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- SELECTED DESTINATIONS 3

SULT/ TO INTERNATIONAL
PASSENGERS ON COVID PROTOCOLS

CONTACT FOR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

ahmedworldiravels@yahoo.co.in
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IUML WOMEN’S WING
NEW ELECTED STATE LEADERS

The Tamilnadu State General Body meeting of
Women’s Wing of Indian Union Muslim League was held
at Sri Meenakshi Mahal Trichy on 16/02/25 in the pres-
ence of IUML National President Professor K.M.Kader Mo-
hideen Ex MP, State General Secretary K.A.M.Mohammed
Abubakar Ex MLA, State Treasurer M.S.A.Shajahan.
More than 160 women delegates from 22 districts of
Tamilnadu participated in the General Body Meeting.
The list of elected of elected office bearers to the Ta-
mil  Nadu State Executive Committee was offi-
cially announced by the IUML National President.
List of Tamilnadu State Women’s Wing Office Bearers:

A.S.Fatima Muzaffar MC, Tamilnadu State
President, General Secretary Advocate  M.Aisha,
Treasurer A.M.Zaitoon, Principal Vice President Me-

har Nisha Shahul Hameed Ex MC Coimbatore, Vice
President Mumtaj MC Thoothukudi, Vice President Ayes-
ha Villupuram, Vice President Ayesha Malik Chennai,
State Secretary Dr. Fairoz Trichy, State Secretary Engineer
Sabura Begum Tenkasi, State Secretary Dr. Fathima Nisha
Madurai, State Secretary Shamim Shahjahan MC Aaduthurai.

Nahida Khan Chennai, K. Sarmila Naseer Cuddalore,
Aalima Shabana Thiruvannamalai, Shamim Begum Ayy-
ampettai, Arifa Trichy, Ayesha Dharmapuri, Kamila Begum
Emaneswaram, Faritha RavanaSamutram were appointed as
the eight zonal Coordinators of TamilNadu.

””f;]l I3

NASA INCREASES RISK LEVEL OF

ASTEROID 2024 YR4,

LIKELY TO HIT EARTH IN 2032

Asteroid 2024 YR4 has captured the attention of space scientists and the public due to
concerns about a potential impact with Earth in 2032. With a predicted close approach on
December 22, 2032, many are questioning the actual risk posed by this space rock. While
NASA has acknowledged the asteroid’s unusual trajectory, experts assure that the chances

of a collision remain low.

How big is asteroid 2024 YR47?

The exact size of 2024 YR4 remains uncertain, but NASA estimates it to be between
130 and 300 feet (40 to 90 meters) in diameter, based on its brightness. The true size and
composition will become clearer with further observations, particularly infrared scans and

upcoming studies with advanced telescopes.

Where is 2024 YR4 now?

As of January 31, 2024, the asteroid was 48 million kilometers (30 million miles) from
Earth, moving farther away in its orbit around the Sun. Given this distance, there is no im-

mediate cause for concern. However, scientists are closely monitoring its trajectory to refine

impact probability estimates.

Will it hit Earth in 20327

NASA initially estimated a 1.2% chance of impact, which was later adjusted to 2.3%—still
a very low probability. This means that out of every 43 times the asteroid crosses Earth’s
orbit, only one path could lead to a collision. NASA reassures that no other known large
asteroid has a higher than 1% chance of impact, making 2024 YR4 a rare case but not an

immediate danger.

NASA isn’t taking any risks and plans a detailed study using the James Webb Space Tel-
escope in March 2025. This research will provide a clearer picture of 2024 YR4’s structure
and refine predictions about its future path, further reducing uncertainties surrounding its

impact potential.

US, Russia forge ahead on
peace talks, without Ukraine

U.S.President Don-
ald Trump’s administra-
tion said on Tuesday it
had agreed to hold more
talks with Russia on end-
ing the war in Ukraine af-
ter an initial meeting that
excluded Kyiv, a depar-
ture from Washington’s
previous approach that
rallied U.S. allies to iso-
late Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

As the 4-1/2-hour
meeting in the Saudi
capital was underway,
Russia hardened its de-
mands, notably insisting
it would not tolerate the
NATO alliance granting
membership to Ukraine.
Trump said he was more
confident after the talks
and he would probably
meet with Putin before
the end of the month.

“Russia wants to do
something,” Trump told
reporters in Palm Beach,
Florida. He brushed
aside Ukraine’s concern
about being left out of the
meeting and said Kyiv
should have entered
talks much earlier.

‘I think | have the
power to end this war,”
said Trump. The talks
in Riyadh were the first
time U.S. and Russian
officials met to discuss
ways to halt the deadliest
conflict in Europe since
World War Two. Ukraine
has said it will not ac-
cept any deal imposed
without its consent, and
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz reiterated “there
must be no decision over
the heads of Ukraine.”

