Father O’Connor’s Homily for 17 October 2021
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time-B
Isaiah 53: 10-11

Hebrews 4: 14-16

Mark 10: 35-45

I want to thank the many members of our Saint Joseph and Nativity Parishes who have returned their Stewardship Commitment Cards.  If you haven’t returned your card yet, you can find an extra one at the doorways of the church, or you can complete one online at our website. We will be sending extra cards in the mail this week, as well.

To those of you who participated in our recent Increased Offertory Program, there is no need to make a second commitment in the stewardship of treasure section.  But please feel free to re-enter on your Stewardship Commitment Card the Offertory pledge that you made earlier, along with your new time and talent decisions for the next twelve months.

We are announcing the Heart of a Shepherd Campaign which is taking place in our Diocese, and now in our Saint Joseph and Nativity Parishes.  For us it will be two separate campaigns that will take place simultaneously.
The Heart of a Shepherd Campaign is an opportunity over three years to raise funds in support of our seminarians and our newly-ordained priests and our retired priests, as well as to support our parishes.  Sixty-five cents of every dollar we raise will return to each of our two parishes.  And at the top of our local need-list is a new roof for both churches.

There will be two identical receptions to give everyone the opportunity to learn more about the Heart of a Shepherd Campaign.  One will be this coming Tuesday, 19 October, at 7:00 PM in our Nativity Social Hall.  The other will be on Monday, 25 October, at 7:00 PM in our Saint Joseph Social Hall.  

Nativity and Saint Joseph Parishioners are welcome to attend either reception, whichever is more convenient for you.  And even if you have not RSVP’d, you are still most welcome to come.  I look forward to seeing you!
Living stewardship as a way of life is about each one of us growing as disciples of Christ.  And today’s Gospel features two of the Apostles and their discipleship journey.

A teacher was telling her second-graders that if you carry your cross faithfully here on earth, one day you will wear a crown in heaven.  And then she asked, “Who do you think will wear the biggest crown?”


A student answered, “The person with the biggest head.”


That sounds a bit like today’s Gospel.  James and John had pretty big heads – not literally, of course.  But they both had large egos.  They said to Jesus, “Grant that in your glory we may sit, one at your right and the other at your left.”  

Are they really so different from us?  Don’t we all want our moment of fame, our day in the sun?

When no one notices us and our accomplishments, it can feel like being in prison.  In fact, someone who did not like their job very much penned these descriptive lines:


In prison, you spend the majority of your day in an 8x10 cell.   At work, you spend most of your time in a 6x8 cubicle.  
In prison, you get three meals a day.  At work, you only get a break for one meal, you have to pay for it, and it tastes like prison food.

In prison, you get time off for good behavior.  At work, you get rewarded for good behavior by getting more work to do.  
In prison, all expenses are paid by taxpayers, with no work required.  At work, you get to pay all the expenses in order to get to work, and then they deduct taxes from your salary to pay for prisoners.

Mary Kay, of Mary Kay Cosmetics, said:  “Always remember that everybody wears an invisible sign around their neck that reads, ‘Make me feel important.’  Remember that whenever you work with people.”


Now, before we get too tough with James and John about their request to sit on either side of Jesus in heaven, we must remember that they were not lightweights in their commitment to Him.  They had left behind their father and mother and a very profitable fishing business to follow Jesus.  
And, even in spite of their ego-driven ambition, they loved Jesus.  Jesus knew this.  They are like us in many ways, I believe.   
Harvey and Patricia lived in Arizona.  Adele Astaire was their neighbor and she loved to host dinner parties.  Harvey and Patricia were regulars on her guest list.  One night, Adele invited her brother, Fred, to come.
As the evening drew on with a lovely dinner and lots of candlelight and beautiful music, Patricia turned to Fred and said, “Mr. Astaire, would you dance with me?”  He graciously got up from the table and they circled the room.

Harvey said that from that day on, whenever they were out with friends, Patricia would always manage to bring up the night she danced with Fred Astaire.  It was a defining and memorable moment in her life.


When Jesus invited James and John to follow Him, it was a defining and memorable moment in their lives.  They believed in Him and they loved Him.  But sometimes their ambition carried them away.

So Jesus says to them, “Can you drink the cup that I drink?”  Jesus meant the cup of suffering.  “We can,” they replied, not knowing what they were saying.  
“The cup that I drink, you will drink,” Jesus told them.  And they did.  James was the first of the Apostles to give his life for Jesus as a martyr.  And John, his brother, was the last of the Apostles to die, and at a very old age. 

Their faith started small and it needed to mature.  And it did.  Their ambition needed to be purified.  And it was.
When was the defining moment in your life when Jesus called you to follow Him?  Can you remember?  How are you maturing as His disciple?  And where is Jesus calling you now to further your growth as His disciple?

Whether or not James and John are seated at Jesus’ right and left hand today, we do not know.  We will know someday.  But whatever the seating arrangements, we do know that they are indeed with Jesus in heaven.  
And from their place in heaven they guide us still, as we, on earth, faithfully try to “cling to the old rugged cross,” and hope to “exchange it some day for a crown.” 
