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AHMED WORLD TRAVELS

We personally serve our guests since 1989

GREETINGS FROM

WE ARE-BACK WITH ALL: OUR SERVICES UNDER ONE ROOF.

JENGEN/UK/USA

- TO INTERNATIONAL
PASSENGERS ON COVID PROTOCOLS

CONTACT FOR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE
ahmedworldiravels@yahoo.co.in
+91 8220735528 | +91 9841037786 | +91 9789545270
123/76, Peters Road, Royapettah, Chennai 600014
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MILLATH HAJ

We are grateful to be back with all our services
under one roof.

Furnished below are some of the services we offer:

> PILGRIMAGE PACKAGES TO SAUDI ARABIA
BOOKINGS NOW OPEN FOR HAJ & UMRAH

> FREE TRAVEL CONSULTATION TO INTERNATIONAL
PASSENGERS ON COVID PROTOCOLS

> DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL TICKETING
> INBOUND AND OUTBOUND TOURS

» TRAVEL INSURANCE

> ZIARATH TOURS

> ALL PASSPORT & VISA RELATED ASSISTANCE & SERVICES

@ Contact Us +91 9841037786 | +91 9941837786 | millathhajservice@yahoo.co.in

www.millathhaiservice.com
No.46 (332), Quaide Millath Road, Triplicane High Road, Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005.

9 ASH

FITNESS STUDIO

+91 9841037786 | www.smashfit.in
Lloyds Road, Royapettah, Chennai 600014

+91 8220735528 | www.tonguetinglers.com
Order from our mouthwatering menu: -

Pixelade:

Multimedia Marketing

Contact us for all your digital marketing needs!
+91 9840752505 | www.pixelado.in
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@& 60T eumuIleVITas [HLD 6 MM OGN WITET 86T [HevorL GBILD &MHS) (HLILIS
SAIG&ELILGLL. SIS5HHETEC, @b BLeUNFHNS T(HEHELILIL (H6TTS.

4



LOMMLULY, UBIGECHF T8 FaMl HHSH S &G @M LIS eVIQWTS LIMTTEEHE
Fn M.

365 CHISH, MM evorenl HTHE&ETTET GBHLIMETD, LLL 6T,
L WITET LD ([(HESHTEOT FHMINGGHem6T WL QWD @BHWT eubdluimsg Q&
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44% auifl NS &G LILIL (B 2_6Tensl. Feorm LS 34%, G MW eedtmMlwILD LIS
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HL allevs® wCeTsHT GNS )
3L, EHT 3 7.6cr6or.palluller FjFme GCLIFG!

Qasstement:  SLOPBHTEH FLLFmUUNODL HemmGeummuu L L
GCaealled Q@b Nevs® GCaHTIHL WCFTHTESHEG FHTD MEHCW(DSHSI
CUTL (P 2ULUSH6L SITHHTEL, SiHG LCFTHTCI (FHHIL CUTLOTNL L §TS
9L EBHT Sy .6T601.060. CUEILIG QUHLD FTFENFITETIS. 60TV I, E15HIT
@UU&eL  Homwed Ll  GumlL 10 LDCEFMTHTESEHSHSG
2 FFHHIIMCL HG MUY HHSTJLD
CPSLID ERUILSED SHGI SASITl. USleviqemul
BHGIETENG).

SLODBT(H S EBHITS S417.6T601.7a), 2021-
b oevoily QiU 18-H  GCaHE
QUTMIIGUMONY.  (PEITETSHTEH  BHITSHTOMHS)
OTHe SLEEBITE QBHST S cTein.gei.
9Ihg WMHesHeL QWMHE SODBTL(HEHES
9} [7.6T60T.721) LOMMHMUILIL L Gumgy,
BISMELMHE LOMBI6L  LD&HEHET  LIL L M&HS6I
Qalgdg Q&ML ADHSEN]. QHMEG STIEUID, BHITSHTEOMHSH6L
LTRSS JFal L 6wl QL HuIms henL QUmDM GUTSILD, S8 HL 6l Hen&H6l
O1g  Gomgwmer  GemeouiGsemnenr GLMGISTEUIG. (BB oy [7.6T607.6X
6T60TLIS)| & T6DT.

