybody renoved
until that night. So | would consider that unusual.

Q And you would agree with ne there were no crim na
charges filed against M. Modrgan as a result of the
January 2024 neeting?

A  There was not.

Q | think I'"mjust about done.

You weren't present at the June 2024 neeting, were
you, Sheriff?

A Evidently I wasn't. | couldn't renmenber, but to
listen evidently | wasn't.

Q And the sanme questions | put -- | don't know if
you were here for Ms. Mason. But your understandi ng as
sheriff, do you know how -- can you descri be your
under st andi ng, as the sheriff of Marion County, of how
t he First Amendnent protections, such as freedom of
speech and assenbly, apply to peopl e addressi ng county
conmi ssi on neetings?

A | think they have a right to their opinion at
county conmm ssi on neeti ngs.

Q Wiether the county conmissioners like it or not,
as long as they're not -- the person addressing themis
not being threatening wth violence or even using foul

| anguage such as "f you," you believe that they can
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address them as they deemfit, as long as they don't go
over those |lines?
A | agree.
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
Q Do your officers receive any training on First
Anendnent rights and how they apply to public neetings?

A It's in the inservice training. It's a yearly

22

thing. W have to do for 40 hours, and sone of that's in

t heir training.

Q And can you give us an overview of what you -- of
sone of that training that you just tal ked about --
descri bed?

A Well, basically it covers First Anendnment, Second

and the Fourth, which are, you know, three of the basics

we use in |aw enforcenment, you know. And it's -- there's

a class onit. | just took it nyself here not |ong ago.

Just explains it.

Q |'"mgoing to just review a couple other things and

then we're going to go straight to that one video and
then we'll be done.
Sheriff, if you could go ahead and take a | ook at

Exhibit 16, and start back with those policies. | want

to direct your attention to page 19.
So, I'mlooking at Procedures. 1It's policy 4.0.

It's on page 19.
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A De- escal ati on?

Q Yes, sir

A Ckay

Q And here -- it speaks for itself, but it tal ks
about, |ike on de-escalation, Section A, 5, "Wen

feasible, officers should practice tactica

repositioning” to | essen the | evel of danger involved,
you know, noving by to another |ocation, and so on. Al so
tal ks about, when feasible, "will use di sengagenents,
area containnent.” And it also tal ks about, nunber 1,
"shall use advi senents and warni ng persuasi on"” before
resorting to force.

Is that what you and Deputy Wnters were doi ng
here when you approached the plaintiff, is that you were
trying to de-escal ate himand using sone kind of
per suasi ve verbal instructions?

A That was ny intention.

Q And so in this particular case, do you believe
that by putting your hands on him whether it's even for
a brief nonent, was following the force continuumto try
to persuade M. Mdrgan to | eave on his own?

A | do.

Q And was there any intent to, at that point, to
cause hi m any physical harn?

A No.
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Q Al right. Do you understand -- and we'll | ook at
t he video, but do you understand as we sit here today
that M. Morgan believed or felt like that was harm you
know, he was -- that you were inflicting sone kind of

harm on hi nf?

A Sure. | understand that.
Q You understand that's his position?
A Yes. | understand that.
Q Al right. So, Sheriff, we're going to go now to
t he vi deo.
Sheriff, I"'mgoing to start at 1 hour and 37
m nutes, and then I'lI|l ask you sone questions fromthe

video here. Can you see it okay?
A Yes, | do.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q And so in sunmmary, it's Comm ssioner Brandt asking
of M. Gallagher a question about the chairman
rel i nqui shing the gavel before they engage in any
conversations. Do you agree with ne that's one of the
topics here that M. Brandt was tal ki ng about ?
A It is.
Q And so we'll play on. It's at 1 hour 37 m nutes
23 seconds.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

Let ne ask about that. Because M. Gll agher was
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sayi ng, you know, the chairnman is not supposed to engage
I n those kind of discussions and follow the rul es of
order. And then we heard Ms. Mason say "I never foll ow
the rules. | am opinionated.”
Dd you think that that was a j oke?
MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A Yes, | did think it was a joke.

Q Ddyou think it was an appropri ate joke, given
t hat she's the chairman of the comm ssion and this is not
only in front of a neeting of the citizens but was
live-streaned to the conmmunity?

A My answer would be | wish she hadn't said it.

Q So would you have done that as sheriff, if
sonebody asked you about do you follow the rules, the
law, to say "I don't follow the |law, |'m opinionated"?
Do you think it would ve --

A | don't believe |I would say that.

Q And | know you wouldn't have, Sheriff. [|'ve just
got to let you say what your opinion was of M. Mason
saying this to the public.

So nowl'd like to go into the event with
M. Morgan.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Ckay. At 1 hour 50 m nutes 26 seconds,

Ms. Mason is asking "Does anyone have any public
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comment s?"

(Vi deo pl ays.)

So 1 mnute and -- 1 hour and 50 m nutes and
39 seconds, can we agree that's M. Mrgan that's
addressing Ms. Mason? Do you need to hear sonme nore?

A No.

Q Can we agree that's hinf

(Vi deo pl ays.)
A That's Dave Thonpson there.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So at 1 hour 50 m nutes 57 seconds, that's
M. Mrgan identifying hinself. D d you hear that?

A | did.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So finishing up at 1 hour 51 m nutes and 30
seconds, we heard M. Mrgan addressing the conm ssion
and Ms. Mason sayi ng, "Ckay, buddy," pointing her finger,
"l ook, we're not going there." Ws M. Mrgan being
aggressive or disruptive at that point?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A No.

Q Wiat was your opinion of Ms. Mason's comments and
conduct toward M. Mrgan at that point?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A | really don't have an opinion. That was -- she
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was the one that did that. So | don't really -- | really
don't have an opinion on it.

