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WHO IS ALLAH?

Some of The biggest misconceptions that many non-Muslims have about Islam have to do with the word “ALLAH".

For various reasons, many people have come to believe that Muslims worship a different God than Christians and Jews. This is totally false, since
“‘ALLAH" is simply that Arabic word for “God” - and there is only One God. Muslims worship the God of Noah, Abraham, Moses, David and Jesus -
peace be upon them all. However, it is certainly true that Jews, Christians and Muslims all have different concepts of Almighty God.

For example, Muslims - like Jews - reject the Christians beliefs of the Trinity and the Divine Incarnation.
First of all, it is important to note that “ALLAH” is the same word that Arabic-speaking Christians and Jews use for God. If you pick up an Arabic Bible,
you will see the word “ALLAH” being used where “God” is used in English. This is because “ALLAH" is the only word in the Arabic language equivalent

to the English word “God”.

Additionally, the word “ALLAH” CANNOT be made plural or given a gender, which goes hand in hand with the Islamic concept of God. If we were to
use the name God, it can be made into plurals and given gender, i.e. god’s, goddess, etc.

The Aramaic word “EI”, which is the word for God in the Language that Jesus (pbuh) used and spoke, is certainly more similar in sound to the word
“‘ALLAH” than the English word “God”. This also holds true for the various Hebrew words for God, which are “EI” and “Elah”, and the plural form “Elo-
him”. The reason for these similarities is that Aramaic, Hebrew and Arabic are all Semitic languages (Sister Languages), with common origins.

Translating the Bible into English, the Hebrew word “EI” is translated variously as “God”, “god” and “angel”! This imprecise language allows different
translators, based on their preconceived notions, to translate the word to fit their own views. The Arabic Word “ALLAH” on the other hand presents no
such difficulty, since it is only used for The Almighty God alone.

The Arabic word “ALLAH” also contains a deep religious message due to its root meaning and origin. This is because it stems from the Arabic verb

ta’allaha (or alaha), which means “to be worshipped”. Thus in Arabic, the word “ALLAH” means “The One who deserves all worship”. This, in a nutshell,
is the Pure Monotheistic (one) message of Islam.

WHO IS MUHAMMAD (PBUH)?
by : ! B

|
1T

One in every five persons on this earth firmly believes that the Prophet Muhammad

(Pbuh) is the last Messenger of God. He was a Muslim and there are more than 1.9 |
billion such Muslims today.

Not only individuals but entire countries take pride in declaring their allegiance to
him. There are 54 such Muslim states today, ranging from those as large as Indone-
sia and Bangladesh, with populations of 200 and 125 million respectively, to those as
tiny as the Maldives or Brunei with populations of 230,000 and 260,000. Even in non-
Muslim countries, large Muslim populations constitute significant minorities; as much .

as 120 million in India and 20 million in China.

Indeed, within the last half century, Islam, the religion brought by the Prophet Mu-
hammad (Pbuh), has become the second largest religion in most European countries,
as also in America and Canada.

Black and white, red and yellow, followers of the Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) come from all human races. Whether in Asia or Europe, Africa or
America, in every nook and cranny of this globe, you are sure to find Muslims. They live in the most advanced, sprawling megalopolis as well as in the
most primitive nomadic tent, village, hamlet, and even in the bush.

As now so always, down the centuries, across the planet, from end to end, billions and billions of men and women have lived all their lives, loving
the Prophet (Pbuh) and trying to follow in his footsteps, as no one else has been so loved and followed. They have lived and died, believed and acted,
married and raised families, worshipped and ruled, made war and peace, even eaten and dressed, walked and slept, just as he did or taught them to
do.

Indeed, never in history has a man influenced mankind, even beyond his death, so deeply and so pervasively as he has. He brings light and peace
to countless hearts and lives. Muslims love him more dearly than their own selves. In him they find their greatest source of inspiration and guidance.
He is the ultimate norm and the perfect example for them. Faith in Allah and His Messenger is their mainstay and Allah is their chief source of support
and comfort in all personal vicissitudes and tribulations. To him they also look to lead them through social and political turmoil. He has always inspired
them to greater and greater heights of spiritual and moral upliftment and civilizational achievements. And still does.

In short, Muslims believe that through him, a human like themselves, God has spoken to them, and guided him to live amongst them, setting an
example and a model for all times to come. Even today he motivates and induces whole populations to yearn and strive to shape their private lives,
politics and policies according to Allah’s teachings.
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‘Drug Free Path’ Movement Launched in Chennai to Initiate a state wide drug awareness eradication campaign.
To Join the campaign Contact: 9092137718
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Forestry in India

ndia’s forests are rich in diversity and nature, ranging from the dry alpine forests of La-
dakh in the north to the tropical moist rain forests of Kerala in the south and from the thorny
forests of the desert tracts in the west to the wet evergreen forests of north-east India.

Over 40,000 plant
species are found in
these forests of which
7000 are endemic.
India is the home of
about 3000 trees. The
plant wealth of India
represents about 12
per cent of that of the
entire world. The total
geographical area of
India is 32, 87,263 sq
km, of which about 6,
75,500 sq km—equal to 22.50 per cent—is under forests.

