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Preface 

For more than four decades, I have had the privilege of serving as a 

pastor, teacher, and guide to countless believers on their spiritual 

journey. Over these years, few books of the Bible have captivated 

my heart and mind as deeply as the Book of Hebrews. This 

remarkable epistle stands as a bridge between the Old and New 

Testaments, unveiling the grandeur of Christ’s fulfillment of the law 

and His role as the ultimate sacrifice for all who place their faith in 

Him. 

Hebrews is both profound and practical. It draws back the curtain to 

reveal the supremacy of Jesus, His priestly ministry, and His role as 

the mediator of a better covenant. Yet, for many believers, Hebrews 

remains an intimidating and often misunderstood book. Its rich 

theological truths and Old Testament references can feel daunting, 

leaving its transformative relevance untapped. This book, 

Understanding the Book of Hebrews Chapter by Chapter, is my 

humble effort to address that challenge. 

This work is not just an academic study; it is a labor of love. It is 

born out of countless sermons preached, classes taught, and personal 

reflections shared with believers longing to understand the abundant 

life Jesus came to give. My prayer is that this book will make 

Hebrews accessible and practical, helping readers grasp not only its 

profound theology but also its implications for daily living. 

Jesus declared, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to 

the full” (John 10:10). Hebrews provides the roadmap for 

understanding how this life was secured for us. It teaches us to walk 

in the freedom, faith, and rest that Jesus purchased through His death 

and resurrection. It also reminds us of the privilege and 
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responsibility we have as believers to live boldly and faithfully in 

the light of His finished work. 

As you read, my hope is that you will not only gain a clearer 

understanding of Hebrews but also experience a deeper revelation 

of Jesus Christ—His person, His work, and His unmatched love for 

you. This book is written to help you see the big picture of God’s 

redemptive plan and its relevance to your life today. It is my prayer 

that the truths explored in these pages will inspire you to embrace 

the abundant life Jesus offers and walk confidently in His grace. 

May this journey through Hebrews deepen your faith, strengthen 

your hope, and ignite a passion for the One who is “the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact representation of His being” (Hebrews 

1:3). Together, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of our faith, and live lives that bring glory to Him. 
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Introduction 

The Book of Hebrews stands as one of the most theologically 

profound and spiritually enriching books of the New Testament. It 

bridges the gap between the Old Covenant and the New, offering a 

sweeping portrait of how Jesus Christ fulfills every promise, every 

prophecy, and every shadow of the Old Testament. Understanding 

Hebrews is essential to grasping the richness of God’s redemptive 

plan, yet its depth and complexity have often made it a challenge for 

many readers. 

This book, Understanding the Book of Hebrews Chapter by Chapter, 

is written to help believers navigate the intricate themes of Hebrews, 

bringing its message into focus with clarity and relevance. Before 

we dive into the text, it is important to consider the historical, 

cultural, and theological context of this extraordinary epistle. 

Historical Background 

Hebrews was written during a time of growing tension and 

persecution for the early church. Many scholars place its 

composition between A.D. 60 and 70, shortly before the destruction 

of the Temple in Jerusalem. This timing is significant because much 

of the letter’s argument hinges on the continuity and fulfillment of 

the Jewish sacrificial system, a system that would soon cease to 

function. 

The early audience of Hebrews faced a crucial crossroads. Many 

were Jewish Christians who, under pressure from persecution and 

societal rejection, were tempted to revert to their old ways of 

worship under the Mosaic Law. Others wrestled with questions of 

faith: How could Jesus, as the Messiah, be the ultimate High Priest? 

How could His once-for-all sacrifice replace the centuries-old rituals 

of atonement? Hebrews was written to answer these questions, 
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encourage these believers, and exhort them to hold fast to their faith 

in Christ. 

Who Wrote Hebrews? 

The authorship of Hebrews has been the subject of much scholarly 

debate. The letter itself does not name its writer, leaving us to piece 

together clues from the text. Among the many theories, the Apostle 

Paul has been one of the most favored candidates, particularly in the 

early church. Paul’s profound understanding of both Jewish law and 

the gospel aligns well with the themes of Hebrews, as does his 

frequent concern for the Jewish-Christian audience. 

However, stylistic differences between Hebrews and Paul’s other 

letters have led some to suggest alternative authors, such as 

Barnabas, Apollos, or even Priscilla. Regardless of the author’s 

identity, the letter’s content bears the unmistakable imprint of divine 

inspiration. Its message resonates with the same authority as the rest 

of Scripture, declaring the sufficiency of Christ as the foundation of 

our faith. 

For the purposes of this study, we will emphasize the possibility of 

Paul as the author while acknowledging the uncertainty surrounding 

this question. What is clear is that the author was steeped in Jewish 

theology, deeply acquainted with the Old Testament, and fervently 

committed to exalting Christ as the fulfillment of God’s redemptive 

plan. 

The Intended Audience 

Hebrews was written to a specific group of believers—Jewish 

Christians who were likely living in or near Rome. These individuals 

were well-versed in the Hebrew Scriptures and the traditions of 

Judaism, making the author’s detailed references to the Old 

Testament both relevant and impactful. 
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The audience was under intense social and spiritual pressure. They 

faced persecution for their faith in Christ, and many were tempted 

to abandon the gospel and return to the practices of the Mosaic Law. 

Hebrews addresses this crisis directly, urging them to persevere in 

their faith and to see Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of the covenant 

promises given to their ancestors. 

While the original recipients were Jewish Christians, the truths of 

Hebrews are universal, offering every believer a deeper 

understanding of Christ’s work and an enduring hope for the future. 

The Purpose of Hebrews 

At its core, Hebrews is a book of encouragement and exhortation. It 

seeks to demonstrate the superiority of Jesus Christ over every 

element of the Old Covenant. From angels to Moses, from the 

priesthood to the sacrificial system, the author systematically argues 

that Jesus is better. He is the final Word of God, the great High Priest, 

and the mediator of a new and better covenant. 

Hebrews is also a call to action. It challenges believers to remain 

steadfast in their faith, warning against the dangers of drifting away 

from the gospel. It invites readers to approach God with confidence, 

knowing that through Jesus, we have full access to His throne of 

grace. 

Throughout the book, there is a constant tension between warning 

and encouragement. The author warns against complacency and 

apostasy while simultaneously offering hope, assurance, and an 

invitation to persevere. The ultimate goal is to inspire a life of faith, 

anchored in the person and work of Christ, and to prepare believers 

for the eternal rest that awaits those who remain faithful. 

Hebrews shows us that Jesus is the radiance of God's glory and the 

exact imprint of His nature. It presents Him as the fulfillment of the 
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Old Testament Law and Prophets, the mediator of a better covenant, 

and the one whose sacrifice once and for all opened the way to God. 

But Hebrews doesn’t stop there. It also invites us to embrace a faith 

that perseveres, a hope that anchors our souls, and a life empowered 

by the knowledge of Jesus' ongoing ministry in heaven. 

Why This Book Matters Today 

Hebrews may have been written for a specific audience in a specific 

historical context, but its message is timeless. In today’s world, 

believers face their own challenges—temptations to compromise, 

pressures to conform, and doubts about the relevance of their faith. 

Hebrews speaks directly to these struggles, reminding us that Jesus 

is enough. His sacrifice is sufficient, His promises are secure, and 

His presence is constant. 

As you journey through this book chapter by chapter, my hope is 

that you will come to see Hebrews not as a daunting theological 

puzzle but as a treasure chest of divine wisdom and encouragement. 

May it deepen your understanding of Jesus Christ, strengthen your 

faith in His finished work, and inspire you to live boldly and 

confidently in His grace. 

Let us move forward together, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and finisher of our faith, as we explore the powerful truths of 

Hebrews and discover their relevance to our lives today. 
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Chapter 1 
The Supremacy of Jesus Christ 

Introduction 

People often assess the value of a message based on the reputation 

or importance of the messenger. We naturally prefer that significant 

news comes from credible, authoritative sources. For example, if we 

hear about a major event, we’re likely to turn to a reputable news 

channel rather than, say, a wrestling entertainment network. 

Similarly, the early Jewish Christians valued messengers with divine 

credibility. Throughout Jewish history, angels played a crucial role 

in delivering God’s messages to His people. Many of these angelic 

appearances were manifestations of the preincarnate Christ, often 

referred to as the "angel of the Lord." For the Jewish people, this 

history solidified a deep respect for angels, viewing them as 

extraordinary beings who existed above the limitations of mortal 

life. Angels appeared in radiant light or profound dreams, wielded 

powers and knowledge beyond human capacity, and were untouched 

by the frailties of humanity, such as sickness or death. 