Q Do you think that was appropriate, given her
position as the chairman of the conmm ssion, to have nade
t hose gestures and nade those coments to M. Mrgan?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A | don't have an opinion. | just, you know -- |
don't know.

Q Wuld you have done that as sheriff?

MR HICKEY: Object to the form

A | would hope | didn't, but, you know, there's
probably been tines that | have. But | just -- I'd hope
I woul dn't.

Q But you understand that she's the chai rman of the
comm ssi on, the governing body, |egislative body of
Marion County, Tennessee, correct, during that tine?

A That's correct.

Q And you understand that she's hol di ng that
position as a representative of county governnent in
general, right?

A Yes.

Q And you don't believe that her conduct was
appropriate or inappropriate?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

A | really just don't have an opinion. | nean,
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that's, that's her actions. So, you know -- | know you
want ne to voice an opinion, but | really don't have one.

Q Al right. Let ne ask you this: As a |aw
enforcenent officer, by acting in this way -- or at this
poi nt who do you believe escalated the situation from
just the dial ogue as we heard from M. Mirgan to nore
heat ed exchange?

A Probably both parties.

Q Both parties you think?

A | think, yes.

Q So at this point is it fair to say that the first
one -- | guess the first blow struck would be Ms. Mason
to M. Morgan?

A | would agree with that.

Q Let's march on. W're going to 1 hour 51 m nutes
30 seconds.

(Vi deo pl ays.)
So, at 1 hour 52 mnutes and 1 second, M. Morgan
Is saying "WII|l you |let ne speak, you know, not talking
over ne," to that effect. At that point, was M. Mrgan
bei ng di sruptive?

A I n my opinion, no.

MR HICKEY: Object to the form
(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q At 1 hour 52 m nutes and about 4 seconds,
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Ms. Mason then says "I can have you renoved.” D d you
see any -- "if you like."

Did you see anything at that point, several
seconds later fromny |ast question, anything M. Mbrgan
was doi ng that woul d've justified himbeing renoved
involuntarily fromthe conmm ssi on neeti ng?

A | guess --

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

A -- it was the opinion of the chairman that he was
bei ng | oud and argunentative with her.

Q No. I'msaying you as a |l aw enforcenent officer
and the chief | aw enforcenent officer of Marion County,
did you see anything that woul d've justified renoving him
fromthe comm ssion neeting at that point?

MR HI CKEY: As |aw enforcenent?
MR FLORES: Yes.

A As |law enforcenent, no.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q At 1 hour 52 mnutes and 15 seconds, M. Mson
said she was not going to listen to it. As we sit here
t oday, do you know what she was tal king about? Not going

tolisten to what ?

A | reckon the comments that he was naking to her,
or the statenments or whatever, |'m assum ng.
Q Ddthe way -- fromyour observation, did it |ook
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MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A | don't know. | don't know what she thought.

30

Q Wat was the inpression upon you, though, Sheriff?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A | guess him being argunentative wth her.

Q So you don't --

A It's hard for nme to say what she was thi nking,
because | really don't know. |'m assun ng that he was
bei ng | oud and argunentative with her and she wanted him
removed. That was the gist of what | got.

Q Let ne try to word this another way, Sheriff. |
nmean, you've been a police officer and just regul ar Joe,
you know, however nany years you' ve been alive --

A Forty-si x.

Q So, have you seen situations where one person
doesn't like -- sinply just didn't |Iike what the other
person has to say and gets upset about 1t?

A | have.

Q Does that -- does Ms. Mason's response to
M. Mrgan conpare to fol ks that you' ve seen that get
upset because they sinply don't |ike what they hear?

MR H CKEY: Object to the form

A It does.
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(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q So, at 1 hour 52 m nutes and 24 seconds,
M. Mrgan was sayi hg what he was saying, and, you know,
responded to Ms. Mason. And Ms. Mason says, "Can you
renove hi nP"

At this point, Sheriff, did you see any reason as
a | aw enforcenent officer that you woul d've had to've
arrested himor physically renoved himfromthe neeting
because of any violation of state | aw?

A At that point I wouldn't have filed any charges
agai nst him
Q Wuld you -- if it was left up to you at that
poi nt, Sheriff, would you have renoved himat all?
MR H CKEY: Object to the form
Q At this point.
A No. No, | wouldn't.
Q Ckay. "At this point being" 1 hour 52 m nutes and
25 seconds.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

And | know the video speaks for itself, but at one
point -- | don't know if we can actually get it to that
screen, that shot.

All right. At 1 hour 52 mnutes 17 seconds, it
| ooks |i ke soneone's hand is up there. W can't tell

because the gentleman with the blue shirt is in the way.

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

32

But is this where you think you m ght've, you know - -
A | mght've touched his arm at that point.
Q And did you see where M. Wnters had cone up and
put his hand on --
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
Q Wwatch fromM. Wnters coming fromthe left of the
screen.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

At 1 hour 52 minutes 34 seconds, do you see Deputy
Wnters reach up with his right armand place it on
M. Morgan's back?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form
A | see his right armgoing up but | can't see for
that person sitting there. So, | really can't say yes or
no.
(Vi deo pl ays.)
Q So, at 1 hour 52 minutes 46 seconds, we just heard
a comment from M. Donald Leonard. He's naking a
comment. Ms. Mason was telling him"And you can be
next."

Dd you see any behavior, at the tine you were
there, from M. Leonard that woul d' ve justified renoving
hi m fromthe comm ssi on neeting?

A Only he was being loud, but that's all. That's

all | heard, himbeing | oud, speaking |loudly to her, |
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guess, or the conm ssion.

