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Our holiday party was a blast with holiday hats, necklaces and jewelry and the fabulous duo of Russine Zellner and John Anthony entertaining us. The Board members and Diana Smith paid for a fabulous Chinese buffet from Buffet at Asia, and I did a presentation on “How to Build An Orchid Collection.” It was based on an article published in Orchid Digest that I wrote and that I have attached to the newsletter email. We had our traditional holiday orchids, and well, we were happy. 
I have attached to the newsletter an article on growing vanilla called “The Scoop on Vanilla,” which I published in Orchid Digest in 2008.
Jason’s describes his talk: “Growing Vanilla- With the species' population in decline and their habitats being converted to other purposes, the Vanilla orchid is listed as endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.  If there were no Vanilla, how many of your beloved foods, scents, and more would be affected? This lecture will cover various species and cultivars of Vanilla, how to grow them indoors vs outdoors, how to create the seedpod, and how to harvest and create 
your own Vanilla extract!”Jason will also include a short greenhouse tour at the end of the lecture.
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We collected food for the Salvation Army and  were happy to do this small good deed. 
[image: Kindness Help Charity Stock Photo ...]
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We are pleased that so many paid dues and even gave us donations to bolster our treasury. They were appreciated. DUES FOR 2026 WILL BE WILL BE $40 FOR AN INDIVIDUAL AND $60 FOR A COUPLE. DONATIONS, OF COURSE, ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED. THIS YEAR WE NO LONGER GET HOTEL PLANTS AND DUE AND DONATIONS ARE SPECIALLY IMPORTANT NOW TO KEEP OUR WONDERFUL PROGRAMS GOING. I have been personally chipping in, but it would be nice to have the club more self-sufficient. In 2023,  members gave donations of $1500, and it made all the difference. 
If you haven’t paid your 2025 dues, PLEASE FEEL FRREE TO PAY YOUR 2026 DUES…. 

We now have the ability for you to pay your dues online!    Just click on the link, and the rest is quite clear. The form will ask for your credit card information which is secure through the Square application. I tried it, and it worked great. If you want to add a little extra for a donation, just add it on to your membership. It says “donation” instead of “dues” due to a technicality because we are a non-profit. You will receive a receipt immediately.. You can also pay at the meeting, but it makes the treasurer’s job much easy if someof you do this online.


	Here is the link- 
	
	
	

		https://square.link/u/NDRpbeQq?src=sheet 
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January is our White Elephant Sale, our annual and only fundraiser so bring some moolah and a bunch of your gorgeous but unwanted stuff to sell to others who will scream, “What is it? I want it, but what is it” and then cart it off delightedly. Bring unwanted sporting stuff, kitchen things, kooky gifts, wine, games, books, orchids- just about anything fun and useful. Look around. I have already put together some of my stuff. 
I have written to vendors to donate orchids which we will sell cheap to you which is always a great way to add to your collection. I will also donate potting materials to go with Mark Romansky’s talk on potting in January. He is just the best speaker, and the meeting is sure to be a delight.

HOW DOES THE WHITE ELEPHANT SALE WORK
We will have tables with a sign for a dollar amount like $1, $2, $5, $10, $15 and $20 and miscellaneous. You put your item on the right table for your item. Don’t ask me because I don’t have any special knowledge! You can always put it on a lower dollar table if your item doesn’t sell.
When somebody wants the item, he just takes it and puts either cash or an IOU for the amount in the bin on the table. Captains will pick up the cash and IOU’s from time to time. At the end of the meeting, your IOU’S will be tallied, and you should go up to the front desk to pay. Please don’t leave your items at the end of the meeting if they don’t sell. Either take them, discard them out back, give them away, or give them to kind people like the Webers or Myra Glassman who will donate them for you if they agree.
It would help if you would bring singles. Ole usually brings bags. 
So how did this White Elephant tradition come about?
Believe it or not, the White Elephant tradition dates back to the 1800s, when the King of Siam (modern day Thailand) would gift actual white elephants to people he didn’t like. The white elephant was considered sacred, so how was this a burn? Maybe because they weren’t allowed to be used for work, rendering them useless when it came to financial gain. And speaking of finances, caring for these large beasts were expensive as hell, so there wasn’t exactly a market for reselling them. Recipients had no choice but to politely thank the king before bringing their 6,000-pound pet back to their forever home.
NEW YEAR’S POT LUCK
Our meeting in January will be a New Year’s buffet. I will bring New Year theme décor and paper goods, and we ask all of you to bring something yummy for 10-12 people with serving utensils.. Cathy Loftfield always takes care of the
drinks which is lovely of her. [image: ]
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Diana, website genius, and I created our new website https://lasvegasorchidsociety.org/
If you don't get a newsletter or don't remember a meeting date, it is always there as well as lots of information.
Do click on it. There are 22 articles that might interest you.

Upcoming Events:
SOME DATES ARE DIFFERENT BECAUSE OF LIBRARY 
					AVAILABILITY
Sunday, January 11, 2026 Mark Romansky “Secrets to Potting an Orchid” White Elephant Sale

Sunday, February 8, 2026 Beth Davis “All About Cattleyas”

Sunday, March 22, 2026 Fred Clarke “The Fabulous Flower Fields” (every other Saturday and Sunday in March was taken- really) Note this is the third Sunday.

Saturday,April 18, 2026	 Cathy Loftfield “The Santa Barbara Orchid Show” All Sundays taken and most Saturdays, too

Somewhere between the end of April and the beginning of May, we will visit Calico Basin to see our native orchid Epipactis gigantea in bloom (depending on Mother Nature…)

Sunday, May 10, 2026 Beth DaviS “All About Dendrobium”

Sunday June 14, 2026 Mark Romansky 
“Where to Buy Orchids”
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