However, when the early church began teaching about the doctrines 

of Christ, some Jewish believers struggled with Jesus' role as a 

messenger. The issue stemmed from Jesus’ humanity. For many, His 

human form presented a dilemma: how could a message delivered 

by a man surpass the messages delivered by angels, who seemed far 

superior? Some concluded that Jesus, though significant—perhaps 

even the Messiah—could not outrank angels. 

So, in the opening chapter of Hebrews, the writer meticulously 

addressed this concern by pointing to Old Testament scriptures that 

declare Jesus as superior to angels. The evidence provided was 

compelling: 
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Verses 1-3: The Supremacy of Christ  

Hebrews opens with a stunning declaration of Christ’s preeminence 

in God’s plan. The writer contrasts the partial, varied revelations 

given to the fathers and prophets with the full and final revelation in 

Christ. God, who spoke in diverse ways in the past, now speaks 

through His Son. 

The progression of God’s revelation is like reading a novel one 

chapter at a time. Each chapter builds upon the previous one, leading 

to the climactic moment—Jesus Christ. The Old Testament foretold 

Him, and the New Testament fulfills Him. 

The writer emphasizes that Jesus is not just a messenger but the 

Creator Himself. John echoes this in his Gospel, calling Jesus "The 

Word" through whom all things were made (John 1:1-3). Hebrews 

further describes Christ as the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of His nature. In Jesus, the invisible Father becomes 

visible, bridging the gap between the spiritual and physical realms. 

Imagine reading a book chapter by chapter, eagerly anticipating the 

climax. The Old Testament is like those chapters, providing 

glimpses of God’s plan. Jesus is the final chapter where everything 

comes together. 

Jesus is not only the heir of creation but also the agent of creation. 

(v. 2) Everything exists through Him and for Him (Colossians 

1:16). This positions Jesus as the Alpha and Omega—the ultimate 

purpose of all things. 

The writer then shows how Jesus perfectly reflects God’s glory and 

essence. (v. 3) To see Jesus is to see the Father (John 14:9). He 

doesn’t merely resemble God; He is God in human form. 

Unlike Atlas, who mythologically carries the world on his back, 
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Jesus sustains the universe effortlessly through His powerful word. 

His divine authority ensures that creation remains in order. 

In a chaotic world, remember that Jesus holds everything together. 

Trust Him with your life, knowing that He sustains the universe with 

the same care He offers you. 

Verses 4–6: Jesus’ Supremacy Over Angels  

As explained earlier the Jews revered angels as powerful 

messengers of God, but the author emphasizes that Jesus is far 

greater. Angels are servants; Jesus is the Son. Angels worship; Jesus 

is worshiped. 

So, the writer goes to the Old Testament to with several references 

that provide support of Christ's superiority to angels. with references 

to the Old Testament. Quoting Psalm 2:7, the author highlights 

Jesus’ unique relationship with the Father. No angel has ever been 

called “Son” in this way. Jesus is not a created being but the eternal 

Son of God. 

In fact, Angels, exalted as they are, bow in worship before Jesus. 

This affirms His divine status, for only God is worthy of worship. 

(v.6)  

Think of a royal court. Angels are like servants who carry out the 

King’s commands, but Jesus is the Prince who sits on the throne. 

He commands their worship and ours. 

Avoid the temptation to elevate anything—spiritual beings, 

traditions, or personal experiences—above Jesus. Let your worship 

be directed to Him alone. 
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Verses 7–12: The Eternal Reign of the Son  

Angels are likened to natural forces—powerful yet transient. In 

contrast, Jesus is eternal and unchanging. Christ is the eternal 

Creator, while angels are created beings who serve as ministering 

spirits. 

Quoting Psalm 45:6–7, the author unequivocally refers to Jesus as 

God. His reign is characterized by righteousness, justice, and eternal 

authority. 

Earthly kings rise and fall, their legacies fading with time. In 

contrast, Jesus’ throne is everlasting. Imagine a candle compared to 

the sun—the former flickers and dies, while the latter burns 

continuously. Jesus is the sun, eternal and unshaken. 

Then the writer  quotes Psalm 102:25–27 to affirm Jesus as Creator. 

While creation will age and perish, Jesus remains the same. In a 

world where change is constant and instability is the norm, anchor 

your faith in the unchanging Christ. He is the same yesterday, today, 

and forever (Hebrews 13:8). 

Verses 13–14: Jesus Is Seated at God’s Right Hand  

The writer continues his argument of the superiority of Jesus over 

Angels continuing to use Old Testament references that provide 

support of Christ's superiority to angels.  Here in verse 13, he  quotes 

Psalm 110:1 to underscore Jesus’ exalted position. Sitting at God’s 

right hand signifies His completed work of redemption and supreme 

authority over all creation. His enemies, including sin, death, and 

Satan, will ultimately be subdued. 

Angels are servants sent to aid believers. While they play a 

significant role in God’s plan, their purpose is subordinate to 

Christ’s. 
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Think of angels as heavenly assistants working behind the scenes, 

while Jesus is the CEO orchestrating the entire operation. Angels 

minister, but Jesus reigns. 

Be encouraged that God’s heavenly agents are working on your 

behalf, but let your primary focus remain on Jesus, who directs and 

empowers all things for your salvation. 

Summary 

Hebrews 1 paints a breathtaking portrait of Jesus Christ: the radiance 

of God’s glory, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, the eternal 

King, and the One seated in victory at God’s right hand. This chapter 

challenges us to see Jesus for who He truly is and respond with 

reverence, faith, and obedience. 

Key Takeaways for Today: 

1. Stay Anchored in Jesus: He is the ultimate revelation of 

God. Let His Word be the foundation of your faith. 

2. Worship the Supreme Christ: Recognize His superiority 

over all things and give Him the honor He deserves. 

3. Find Comfort in His Sovereignty: In a world that is ever-

changing, rest in the eternal, unchanging nature of Jesus. 

Creation is wearing out due to the curse pronounced in Genesis 3, 

which affects all that came from the earth, including humanity. This 

decay, reflected in the 2nd Law of Thermodynamics, reminds us of 

life’s fragility and the need for redemption. 

Yet in contrast to a dying creation, we have an eternal Messiah 

who: 

• Conquered sin and death. 
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• Guides creation toward its ultimate renewal. 

• Will reign until every enemy of God is defeated. 

Christ, the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer, stands above all 

things, including angels. His name is the highest, and His authority 

is unparalleled. He bore the curse of creation for our sins, rose in 

victory, and now leads all things to their appointed end. 

This is the Messiah we worship, the One in whom we trust for 

salvation—greater than any angel, messenger, or created being. 

Only in Him can we find eternal hope and redemption. Like the 

opening movement of a symphony, Hebrews 1 sets the tone for the 

entire book. It calls us to gaze upon the splendor of Christ and 

worship Him with our whole hearts. Let this chapter draw you 

deeper into the awe and wonder of who Jesus is. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Who is the author of Hebrews?  

Who was it written to? 

In what different ways has God chosen to communicate to people?  

How does God primarily speak to us today?  

What impact should it have on our lives knowing that Jesus 

actually upholds everything by His power? 

Where is He now and what is He doing there? 

What does it mean that He has “become” better than the angels?  
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CHAPTER TWO 
A Warning Against Neglecting Salvation 

Introduction 

Hebrews 2 builds on the foundational truths established in chapter 

1, where the author emphasizes Christ’s superiority over angels. 

However, chapter 2 adds a surprising and awe-inspiring twist: the 

exalted Son of God humbled Himself to become human, suffering 

and dying to bring salvation to humanity.  

This chapter seamlessly intertwines deep theology, practical 

exhortation, and pastoral care to strengthen the faith of believers. 

Let’s explore its profound truths with detailed explanations, 

illustrations, and applications. 

Verses 1–4: Pay Close Attention to the Message  

The chapter begins with an urgent exhortation: believers must 

remain steadfast in their faith and not neglect the gospel. The word 

“drift” evokes the image of a ship slowly being carried off course by 

currents. The danger isn’t sudden rebellion but gradual neglect. 

Imagine a small boat anchored near the shore. If the anchor isn’t 

secure, the boat might seem fine at first but slowly drifts into open 

waters. Similarly, neglecting God’s Word and allowing distractions 

can cause us to drift spiritually. 