Q And do you believe that that would ve justified
renoval fromthe comm ssion neeting sinply because he was
speaki ng | oud?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A | really don't have an opinion, you know. | just
don't have an opi ni on.

Q As a law enforcenent officer, do you believe that
you woul d' ve had justification to physically renove
M. Leonard at that point?

A No.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q So at 1 hour 52 m nutes and 53 seconds, M. Mson
Is asking you to renove M. Leonard. D d you believe at
t hat point that Ms. Mason was justified in directing
M. Leonard' s renoval fromthe comm ssion neeting?

MR HI CKEY: Object to the form

A | believe that she thought that -- | believe that,
you know, she thought that he should be renoved. So, she
asked ne to do that, so I...

Q And you, as the sheriff of Marion County, did you
believe, if it was your decision, you would ve had
justification to renove M. Leonard fromthe neeting at
t hat poi nt?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form
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A | probably woul d not have.
(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q At 1 hour 53 mnutes and 19 seconds, Ms. Mason
goes "This nman..."

(Vi deo pl ays.)

She's pointing her finger and saying "This nan
right here needs to |l eave this building right now " That
was -- she was referring to M. Mirgan, is what we've
est abl i shed.

Do you believe that Ms. Mason was justified in
directing you, or whoever she was directing, M. Mrgan
to be renoved fromthe buil di ng?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A | think she thought she, you know, she had the
aut hority and thought he should be renoved. | nean,
that's a decision she nade.

Q You, as the sheriff of Marion County, do you
believe that -- would you have nade the decision to
remove M. Morgan fromthe building at that point?

MR H CKEY: (bject to the form

A Probably not. Probably not.

(Vi deo pl ays.)

Q Sheriff, if you had to do it over again -- you

know, hindsight's 20/20 -- would you have done anyt hi ng

different other than sinply followng the directions
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from-- directions, request, or however you want to put
it, of Ms. Mason to renove M. Leonard and M. Mbrgan?
A No, | wouldn't do anything different.
MR HI CKEY: Object to the form
Q Wuldn't have done anything different?
A No.
MR FLORES: Ckay. Well, Sheriff, that's all
| have.
(Si gnature not discussed.)

DEPCSI TI ON CONCLUDED AT 2: 19
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STATE OF TENNESSEE:
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Not ary Publ i c Comm ssion
Expires: 1/17/ 2027

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com




Thomas William Morgan vs.
Marion County Govt, et al

Sheriff Ronnie Bur nett
September 26, 2025

#

#268 (1)
4.6

A

ability (2)
36:7

accomplish (1)
16:12

act (1)
14:5

acted (1)
15:16

acting (2)
12:4;28:4

actions (1)
28:1

active (1)
19:9

actually (4)
8:19;15:3;16:16;
31:21

added (1)
17:19

address (2)
8:11,22:1

addressing (4)
21:18,23;26:5,16

administrative (2)
15:1,5

advisements (1)
2311

again (4)
11:15;16:5;18:18;
34:23

against (2)
21:5;31:11

Agency (7)
3:8,9,11,13,16,18;
17:8

agenda (3)
8:11,20;20:13

agendas (1)
8:17

aggressive (1)
26:19

ago (1)
22:16

agree(9)
10:22;15:9;16:11;
21:4,22:3,24:19;26:4,
7,28:14

ahead (3)
7:8,24;22:21

aleck (2)
11:18;16:6

alive (1)
30:15

almost (1)
10:23

Always (1)
8:13
Amendment (4)
12:25;21:17;22:6,
13
apologies (1)
911

apology (1)
18:5

apply (2)
21:18;22:6

appreciate (1)
5:10

approached (2)
12:17;23:14

appropriate (3)
25:8;27:3,23

approximately (1)
4:3

area (1)

23:10
argumentative (3)
29:10;30:7,11

arm (3)
32:2,10,13
around (1)
13:3
arrest (8)
10:19;12:22;13:20,
21,23;14:1;19:4,10
arrested (1)
31:8
assembly (1)
21:18
assist (1)
14:6
assistance (1)
11:21
assuming (2)
29:24;30:10
attached (1)
17:25
attempting (2)
19:9,10
attend (2)
8:89
attending (1)
8.6
attention (1)
22:23
audience (1)
11.5
authority (3)
14:5;16:14;34:15
Authorization (3)
18:19,23;19:14
authorized (2)
19:1,2
available (1)
7:1

awér e(4)
9:24;17:5,6,10

6:23
B building (4)
17:1;34:7,12,19
back (7) BURNETT (5)
8:3;10:1;11:7; 4:1,5:1,6:11,15;
17:13;20:13;22:22; 11:9
32:11
background (1) C
5:12
Basically (2) call (2)
7:2;22:13 10:17;15:6
basics (1) called (1)
22:14 5:2
baton (1) calm (1)
16:18 10:24
bears (1) can (26)
7:12 5:9;6:5,20;7:2,9;
beginning (1) 8:5;10:11,15,16,17,
4:3 19,24;11:3,8;15:6;
behalf (1) 16:12;21:15,25;
4:2 22:10;24:13;26:4,7;
behavior (1) 29:1;31:4,21;32:19
32:21 case (6)
belief (1) 3:14,15,19;11:11;
14:10 23:18,36:9
believes (2) cause (1)
19:4,8 23:24
below (1) CERTIFICATE (1)
36:11 36:1
Besides (1) certified (2)
16:21 9:8,18
best (5) certify (1)
5:14,24,25;12:19, 36:5
24 chairman (9)
better (1) 11:6;13:2;14:7;
11:19 24:17,25:1,9,27:4,14;
i 29:9
b'%?g @ chairperson (1)
blocking (1) 16:22
13:9 charge (3)
blow (1) 3:18;6:23,25
28:12 charges (2)
blue (1) 21:5;31:10
31:25 Chattanooga (1)
BO (4) 45
4:1;5:1;6:12,15 chemical (1)
Board (2) 18:14
3:4:36:10 chief (1)
body (2) 29:12
27:15,15 choke (1)
both (3) 18112
11:7,28:8,9 citizens (2)
branch (1) 9:5,25:10
15:10 city (2)
branches (2) 14:25
14:15,19 Civil (2)
Brandt (2) 4:8,6:24
24:16,20 claim (1)
brief (2) 16:21
5:9;23:20 class(1)
buddy (1) 22:16
26:17 clear (1)
budget (1) 16:6

