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INNA LILLAHI WA INNA ILAIHI RAJIOON [ ' #

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the demise of

AL-HAJ U. MOHAMED KHALILULLAH sAHIB [

(B.Com, FCA, Chartered Accountant)

President - OMEIAT, Jamia Darusalam, MEASI,
Anjuman-E-Himayath-E-Islam, AIMES
and Ex. Agent - Prince of Arcot Endowments

DOB: 01.02.1934 - DOD: 25.02.2025

Janaza Namaz on 26/02/2025 at Anjuman Masjid, T. Nagar, at
1.15pm after Asar Prayer followed by burial at Thaangal Tiruvottiyur,

Contact - 9840077866 / 9840178665
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PEGASUS? PENDING!

Apart from appearing in the list of top 10 most surveilled countries around the globe,
the Indian government’s usage of military level spyware on opposition leaders,
journalists, politicians, writers and more does not really come as a surprise. When the
scandalous secret of the ‘Pegasus’ controversy was ousted, not only did it raise
heightened concerns of outright human right violations, it also revealed various
government level software surveillance on civilians on an everyday basis (about which
this essay will not delve into).

As a citizen of this country, | have constantly grown up listening to the ironic narrative
that India’s judicial system is beyond repairable. Although this idea has been re-asserted
to me time and again, the usage of technology in order to proliferate more violence did
add another layer to the perception. With this, | endeavored to understand the ‘pegasus’
controversy better. There are a few assumptions/questions that | held before deep diving
into the various nuances of the case. One, the spyware obviously being foreign, it most
definitely incepted from a country that surveys their citizens with this level of technology
and considers ita normalized practice.

Second, whether the craftsmen of the technology were a private company or a public
entity (this also broadens up the scope for investigation). This insight is crucial as private
companies operate with limited or nil government oversight. Lastly, is it being sold to
countries wherein the political ecosystem has become highly polarized and the benefit of
which is milked by firstworld countries’.

This essay, therefore, essentially deals with the nuances of the ‘pegasus’
controversy in detail. A condensed timeline/description of the case is as follows-In 2019,
Facebook sued NSO Group, an Israeli tech firm, alleging that its Pegasus spyware was
used to covertly monitor WhatsApp users. NSO claimed they only sold Pegasus to
governments. Allegations emerged that at least 40 Indian citizens, including journalists
and activists, were targeted, suggesting possible government involvement. In 2021, the
‘Pegasus Project,” a media consortium, revealed a leaked list of 50,000 phone numbers
as potential spyware targets, including prominent Indians.

Parliament demanded answers, but |.T. Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw dismissed the
allegations, asserting compliance with surveillance laws. Numerous petitions to the
Supreme Court sought an investigation into potential privacy violations. In response, the
Union submitted a ‘limited affidavit’ denying all allegations, stating that media reports
alone were insufficient grounds. Dissatisfied, the Supreme Court appointed a Technical
Committee led by Justice R.V. Raveendran to investigate. This committee, comprising
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cybersecurity experts, conducted hearings with petitioners and experts. After several
extensions, it submitted its findings to the Supreme Court in July 2022. However, more
than two years later, the case still remains pending without a supreme court judgment
(Supreme Court Observer)

1. To further understand the inception of the spyware, it seems crucial to understand the
origins of the operations of the NSO. Birthed in Israel, the NSO Group is a technology firm
specializing in cyber security and surveillance software, and is primarily sold to
government agencies worldwide. While the NSO Group claims that its technology is
intended only for combating serious crime, the case has however shown how spyware
can be repurposed to target political opponents, journalists, and activists in countries
where political and civil liberties are under strain (Amnesty International)

2. This government and private company relationship has led to widening speculation
about the extent of government oversight over the group’s sales practices, especially

in politically sensitive cases wherein the surveillance targets align with Israeli or allied
interests (McKune et al.)

3. Predictably, Israel is also one of the most surveilled nations in the World, with numerous
records of them actively and inhumanely monitoring the Palestinians. This very
surveillance culture aligns with the Pegasus technology’s intended function, which is
highly effective in managing security risks in high-tension areas.

What can be understood is that, beyond the spyware being a mere tool for surveillance, it
is a weapon that is acting as a catalyst between different countries and within nations. Itis
a battle between ideologies that results in one group (be it a political party or a government
body) wanting to exercise power through the possession of confidential information or
data, over the other. ‘Information’ truly is ‘power’. For now, the Pegasus issue and the
judicial actionability serves as a sobering reminder that the very tools that are told to
protect us, can most definitely be repurposed to control us. From technology to the
country’s top judicial body. It is essential that we as citizens continue to be vigilant about
such ‘developments’ and continue to question. Afterall, it is our Right. Until then,
Pegasus? Pending.