According to the National Forest Policy (1952) about 33 per cent of the geographical
area should be under forest. However, the existing forest area is much below the desired
level. The areas under forest cover in India have been shown in Table. 6.3 the Himalayan
mountains, Bhabhar and Tarai, Western Chats, Eastern Ghats, Bundelkhand, Beghelkhand,
Chotanagpur Plateau, Nilgiris, and the hills of Peninsular India are the main areas of Indian
forests. Unfortunately, about 5 to 6 per cent of the total forest area of the country is under
the category of degraded forests.

Forestry in India is more than just about wood and fuel. India has a thriving non-wood for-
est products industry, which produces latex, gums, resins, essential oils, flavours, fragrances
and aroma chemicals, incense sticks, handicrafts, thatching materials and medicinal plants.
About 60% of non-wood forest products production is consumed locally. About 50% of the
total revenue from the forestry industry in India is in non-wood forest products category.

The forest areas in India is much below the world average of 34.5 per cent and that of
Brazil (57 per cent), Sweden (58 per cent), USA (42 per cent), Germany (41 per cent), and
Canada (36 per cent).Similarly, the per head forest area in India is only 0.07 hectares as
against the world average of 1.10 hectares, Canada at 23 hectares, Brazil 8.6 hectares,
Australia 5 hectares, Sweden 4 hectares, and USA 3.5 hectares per head of population.
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Military rule in Myanmar

Military rule in Myanmar (also known as Burma) lasted from 1962 to 2011 and
resumed in 2021. Myanmar gained its independence from the British Empire in
1948 under the Burma Independence Army, as a democratic nation. The first
military rule began in 1958 and direct military rule started when Ne Win captured
power through a coup d’état in 1962. Burma became a military dictatorship (So-
cialist Republic of the Union of Burma) under the Burma Socialist Programme
Party that lasted for 26 years, under the claim to save the country from disinte-
gration. During this period there was some democratic landscape in the form of
giving rights to the citizen to elect and to stand for election.[1]

For most of its independent years, the sovereign state has been engrossed in
rampant ethnic strife and its myriad ethnic groups have been involved in one of
the world’s longest-running ongoing civil wars. It's also known as one of the most
brutal nations of all time for its mass human
rights violation. During this time, the United Na-
tions and several other organizations have re-
ported consistent and systematic human rights
violations in the country.[2]

Myanmar, the largest country in Mainland
Southeast Asia, is located at the meeting point
of South and Southeast Asia. It is bordered by
five nations: China, Laos, Thailand, India and
Bangladesh. Myanmar gained its independ-
ence on 4 January 1948 from the United King-
dom under the leadership of General Aung San
of the National Army.[3]

In July 1947, Aung San was assassinated
by rivals under the leadership of U Saw, but
achieved independence in January 1948 under U Nu. Since its struggle for in-
dependence, the armed forces known as the ‘Tatmadaw’ played an important
role in gaining independence and it was under the Burmese Independence Army
that Myanmar got its independence. The Army in Myanmar had gained respect
in independent Myanmar at the initial stage and perceived as protector of the
country. The military claims itself as the founder of the Union of Burma, and the
main force that held the country together during the civil war and also claimed
that it has prevented the country from disintegrating.[3]
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After independence was achieved, a constitutional government was formed
and U Nu was nominated as the first Prime Minister of Independent Myanmar.
However, the newly formed civilian government under U Nu failed to maintain the
unity of the country, facing domestic problems, ethnic issues, insurgency, corrup-
tion, mismanagement, and the ethnic insurgencies which took up arms against
each other. In 1958, a split within the AFPFL threatened to provoke a coup by
field officers. In order to settle the situation, U Nu invited the military to form a
caretaker government.[3]

In 1958-60, the caretaker government under General Ne Win was formed.
The caretaker government initially appeared to be interested in building a com-
petent state. It reduced corruption, improved bureaucratic efficiency, and man-
aged to deal with the pocket armies. The military junta announced to hold an
election in 1960.[3]

After the election in 1960, U Nu'’s party formed a civilian government. But the
civilian government under U Nu could not solve and improve the situation, and
rather threatened the national integration of the country, leading to the coup on
March 2, 1962, under General Ne Win. The main reasons for the coup were
a mix of political infighting, policy gridlock, multiple insurgencies on a massive
scale, and a declining economy. After the coup, the military government arrested
members of the government, suspended the constitution, and appointed a Union
Revolutionary Council (RC) to govern Myanmar by decree.[3]

1962 to 2011: The coup on 2 March 1962 led to the end of democratic form
of government and the beginning of direct military rule in Myanmar up to 1974.
During the period of military rule under General Ne Win, the country was shaped
into one-party socialist state under the army led party called as Burma Socialist
Programme Party (BSPP) until 1988. And the year from 1962 to 1988, can be
marked as the era of Ne Win. The period from 1962 to 1988 can be divided into
two phases. The first phase is the period of direct military rule from 1962 to 1974
and Constitutional Dictatorship phase from 1974 to 1988.[3]

In 2011, the military junta was officially dissolved, following a 2010 general
election, and a nominally civilian government was installed.

Since 2021: In February 2021, the Tatmadaw detained State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi, President Win Myint, and other government leaders. They then
proceeded to take control of the government, and instituted a one-year state of
emergency, with Burma’s Commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Min Aung
Hlaing, as the leader of the country, serving as the Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council, who has taken on a new title as prime minister of a newly
formed caretaker government.
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