315 G 6MTWLLD FJFMTFSGe..

SODBTHES BEpHITS Yr.eergell CQuTMILIGCUMM  HTEVLD
WHCL QHTLJFSHIWMETT FJFmESHMNLGT6NT FGHEG eU(BHMMT. HmelL [
Quiss aHIiL, @b Qm Heiy, se®s Heaiy, B Caje
Sewwiliy, s el SO  &Te 6TeoT  SLOPHTL G LDSSHEHEHGLD
SLODBML 1960 @b  SHUPd SHFEGWL W& CrFwmer 618l
HeneoiLT(R&HemenGl  Q&mesung (hSHMMT S E5BJ S J.6T6or.Jal.  &ev
BOEE@SS W STl QuISESMS  THTHH  Sleu]
QaT(H&H CULIlgmUGSHTe Q6TemMEGLD JTRL6U6T6T 61656V L&HESSH60
AL b QuME QFWISH S
L aflevs @ LCETHT
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Gargmmer  HapCaunm UEpbkES ADINN meusss; Qhs
CETHMEmEN  hEphy SHGUN  @iiiermy. @&esimed e (HLb
SLOPBTH  FLLsmuUNL B  allewsde  GCem@pld  weersm
HenMCeUNMUILILL FI. 460160 QHMGS 6RLILGHEL M6V, R6ITHLISSE
QiU MEUSST] CRQuinY) ge.
LGCFTHTEH ST QAFHGIL CUTEE alllof&erLd

SGHFIL 60T HHEHONLMEL.. 6 CEFTHTEHEG W EBHI 6LILFHEL
STl Lm0, 9h% WGCFTHT QUHHONL STECRI STHHD 6T6Tm)
S VI SSMT U EbHT pJ.eTeor.gall. Qg &L QUIBLD FIFOHFILITS
Qalg 55 AUCUTEH PNSHS SMTRIGTV Hemeved] HGLOUFLD, &Filuimeo
SMIEUIGLD  @6L6LMDEL  6(H LCETHTMEU W EbBT  HITSHHESTeL
BTLTE@pHLOETN  RETHTLSC  @QmhHONL L & TOIMISTET  SITSHSLD
TSI LSleOl SHAGHST]. 2 &EFHLOGTDULLD ol , SEBHT RLILGEL
&Umed  GumeusTGeoGw 6@ WLCEFTHT Q@QMBHIONLMTH 616516 LD
2ihle|nisS) QBHSSI.
M&CW(PSHGCH GuITL Lo GL6oT

NesT6oI(HLD Fal, SMD 6@ CUTHD BL NeV&HSG LCFTHTEUSHS
LS H(HLD MSQAWI(LpGHmGL GUTLGeu Lom_GL6oT 6T6T L LD &)
SILUGCUTGID SHLD 6TSHITLIENL 6TSHITCSTETUILIT] S, @pHIT Fel.
FOMTSHEM STLOLD 3,576

QCHCUTL  FemHe  HILHDME QoL LMD Y FH5HE)
CUAWIGIL 60T  FeTTHETT  FHILDGHMS  6UTLDHITET  (LP(PEUGILD  6THTHS
EU6ITETELITEMTU|LD G6ofl LOHLD HEVIIL. SHUIWIT 6M6UG UL 6MIU|LD F6DTITS 63T
SIDGMGL LUTHSTHHUTHET 61601 GUEAUD FIFemFuieL HsHeormiy
SbE5HT Jeil.
allerr &g getaflw 2 &g B HLosiTmLd

BOGUTE, SONBTE Ags QSTLIHS ap&Gsals HDHTE
FLL&mUUNL HenmCGeummuuLl L DCEMTHTESELEHE < EbbIJ LILISH6D
SUMD6L QBHHSH SATHUIDL FLLGHIHS 6180meng; FLLNCHmEHLD
sT60TM  SANQWITS  STLueNSHON L G 2 FFHHOEIDD.  HSHHIL 60T
S, EpHHl6T HSTTHMSL LNSHE, HLO&STeT SAMLL HHSMID CLHEVLD
@By gall HMSH emeuss 10 CFTHTEHEEEFHGLD 2 &F&FHSID6THELD
@ULHD olaTHHG. QFHeT 2 FFLMS  PEHHT Jail el
CETHTESeT  WHmer QeammHuSHUNGT  HL6UIGSMHSHMONILLD  Fal
2 FFHHIDETIMLD NSHTIGUITS [5G CFUISHE).