Are you anchored in God’s Word, or are you drifting? Take time to 

evaluate how consistently you are engaging with Scripture and 

living out its truths. 

The author emphasizes the gravity of neglecting the gospel, which 

was declared by Jesus, confirmed by eyewitnesses, and attested by 

signs and wonders. (v. 3) Salvation isn’t something to be taken 

lightly; it’s a divine gift that demands our full attention. 
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Consider the cost of your salvation—Jesus’ suffering and death. 

Let this truth stir gratitude and a renewed commitment to your 

faith. 

Verses 5–9: The Role of Humanity in God’s Plan  

Quoting Psalm 8, the author reflects on the dignity of humanity in 

God’s creation. Though humans are currently “a little lower than the 

angels,” God has given them a high calling: to rule over creation. 

However, because of sin, humanity has fallen short of this destiny. 

“But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 

angels, namely Jesus” (v. 9). 

Jesus, the Son of God, took on human nature to restore what 

humanity had lost. By becoming “lower than the angels” and 

suffering death, He tasted death for everyone, making salvation 

possible. 

Think of a king who steps down from his throne, disguises himself 

as a servant, and endures hardship to rescue his people. This is what 

Jesus did for us, leaving His heavenly glory to save humanity. 

Reflect on the humility of Jesus. How does His willingness to 

become human challenge you to live selflessly and sacrificially? 

Verses 10–13: Jesus, the Perfect Savior  

The writer introduces a remarkable truth: Jesus, though sinless, was 

made “perfect” through suffering. Here, “perfect” doesn’t imply 

moral improvement but completeness in fulfilling His role as our 

Savior. By experiencing human suffering, Jesus became the ultimate 

High Priest who fully identifies with our struggles. 

Imagine a doctor who treats a disease after experiencing it firsthand. 

Their personal experience gives them unique compassion and 
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understanding. Similarly, Jesus’ suffering enables Him to be our 

compassionate Savior. 

Through His suffering, Jesus not only saves us but also brings us 

into His family. (v. 11) He stands with us, unashamed to call us His 

brothers and sisters. 

How often do you view Jesus as a brother who understands your 

pain? Let this truth encourage you to approach Him boldly in prayer, 

knowing He empathizes with your struggles. 

Verses 14–15: Defeating Death and the Devil  

In His death, Jesus disarmed Satan, who wielded the power of death 

to enslave humanity through fear. By rising from the dead, Jesus 

broke the chains of fear and gave believers the hope of eternal life. 

Picture a warrior entering enemy territory to defeat a tyrant and set 

captives free. Jesus is that warrior, and His victory over death has 

liberated us from bondage. 

The fear of death often controls human behavior, but Jesus’ 

resurrection transforms our perspective. (v. 15) Death is no longer 

the end but the doorway to eternal life. 

Are you living in the freedom Christ provides, or are you still bound 

by fear? Let His victory over death fill you with hope and courage. 

Verses 16–18: Jesus, the Merciful High Priest  

Jesus’ incarnation wasn’t superficial—He fully embraced humanity, 

experiencing hunger, fatigue, temptation, and sorrow. This qualifies 

Him to be our merciful and faithful High Priest, interceding for us 

before God. 
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Jesus didn’t just sympathize with human weakness; He experienced 

it firsthand. (v. 18) This means He understands our struggles and 

provides the strength we need to overcome temptation. 

Imagine confiding in someone who has walked the same path you’re 

on. Their empathy and wisdom bring comfort. Jesus, having faced 

every form of temptation, offers us far more than sympathy—He 

offers victory. 

When you’re tempted or struggling, remember that Jesus is not 

distant or disinterested. Call on Him, knowing He stands ready to 

help. 

Summary 

Hebrews 2 is a profound reminder of both the majesty and humility 

of Jesus. He is the exalted Son of God who became one of us, 

suffered for us, and triumphed over death and the devil to bring us 

salvation. This chapter challenges us to hold fast to the gospel, 

marvel at Jesus’ sacrificial love, and live in the freedom He secured. 

Key Takeaways for Today: 

1. Pay close attention to your faith and avoid spiritual drift. 

2. Embrace the humility of Christ as a model for your own 

life. 

3. Celebrate your identity as a child of God and a sibling of 

Jesus. 

4. Live boldly, knowing death has been defeated. 

5. Trust Jesus as your merciful and compassionate High 

Priest. 
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As we reflect on these truths, let us respond with gratitude, 

perseverance, and unwavering faith, running the race set before us 

with our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

In what ways can a Christian “neglect” his or her salvation? 

From what are we warned to escape? 

Who has been given dominion over the world to come? 

Who has been crowned with glory and honor by the Lord God? 

Who has been given dominion over the works of God’s hands? 

How was Christ made perfect? 

Why was it necessary for Christ to become flesh and blood? 

Why did Christ come to earth as a man? 

How did Jesus make “reconciliation for the sins of the people”? 
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CHAPTER 3 
Superior to Moses 

Introduction 

The writer of Hebrews has just presented a compelling argument 

affirming Christ’s superiority over all previous revelations. He 

begins by establishing that Christ is a greater messenger than any 

who came before, delivering a message of unparalleled significance. 

Despite His appearance as a man, Christ’s superiority remains 

undiminished. In fact, His incarnation highlights His obedience to 

the Father and His role as the pioneer of our salvation. To free 

humanity from death and slavery to the devil, Jesus took on flesh 

and blood, standing in our place and bearing the death we deserved. 

Furthermore, Christ’s humanity enabled Him to become a merciful 

and faithful High Priest. By experiencing human temptation 

firsthand, He gained an intimate understanding of our struggles, 

allowing Him to intercede effectively on our behalf before the 

Father. Having established these truths, the writer transitions from 

discussing angels to addressing the audience’s understanding of 

Christ in comparison to Moses. 

Verses 1–3: Considering Jesus 

As Chapter 3 opens, the writer’s primary concern is evident. He 

worries that some in the Jewish church fail to fully grasp or 

appreciate the person and work of Jesus. Reports of believers 

returning to the Law, sacrificing in the temple, and elevating the Old 

Covenant above the New Covenant reveal this issue. Some were 

living as if the Messiah had never come. 

In the first two chapters, the writer addressed their reverence for 

angels and issued a warning about neglecting the message of 

salvation through Christ. Now, in Chapters 3 and 4, he urges his 



24 
 

audience to focus on Jesus as the Apostle and High Priest of their 

faith. 

The chapter begins with an appeal to “holy brethren” who are 

“partakers of a heavenly calling.” While this term primarily refers 

to believers, it also applies broadly to Jewish brethren, whether they 

recognized Jesus as Lord or not. Therefore, the writer’s audience 

includes both believers and those still uncertain about Christ’s 

identity. 

He implores them to “consider” Jesus, using the Greek word 

katanoeo, meaning “to look very closely.” As they examine Jesus, 

the writer introduces a pivotal comparison: Jesus and Moses. Both 

were faithful to the Father, yet their roles were fundamentally 

different. Moses was faithful as a servant in God’s house, a 

metaphor for the family of Israel. He served as an intercessor and 

delivered God’s Word to the people. However, in verse 3, the writer 

declares that Jesus is worthy of greater glory than Moses. 

Jesus Is Greater Than Moses 

For the Jewish audience, claiming that someone is greater than 

Moses was astonishing. Moses was the revered deliverer of Israel, 

the lawgiver, and the mediator of the Old Covenant. To suggest that 

Jesus surpassed Moses in glory was provocative. Yet the writer 

supports this claim by emphasizing that Jesus is not merely a servant 

in God’s house; He is the builder of the house. 

Moses served faithfully, but he was a steward of the house—a role 

assigned by God. Jesus, on the other hand, is the one who built the 

house, making Him worthy of greater honor. The writer’s logic is 

clear: God called Israel, formed them into a nation, and appointed 

Moses to serve over them. However, Jesus is God in the flesh, the 

very one who gave Moses the Law and guided Israel through the 

wilderness. By identifying Jesus as the builder, the writer 

unmistakably declares His divinity. 
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This progression prepares the audience for the Gospel message. The 

writer wants them to see Jesus in a new and transformative light. His 

concern is not only for believing Jews but also for those who failed 

to recognize Christ correctly at first. 

Verses 4–6: The Faithful Son 

The writer continues by comparing the roles of Moses and Jesus, 

illustrating a “lesser-to-greater” relationship. Moses’ life 

foreshadowed the work of Christ. His faithfulness in God’s house 

testified to what was yet to come. Jesus fulfilled that picture as the 

faithful Son over God’s house. While Moses tended to the physical 

house of Israel, Jesus oversees the spiritual house—the family of 

God, comprising all who trust in Him. 

