Identity In Christ
F R O M SINNER S SAVED B Y G R ACE TO SO N O F T H E K ING !

Why is Identity Important?
• It’s the foundation of who you are
• Everything flows from your identity
• It’s how you view the world, yourself and the FATHER!

Christians Often Identify with Sin
• “I’m a sinner saved by grace”
• Many Identify with Paul in Roman 7 and have a negative
“sin” based self image.
• “The things I don’t want to do I do, the things I want to do I don’t do”

• Produces a performance oriented value/approval system
• I’m more valuable or approved when I’m doing good things (Old Law)
• Focus tends to be on fixing issues and sin

• Results:
• Frustration of not being able to overcome sin or constant fear of failure
• “Sin, Guilt, Repent, Sin, Guilt, Repent” Merry go round
• Insecurity, Jealousy, Anger, Fear, Guilt, hopelessness and Depression
• Live in FEAR…Terrified the “Monster” will get out one day!

• Typical Response:
• I over achieve in an attempt
to feel worthy/approved
• I’m unworthy and become
compliant
• Give up and rebel

You are what you believe
• Thoughts are powerful…Jesus said it! (Matt 5:28)
• Your behavior is most often a result of what you think and believe about yourself
• Countless studies demonstrate this over and over.
• Self-doubt, self-hate, depression, etc. are often a result of negative self image and/or thinking

• Positive thinking or “fake it til you make it” often fails when your inner thoughts say the
opposite…you eventually run out of will power
• “Sinner Saved By Grace” sets our minds and focus on SIN!

• What does the Word of God actually say then?

You HAVE been reborn!
• John 3:1-10…"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is BORN AGAIN he cannot see the
kingdom of God.". John 1:13: who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh
nor of the will of man, but of God.
• 1 Peter 1:3…according to His great mercy has caused us to be BORN AGAIN to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
• 1 John 5:4 For everyone BORN of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith.
• Titus 3:5…He saved us through the washing of REBIRTH and renewal by the Holy
Spirit.
• 1 Peter 1:23 For you have been BORN AGAIN, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
• Matt 9:17 And who would pour fresh, new wine into an old wineskin?... new wine is
always poured into a new wineskin so that both are preserved.

You ARE a New Creation!
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW CREATION. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Cor 5:17
• The word “New” in Greek is “Kainos”
• Fresh, new, not found exactly like this before

• The word “Creation” in Greek is “Ktisis”
• Creation, creature, (of individual things, beings, species)

• Your old self/nature has ceased to exist. You are something totally
different than what you used to be…you have taken on the very nature
of Christ!
• You HAVE been reborn…No longer Human…You are BEYOND HUMAN!

You Died with Christ and now have His fullness!
Colossians 2:9-10
9 For He

is the complete fullness of deity living in human form. 10 and our own
completeness is now found in Him. We are completely filled with God as Christ’s
fullness overflows within us. He is the head of every kingdom and authority in the
universe!
John 17:23 (TPT)
23 You live fully in me and now I live fully in them so that they will experience
perfect unity, and the world will be convinced that you have sent me,

You are a saint!
• Rom 1:7 - …called to be saints.
• 1 Cor 1:2 - …to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints
• 2 Cor 2:1 - With all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia
• Phil 1:1 - To all the saints in Christ Jesus
• Ephesians 1:1 - …To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
• Col 1:2 - To the Saints
• 2 Peter 1:1 - those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ
• Jude 1:1 - To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus
Christ

You are one with Jesus and the Father!
John 17:20 - 23 (TPT)
20 “And I ask not only for these disciples, but also for all those who will one day
believe in me through their message. 21 I pray for them all to be joined together as
one even as you and I, Father, are joined together as one. I pray for them to
become one with Us so that the world will recognize that You sent me. 22 For the
very glory You have given to me I have given to them so that they will be joined
together as one and experience the same unity that We enjoy. 23 You live fully in
me and now I live fully in them so that they will experience perfect unity, and the
world will be convinced that you have sent me,
John 14:23 (TPT) Jesus replied, “Loving me empowers you to obey my word. And
my Father will love you so deeply that WE will come to you and make YOU OUR
dwelling place.