HTLMEHLOGTMH L 6US. LI FLL
(5 LCFTHT HITSHE 6V

QL6VEY: BTLMTEBLETMSFH6 @6Tm FIFMFSGSFIL eusbsL (6ussL,
aAGsL)  FLL HHSsS WLEFEIsMemel WLHSHUNL Ebld LITRss
FHenevenlnuilevmerr GHFI U Q6OTHTUIEES Jnl L 600l T& STHEN QFUISS.
@eveumdwisefler D& &HSHHIHH HoewWILE  FalQUHTE
ALFFRSGELILUGLL @QBs WLEFMHTmMal IHIHHLF&HT WWeTFF e
TP T 5 1 6ITETEOT.
6U & & L1 6T60T M IT6V 6T60TEOT?

QUGS 6Te0T LIS @)6neuTLWITE6T @) 60 M LICO0 18 8M8 [H60TQ & M6t LTS
GULDTHRIG LD QI 6M&F ULD Lij)glLb MFWIT QFMHSIGm6TH GMILILI(H6USTESLD.
QUL 6u&HsLl QUPBIGLLLL QFTHSH&HEHH G d]@mm;r 2 flemn G&ITT
WLQUITSI. ‘

U &L QEFTS S5 6T 6T6016U?

UGS L] QFMSHSIHET
@meuens s LILBID. ReTm @enmevestlerr |,
QuWHley, QMMEUGHS HETRHTemL *

.

wmss QIPMHBISLILGSM QEMEHS. |

@BHE WIGED 2 fon  Cary gt mee
WIQUITSI. e & 5.7 3
LLOHOMIT®H 6160 & LLIT6OTS,

BOTQSHTOLWMS QIPBIGLLLL Q&FTHSI&m6T 2 flemnwlmeriserfleor
SO U aumifla&6T LT mnifl& S & Q8 meTel s M@ LD.
UGS QFITS 186 6TLILIL UL MG LILI(HILD?

sl aumflussse alpms N@mLLUSBD Blevsams, NEGHEHEHT
DG&H VSl SIHMEUSHESG QSHTH&HSMMD. @HEH QFMHHIGET eLHEVLOITET
QBT WLGH evd SIGT aUPlUTL (&G UWeTUMSSHTLD.
@55MEW aSSL BlevsHms 6Tal(HHGI allMLemeT Q&FUIUl (LIS
ILEOTITEL G HHN S, AUTLMH G Q&HT(H&HSHEVITLD.

UG &L eumlwid- (D& & 6eu6v6ed & 6T Wmh?

aGSL UM LGSR T QFTHSIGMET & 600TS 600l &8 FallULl6UTE 6T
(D& S 61606015 61T 6T60T 260 LD &85 L1 LI (H) 5 60T M 60T IJ.

UG &L QF TS 186 LM Nl 6 6 17 11 & 61T 2_6IT6Im6or6u m?

200910 2y,600T(H 6UGH LI Q& TS S G6r 60T eleUTMmIGH6T @)6D600T WS 6TE 5 6V
USCammd QFWWLILLL . QMSSID 872,324 SMFWT QFMS5H&HET;
16,713 SIMFUWD QFMHIBIGET, UHSL QEFTSHHETTH  @)1HE DS 60T MET.
@eaumnmlev 15 wWmplevmisGefley 97% QUSHSL] QETSHIHET @) ([HE S 60T M 6.
2 19.ufev DL RECLD 2,32,457 aUE &L QI &F TS 551 86T 2_6TET60T;

R FTalley 10,314 ULl QFMSHIGHET @ IHHS6TM6r. @eummley 39%
GSL QFTEHSIG6T L BHIGWL 6ThHEH g alleveumaIpld GeveuTEHemel. 50%
AGSL QFTHSIGHT GNMIHS 2 MG WTeT alleUIhIsG6T @)6Vemev. 7% UL
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QEFMHEIH6T USHHTGESHLILULB6TETEN. 2% auEsll QFTHEIH6T S
aNl6LEVIBIG LD 2_6IT6TeoT. 2022-1D 31,6007 Lq.60T 8560078 (& & 61T160T LI 61 L] eurmflul
Q&S SIG6T 60T DGLIL] eh1.2 VL&D CSITLY..
auGsL Uil FLL S (55 S L0CF TS med 60T (L0 & &) L )LD & 61 85 61T 6T60T60T?
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Pakistan distances itself from
26/11 accused Tahawwur Rana,
says he's a Canadian

Mumbai terror attack accused Tahawwur Rana, who is expected to be extradited to
India from the US very soon, would help probe agencies expose the role of Pakistani state
actors behind the dastardly act that claimed 166 lives,Pakistan authorities reacted for the
first time to the 26/11 Mumbai attacks accused Tahawwur Hussain Rana’s extradition to
India.