clip (1)
7.7

clothed (1)
16:14
co-equal (1)
14:15
coercion (2)
16:7,17
coercive (1)
16:2
coming (2)
13:24;32:6
commensurate (1)
19:13
comment (2)
32:18,19
comments (4)
26:1,22;27:5;29:23
commission (25)
6:25;8:6,9,15,17;
9:15;15:21;17:7,9;
19:13;20:17,17,25;
21:19,21,25:9;26:16;
27:4,15;29:6,14;
32:23;33:1,3,16
commissioner (2)
16:2;24:16
commissioners (1)
21:22
committed (1)
19:5
communications (1)
20:6
community (1)
25:11
compare (1)
30:22
compel (1)
19:24
compelled (1)
19:19
concerning (1)
9:25
CONCLUDED (1)
35:10
conduct (2)
26:23,27:22
confused (1)
8:21
congress (1)
15:6
consider (1)
21:3
consult (1)
15:20
contact (4)
13:6,10,16;14:3
contacted (1)
39
containment (1)
23:10
continuum (1)
23:20

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000

www.wilsonreporting.com

(2) #268 - continuum



Thomas William Morgan vs.
Marion County Govt, et al

Sheriff Ronnie Bur nett
September 26, 2025

contract (1)
312
contract/agreement (1)
3:13
contractor (1)

conversation (2)
13:4,20:11

conversations (1)
24:19

copy (1)
7:16

counsel (2)
3:15;36:8

counselor (1)
5:25

COUNTY (23)
3:2;6:14,18,25;8:6,
14;9:20;16:1,17:7,9;
20:7,17,25;21:16,18,
21,22;27:16,19;
29:12;33:21;34:17,
36:3

couple (2)
8:16;22:18

course (1)
10:7

Court (7)
3:4,6,9;4:6;15:7;
36:4,10

courtesy (2)
8:9,13

courts (1)
6:25

cover (1)
3:16

covers(1)
22:13

criminal (1)
21:4

custody (1)
19:3

customary (1)
3:19

D

dad (1)
21:1

danger (1)
237

date (1)
36:20

dates (1)
8:21

Dave (1)
26:9

day (2)
13:8;36:12

deadly (1)
10:20

dealing (2)
8:17;18:22

decision (3)
33:22;34:16,18

deem (1)
22:1

de-escalate (2)
10:25;23:15

de-escalating (1)
10:4

de-escalation (6)
9:25;10:1,6,15;
2315

defend (1)
19:7

department (2)
5:13,9:24

department-approved (1)
191

department's (1)
10:11

deposition (13)
3:10,11,17;4:1,7;
5:15,6:5,7,8;9:13;
18:8;35:10;36:5

deputies (3)
10:3;18:9;20:7

Deputy (12)
10:8;13:14,20;
17:11;18:21;19:17,
22;20:9,14,15;23:13;
32:9

describe (5)
6:20;8:5;11:3,7;
21:15

described (1)
22:12

deterring (1)
10:23

deviate (2)
17:12;18:21

dialogue (1)
28:6

different (6)
14:15,18;15:16;
34:25;35:3,5

differently (1)
15:16

direct (1)
22:23

directed (1)
15:13

directing (3)
33:15;34:11,11

direction (1)
16:1

directions (2)
34:25;35:1

disclosure (1)

discount (1)
3:20

discussed (2)
4:9;35:9

discussions (1)

25:2 examined (1) 30:22
disengagements (1) 5:3 follow (5)
239 example (1) 17:3;25:2,3,14,15
disruptive (4) 13:14 following (6)
12:4,10;26:19; exchange (1) 3:4;14:9,11,12;
28:21 287 23:20;34:25
document (3) executive (1) follows (1)
7:8,22;17:18 15:10 5:4
documents (2) Exhibit (4) force (16)
17:18;20:3 8:1,18;17:17;22:22 9:25;10:12,16,17,
Donald (1) experience (1) 17,20,20;17:15;18:12,
32:18 15:25 19,22,23;19:2,14;
done (6) Expiration (1) 23:12,20
21:8;22:20;25:13; 36:20 foregoing (1)
27:9;34:24,35:5 Expires (1) 36:6
doubt (1) 36:21 forget (1)
7:18 explain (2) 9:11
down (1) 8:16;10:11 form (26)
10:24 explains (1) 12:16;13:18,25;
during (2) 22:17 15:18;16:3;22:4;25:6;
12:3;27:16 26:20,24,27:6,10,24;
duties (1) F 28:23;29:8;30:3,6,24;
7:3 31:14;32:5,12;33:5,
failed (1) 17,25;34:13,20;35:4
E 6:9 forth (3)
fair (1) 5:13;8:3;11:7
effect (4) 28:11 Forty-six (1)
10:23;19:3,9;28:20 | familiar (2) 30:16
effecting (1) 5:17;9:20 foul (1)
19:9 farther (1) 21:24
either (1) 74 Fourth (1)
13:19 feasible (2) 22:14
else (3) 23:6,9 freedom (1)
13:14;16:23;20:16 Federal (3) 21:17
employee (1) 4:8;14:20;15:8 front (1)
36:8 felt (1) 25:10
enforcement (15) 24:3 full (1)
9:17;12:13,14, filed (2) 6:10
15:22,24,25;16:12; 21:5;31:10 further (1)
22:15;28:4,29:11,12, | financial (1) 18:13
15,17;31:7;33:8 3:20
engage (2) find (3) G
24:18;25:1 12:2;20:22,24
entire (2) fine (1) Gallagher (2)
7:21;14:2 12:8 24:17,25
escalated (1) finger (2) gave (1)
28:5 26:17;34:6 20:12
escape (2) fingers (1) gavel (1)
19:3,11 7:6 24:18
established (1) finishing (1) general (1)
34:9 26:15 27:20
even (3) first (8) gentleman (1)
8:19;21:24;23:19 5:3;12:25;20:20; 31:25
event (1) 21:17;22:5,13;28:11, | gestures(1)
25:21 12 27:5
events (1) fit (1) gets (3)
11:3 22:1 6:24;10:16;30:19
evidenced (1) FLORES (4) gist (1)
36:10 5:6;7:24;29:16; 30:12
Evidently (2) 35:7 given (6)
21:11,12 focus (1) 3:20;5:15;6:5,16;
EXAMINATION (1) 11:2 25:8;27:3
55 folks (1) gives (1)