In verses 5 and 6, the writer identifies believers as the “house” Jesus 

guards faithfully. Yet, he introduces a conditional statement: “if we 

hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the 

end.” This phrase underscores the importance of perseverance in 

faith. 

Holding Fast to Confidence and Hope 

The confidence the writer refers to is our assurance that Christ’s 

sacrifice fully paid for our sins. This confidence leads believers to 

abandon other means of salvation, such as works, rituals, or human 

philosophies, and trust solely in Christ. Our hope, on the other hand, 

is the expectation of resurrection. Christians do not fear death 

because they trust in Jesus’ promise of eternal life. 

The biblical concept of hope differs from the common usage of the 

term. While we often associate hope with uncertainty, Scripture uses 

it as an expectation of a guaranteed future. The Greek word elpis 

conveys certainty based on God’s promises. For believers, hope is 

not wishful thinking but absolute confidence in the resurrection and 

eternal life. 
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To remain in God’s house, believers must hold fast to this 

confidence and hope. Saving faith is marked by unwavering 

conviction in the sufficiency of Christ’s work and the certainty of 

resurrection. Such faith is not the result of human reasoning but the 

Spirit’s revelation. As Jesus told Peter, “Flesh and blood did not 

reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 

16:17). 

If someone claims to believe in Christ but later turns to other means 

of righteousness or abandons the hope of resurrection, it reveals a 

lack of true understanding. Genuine saving faith endures because it 

is rooted in the Spirit’s work, not human effort. 

Verses 7 – 11: Lessons from Psalm 95 

In Hebrews 3:7-11, the writer draws from Psalm 95, retelling a 

pivotal story found in Numbers 13 and 14. This reference serves as 

a powerful reminder, recounting the rebellion of Israel in the 

desert—a sad chapter in their history. The psalmist recalls how that 

generation tested the Lord’s patience ten times during their 

wilderness journey. Despite witnessing God’s miraculous works, the 

Israelites repeatedly doubted His faithfulness and goodness. 

They accused God of bringing them into the desert only to die of 

thirst or hunger. They complained about the manna, worshipped a 

golden calf, and rebelled against Moses’ leadership. Time and again, 

they tested God’s patience, almost daring Him to act against them. 

Finally, when they reached the brink of entering the Promised Land, 

their disbelief culminated in rebellion. They rejected the good 

reports of Joshua and Caleb, choosing instead to believe the lies of 

the other spies. In essence, they sided with the father of lies over the 

Father of lights. 

This was the breaking point. Numbers 14:11-23 records Moses’ plea 

with the Lord regarding Israel’s rebellion and God’s judgment that 
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this generation would not enter the Promised Land. The Lord’s 

disgust with their mistrust and disobedience is evident. Psalm 95 

captures this moment and serves as a warning, not only to Israel but 

also to the early church and to believers today. 

A Call to Respond Rightly 

Psalm 95 admonishes readers: “If you hear the Lord’s voice today, 

respond in the right way. Don’t harden your hearts.” This was a 

direct reference to the generation that wandered in the desert. They 

heard God’s voice physically, witnessed His wonders, and saw His 

presence in smoke and cloud. Yet, their hearts remained hardened, 

unreceptive to His word. They consistently demonstrated a lack of 

faith, going astray in their hearts. The Hebrew word for “astray,” 

taah, means “deceived” or “seduced.” They were led astray by the 

enemy’s lies, failing to truly know God’s ways or have a saving 

knowledge of Him. 

The psalmist points out that despite experiencing incredible displays 

of God’s power, their hearts did not change. God’s loathing of that 

generation was not a casual emotion; it was an intense feeling of 

disgust and rejection. Numbers 14:11 underscores this when God 

asks, “How long will this generation not believe in me?” Their 

superficial faith revealed their lack of true trust in the God who 

rescued them. 

Verses 12 – 15: Lessons for the Church 

The writer of Hebrews uses this story to warn the church. He saw 

parallels between the Israelites’ superficial relationship with Moses 

and the way some in the church were following Christ. The Israelites 

viewed Moses merely as an earthly deliverer, someone who 

provided escape from Egypt and promised an easy life in the 
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Promised Land. They failed to see him as the intercessor who 

delivered a covenant binding them to the Lord. 

Similarly, some early Christians might have been following Christ 

for earthly benefits rather than for spiritual transformation. They 

hoped Christ would provide prosperity or protection but lacked true 

faith in His promises. The writer emphasizes that if Israel faced 

condemnation for their lack of faith in Moses, the consequences 

would be far greater for those who fail to demonstrate faith in Christ, 

the builder of God’s house. 

The Danger of Superficial Faith 

The writer’s concern was that some in the church had joined the 

body of Christ in an illegitimate way. They were affiliated with the 

church but lacked a personal relationship with Christ. Such 

individuals were susceptible to falling away, just as the Israelites 

grumbled and rebelled at the first sign of difficulty. Their faith was 

superficial, and their actions revealed their lack of true commitment. 

The writer warns that persecution or trials would expose these false 

believers. Just as the Israelites faltered when faced with hunger, 

thirst, or enemies, so too would those without genuine faith fall 

away when Christianity no longer provided tangible benefits. False 

teachers promising prosperity and happiness would soon find their 

congregations empty when following Christ brought hardship 

instead of comfort. 

A Call to Action for Believers 

While the warning is directed at false confessors, the responsibility 

to address the issue lies with true believers. Hebrews 3:12-13 urges 

believers to “take care that there would be no posers among them” 

and to encourage one another daily. This call to action highlights the 

communal responsibility of the church to foster genuine faith. 
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The word “today” in Psalm 95 refers to the window of opportunity 

for responding to God’s call. Believers are urged to encourage others 

to respond while there is still time. This encouragement goes beyond 

mere words; it involves actively pointing others toward the truth of 

the gospel. 

False Confessors and True Believers 

The writer distinguishes between true believers and false confessors. 

The consequences for unbelievers—eternal separation from God—

are far graver than the consequences of disobedience for believers. 

While a believer may experience discipline for sin, their salvation 

remains secure. In contrast, false confessors are in danger of 

ultimate judgment. 

Hebrews 3:14 emphasizes the need for perseverance: “We have 

become partakers of Christ if we hold fast our assurance firm until 

the end.” This perseverance is a mark of genuine faith. True 

believers remain steadfast, even in the face of trials, while false 

confessors fall away when their faith is tested. 

Verses 16 – 19 – The Consequences 

Hebrews 3:16–19 serves as both a warning and an invitation. It 

warns against the dangers of unbelief, reminding us of the tragic 

consequences experienced by the Israelites. At the same time, it 

invites us to enter God’s rest through faith in Christ. These verses 

challenge us to reflect on the depth of our trust in God and to respond 

with wholehearted obedience. As we heed this message, we are 

reminded of the truth that faith is not just believing in God’s 

existence but trusting in His promises and living in light of His word. 

Hebrews 3:16 reminds us that although the Israelites had been 

delivered from Egypt, many still rebelled against God. Verse 17 goes 

on to reveal God’s response to their rebellion: He was angry with 
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that generation, and their disobedience led to their exclusion from 

the Promised Land. Verse 18 declares that the rest God promised—

symbolized by the land of Canaan—was withheld because of their 

disobedience. Finally, verse 19 succinctly states the root cause: their 

lack of faith. 

Application for Today 

The message of Hebrews 3:16–19 is as relevant now as it was for 

the early church. Like the Israelites, believers today can be tempted 

to doubt God’s faithfulness, especially in times of hardship. These 

verses challenge us to examine the state of our hearts and ensure that 

we are not falling into patterns of rebellion or unbelief. 

1. Guard Against Hardened Hearts 

Just as the Israelites allowed their hearts to harden despite 

God’s revelation, we too must remain vigilant against the 

deceitfulness of sin. This requires daily repentance, regular 

engagement with Scripture, and encouragement from the 

Christian community (Hebrews 3:13). 

2. Faith as the Path to Rest 

The rest God promises is available to all who trust in 

Christ. However, entering that rest requires perseverance in 

faith. As Hebrews 11:6 states, "Without faith it is 

impossible to please Him." Faith is not passive; it is an 

active reliance on God’s promises and a commitment to 

live in obedience to His will. 