Rana was extradited from the United States, where he has been held since his

arrest in October 2009, along with another conspirator, David Coleman Headley, in a

separate case.
The Pakistani Foreign Office distanced itself from the key accused in one of the most

horrific terror attacks on India, pointing out his Canadian citizenship.

“Tahawwur Rana has not renewed his Pakistani documents in the last two decades.
His Canadian nationality is very clear,” the foreign office said in a statement.

Experts believe that Tahawwur Rana's links to the Pakistan Army as well as the ISI
could be properly established once he faces the law in India. Islamabad fears Rana could

spillthe beans on Pakistan’s role in conspiring the Mumbai 26/11 attacks.

Tahawwur Rana’s extradition from US to India; Tahawwur Rana, a Pakistani-
Canadian doctor, owned a travel agency in Chicago, which was allegedly used by one of
the Mumbai attacks masterminds, David Coleman Headley, for his travels to India before
the attack.

Later, Headley became an approver in the case and testified about his and Rana’s
role in the attacks on Mumbai carried out by 10 terrorists associated with Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT)thatkilled 166 people from November 26 to November 29, 2008.

Rana is being brought back to India in a special plane from the United States. He is
likely to be lodged in a high-security ward in Tihar jail. Necessary preparations have been
made for lodging him in jail, and the prison authorities will likely wait for the court order.
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With Donald Trump pausing tariffs,
India seeks to seal trade deal with US: Report

Donald Trump halts reciprocal tariffs for several countries, prompting India to
expedite its trade deal with the US.

As US President Donald Trump put a hold on reciprocal tariffs for several countries,
India wants to move quickly on a trade deal with the United States.

Follow Trump tariff news live updates

"India is one of the first nations to start talks over a deal with the United States and to
have jointly agreed to a deadline to conclude it," Reuters quoted the official as saying.

Union commerce minister Piyush Goyal said at an event in New Delhi earlier this
week that manufacturers in India and the US have suffered from China's unfair trade
practices over the years.

India will raise scrutiny on imports to spot any potential dumping of goods, including
from China, the official said.

Donald Trump temporarily lowered duties on trading partners, including India, just 24
hours after imposing tariffs that unleashed the most intense market volatility since the
early days of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Shifting the focus back to a bilateral trade war with China, Trump said he would raise
to 125% the tariff on imports from China. The US reciprocal tariff on India stands at 10%.

The decision to halt further tariffs is especially a relief for Indian shrimp exporters, the
official said, citing an industry that faced a tariff disadvantage compared to competitors like
Ecuador.

Nearly $14 billion worth of electronics products and over $9 billion worth of gems and
jewellery were also among the sectors impacted by the U.S. tariffs.

Ajay Sahai, director general at the Federation of India Export Organisations,
representing more than 37,000 exporters, said the 90-day pause gives Indian negotiators
time to work on concluding a bilateral trade deal with the United States.

"The US appears determined to hit China hard, and if it wants to ensure a non-
disruptive supply of goods to its consumers while keeping inflation in check, India remains
one of the most reliable suppliers," Sahai said.

China’s stock investors show faith in Beijing

Chinese stocks capped another day of gains on Thursday, defying the US
President's move to further hike tariffs on the nation to a record 125%. One key takeaway
from that: investors are putting their trust in Beijing’s ability, and its resolve, to support the
economy and markets in the face of an escalating trade war.

For now, authorities are sending all the right signals. China’s top leaders plan to meet
to discuss additional economic stimulus, with the ad-hoc gathering set to focus on support
measures for housing, consumer spending and technological innovation. That follows
pledges from policymakers earlier in the week to “fight to the end” in response to Trump’s
tariffs as well as efforts by state-backed funds to support the market.