Even before the
talks took place, some
European politicians ac-
cused Trump’s admin-
istration of handing free
concessions to Moscow
last week by ruling out
NATO membership for
Ukraine and saying it
was an illusion for Kyiv
to believe it could win
back the 20% of its ter-
ritory now under Russian
control.

U.S. National Se-
curity Adviser Mike Waltz
told reporters in Riyadh
that the war must come
to a permanent end, and
this would involve nego-
tiations over territory.

“‘Just a practical re-
ality is that there is going
to be some discussion of
territory and there’s go-
ing to be discussion of
security guarantees,” he
said.

High-level teams
would begin talks on
ending the conflict and
would separately work
to restore the countries’
respective diplomatic
missions in Washington
and Moscow to ease the
talks going forward, U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said.

Rubio said he came
away from the initial talks
convinced that Russia
was “willing to begin to
engage in a serious pro-
cess” but that reaching
peace would involve con-
cessions from all sides.

RUSSIA OFFERS NO
CONCESSIONS
Russian  officials
did not mention offer-
ing any concessions
and U.S. officials did not
claim to have scored
any in Tuesday’s meet-
ing, leading observers to
doubt whether the talks
would turn into serious
peace negotiations.
Addressing Ukrain-
ian and European con-
cerns, Rubio said no one
was being sidelined and
any solution must be ac-
ceptable to all parties.
Rubio later spoke
to the top diplomats of
France, Germany, Italy,
Britain and the EU to brief
them on the talks, State
Department spokesper-
son Tammy Bruce said.
Both sides said no
date had been set for a
meeting between Trump
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, which
both men say they want.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said he had postponed
a visit to Saudi Arabia
planned for Wednesday
until next month. Sourc-
es familiar with the mat-
ter said the decision was
made to avoid giving
“legitimacy” to the U.S.-
Russia talks. Kyiv says
talks on how to end the
war should not be held
behind Ukraine’s back.

Ukraine ultimately
will have a vote on wheth-
er to accept a deal ne-
gotiated between Wash-
ington and Moscow, and
could reject a bad one,
cautioned Evelyn Far-
kas, executive director of
the McCain Institute and
a former senior Penta-
gon official. “In the worst
case scenario, Ukraine
will keep fighting. If their
defences crumble, | don’t
think that the American
people want to see those
pictures on television
and to be held responsi-
ble,” Farkas said.

As European coun-
tries discuss the pos-
sibility of contributing
peacekeepers to back
any Ukraine peace deal,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said in Ri-
yadh that Moscow would
not accept deployment
of NATO troops there,
whatever flag they were
operating under.

“Of course, this is
unacceptable to us,” he
said. The comments by
Lavrov signalled that
Russia will keep pressing
for further concessions
in the negotiations. The
opening encounter on
Tuesday saw Lavrov and
Kremlin foreign policy
aide Yuri Ushakov - two
veterans who have spent
a combined 34 years in
their current roles - ne-
gotiate with three Trump
administration officials in
their first month on the
job.

OMEIAT GOLDEN JUBLIE CELEBRATIONS

(Organization of Muslim Educational Institutions and Associations of Tamilnadu)
Inaugural Function of Golden Jubilee Celebrations 31st January, 2025

OMEIAT Golden Jubilee Celebrations was inaugurated in a grant manner by Hon’ble Thiru
Udhayanidhi Stalin, Deputy Chief Minister of Tamilnadu.

Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister released the first copy souvenir which was received by
Hony. Govi Cheziyan, Minister for Higher Education Thiru Udhayanidhi Stalin presented Lifetime
Achievement Awards to Thirteen Eminent educationists, Thiru Udhayanidhi Stalin, in his speech,
highlighted the long bonding by the ruling party with Muslim Community and benefits that Mus-
lims are enjoying over years by various schemes and policy decisions by ruling party in favour of
Muslims. Thiru Udhayanidhi Stalin also mentioned the sleeve of orders passed by the DMK in this
tenure by the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu for the benefit of Muslims recently and also said more
benefits will be announced soon.

It was presided over by Mr. U.
Mohamed Khalilullah, Presi-
dent, OMEIAT
Mr. S. Ahamed Meeran, Gen-
eral Secretary, OMEIAT wel-
comed the gathering.
Mr. Imthiaz Pasha, President,
MEASI delivered felicitation
" address
" Hon’ble Govi Cheziyan Minis-
. ter for Higher Education, Mr.
Nawas Kani, M.P., Chairman,
Tamil Nadu Wakf Board and
Mr. Abdul Samad MLA., Presi-
dent, Tamilnadu Haj Commit-
tee also spoke in the function.
Dr. S. Sathikh, Former Vice-
Chancellor, University of Ma-
dras,
: Former Gen. Secretary, OMEI-
’ D AT spoke detailing the history
of OMEIAT and its services
_ to schools and colleges, Mr.
.1 Mohamed Haneef Katib, Hon
. Treasurer, OMEIAT delivered
the vote of thanks
Mrs. Fathima Muzafer MLC was the Master of Ceremony of the function