3. The Danger of Superficial Belief 

The Israelites were physically delivered from Egypt, but 

many lacked true spiritual transformation. This serves as a 

warning for those who profess faith outwardly but lack 

genuine trust in Christ. The writer of Hebrews calls for 
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self-examination to ensure that our faith is rooted in a 

personal relationship with God, not mere association with 

religious practices. 

Summary 

The writer of Hebrews challenges his audience to look closely at 

Jesus, recognizing Him as greater than Moses and fully sufficient 

as the Apostle and High Priest of their faith. By illustrating Jesus’ 

superiority, the writer calls for a deeper appreciation of His work 

and a steadfast commitment to the confidence and hope found in 

Him. For believers, this chapter is a reminder to hold fast to their 

faith, anchored in the unshakable promises of God. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What is our “heavenly calling”? 

In what ways did Christ demonstrate His faithfulness to God the 

Father? 

Why is Christ “counted worthy of more glory than Moses”? 

Whose voice are we to be hearing today? 

 Why was God grieved with Israel? 

 What is the “rest” of God? 

Of what condition must we as Christians beware? 

What must we do in order to be a partaker of Christ? 

With whom was God grieved forty years? 

To whom did God swear that they should not enter His rest? 
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CHAPTER 4 
Entering God’s Rest 

Introduction 

Hebrews 4 is a continuation of the themes introduced in Hebrews 3, 

with a primary focus on the concept of rest. This chapter draws from 

the Old Testament narratives, particularly the failure of the Israelites 

to enter the Promised Land and extends the idea to a deeper spiritual 

rest available through faith in Christ. It is both a warning against 

unbelief and an invitation to embrace God’s promise of eternal rest. 

Let us walk through this chapter and explore its theological depth, 

practical application, and enduring relevance. 

Verses 1–2: The Promise of Rest Still Stands  

The chapter begins with a note of urgency and hope. The promise of 

rest is not confined to the past—it remains open for those who 

respond in faith. The rest spoken of here is not merely physical rest, 

as with the Israelites in the wilderness, but a spiritual and eternal rest 

found in God. 

The warning to “fear” is not about living in anxiety but about taking 

God’s promise seriously. Faith and unbelief are contrasted again: 

while the Israelites heard God’s message, it did not benefit them 

because it was not united with faith. 

Think of a ship that hears a storm warning but refuses to adjust its 

course. The message is clear, but without action, it results in disaster. 

Similarly, hearing God’s Word without faith leads to spiritual 

shipwreck. 

Do we merely listen to sermons and read Scripture, or do we respond 

with faith and obedience? The promise of rest remains, but it 

requires an active response. 
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Verses 3–7: The Nature of God’s Rest  

The writer expands the idea of rest by pointing to God’s rest on the 

seventh day of creation (Genesis 2:2). God’s rest was not due to 

weariness but a completion of His creative work. It symbolizes 

perfect satisfaction and harmony. 

The failure of the Israelites to enter rest is juxtaposed with this 

divine rest, indicating that unbelief shuts people out from God’s 

ultimate purpose for them. Yet, the invitation remains: “Today, if 

you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts” (v. 7). 

Imagine a completed masterpiece—a painting where every stroke is 

perfect. The artist steps back and rests, not because of exhaustion 

but because the work is complete. This is the kind of rest God 

offers—a rest in the finished work of Christ. 

God’s rest is not about inactivity but about living in the fullness of 

His provision and grace. Are we striving to achieve on our own, or 

are we resting in what Christ has already done? 

Verses 8–11: The Rest That Remains  

Joshua led the Israelites into Canaan, but this was not the ultimate 

rest God intended. The Promised Land was a shadow of the deeper 

rest available through Christ. The writer makes it clear that God’s 

promise of rest is not tied to a specific time or place but is an 

enduring invitation. 

Verse 10 declares, “Whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested 

from his works as God did from his.” This echoes the gospel’s 

message: salvation is not earned but received. Just as God ceased 

from His work, believers are called to cease striving for salvation 

and rest in Christ’s finished work. 
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Think about a marathon runner who crosses the finish line and 

collapses into a chair. The race is over, and nothing more can be 

done. This is the kind of rest offered in Jesus—a ceasing from 

human effort and entering God’s peace. 

Are you still running, trying to prove yourself to God or earn His 

favor? True rest comes when we trust fully in Christ’s work on the 

cross. 

Verse 11: Strive to Enter That Rest  

The paradox of striving to rest captures the essence of Christian 

discipleship. While salvation is a gift, believers are called to be 

diligent in their faith journey, resisting sin and unbelief. The striving 

here is not about earning rest but about persevering in faith to 

experience its fullness.  This is huge!  It is absolutely imperative that 

follower of Christ we understand this conundrum.  Other wise we 

will miss the power of God’s grace. It is the tension between 

legalism and cheap grace. 

Think of a plane that has reached cruising altitude. The hard work 

of ascending is done, but the pilot remains vigilant to ensure the 

flight stays on course. Similarly, entering God’s rest requires 

attentiveness and perseverance in faith. 

Perseverance is key to the Christian life. Are you growing in faith 

and obedience, or are you drifting into spiritual complacency? 

Verses 12–13: The Power of God’s Word  

The writer shifts focus to the role of Scripture in exposing the heart. 

God’s Word is not static; it is alive, penetrating deep into our 

thoughts and intentions. It discerns what is genuine and what is not, 

leaving no room for hypocrisy. 
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Of all the words ever spoken, only “the word of God is alive and 

powerful”.  The writer of Hebrews tells us the Word of God is more 

powerful that a “two-edged sword”.  That may not mean much to us 

today, but the two-edged sword was the most powerful weapon of 

its day.  It is what allowed the Roman Empire to conqueror all of its 

enemies.  If that verse were written today, it probably would say 

“more powerful than a nuclear weapon”. 

The Word of God is powerful.  It is the only offensive weapon listed 

in the amour of God in Ephesians 6. The Word of God is eternal. 

The prophet Isaiah proclaims, “The grass withers and the flowers 

fall, but the word of our God endures forever” (Isaiah 40:8). In this 

ever-changing world, this is good news! We need the unchanging 

Word of God. It’s a sure thing, steadfast, true and dependable. We 

can trust and live by it for it will never pass away. 

The Word of God can change things, it brings salvation, deliverance, 

healing, and faith. In a world of changing values, conditions, and 

relationships, you can place your full weight on the Scriptures, 

confident they will hold up—and hold you up too! Furthermore, it 

will “make wise the simple”—the ignorant and immature. It will 

produce in you wisdom far beyond what’s available through study 

and education. (3) “The precepts of the Lord are right” (v. 8 NIV). 

God’s precepts are accurate, correct, and virtuous. And we are called 

to “add to [our] faith virtue” (2Pe 1:5) or moral excellence. This 

cannot be accomplished through willpower, but through God’s 

supernatural word-power. 

Verse 13 reminds us of God’s omniscience: “No creature is hidden 

from his sight.” This underscores the seriousness of responding to 

God’s call to rest. 
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Imagine a surgeon’s scalpel, precise and unyielding, cutting away 

what is harmful to bring healing. God’s Word operates in a similar 

way, exposing sin and unbelief so that we may be transformed. 

A question to ponder. Do we approach Scripture with openness, 

allowing it to convict and change us? God’s Word is a tool for both 

comfort and correction. 

Verses 14–16: Jesus, Our Great High Priest  

The chapter concludes with an encouragement rooted in Christ’s 

priestly role. Unlike the Levitical priests who served in earthly 

tabernacles, Jesus has ascended to heaven and intercedes for us. 

Verse 15 offers one of the most comforting truths in Scripture: “For 

we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses.” Jesus knows what it means to be human, to face 

temptation, and to suffer. Yet, He remained sinless, making Him the 

perfect mediator. 

The invitation to “draw near to the throne of grace” (v. 16) is a call 

to boldness. Because of Jesus, we can approach God with 

confidence, receiving mercy and grace in our time of need. 

The writer of Hebrews implores us to come boldly to the throne of 

God’s grace.  Why it is there we have access to more of God’s grace 

and mercy. We never have to be afraid of God. We should have 

reverential fear, meaning that we have a respectful awe, of Him. But 

God does not want us to lack confidence when we come to Him.  

God’s grace is His ability and power working in us and for us.  