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000
www.wilsonreporting.com

(2) contract - gives



Thomas William Morgan vs.
Marion County Govt, et al

Sheriff Ronnie Bur nett
September 26, 2025

10:3
goes (3)
18:11,13;34:4
governing (1)
27:15
gover nment (8)
14:16,19,20,21,21,
23;15:10;27:19
Governor (1)
15:6
great-grandmother (1)
6:16
guess (5)
15:5;28:12;29:7;
30:7;33:1
guidelines (1)
17:6

H

HAMILTON (2)
3:2;36:3
hand (4)
13:7;31:24;32:4;
36:12
handcuff (1)
10:18
handle (1)
16:23
handling (1)
94

hands (4)
10:17;13:11,13;
23:19

hard (1)

30:9

harm (3)
23:24;24:3,5

hear (4)
14:1;26:5,12;30:23

heard (5)
25:3;26:16;28:6;
32:17,25

heated (1)

28:7
helpful (1)
16:16
hereby (1)

36:5

HICKEY (28)
12:16;13:18,25;
15:18;16:3;17:24;
22:4:25:6;26:20,24;
27:6,10,24;28:23;
29:8,15;30:3,6,24;
31:14;32:5,12;33:5,
17,25;34:13,20;35:4

himself (1)

26:12

hindsight's (1)
34:24

holding (1)
27:18

holds (1) 32:18,22;33:10,14,
18:12 J 23,35:2
hope (2) Leonard's(1)
27:11,12 jail (1) 33:16
hour (19) 6:24 lessen (1)
10:6,7,24:11,22; January (8) 23.7
25:24;26:3,11,15; 8:15,19,20,22:11:2, level (1)
28:15,18,25;29:19; 12:20:4:21:6 23:7
31:2,17,23;32:9,17; | j0e (1) Licensed (3)
33:13;34:3 30:14 3:6;4:5;36:4
hours (1) joke (3) Linda (1)
22:8 25:5.7.8 . 11:6
judicial (2) lines (1)
| 15:15 22:2
o June (1) listen (3)
identifying (1) 21:9 21:12;29:20,22
26:12 justification (2) litigation (1)
impact (2) 33:9,23 321
- 181213 justified (7) I|ve-s.treamed (1)
impression (1) 19:21;29:5,13; 2511
305 32:22;33:2,15;34:10 | local (1)
inappropriate (1) 14:21
27:23 K location (1)
incident (2) 238
14:2;20:6 keep (1) long (5)
independent (1) 11:16 6:17,14:2;21:23;
3.7 kind (6) 22:1,16
individuals (l) 13:15,15:18:7; look (9)
9:22 23:15:24:4:25:2 7:5,8,21;16:13;
inflicting (1) knowledge (2) 17:17,22:21;24:1,
24:4 20:16:36:7 26:18;29:25
infor mation (1) looked (2)
20:12 L 7:23,13:8
inservice (2) looking (4)
10:5;22:7 language (1) 18:18,20;19:12,
instance (1) 21:25 22:24
5.2 last (5) looks (2)
instructed (1) 6:7:10:10,20:14:3; 7:6;31:24
16:22 20:4 lot (3)
instructions (1) later (1) 5:11;8:10,10
23:16 29:4 loud (5)
intent (1) law (18) 29:10;30:11,32:24,
23.23 9:17;12:13,14; 25,334
intention (1) 15:21,24,25;16:11: loudly (2)
2317 22:15,25:15,15;28:3; | 12:6:32:25
inter action (3) 29:11,12,15,17;31.7,
5:18;11:4;20:3 9:33:8 M
interactions (2) lawful (1)
9:5;10:12 19:3 making (5)
interrogatory (1) LCR#268 (1) 10:19;13:9,23,
7:11 3:22 29:23;32:18
Intimidate (1) leave (8) man (2)
_16:10 12:20,23,13:1,2; 34:4,6
into (4) 16:2;19:15;23:21; | manner (1)
5:12,8:24;9:1; 34:7 12:4
25:21 led (1) many (1)
involuntarily (1) 11:3 30:15
- 296 left (4) march (1)
involved (1) 13:3;16:24;31:12,; 28:15
237 32:6 Marion (9)
involving (3) legidative (3) 6:14,17,8:14,9:20;
10:4,14:2,20:3 15:3,4;27:15 21:16,27:16,29:12,
Leonard (6) 33:21;34:17

mark (1)
7:24

marked (1)
81

Market (1)
44

Mason (25)
5:19;11:20;14:13;
15:13;16:21;19:17;
20:7;21:14,;25:3,19,
25;26:5,17;28:12;
29:1,19;30:1;31:4,4;
32:19;33:13,15;34:3,
10;35:2