A gauge of Chinese stocks listed in Hong Kong climbed 1.8%, capping a third daily
advance, while the onshore benchmark CSI 300 Index finished 1.3% higher. That’s even
as China was a glaring omission when Trump announced a 90-day pause on higher tariffs
for most trading partners, just hours after his wide-ranging reciprocal tariffs took effect.
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Tamil vs Hindi: Why The Tussle Over NEP Won't Die

The confrontation over the National Education Policy (NEP) between the Tamil Nadu
government and the Centre is setting the stage for the 2026 electoral battle in the state.
While the Centre has strongly maintained that there won't be any Hindi imposition through
the three-language policy of the NEP, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) refuses to
budge. It is playing on an emotive political narrative in a state where electoral politics and
identity have always revolved around the issue of language.

The History Of The Two-Language Policy

It was in 1968 that the DMK officially enforced the two-language policy in the state,
shortly after coming to power. Under then Chief Minister C.N. Annadurai, the Tamil Nadu
government passed a resolution in the state assembly that year, categorically rejecting the
Parliament's official language resolution providing for a three-language formula. Since
then, successive DMK and AIADMK-led governments have favoured the two-language
systemin the state.

The protection and propagation of
the Tamil language was the cornerstone of
post-Independence Dravidian politics in
the state. While it was not the only agenda,
it was arguably the most emotive
| ideological and electoral issue and one

' that propelled the DMK to great heights
afterits formation in 1949. The formation of
the linguistic states of the South in 1956,
following a fierce anti-Hindi agitation in the
1950s, is a well-recorded phase. The
heavy influence of Dravidian parties and
political ideology over Tamil Nadu since
1967 has made language almost a ‘non-negotiable'issue.

Can Language Still Shape Politics?

Given this backdrop, the confrontation over the three-language policy of the NEP is
not a surprise. In the present context, the question is whether language is still as powerful
an electoral issue as it once was. It is emotive and defines the identity of the state, but in
India of 2025, does it still have the same electoral appeal?

While the three-language policy of the NEP states that any Indian language could be
a third language and that there is no imposition of Hindi as the third one, the DMK's
counterargument is two-fold. First, it argues that no matter the words in the policy
document, in practice, the third language would most likely become Hindi in all schools, as
is the case now in CBSE schools. Second, it stresses that any pressure to abide by the
NEP—an issue that blew up after Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said the Centre
would not release funds if Tamil Nadu did not implement the NEP—violates the state's
rights. The subtext that DMK leaders are building into their narrative is that a uniform
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national policy and an imposition of Hindi, whether directly or indirectly, will help the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) expand their
ideological influence in the state.

The DMK has been demanding that education be brought back to the State List from
the Concurrent List. This is important because post-1976, when education became part of
the Concurrent List, several central board schools in Tamil Nadu have had Hindi as a third,
or even a second language. In fact, many private state board schools offer a third-
language principle. Only state-run schools follow a two-language principle to ensure that
Tamilis learnt as a matter of principle.

Currently, the DMK is projecting the NEP debate in three dimensions. First, as a
Centre vs. State issue of federalism—the flashpoint is the Centre refusing funds if the
state doesn'timplement it. Second, as a matter of alleged Hindi imposition. And third, as a
Dravidian politics-versus-Hindutva confrontation.

This ideological battle and the assertion of the Tamil identity have been the DMK's
main electoral planks since 2019. They yielded rewards for the party in 2019, 2021, and
2024, and, in the absence of a strong personality in the opposition AIADMK after the
demise of J. Jayalalithaa, successfully projected the M.K. Stalin and his DMK as the only
champion of the Dravidian cause in the state.

Naturally, the DMK expects that the tussle with the Centre will bolster its position for
the 2026 polls. The party has been at loggerheads with the Centre over the UGC draft
guidelines too, claiming that they curb state powers. Already, the DMK government and
Governor RN Ravi are engaged in along-drawn-out battle over appointments of university
vice-chancellors.

Why BJP Must Proceed With Caution
The Centre and the BJP need to handle this deftly. The more they make it a political

and ideological confrontation, the more aggressive and powerful the DMK might get. Any
coercion, or a step seen as such, could be electorally detrimental and alienate potential
regional allies. Shaping this debate as an intellectual one, rather than as an ideological
and political battle, is crucial.

In any case, there are sharp intellectual questions about whether being in favour of
protecting Tamil necessarily means opposing Hindi. Wise is perhaps one who can enjoy
and cherish the legendary Tamil poet Kannadasan as much as he does the Hindi lyricist
Gulzar, and be inspired by the revolutionary writings of C. Subramania Bharati
(Bharatiyar) as much as by those of Bismil Azimabadi and FaizAhmed Faiz.