Obviously, there is grace for salvation.  We are saved by grace 

through faith – Ephesians 2:8, but God has more grace for as 

believers.  Grace to stand and grace to serve.   Go boldly into His 

presence and receive more grace for your life as a believer.  Not only 
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is grace available, but His mercy.  When we fall short,  and sin God’s 

mercy is always available for our forgiveness.  His mercy never runs 

out.  It is new every morning. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

Grace is unmerited favor.  We receive what we don’t deserve. Mercy 

is not receiving what we do deserve – God’s wrath. 

Picture a child running into their parent’s arms after a fall, unafraid 

and seeking comfort. This is the kind of access we have to God 

through Christ. 

Are you carrying burdens alone, or are you approaching God’s 

throne with confidence? Jesus invites us to bring our needs to Him, 

assured of His compassion and help. 

Summary 

Hebrews 4 is a masterpiece of theological depth and practical 

application. It invites us to reflect on the concept of rest—not as 

mere cessation from activity but as a deep, abiding trust in God’s 

provision through Christ. 

The chapter challenges us to: 

1. Believe God’s promises and avoid the pitfalls of unbelief. 

2. Rest in Christ’s finished work, ceasing from self-reliance. 

3. Allow Scripture to penetrate our hearts, leading us to 

transformation. 

4. Draw near to God with confidence, knowing Jesus 

intercedes for us. 

Ultimately, the rest spoken of in Hebrews 4 is not just for the future; 

it is a present reality for those who place their faith in Jesus. This 

rest is peace amidst life’s storms, assurance of salvation, and hope 

for eternity. Today, if you hear His voice, will you enter His rest? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What is the “rest” of God? 

In what way can a believer in Christ come short of the rest of God? 

Into what is the believer in Christ striving to enter? 

Why does the believer have to “labor” (exercise diligence) in order 

to enter the rest of God? 

Why does the Word of God penetrate and divide every part of our 

personality, including our bones? Why does it judge the thoughts 

and attitudes of our heart? 

 What “profession” (confession) are we to hold fast? 

Where is our “great high priest”? 

In what manner are we to approach the throne of the almighty God, 

the throne of grace? 

What two Divine gifts are we in need of continually, because of 

our weakness? 

What is grace? 

What is mercy? 
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Chapter 5 
The Melchizedekian Priesthood 

Introduction 

Hebrews chapter 5 is a profound passage that delves into the priestly 

role of Jesus Christ, contrasting His eternal priesthood with the 

temporary and imperfect priesthood of the Old Testament. It also 

contains a sobering challenge to grow in spiritual maturity. By 

examining this chapter closely, we can uncover deep theological 

truths and practical applications for our lives today. 

The writer shines a spotlight on Jesus as our High Priest, a theme 

the writer transitions into at the close of Hebrews 4. Remember 

those closing verses? They introduced Jesus as One who 

sympathizes with our weaknesses and intercedes for us, always near 

the Father. 

The writer is preparing us for a profound and intricate discussion on 

Jesus' High Priesthood, a topic that spans from Chapter 5 through 

Chapter 7. At this point, you might think, “Why does this matter to 

me?” After all, most of us have never lived under the Law of Moses 

or relied on an earthly high priest. 

But here’s the thing: this isn’t just about ancient rituals. The truths 

revealed in these chapters will revolutionize how you see Jesus, 

going all the way back to the Garden of Eden. The depth of this 

revelation is so profound that even the original audience of Hebrews 

struggled to grasp it. By the end of Chapter 5, the writer pauses to 

issue a warning—found in Chapter 6—chastising his readers for not 

being ready for such weighty truths. 

So, let’s embark on this journey through Hebrews 5, discovering 

Jesus’ qualifications as our ultimate High Priest. 
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Verses 1–4: Qualifications of a High Priest 

The chapter begins by outlining the qualifications for a high priest. 

The role of the high priest in Israel wasn’t just ceremonial; it was 

pivotal. In Hebrew, the word kohen means “chief servant of God.” 

The high priest represented humanity before God and God’s 

holiness to humanity. 

1. Chosen from Among Men 

A high priest had to be human, just like the people he 

represented. Why? Because only someone who shares our 

nature can truly intercede for us. Think about it—an Olympic 

athlete must be from their country; a state representative must 

live in their state. Likewise, a priest must be a human being. 

2. Appointed by God 

No one could declare themselves a high priest. They were 

chosen by God, just as Aaron was under the Mosaic Covenant. 

This divine appointment ensured that the high priest operated 

under God’s authority, not man’s ambition. 

3. Offering Sacrifices 

The high priest’s central duty was to offer sacrifices for the 

people’s sins. Worship under the Law was impossible without 

this intercession. The high priest took the blood of the sacrifice 

into the Holy of Holies, acting as the bridge between sinful 

humanity and a holy God. 

4. Compassionate Understanding 

The high priest had his own weaknesses, which made him 

compassionate toward others. He knew what it was like to 

struggle and sin, as he had to offer sacrifices for himself before 

he could represent the people. 
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Think of a counselor who has personally faced the same challenges 

as their clients. Their empathy and understanding stem from shared 

experiences, making their guidance more meaningful. In a similar 

way, the high priest's humanity enabled him to connect with those 

he served. 

We are reminded that leaders, whether in ministry or daily life, must 

be empathetic and recognize their dependence on God's grace. The 

model of priesthood shows us the importance of humility and a 

servant’s heart. 

Verses 5–10: Jesus as Our Superior High Priest 

Jesus did not assume the role of high priest on His own; He was 

appointed by God. The author quotes Psalms 2:7 and 110:4 to affirm 

that Jesus is both the Son of God and a priest forever in the order of 

Melchizedek, a mysterious figure from Genesis who symbolized a 

priesthood that transcended the Levitical system. 

Jesus wasn’t a priest in the order of Aaron but in the order of 

Melchizedek, a mysterious figure from Genesis. This distinction 

matters because Melchizedek’s priesthood predated and surpassed 

the Levitical system. Jesus inherited this eternal priesthood, making 

Him our High Priest forever. 

Jesus’ qualification wasn’t just about His lineage or appointment. It 

was also about His life. Verse 7 highlights His prayers and 

supplications, particularly in Gethsemane and on the cross. Jesus 

learned obedience through suffering—not that He needed to 

improve, but through His human experience, He fully identified 

with our struggles. 

Unlike the high priests under the Law, who had to offer sacrifices 

repeatedly, Jesus offered Himself once for all. His sacrifice secured 
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eternal salvation for those who obey Him. His priesthood is 

unmatched, unending, and completely sufficient. 

Imagine an athlete training for a grueling competition. Each painful 

step in their preparation strengthens their resolve and equips them 

to persevere. Similarly, Jesus’ suffering prepared Him to become the 

perfect Savior. 

Jesus’ priesthood reassures us that He fully understands our 

struggles and intercedes for us continually. We can confidently 

approach Him, knowing that He has walked where we walk and 

triumphed where we fail. 

Lessons for Today 

While we no longer rely on earthly priests, the role of representing 

God to the world still exists. Under the New Covenant, every 

believer is part of the royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). 

1. The Church as a Priesthood 

We are called to represent God to the world and bring the 

world to God. This means living lives that reflect His holiness, 

compassion, and truth. 

2. Leadership in the Church 

While pastors and leaders aren’t priests in the Old Testament 

sense, they share some similar qualities. Effective leaders 

should be compassionate, humble, and firm in addressing sin. 

They guide others toward Christ without becoming a substitute 

for Him. 

3. Approaching God Through Jesus 

Ultimately, we access God directly through our High Priest, 

Jesus Christ. He is the only mediator we need, continually 
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interceding for us at the right hand of the Father (Romans 

8:34). 

Verses 11-14: A Call to Grow in Spiritual Maturity  

The author expresses frustration with the audience's lack of spiritual 

growth. Though they should be teaching others by now, they still 

require basic instruction, likened to infants needing milk instead of 

solid food. 

Imagine a college student still struggling with elementary math 

when they should be mastering calculus. Such a scenario reflects 

missed opportunities for growth and the need for consistent effort in 

learning. 

This passage serves as a pivotal turning point, urging believers to 

move beyond the basics of faith and embrace the challenge of 

spiritual maturity. Let’s break this down in a way that resonates both 

deeply and practically. 

The issue isn’t the teacher’s inability to explain but the audience’s 

dullness in hearing—spiritual laziness that hinders their ability to 

grasp deeper truths. 

This isn’t about intellectual capacity but about attentiveness and 

dedication. The writer diagnoses their problem as being "lazy at 

being taught the Scriptures." They weren’t just indifferent to the 

topic of Melchizedek; they were lethargic in their overall approach 

to God’s Word. 