Mason's (3)
11:25;26:22;30:21

may (1)

9:8

maybe (1)
18:3

may've (1)
13.7

mean (5)
6:22;16:9;27:25;
30:14;34:15

means (1)

16:7

meat (1)
8:24

meeting (26)
8:15,19,22;11:3,10,
12;12:1,3;14:6;19:13,
15,20,23;20:4,9,17;
21:6,9;25:10;29:6,14;
31:8;32:23;33:3,16,
23

meetings (9)
7:1;8:7,18;9:4,22;
17:9;21:19,21;22:6

member (2)
15:21;20:18

members (2)
10:4;17:8

might (1)

316

might've (2)
32:1,2

mine (1)
10:10

minute (1)
26:3

minutes (18)
8:17;24:12,22;
25:24,26:3,11,15;
28:15,18,25;29:19;
31:2,17,23;32:9,17;
33:13;34:3

mission (1)

16:12

moment (1)
23:20

month (1)
20:13

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000

www.wilsonreporting.com

(3) goes - month



Thomas William Morgan vs.
Marion County Govt, et al

Sheriff Ronnie Bur nett
September 26, 2025

more (3)
7.3,26:5;28:6

Morgan (41)
11:4,5,21;12:1,3,9;
13:16,19;14:3,6,8;
15:15,17,20;16:23;
17:2;19:13,18;20:3;
21:5;23:21;24:3;
25:22:26:4,12,16,18,
23;27:5;28:6,13,18,
20;29:4;30:1,22;31:3;
34:8,11,19;35:2

Morgan's (2)
20:8;32:11

moving (1)
23:8

much (2)
7:4,13:13

multiple (1)
10:22

myself (1)
22:16

name (1)
6:10
nature (1)
16:2
necessary (1)
18:5
need (5)
12:20,23;13:2;
15:15;26:5
needs (1)
34:7
next (3)
7:13;20:13;32:20
night (1)
21:3
Non-Deadly (5)
18:19,22,23;19:2,
14
nor (1)
36:8
Notary (1)
4:6

number (1)
23:10

numbered (2)
7:.10,11

O

oath (1)
53

Object (26)
12:16;13:18,25;
15:18;16:3;22:4,25:6;
26:20,24;27:6,10,24;
28:23;29:8;30:3,6,24;
31:14;32:5,12;33:5,
17,25;34:13,20;35:4

observation (1)
29:25
observations (1)
12:11
observe (2)
12:3,9
occasions (1)

occurred (1)
8:19

October (2)
36:12

offense (1)
19:5

Office (5)
9:21;10:3;17:3,11,
14

Officer (12)
9:14,17;12:14;
16:14;19:4,8;28:4;
29:11,12;30:14;31:7;
33:8

officers(9)
10:14,23;15:22,25;
16:1,12;19:1;22:5;
23:6

offices (1)
4:4

official (1)
20:8

one (12)
7:6;8:18;12:2;15:2;
17:23;22:19;24:19;
27:1;28:2,12;30:17;
31:20

only (3)
13:4;25:10;32:24

opinion (17)
12:5,7,12,12,13;
21:20;25:19;26:22,
25;27:2,7,25,28:2,22;
29:9;33:6,7

opinionated (2)
25:4,15

order (2)
20:17;25:3

ordered (1)
15:13

ordering (2)
14:13;15:14

orders(1)
14:9

others (1)
19:8

otherwise (1)

out (2)
5:8,7:7
outcome (1)
36:9
outside (3)
17:7;20:10,11
over (6)

5:23,25;7:23;22:2;
28:20;34:23
overall (1)
10:13
overview (2)
6:6;22:10
own (3)
19:19,20;23:21

P

page (11)
7:9,12,13;17:20,24,
18:11,13,18,20;22:23,
25

pages (1)

36.6

paper (1)
7.7

part (2)
10:5,20
particular (2)
17:3;23:18
particularly (2)
8:18;18:22
parties (4)
3:19;28:8,9;36:8
party (2)
3:14,20
past (2)
5:15;6:5
Peace (1)
9:14
people (2)
6:14;21:18
person (5)
19:4;21:23;30:17,
19;32:14
personal (1)
12:12
persuade (1)
2321
persuasion (1)
23:11
persuasive (1)
23:16
pertain (1)
8:6

physical (4)
13:5,10,15;23:24
physically (2)
31:8;33:9
pick (1)
5.23
place (1)
32:10
placed (2)
5:3;13:20
Plaintiff (4)
4:3,5:2;12:17,
23:14
play (1)
24:22

plays (18)
24:15,24,25:23;
26:2,8,10,14;28:17,
24:29:18;31:1,19;
32:8,16;33:12;34:2,5,
22

please (1)