Legendary poet-saint Thiruvalluvar wrote in one of his couplets in the Thirukkural, “to
live as the world lives is wisdom”. Times are changing—should this confrontation and
debate over language also change with the times? Irrespective of the intellectual
contestations, the ideological and political confrontation is only growing more intense and
emotive. The finer points may just be lost in translation.
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TRUTH FROM THOUGHT!

When neuroimaging techniques move from a lab to the courtroom (essentially, are
introduced in the justice system), the question arises: can biometric mind reading
truthfully imagine a criminal offense or an act, and most importantly should they? Given
the ethical aspect of its usage, does it fall under human right’s violation and whether
consent from a criminal is still accounted for? This essay, therefore, delves into the
various nuances of mind probing that have recently taken flight in various countries
(including India). And how improvement in science and technology has led to
investigators channeling diverse (ethical and unethical) means to crucify the alleged

criminals into ‘extracting intelligence’.

As the landscape of mind probing is fairly vast, we will be condensing it down to

Brain
finger printing. At its core, Brain fingerprinting “seeks to detect deception by

essentially reading thoughts. It works by using electroencephalography (EEG) to read
the electrical activity of the brain, with the aim of trying to identify a phenomenon known
as the P300 response” (McGorrery)1. P300 response in simpler terms can be
understood as a noticeable spike in the electrical activity of the brain that usually takes
place within one-third of a second when exposed or shown a stimulus which is familiar.
The idea behind this is that our subconscious brain has a measurable and essentially, an
‘uncontrollable’ response to a familiar stimuli which the machine canregister.

An illustration of how investigators decipher information is - imagine this scenario:
an axe used in a murder is shown to the primary suspect, who pleads not guilty. In this
situation if the suspect exhibits a P300 response, indicating recognition of the axe, this
suggests they are most definitely lying. On the contrary, if there is no P300 response, this
might ‘imply’ that the person cannot be the perpetrator of the very crime.

Now, according to numerous reports and to the most logical understanding of such
methods, one can raise various concerns. One - brain fingerprinting being included in the
investigator’s toolkit not only threatens the right to privacy, but also the right to freedom of
thought and various other fundamental rights (depending on the country’s laws),
contravening an individual’s dignity, immaterial of the crime committed. Secondly, the
P300 response would be tipped off maybe due to the remote familiarity of some other
incident in the alleged criminal's life rather than the actual crime (scene) itself. Which
denotes that, “the goal of brain fingerprinting is to determine whether or not the relevant
knowledge is ‘known’ to the subject...Note that brain fingerprinting does not evaluate
whether or not the investigator’s account of the crime is accurate, or whether the
putatively relevant knowledge actually correctly represents the crime. Brain fingerprinting
does not detect guilt or innocence”(Farwell)2. Lastly, and most crucial, the technology is
easily falliable. It could be seamlessly tricked by anyone with a simple ‘thumb tack’.

Thus, this suggests that the very foundation of the technology and its usage in the
realm of the investigation process leaves a concrete impact on the victims (i.e, the
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criminals). Furthermore, “research now suggests that a person can intentionally
suppress their memories and reduce the chances of the brain fingerprinting machine
registering a positive response...researchers have discovered that beta-blockers such
as propranolol (which was originally used to treat heart disease) can sometimes block
memory formation. Theoretically, a wily offender could take the drug after committing a
crime and effectively erase (or at least dull) their memory of the event” (McGorrery)3.
This again expands the scope of both research and concern on the impact of the tool's
employment.

In conclusion, the emergence\proponents of this technology argue that although it
has the potential to aid in the distinguishing of truth from deception, the very reality of it is
far more complex. The ethical dilemmas, surrounding brain fingerprinting raise
questions about human rights, ethics, consent and the very fundamental rights of the
individuals. Thus, in the pursuit of justice, the ethical ramifications of it need to be
thoroughly examined by societies, legal professionals, policymakers and countries at

large.
- NARIGS FATHIMA

DIGITAL ALLIES OR DETRACTORS

In this digital age, navigating a virtual identity or presence as a woman has added
another layer of experience. The landscape of cyberviolence has not spared women,
making the experience rather negative (for the lack of a better word). Infact, making them
more vulnerable and disproportionately violentin comparison to males. Along with issues
faced in real life, women now face (at least in some amounts) digital victimization in the
digital space. This is where originator tracing has proven to be an important catalyst.
Before dwelling into the nuances of how originator tracing has enabled investigation
processes to become more efficient and smoother in the said cases of violence, we will
first dwell into the meaning of originator tracing.