The following eminent educationists were awarded Lifetime Achievement Awards:

1.Janab P K Shabbir Ahmed, Founder, OMEIAT, 2.Janab U Mohamed Khalilullah , President,
OMEIAT & Former President , Muslim Educational Association of Southern India (MEASI),

3. Dr. S Sathikh,  Former Vice Chancellor , University of Madras 4. Janab M M Hashim Chair-
man of KH Educational Foundation and Patron of MEASI, 5. Janab S Ziauddin Ahmed
Chairman, C. Abdul Hakeem College of Engineering and Technology, 6. Janab M E S Fathu
Rabbani, Correspondent, Sadakathullah Appa College, Tirunelveli, 7. Dr. A. M. Salahud-
din, Former Vice President, Anjuman-e-Himayath-e-Islam, Chennai, 8. Mr. Shanmuga Velay-
utham Former Professor of Social Work at Loyola College, Chennai, 9. Mrs. Zubaida Azgar Ali
Dhala Former President, Muslim Women Association (MWA), 10. Sister. Shariffa A Azeez
Correspondent Crescent Group of Girls Institutions in Tamilnadu, 11. Mr. Mohamed Ashraf
Chairman, MEASI Urdu Academy & Former Secretary, MEASI, 12. Janab P Nazeer Ahmed
Former Principal, Osmania Hr. Sec. School, Thirapattur, 13. Janab EKM Muhammad Thaj Muhyi-
deen Gani, E.K.M. Abdul Gani Madarsa Islamiyah Primary and High School, Erode.

Mr. S. Ahmed Meeran, General Secretary, OMEIAT, in his speech, appealed the Govt. of Tamil-
nadu to take steps fulfil the demands listed in memorandum submitted to Deputy Chief Minister.
He mentioned a few in his speech as given below:

* The benefits such as the 7.5% reservation in professional courses given to Govt. School Stu-
dents shall be extended to aided schools.

* There is a strong emphasis on the need for immediate teacher appointments for existing vacan-
cies in aided schools, particularly in Urdu medium schools

* There is dire need for re-opening of Urdu teacher training institutions. The lack of qualified
teachers in these schools hampers the quality of education, particularly in minority communities
where Urdu is the medium of instruction.

* A major concern raised in the representation is the recent government order making Tamil a
compulsory language for students in classes 9 and 10, while permitting students to study their
mother tongue as an optional subject. This policy creates a disparity, with non-Tamil students
required to take six subjects, totalling 600 marks, while Tamil students continue to study five
subjects for a total of 500 marks. The community has expressed dissatisfaction with this unequal
treatment and has called for a more equitable system.

* OMEIAT urging the government to grant permanent recognition to schools after ten years of
service, simplifying the process to allow for faster institutional development.
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Telangana allows
govt servants observing
Ramadan to leave an hour early,
BJP claims ‘appeasement’

A day after the Congress government in Telangana issued an order al-
lowing its Muslim employees to leave work an hour early for prayers during
the month of Ramadan, the BJP accused it of “appeasement politics”.

The February 17 order allowed all “Government Muslim Employees/
Teachers/Contract /Out-sourcing/Boards/ Corporations & Public Sector Em-
ployees working in the State to leave their Offices/Schools at 4.00 pm dur-
ing the month of Ramzan from March 2 to March 31”.

BJP IT Cell head Amit Malviya posted on X: “The appeasement bug
strikes the Congress government in Telangana, which has approved relaxed
work hours for Muslim state employees during Ramzan”.

He posted: “No such concessions are ever granted to Hindus when
they fast during Navratri. This tokenism isn’t about being sensitive to the
religious beliefs of one community but about reducing them to a mere vote
bank. It should be opposed.”

Adding to this, Telangana BJP MLA Raja Singh said that during Hindu fes-
tivals, no concession is given to believers. “If one community is given preference
over the other, then it has to be appeasement politics,” Singh said.

In Andhra Pradesh, where the BJP is in a coalition government with the Tel-
ugu Desam Party, a similar concession has been given to Muslim government
servants. In an order dated February 22, the government allowed all Muslim gov-
ernment staff to leave office by 4 pm, just like Telangana.

The Telangana Congress, meanwhile, slammed the BJP for indulging in “pol-
itics of polarisation”.

“During all festivals, the government gives concessions to believers of dif-
ferent faiths. During Dasara, a 13-day holiday was given by our government. The
BJP has no idea about this because they are truly not caring about the welfare of
people of Telangana,” said Telangana Congress spokesperson Syed Nizamud-
din. Even the previous BRS government had allowed this concession, Nizamuddin
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