6:2

PLLC (1)
4:4

pm (1)
4:3
podium (1)
11:6
point (24)
10:16;11:8;12:2,3,
8;23:23;26:19,23;
28:5,11,20;29:3,14;
31:6,10,13,15,17,21;
32:2;33:10,15,24;
34:19
pointing (2)
26:17;34:6
police (3)
16:14,17;30:14
policies (10)
5:13;9:21,24;10:2;
17:11,12,14,24,25;
22:22
policy (8)
10:12;17:3,21,18:8,
21,25;19:12;22:24
position (4)
10:18;24:7;27:4,19
POST (3)
9:8,13,18
potatoes (1)
8:24
practice (1)
23:6
prepare (1)
20:2
presence (1)
16:13
present (2)
8:14,21:9
president (1)
15:6
prevent (2)
19:3,10
preventing (1)
19:10
prior (2)
8:24;15:20
probably (7)
5:17,14:4,27:12;
28:8;34:1,21,21
Procedure (1)
4:8
Procedures (1)
22:24
process (1)
6:24

producing (1)
8:2

production (1)
17:19
prohibited (1)
312
prongs (1)
77

protections (1)
21:17
Protects (1)
19:7
provide (2)
3914
provisions (1)
4.8
Public (8)
4.6;9:4,22;10:13;
17.8;22:6;25:20,25
Pursuant (2)
3:3,4:7
put (7)
5:21;10:18;12:8;
13:7;21:13;32:4;35:1
putting (2)
10:17;23:19

Q

queue (1)
91

R

rates (1)
3:19

rather (1)
16:17

reach (1)
32:10

reader (1)
18:8

ready (3)
7:22,23,9:2

really (9)
12:5;26:25;27:1,1,
25;28:2;30:10;32:14;
336

reason (2)
7:18;31:6

reasonably (1)
19:8

recall (2)
8:22;13:5

receive (1)
22:5

received (1)
9:3

reckon (1)
29:23

recollection (2)
12:19,24

record (2)

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000

www.wilsonreporting.com

(4) more - record



Thomas William Morgan vs.
Marion County Govt, et al

Sheriff Ronnie Bur nett
September 26, 2025

9:13;16:6
reference (1)
8:25
referencing (1)
8:3

referral (1)
3:16

referring (1)
34:8

regard (1)
11:21
regarding (7)
9:4,21;10:3,12;
17:12,14;20:8
regular (1)
30:14
regularly (1)
21:2
Regulations (1)
33
relinquishing (1)
2418
remember (4)
12:21;13:8,9;21:11
reminding (1)
11:16
removal (7)
9:21;17:4,12;19:12;
20:8;33:3,16
remove (13)
12:1;14.5;15:15;
16:17;19:18,19,22;
31:5;33:9,14,23;
34:19;35:2
removed (13)
11:9,10;17:2;20:16;
21:2;29:1,5;30:12;
31:8,13;33:19;34:12,
15
removing (6)
14.6,8;15:20;17:8;
29:13;32:22
rephrase (1)
6:4
Reporter (4)
3:6,15;4.6;36:4
REPORTER'S (1)
36:1
Reporting (10)
3:4,7,9,10,10,13,14,
15,18;36:10
reports (1)
20:2
repositioning (1)
237
representative (1)
27:19
request (7)
11:25;14:7,11,12;
16:1;17:19;35:1
reguested (3)
11:20;15:14,16:22
require (1)

18.9 9:8;11:18
required (3) September (1)
8:8,12;10:6 4.2
requires (1) served (1)
10:12 6:24
resistance (1) services (2)
19:9 3:10,14
resorting (1) Several (2)
2312 6:22;29:3
responded (1) shall (1)
314 23:11
response (2) Sheila (3)
12:21;30:21 3:22;4.5;36:4
responsibilities (3) SHERIFF (32)
6:20,22;8:5 4:1,5:1,7,6:17,21,
restrictions (1) 7:6,8,13;8:2,6;11:9;
18:11 12:14;15:9;17:17,
result (1) 20:2;21:10,15,16;
21:5 22:21;24:9,11;25:13,
review (2) 18;27:9;30:5,13;31:6,
7:9;22:18 13;33:21;34:17,23;
right (18) 357
7:2;13:5,11,14; sheriff's (6)
17:2;18:7,12;20:1; 5:12;9:21;10:3;
21:20;24:1,9;27:20; 17:3,11,14
28:3;31:23;32:10,13; | shirt (1)
34:7,7 31:25
rights (2) shorthand (1)
12:25;22:6 36:6
RONNIE (3) shot (1)
4.1;5:1,6:11 31.22
Rudstrom (1) shoulder (1)
4.4 137
Rules (6) Signature (6)
3:3;4.8;17:6;25:2,4, 4.9;7:12,14,16,19;
14 35:9
silly (2)
S 9.7
simply (6)
same (1) 16:13;30:1,18,23;
21:13 33:3;34:25
saw (1) sit (3)
19:21 11:24;24:2;29:20
saying (9) sitting (1)
16:13;25:1,20; 32:14
26:17;28:19;29:11; | situation (1)
31:3,3;34:6 28:5
scene (1) situations (2)
10:23 10:4;30:17
screen (2) skills (1)
31:22;32:7 36:7
Second (2) smart (2)
22:13;28:18 11:18;16:5
seconds (17) soft (4)
14:4,24:23;25:24; 10:16,17;13:11,13
26:4,11,16;28:16,25; | somebody (4)
29:4,19;31:2,18,23; 10:18,24,16:17;
32:9,17;33:13;34:3 25:14
Section (1) someone (1)
23:5 14:9
security (1) someone's (1)
6:25 31.24
seem (2) sometimes (1)

16:11
sorry (4)
9:11;11:15;18:3,4
source (1)
5:.14
speak (6)
11:23;12:6;18:20,
25;20:13;28:19
speaking (2)
32:25;33:4
speaks (2)
23:4;31:20
specifically (3)
9:3;19:16,18
speech (1)
21:18
Spicer (1)
4:4

spoke (1)
20:9

spray (1)
18:14

St (1)
4:4

Standards (1)
9:14

stands (1)
9:14

start (3)
5:7;,22:22;24:11

starting (1)
17:20

state (5)