By definition, Originator tracing in cyberspace refers to the process of identifying the
original source or creator of a specific piece of digital content, such as an email, message,
file, or transaction. This involves tracking the origin of the data or communication to
determine who initiated it, often for purposes like cybersecurity, law enforcement, or data
integrity. This very integration of technology in investigating and prosecuting crimes
against women presents a sort-of nuanced landscape. While originator tracing holds
significant promise in addressing crimes against women, it's also essential to recognize
that the application reveals a spectrum of consequences—the good, the bad, and the ugly.
We will now briefly look into a few case studies to understand how originator tracing has
streamlined investigative processes.

Case Study 1: Hyderabad Vet Rape and Murder Case (2019). In this tragic case, a
young veterinarian in Hyderabad was brutally raped and murdered. Originator tracing
played a critical role in resolving the case. The police utilized mobile tower data and traced
the victim’s last calls to identify the culprits. Advanced forensic tools, including GPS-
based location tracking, helped pinpoint the suspects’ movements and secure critical
evidence. All four accused were apprehended and subsequently killed in a controversial
police encounter. While this resolution sparked debates over extrajudicial actions,
originator tracing proved instrumental in swiftly identifying and locating the perpetrators.
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Case Study 2: Human Trafficking Network Bust in Delhi (2023) : In a recent case,
originator tracing technology dismantled a human trafficking ring operating in Delhi.
Victims, many of them women, were lured through WhatsApp messages promising jobs.
Investigators traced these messages to their source using WhatsApp’s metadata records
and surveillance approvals from the judiciary. The operation rescued over 40 women and
led to the arrest of 12 traffickers, demonstrating the potential of originator tracing in
combating organized crime against women. Though it is essential to recognize the
positive side of originator tracing as it facilitates justice through innovative methodologies
and faster resolution of cases; conversely, the reliance on surveillance technology such
as originator tracing raises critical questions about privacy and the equitable application
of justice.

On the flip side, originator tracing in the context of anonymity brings with it diverse
challenges. It questions the very fundamental rights of the citizens. Without dwelling into it
too deep, | would like to briefly elucidate the hitches that are attached with Traceability.
There is widespread consensus among cybersecurity and technical experts, public policy
advocates, and civil society that traceability cannot systematically address the problem of
getting to people who deliberately and consistently spread malicious information, fake
news, rumors and commit crimes. Instead, it will disproportionately harm innocent
people. Essentially, traceability threatens the security and privacy of everyone using
E2EE messaging services. This is because the implementation of traceability will require
services to trace non-Indian users too. Thus there is no way for traceability to be
implemented in India without damaging the technology for all users worldwide. Further, it
is impossible to ascertain without doubt that the first originator of a message is indeed
within the territory of India without adding pervasive and intrusive geo-location tracking.
Even then, user accounts which are being used in other countries but on an Indian phone
number can create attribution errors.

This leads to more complexities in tracing the perpetrators of crimes. Users could
also mask their real location using VPNs and other technologies to avoid being identified
as the first originator. For example, while WhatsApp has faced scrutiny for its end-to-end
encryption that protects user privacy, it also poses challenges for law enforcement in
tracing the origins of abusive messages. Under the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, intermediaries are mandated to
assist in identifying the originator of specific communications when legally required.
However, concerns persist over the balance between user privacy and legal
accountability.

To tie it back, the prevalence of cyberviolence against women has grown in tandem
with technological advancements, presenting unique challenges in both prevention and
justice. From non-consensual sharing of explicit images to online harassment and
cyberstalking, the digital domain has amplified avenues of victimization. And as we
navigate these nuances, it is essential to strike a balance that upholds justice while
protecting the fundamental rights of individuals. The integration of robust legal
frameworks, transparency in technological use, and the safeguarding of privacy can pave
the way for a system where originator tracing becomes a facilitator of justice without
compromising democratic principles. Eventually ensuring that technology serves as an
enabler of safety and equity, not as a double-edged sword.

- NARIGS FATHIMA
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