
 

 
 Estate Law Insider  August 2021  

  
Information and News from Dawn Richards Law 

INSIDE 

__ 

Why do you need an 

Estate Plan?  

Top reasons why people 

seek out an Estate 

Planning attorney 

__ 

Florida Specific Rules  

Find out if Florida will 

recognize and enforce 

your out of state 

documents.  

__ 

Life and Legacy Planning 

Sessions  

Get an understanding of 

what goes on in your first 

attorney meeting.   

  

  

Life and Legacy Planning Sessions  
By Dawn L Richards  

When you come prepared, having done the homework we give you in advance, we 

will spend two hours discussing the estate planning process, reviewing your assets, 

determining what your wishes are and assessing various estate plan packages.  Each 

package is designed to meet the needs of an individual or a couple, single or married, 

with or without children, young or old, regardless of the level of assets you have.   

We will discuss who will handle your estate following your death, what their role is, 

how your assets will be distributed, what benefits these assets are intended to provide 

to your heirs and the process that will be followed to achieve your goals.   You may 

decide you want a trust, will or another document or you may decide you are 

comfortable with no plan in place.   It’s a decision only you can make.  

This is an intense meeting where we review a list of assets, that you have compiled to 

identify opportunities to protect them from misuse, misappropriation, taxation, and 

forfeiture.  We will work together to figure out what is best for you, your future, your 

assets, and your family.   You will be more organized and informed than you have ever 

been, and you will be ready to face the future with peace of mind in knowing you have 

adequately planned.  
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Florida Specific Rules for 

Estates  
By Dawn L Richards  

Between April 2020 and April 2021, over 320,000 people 

relocated to Florida.   Many brought with them Estate Planning 

documents prepared by attorneys from other states, many still 

own properties in other states and many have named a Personal 

Representative who lives in another state.    The Florida statute 

provides information related to the recognition of foreign wills 

and trusts.  It states that Florida will recognize a will from 

another state if it is executed in compliance with the laws of that 

state, but some exceptions exist.  Make sure your estate plan is 

valid here before it is too late.    

If your Personal Representative is not a family member, in 

Florida, they must be a relative.   If they are not, they will not be 

recognized by the Florida court system.  If you will is not self-

proved with a notary and two witnesses signing in the presence 

of each other, the Florida court may still recognize your will but 

they will need to track down one of you witnesses which might 

be difficult if not impossible.   

It is important to speak with an attorney regarding your out of 

state plan to make sure that your will or trust will still be valid 

after your relocation.  An estate planner will be able to answer 

your questions and if necessary, draft a new set of documents to 

ensure that your wishes can be carried out after your death in 

the manner that you have directed.    

 Why do you need 

and Estate Plan?  
By Dawn L Richards  

I like to ask people why they sought 

out an Estate Planning attorney, 

especially considering all of the 

online products available for “do-it-

yourselfers”.  The most popular 

answer is to avoid conflict and 

litigation among family members 

over distribution of estate assets.  

Often families are close and cordial 

until money is on the table.  I’ve seen 

it happen. Everybody spends 

holidays together and goes on family 

vacations, then someone doesn’t 

inherit the old car they always 

admired, the antique table they 

bought for their grandmother or the 

engagement ring they have dreamed 

of wearing.  Meeting with an attorney 

is an opportunity for you to walk 

through what would happen if you 

died without a trust or will and to 

weigh the alternatives to various 

types of planning documents.   Do 

you know the difference between a 

will and a trust?  Do you think you 

don’t have enough assets to form a 

trust? Do you want your family 

members to attend court hearings?  

Do you have children that might 

benefit more from inheritance over 

time rather than in one lump 

payment? Have you considered all 

the decisions your loved ones will 

have to make after you die?  What will 

happen to your property if you are 

admitted to a nursing home?  These 

are just some questions that come up 

in our Life and Legacy Planning 

sessions.  The session is designed to 

ask the right questions so you can 

consider all of the options that are 

available to you.   

  



 