9:17;14:21,25;31:9;

36:2

statements (1)
29:24

statutorily (1)
8:12

steps (1)
15:16

sticking (1)
77

straight (2)
16:18;22:19

struck (1)
28:12

Su (1)
4:4

subheading (1)
18:19

summary (1)
24:16

supposed (1)
251

Supreme (1)
15:7

sure (5)
6:24;7:2,9:2,15:2;
24:6

system (1)
15:8

T

tactic (2)
13:12;16:16
tactical (1)
23:6
tactics (1)
10:1
talk (2)
5:23,25
talked (1)
22:11
talking (8)
14.20,22;15:4;
17:21,20:14,24:20;
28:19;29:21
talks (4)
18:14;23:4,9,10
tasers(2)
10:20;18:16
TCA (1)
3:12
techniques (1)
19:2
telling (2)
15:15;32:19
tend (1)
5:23
Tennessee (8)
3:3,6;4:5;9:18;
27:16;36:2,5,10
term (1)
16:7
terms (1)
4.7
testified (1)
54
thinking (1)
30:9
third (1)
15:2
Thomas (2)
5:18;6:9
Thompson (1)
26:9
though (2)
8:20;30:5
thought (5)
30:4;33:18,19;
34:14,15
threatened (1)
13:20
threatening (3)
12:4,10;21:24
threats (2)
13:23;14:1
three(2)
14:18;22:14
times (3)
8:10,10;27:12
today (2)
24.2;29:21

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000

www.wilsonreporting.com

(5) reference - today



Thomas William Morgan vs.
Marion County Govt, et al

Sheriff Ronnie Bur nett
September 26, 2025

told (1) verbalize (1) 4:2
12:19 5:22 Y 29 (3)
took (2) versa (1) 8:15,19;20:4
10:10;22:16 523 yearly (1) 29th .(2)
topics (1) vice (1) 227 11:2,12
24:20 523 years (3)
touched (1) video (28) 6:19;20:19;30:15 3
32:2 5:11;8:25;11:11,23;
to've (1) 13:8;22:19;24:2,10, 1 30(2)
317 13,15,24;25:23;26:2, 26:15;28:16
toward (1) 8,10,14,28:17,24, 1 (20) 34(1)
26:23 29:18;31:1,19,20; 23:10;24:11,22: 329
training (9) 32:8,16;33:12;34:2,5, 25:24:26:3,3,11,15: | 39 (@0}
9:3,14; 10:2,5,9; 22 28:15,18,18,25:29:19:; 36:6
22:5,79,11 violating (1) 31:2,17,23:32:917: | 37 2
try (6) 12:25 33:13:34:3 24:11,22
5:9,21;10:24,24; violation (1) 1/17/2027 (1) 39 (1)
23:20;30:13 319 36:21 26:4
trying (1) violence (1) 1:26 (1)
23:15 21:24 4:3 4
turned (1) voice (1) 15 (2)
13:3 28:2 14:4;29:19 4(1)
turns (1) 16 (3) 28:25
5:8 w 8:1;17:17;22:22 4.0 (1)
Twenty-three (1) 17 (1) 22:24
6:19 walk (2) 31:23 40 (1)
two (2) 18:7;20:10 19 (4) 22:8
15:25,25 warning (1) 7:11;22:23,25:34:3 |46 (1)
type (2) 2311 1980 (1) 32:17
10:8;13:12 watch (2) 20:25
7:5;32:6 5
U way (5) 2
18:21,28:4;29:25; 5(2)
under (5) 30:13;31:25 2:19 (1) 8:18;23:5
3:11;5:3;12:22; weapons (3) 35:10 50 (3)
13:20;18:18 18:12,14;19:2 20 (1) 25:24,26:3,11
unusual (3) week (1) 14:4 51(2)
20:22,24,21:3 10:10 20/20 (1) 26:15;28:15
up (12) weren't (1) 34:24 52 (9)
5:23,9:1,10:1;11:3, 21:9 2024 (4) 28:18,25;29:19;
17:13;19:22;26:15; | whole (1) 8:15:20:4:21:6,9 31:2,17,23;32:9,17,
31:12,24;32:3,10,13 17.7 2025 (2) 3313
upon (2) Wilson (8) 4:2:36:12 53(2)
14:5;30:5 3:7,9,10,13,18,22; 203 (1) 33:13;34:3
upset (2) 4:5,36:4 4:4 537 (1)
30:19,23 Winters (14) 20th (1) 4:4
use (19) 10:8;13:15,20; 36:12 57 (1)
9:25;10:11,15,16, 17:12,18:21,19:18, | 23 () 26:11
17,19,20;13:15;15:7; 22;20:9,14,15;23:13, 17:20,24:18:18,20:
17:1520;18:19,22,23; |  32:3,6,10 20:4 6
19:1,14,22:15;23:9, | wish (1) 22nd (1)
11 25:12 8:20 6/30/2026 (1)
used (1) witness (2) 23(3) 36:20
10:24 4:9,5:2 18:11;20:19;24:23
using (3) word (1) 24 (2)
16:17,21:24,23:15 30:13 18:13;31:2
usual (1) words (2) 24-9-136 (1)
3:18 16:21;19:16 312
work (1)
\Y 10:19 25?5%2)18
written (2) 26 (1)
verbal (2) 17:6;20:2 25:24
10:15;23:16 26th (1)

Wilson Reporting Agency (423) 267-6000

www.wilsonreporting.com

(6) told - 6/30/2026



	Exhibits
	Exhibit 16.pdf
	Open
	Page 8
	Page 17
	Page 22