To summarize, the writer explains how the spiritually mature are 

those who: 

• Have moved beyond elementary teachings. 

• Are trained by constant practice to discern good from evil. 
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This passage challenges us to evaluate our spiritual progress. Are we 

still stuck in the basics of faith, or are we growing in our 

understanding and practice of God’s Word? Growth requires 

intentionality, study, and application of biblical truths. 

A Timely Reminder 

This rebuke serves as a reminder of the role of teachers in the Body 

of Christ. Paul, in Ephesians 4, highlights teachers as gifts given to 

equip and edify the saints. While the Holy Spirit is our ultimate 

teacher, He has ordained human instructors to guide us. To dismiss 

this structure is to undermine God’s plan for spiritual growth. 

The audience of Hebrews had reached a point in their spiritual 

journey where they ought to be teachers themselves. By “teachers,” 

the writer doesn’t necessarily mean pulpit preachers or classroom 

instructors. Rather, he’s pointing to the ability of every mature 

believer to share foundational truths with others. Whether 

individually or collectively, the Church is meant to grow into a 

community capable of building up others. 

The Danger of Stagnation 

Instead of progressing, these believers had regressed. The writer 

laments that they still require “milk” when they should have 

graduated to “solid food.” This isn’t dietary advice but a vivid 

metaphor for spiritual development. Milk represents the 

foundational truths of the faith—essential for new believers. But just 

as a child eventually moves on to solid food, Christians are called to 

deepen their understanding. 

Imagine a toddler refusing to eat anything but milk. Over time, that 

refusal leads not to health but to malnourishment. Similarly, spiritual 

stagnation results in regression, leaving believers weak and 

vulnerable to deception and sin. 
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A Growing Process 

Spiritual maturity, like physical growth, is a process. When we first 

come to faith, we begin with the basics: learning about Christ, His 

commands, His sacrifice, and His promises. These elementary 

principles lay the groundwork for deeper exploration. But the writer 

warns that failing to progress beyond these basics is dangerous. It’s 

like continually relearning the alphabet without ever moving on to 

form words, sentences, or complex ideas. 

This call to growth isn’t just theoretical—it’s urgent. As the writer 

explains, spiritual maturity equips believers to discern good from 

evil. Discernment is the fruit of a life steeped in God’s Word. 

Without it, we’re vulnerable to the enemy’s schemes, which rarely 

come in obvious forms. As Paul warns in 2 Corinthians 11:14, the 

enemy often disguises himself as an angel of light. Only a mature, 

discerning spirit can recognize and resist such deception. 

The Reward of Maturity 

At the heart of this exhortation is a promise: spiritual maturity leads 

to clarity, wisdom, and protection. It enables believers to navigate 

life’s complexities with confidence, avoiding the pitfalls of sin and 

false doctrine. This isn’t just about head knowledge; it’s about 

transformation—becoming people who reflect Christ in every area 

of life. 

A Practical Path Forward 

How do we move from milk to solid food? The answer lies in 

practice and training. Spiritual maturity doesn’t happen 

automatically with time or tenure. It’s the result of disciplined 

engagement with God’s Word, prayer, worship, service, and 

fellowship. 
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Yet, let’s be honest: many of us have these priorities backward. We 

might spend hours in fellowship but only minutes in study or 

prayer. That’s not a recipe for growth. If we want to mature, we 

must reorder our priorities, putting God’s Word first. After all, it’s 

His Word that transforms us and equips us for every good work. 

Summary 

The writer of Hebrews doesn’t pull punches because he understands 

what’s at stake. Spiritual maturity isn’t optional; it’s essential. It 

safeguards us from the enemy’s schemes, strengthens our faith, and 

equips us to bless others. 

As we transition into Chapter 6, the writer will continue this call to 

growth, urging us to leave behind the elementary principles and 

press on to greater things. But for now, let’s commit ourselves to be 

diligent students of God’s Word, embracing the challenge of solid 

food, and walking in the fullness of Christ’s calling. The journey 

isn’t always easy, but the reward—a life transformed by truth—is 

more than worth it. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Under the old covenant, who was permitted to be a priest? 

Who called Christ to be our high priest? 

With what personage of the Old Testament does God associate 

Christ? 

Why does the Father listen to His beloved Son? 

After what priestly order has Christ been made a high priest? 

Concerning what condition are the Hebrew Christians being 

rebuked, in verses 11 and 12? 

What is true of a believer who still is unable to digest any food 

except milk? 

What is the mark of full spiritual age? 
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Chapter Six 
The Danger of Apostasy and Perseverance 

Introduction 

Hebrews chapter 6 is a powerful yet challenging passage that 

encourages believers to press on toward spiritual maturity, warns of 

the dangers of falling away, and reassures us of the unchanging 

nature of God’s promises. Written in a pastoral tone, this chapter 

urges readers to move beyond elementary teachings and fully 

embrace their faith in Christ. With a mix of encouragement, 

warning, and hope, Hebrews 6 calls us to a deeper commitment to 

God. 

Verses 1–3: Pressing on to Maturity.  

The writer begins with a call to growth. The “elementary doctrine” 

includes foundational teachings like repentance, faith, baptisms, 

laying on of hands, resurrection, and eternal judgment (vv. 1–2). 

These truths are essential, but the writer challenges the audience to 

build upon them and move toward maturity. 

This is not about abandoning foundational truths but about 

advancing beyond them. Like a builder who lays a foundation and 

then constructs a house, believers are called to grow in their 

understanding and practice of faith. 

Think about a small child learning to read. Once they master the 

alphabet, they don’t stop there—they use it to read words, sentences, 

and eventually books. Similarly, spiritual growth involves moving 

from basic teachings to deeper truths. 

Are you growing in your faith, or are you stuck in spiritual infancy? 

Growth requires intentionality—studying Scripture, prayer, and 

obedience to God’s Word. 
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Verses 4–6: The Danger of Falling Away  

These verses are some of the most debated in the New Testament. 

The writer warns against falling away after experiencing the 

blessings of salvation, such as enlightenment, sharing in the Holy 

Spirit, and tasting the goodness of God’s Word. 

The warning is stark: those who fall away are likened to people 

crucifying Christ again, exposing Him to public disgrace. The 

impossibility of restoration does not imply that God is unwilling to 

forgive but highlights the hardness of heart that makes repentance 

impossible for those who willfully reject Christ. 

Consider a bridge that once connected two sides of a river. If 

someone knowingly destroys the bridge, they cut off their path of 

return. Similarly, rejecting Christ after fully knowing Him leaves no 

other path to salvation. 

This passage serves as a sobering reminder to examine our hearts. 

Are we holding fast to our faith, or are we drifting into complacency 

or rebellion? 

Verses 7–8: Fruitfulness Versus Barrenness  

The writer uses an agricultural metaphor to illustrate the results of 

faithfulness versus apostasy. Just as fertile land produces crops when 

it receives rain, so a believer’s life should bear fruit when nourished 

by God’s grace. Conversely, barren land that produces thorns is 

burned—a picture of judgment. 

Imagine two gardens, both receiving the same sunlight and rain. One 

flourishes with vegetables and flowers, while the other is overrun 

with weeds. The difference lies in how the gardener tended the soil. 

What kind of fruit is your life producing? Faithfulness to God should 

result in love, obedience, and service to others. 
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Verses 9–12: Confidence in God’s Promises  

After the stern warning, the tone shifts to encouragement. The writer 

expresses confidence in the readers’ salvation and their works of 

love and service. The call is to remain diligent and imitate those who 

inherit the promises through faith and patience. 

Think of a coach urging their team after a tough critique. They don’t 

want their players to lose heart but to rise to the challenge, knowing 

their potential. 

Are you persevering in faith and service? Remember, God sees and 

honors your labor of love. Keep pressing on, knowing that your 

efforts in Christ are not in vain. 

Verses 13–18: The Certainty of God’s Promise  

The writer reminds the audience of God’s promise to Abraham. 

God’s promise was unshakable because He swore by Himself, 

emphasizing His unchanging nature. Just as Abraham patiently 

waited and obtained the promise, believers are called to trust in 

God’s faithfulness. 

The reference to God’s oath highlights the reliability of His 

promises. This certainty is meant to give believers strong 

encouragement, as God’s purpose is both unchangeable and 

guaranteed. 

A signed contract is binding when both parties are trustworthy. How 

much more secure is God’s promise, backed by His perfect 

character! 

Are you trusting in God’s promises, even in times of waiting? 