You are a Son of the King!
• Ephesians 1:3 - 14
3 …our Lord Jesus Christ, who HAS blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places,
• 4 …that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us
for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will,
• 7 …the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us,
•

10 … to

•

11 In him we

unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
have obtained an inheritance,

You are Seated in Christ in Heaven!
• Ephesians 1: 18 - 23
18 …the riches

of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great
might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
• Ephesians 2: 5 - 6
5 even when we

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
• You currently exist in 2 dimentions at the same time! On Earth and seated in Christ!

You are no longer SLAVES to sin!
6 Could it be any clearer that our former identity is now and forever deprived of it’s power? Fore we
were co-crucified with Him to dismantle the stronghold of sin with in us, so that we would not
continue to live one moment longer submitted to sin’s power. 7 Obviously, a dead person is
incapable of sinning. 8 And if we were co-crucified with the Anointed One, we know that we will also
share in the fullness of His life. Romans 6:6-8 (TPT)
For by His sacrifice He died to sin’s power once and for all, but He now lives continuously for the
Father’s pleasure. 11 So let it be the same way with You! Since you are now joined with him, you must
continually view yourselves as dead and unresponsive to sin’s appeal while living daily for God’s
pleasure in union with Jesus, the Anointed One! Romans 6:10-11 (TPT)
For you were included in the death of Christ and have died with Him to the religious system and
powers of this world. Don’t retreat back to being bullied by the standards and opinions of religion—
23 For though they may appear to possess the promise of wisdom in their submission to God through
the deprivation of their physical bodies, it’s actually nothing more than empty rules rooted in
religious rituals!
Colossians 2:20 (TPT)
So now the case is closed. There remains no accusing voice of condemnation against those who are
joined in life-union with Jesus the Anointed One. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life flowing through the
anointing of Jesus has liberated us from the law of sin and death. Romans 8: 1-2 (TPT)

Your Identity: You are a new Creation!
• God doesn’t look at you and only see Christ!
• This implies you are still wretched, but just have a “Jesus suit” on so God can’t see you!

• You are an entirely new creation (2 Cor 5:17, Rom 6:4, Eph 4:24)
• You have been reborn from heaven…totally new
• This did not exist before the new covenant

• As a new creation in Christ
• You are righteous, holy, pure…a saint
• You start from approval...You start from Victory!

• You cannot earn something you already have!
• You cannot become something you already are!

STOP WAISTING TIME TRYING TO BECOME SOMETHING YOU
ALREADY ARE AND FOCUS ON BEING THE NEW CREATION

How do we act as new creations?
• What happens when I mess up or “sin” still?
• Sin has NO power over you in Christ, so don’t give it ANY!
• Simply ”Repent”
• Greek word = Metanoeo: “To think differently or afterwards reconsider”
• Renew your mind to the mind of CHRIST…what He says about you!

• Conviction vs Shame/Guilt!
• Shame/Guilt drive us away from God, not towards him
• Conviction, convicts us of who we are and drives us toward God

• These accusations or negative thoughts keep coming…what do I do?
• Stand in your identity! Create distance between your identity in Christ and the accusation!

• The more you think, focus and ENCOUNTER your identity in Christ, the more you will
believe it. The more you believe it, the more your behavior will be a reflection of your belief!
• You should be looking more and more like Christ, not to be approved, but as an outward representation
of who you already are!

What can I do as a new creation?
• No separation between you and God! ROMANS 8:38-39
• All Creation is waiting for you! (Romans 8:19)
• You can enter into the heavens and encounter Jesus ANY time!
• I can come boldly into the Throne room of God (Heb 4:16)
• Jesus said “You will do everything He did and MORE!” (John 14:12-14)
• 1 Christs resurrection is your resurrection too. This is why we are to yearn for all that is
above, for that’s where Christ sits enthroned at the place of all power, honor and
authority! 2 Yes, feast on all the treasures of the heavenly realm and fill your
thoughts with heavenly realities, and not with the distractions of the natural realm.
3 Your crucifixion with Christ has severed the tie to this life, and now your true life is
hidden away in God in Christ. 4 And as Christ himself is seen for who he really is, who you
really are will also be revealed, for you are now one with him in his glory! Col 3:1-4 (TPT)

It’s Time to Believe!

•Who you REALLY are!
•WALK as a Son of the King
•PRACTICE FEASTING ON THE HEAVENLY
REALM AND FILLING OUR THOUGHTS
WITH HEAVENLY REALITIES!!
•LET’S ENTER INTO THE THRONE ROOM!