- Narigs Fathima
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A Renowned Programmer.
A Hacktivist. A Revolutionary?

Amir Taaki

A self-taught software developer and engineer, Amir Taaki (an Iranian British) is
often recognized as not only an early advocate for blockchain technology but as a
revolutionary who views blockchain as a tool for change. Essentially, political and social
change. While blockchain is usually associated with ‘decentralized finance’, Taaki’'s core
vision digresses or diverges by heavily leveraging it as the foundation for experimental
governance and direct democracy.

Therefore, this essay is an attempt to understand how a figure like Taaki is
employing blockchain in a lense never seen before. In 2014, Taaki found his way to the
list of Forbes 30 under 30. “His experience with online gambling attracted him to the
Bitcoin project. At one point, he was listed among Bitcoin's main developers. He founded
the first UK Bitcoin exchange, "Britcoin", which was succeeded in 2011 by a new British
exchange called Intersango, in which he was a principal developer. Inter sango has since
closed.” (Wikipedia contributors) 1. He continued to garner various accolades and
develop diverse projects.

One of Taaki’'s most formidable projects that in my opinion, truly makes him a
‘revolutionary’ is his work with the Rojava community in the northern part of Syria. In
2015, fueled by a deep desire to support the Kurdish forces, particularly the YPG
(People’s Protection Units), Taaki embarked on a perilous journey, traveling to Syria to
fight against the ISIS. He was not only involved in the military but pivoted his entire focus
on utilizing the blockchain technology as a catalyst to foster self-governance and
economic independence in the country. In an article written by the WIRED, Taaki claimed
"My fellow anarchists were fighting the most disgusting type of Islamic fascism, and it
was my duty to help them," (Greenberg) 2.

The programmer conceptualized a framework for decentralized governance. By
collaborating with like-minded people he utilized digital currencies and smart contracts
to facilitate resource management and democratic decision-making. This encompassed
diverse internet infrastructures, production cooperatives and various other technological
innovations intended to bolster the economy of Rojava and it’s societal resilience. He

outrightly proposed the cryptocurrency as a “stateless” financial entity which is ideal for a
society that is seeking self-sufficiency away from traditional state structures.
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Thus, the very experience in Rojava entirely shaped his belief that the blockchain
technology could potentially serve grassroot level movements rather than serving
corporate and governmental interests. This garnered (and continues to garner) global
attention and increased support from technologists and activists internationally.

Unfortunately, post his return to England, Taaki faced innumerable legal challenges
as “The authorities handcuffed Taaki and took him to a special terrorism investigation
center where, he says, officials interrogated him about not just ISIS and the PKK but also
about bitcoin and his close association with Cody Wilson, the libertarian creator of the first
3-D-printed gun.” (Greenberg)3.

Taaki’s vision reminds us that infusing blockchain could be a democratic equalizer
essentially when major tech giants such as Facebook with its Libra project reintroduce
centralized authority, creating a model wherein blockchain is a tool for mere profit
maximization and not as a strong transformative force.

In conclusion, Taaki’s views on blockchain and its intriguing possibilities suggest a
pathway forward for communities in the face of systematic oppression and that core idea
is what leads to a global resonance. The very attempt to digress from a system that does
not really believe in individual autonomy and independent power and employs
heightened surveillance, Taaki most definitely stands tall as a revolutionary figure who
dared to vision against these structures.

His endeavors highlight the complexities and implications inherent in ambitious
(daring) projects. When asked about such implications, he strongly quoted "But it would
have been worse to continue living as a hypocrite---to call myself an anarchist
revolutionary and then not to take partin a real revolution.”

- Narigs Fathima
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Swapping Attention with Children

It took me 20 minutes to even get started on this essay as | was unable to get off my
phone. A constant struggle ensued. Although my mind kept blaring with announcements
that it is about time to keep the device away, advertisements led me from one platform to
another, and just like that, an invisible glue stuck my hand and the phone, which only got
stronger with every passing minute. It truly takes a lot to unglue your hand from your
phone. An everyday struggle. An every hour struggle now. Which brought me to think.
When attention is the new currency, what about the children?

As a 24 year old, who is fully aware of the consequences of the negative/dangerous
impacts of the attention economy, | wonder how children cope with the pervasive
influence. It is noted that children are the most vulnerable to the allurement of the tricks
played by the attention economy. Brands and companies pay top dollars for a slice of our
focus. Inthis landscape, it means childrens’attention is a goldmine.

The very term “attention economy” alludes to the understanding that ‘attention’ is
scarce and that it is a commodity which can be ‘bought’ and ‘sold’. Tim Wu, in her book
The Attention Merchants, highlights the sophisticated algorithms and behavioral
psychology utilized by companies to maintain and capture the user engagement, most
often prioritizing the profit over well-being of their consumers/users1. Naturally, this raises
monumental ethical concerns about the manipulation of children's attention and the
consequential impact.

“‘Research indicates a strong correlation between excessive screen time and delays
in language development. A study focusing on Hispanic toddlers found that those who
watched more than two hours of television/phone time daily scored significantly lower on
communication skills assessments compared to those with less screen time. Another
study discovered that infants with self-regulation problems at nine months old had more
screen time by age two, suggesting a link between early challenges in emotional
regulation and subsequentreliance on screens.

Additionally, studies show a clear link between increased screen time and negative
physical health outcomes in children, particularly sleep disturbances and obesity (Panjeti-
Madan and Ranganathan)2.

Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic entirely altered the lives of children in myriad
ways. Children’s screen time increased multi-folds. The residues of this are strongly
continued and are going to continue for years to come. Unlike previous generations,
children today are digital natives, engaging with technology from an age, never before.
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Children in various countries significantly contribute to the attention economy,
driven by high levels of screen time and digital engagement. The findings placed the
United States on top, with children aged 8 to 12 averaging 4 to 6 hours per day on
screens, with 95% of teens having smartphone access. In South Korea, children spend
about 7 hours daily on screens, with 94.9% engaging in video gaming. In China, over 400
million children use the internet, averaging 5 hours of screen time, and 70% regularly play
online games. In India, 80% of urban children aged 5 to 14 have smartphones, spending
approximately 3.5 hours daily on screens.

Across countries, there seems to be an immediate need for a multi-fold action plan
to curb the addiction. In conclusion, the attention economy poses problems to the
youngest members of the society that generations before us have not witnessed. This,
naturally, requires solutions that are ‘out of the box’ (pun intended). It is imperative to
understand the intersectional vulnerabilities the generation faces and companies need to
collectively make policies and decisions without thinking of milking all the attention from
us, and essentially children. Because, at the end of the day, we cannot swap children with
attention. - Narigs Fathima

The Rohit Sharma led India defeated New Zealand by four wickets in the final grab
their third Champions Trophy title.
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In Tamil Nadu budget, a high-stakes mix of welfare,
debt and infrastructure in election year

Tamil Nadu’s Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu presented the state budget on
Friday, unveiling a Rs 4.39 lakh crore spending plan that blends social welfare with an
aggressive infrastructure push. This budget sets the stage for the state’s 2026 Assembly
elections. With a slew of welfare measures, direct cash transfers, and expansion of state-
sponsored subsidies, the DMK government hopes to reinforce its commitment to social
security.

Alongside these populist initiatives, the state outlined ambitious urbanisation plans,
including a new “Global City” near Chennai and high-speed transport infrastructure. The
budget showcases Tamil Nadu’s balancing act — expanding its social safety net while
sustaining economic growth, all against the backdrop of escalating debt and an
increasingly fraught relationship with the Union government.

After the DMK government’s firm stance on the bilingual policy and rejection of the
three-language formula led to the union government withholding Rs 2,152 crore in
education funds, the state has chosen to fund school education independently, increasing
allocation to Rs 46,767 crore. This follows the state’s longstanding opposition to Hindi
imposition, which has been a politically charged issue in Dravidian politics.

Also notable was the Budget’s infrastructure push. “In the year 2025-26, roads
measuring a length of 6,483 km in all corporations, municipalities and town panchayats in
Tamil Nadu will be upgraded at an estimated cost of Rs 3,750 crore,” the Budget states.

Municipal local bodies are allocating additional funds to provide essential
infrastructure such as roads, drinking water, street lights, sewage disposal, public
transport, education, and healthcare facilities in newly expanded areas to accommodate
the growing population, it states.

The Budget cements the DMK'’s welfare model, but questions remain about fiscal
sustainability given the rising debt burden. The state’s balancing act — between pro-poor
policies, industrial growth, and fiscal discipline — will define its economic trajectory in the
coming years.

Magalir Urimai Thittam (KMUT), under which Rs 13,807 crore is allocated for Rs
1,000 monthly assistance to 1.15 crore women, will now expand to include more
beneficiaries. Women’s financial inclusion is further bolstered by a one-percent reduction
in property registration fees for assets up to Rs 10 lakh, a move expected to encourage
more female asset ownership.

Additionally, the government has unveiled a Women Entrepreneurship
Development Scheme, offering bank loans of up to Rs 10 lakh with a 20% subsidy. The Rs
225 crore allocation aims to elevate one lakh women as entrepreneurs over five years.
Meanwhile, the fare-free bus travel scheme (Rs 3,600 crore) continues to be a
cornerstone of Tamil Nadu’s gender-focused policies, now benefiting 50 lakh women
daily.
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