Remember that His timing is perfect, and His word never fails. 
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Verses 19–20: Jesus, Our Anchor and Forerunner  

The chapter concludes with a beautiful image of hope as an anchor 

for the soul. This anchor is not a passive hope but one that is “sure 

and steadfast,” grounded in Jesus’ work as our high priest. 

Jesus, the forerunner, has entered the heavenly sanctuary on our 

behalf, securing eternal access to God. The imagery of the “inner 

place behind the curtain” recalls the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle, 

emphasizing the intimacy and access we have through Christ. 

Picture a ship anchored securely in the midst of a storm. No matter 

how fierce the waves, the anchor holds firm. Jesus is our anchor, 

ensuring our stability in the storms of life. 

Are you anchored in Christ, or are you drifting with the currents of 

fear and doubt? Let your hope be rooted in the unshakable work of 

Jesus. 

Summary 

Hebrews 6 challenges believers to grow in their faith, avoid 

spiritual stagnation, and cling to the unchanging promises of God. 

It warns against falling away but also provides assurance that God 

is faithful to His promises. 

The practical applications are clear: 

• Strive for spiritual maturity by moving beyond elementary 

teachings. 

• Bear fruit in your life through obedience and service. 

• Trust in God’s promises, even when the path seems long. 

• Anchor your hope in Jesus, who has secured eternal access 

to God. 
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This chapter invites us to press on with confidence, knowing that 

our hope is secure, and our labor is not in vain. Today, will you 

commit to deeper growth and greater faith, trusting fully in the 

promises of our faithful God? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

What are the 6 “elementary” doctrines mentioned? 

What kind of ground does God bless? 

What is true of ground that brings forth thorns and thistles? 

What are some of the things that “accompany salvation”? 

What was God remembering concerning the Hebrew Christians? 

How can we make ourselves sure of our hope of salvation? 

By whom did God swear, when He made His promise to Abraham 

concerning Abraham’s descendants? 

What trait of character was Abraham required to exercise in order 

to inherit the promises that God had made to him? 

Why did God confirm His promise with an oath? 

19. What two “immutable” (unchangeable) things give us strong 

“consolation” (encouragement)? 

 Where is our soul anchored? 
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Chapter Seven 
The Supremacy of Jesus’ Priesthood 

Introduction 

Hebrews chapter 7 dives deep into the theological significance of 

Jesus as our eternal High Priest, connecting His ministry to the 

mysterious figure of Melchizedek. This chapter not only 

demonstrates the superiority of Jesus’ priesthood over the Levitical 

priesthood but also unveils how this truth provides believers with 

unshakable hope and direct access to God. 

Through an engaging comparison between Melchizedek and Jesus, 

the author of Hebrews challenges us to embrace the fullness of 

Christ’s priestly work. Let’s explore this chapter verse by verse, 

unveiling its profound meaning for our faith today. 

Verses 1–3: Who Was Melchizedek?  

The chapter begins by recalling the enigmatic figure of 

Melchizedek, who appears briefly in Genesis 14:18–20. 

Melchizedek is both a king and a priest, a rare combination that sets 

him apart. He blesses Abraham after a victorious battle, and 

Abraham honors him by giving a tenth of the spoils. 

The author emphasizes Melchizedek’s unique characteristics: 

• He is “without father or mother” (v. 3), meaning there is no 

recorded genealogy, making him a figure of eternal 

priesthood. 

• His name means “king of righteousness,” and as the king of 

Salem, he is also the “king of peace.” 

These attributes point forward to Jesus, who embodies righteousness 

and peace perfectly. 
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Imagine meeting a person who seems to step out of nowhere, 

carrying immense authority and blessing everyone they encounter. 

Melchizedek’s sudden appearance mirrors the mysterious, eternal 

nature of Jesus’ priesthood. 

Reflect on how Jesus, like Melchizedek, brings righteousness and 

peace into your life. Are you receiving His blessings and honoring 

Him with your life? 

Verses 4–10: Melchizedek’s Greatness  

The greatness of Melchizedek is highlighted by Abraham’s actions. 

Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, recognizes Melchizedek’s 

superiority by giving him a tithe. This act signifies that 

Melchizedek’s priesthood is greater than the Levitical priesthood, 

which would come through Abraham’s lineage. 

The author makes a bold point: Levi, who collects tithes under the 

Law, symbolically gave a tithe through Abraham. This establishes 

that Melchizedek’s priesthood is greater because it predates and 

supersedes the Levitical system. 

Think of a CEO who commands the respect of every department 

head in a company. Even the managers acknowledge their higher 

authority. In the same way, Melchizedek’s priesthood is above 

Levi’s. 

Honor Jesus, who holds the highest priesthood. Are you submitting 

every area of your life to His authority? 

Verses 11–14: The Need for a New Priesthood  

The Levitical priesthood, established under the Law, was 

insufficient to bring people into full relationship with God. 

Sacrifices had to be repeated, and priests themselves were flawed. 
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A new priesthood, patterned after Melchizedek, was necessary to 

bring true perfection. 

The author points out that Jesus, from the tribe of Judah—not 

Levi—fulfills this need. His priesthood is not based on genealogy 

but on the power of an indestructible life (v. 16). 

Imagine upgrading from a horse-drawn carriage to a high-speed 

train. The train achieves what the carriage could never accomplish—

speed and efficiency. Similarly, Jesus’ priesthood fulfills what the 

Levitical system could only foreshadow. 

Are you relying on outdated systems of self-effort or religious ritual 

to draw near to God? Rest in Jesus, whose priesthood is perfect and 

eternal. 

Verses 15–22: Jesus’ Eternal Priesthood  

Jesus’ priesthood is eternal, unlike the Levitical priests who were 

limited by death. Quoting Psalm 110:4, the author reminds us that 

Jesus was appointed by God with an unchangeable oath: “You are a 

priest forever.” 

This eternal priesthood makes Jesus the guarantor of a better 

covenant (v. 22). His ministry is based on better promises, offering 

complete and eternal access to God. 

Consider a permanent bridge that replaces a ferry crossing. The ferry 

was useful, but the bridge provides constant, reliable access. Jesus’ 

priesthood is like that bridge—permanent and superior to the old 

system. 

Trust in the unchanging nature of Jesus’ priesthood. He guarantees 

your access to God, no matter the circumstances. 
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Verses 23–28: Jesus, the Perfect High Priest  

The chapter concludes by contrasting Jesus with the Levitical 

priests: 

• The Levitical priests were many because they died. Jesus 

lives forever. 

• They offered daily sacrifices for their sins and the sins of 

others. Jesus offered Himself once for all. 

• They were imperfect, but Jesus is holy, blameless, and 

exalted above the heavens. 

Jesus’ priesthood is unparalleled because He intercedes continually 

for us. His once-for-all sacrifice ensures complete salvation for 

those who come to God through Him. 

Think about a defense attorney who never rests, always advocating 

for you in court. Jesus is your eternal advocate, ensuring that nothing 

can separate you from God’s love. 

Approach God with confidence, knowing that Jesus intercedes for 

you. Let this truth strengthen your faith and deepen your relationship 

with Him. 

Summary 

Hebrews 7 unveils the superiority of Jesus’ priesthood by drawing 

from the mysterious figure of Melchizedek. Unlike the Levitical 

priesthood, Jesus’ priesthood is eternal, perfect, and capable of 

bringing us into full relationship with God. 

This chapter challenges us to: 

1. Recognize the greatness of Jesus as our eternal High Priest. 

2. Trust in the better covenant He guarantees. 

3. Rest in His complete and perfect sacrifice. 
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4. Approach God boldly, knowing that Jesus intercedes for us 

daily. 

Let this chapter deepen your understanding of Jesus’ work and 

inspire you to live with confidence in His unchanging priesthood. 

As we rely on Him, we find the righteousness, peace, and eternal 

hope that only He can provide. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What does Melchizedek represent? 

In what three ways is Melchizedek shown to be greater than 

Abraham? 

In what way does the writer of Hebrews show that Christ and His 

salvation are greater than the Law of Moses and the Levitical 

priesthood? 

If there is a change in the priesthood, what also changes of 

necessity? 

 Why was it necessary that a better hope be brought in? 

By what special act of God was the salvation that is through Christ 

confirmed and guaranteed as a “better testament (covenant)”? 

In what ways is Christ especially suited to be our high priest? 
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Chapter Eight 
The New Covenant and its Mediator 

Introduction 

Hebrews chapter 8 serves as a pivotal point in the letter to the 

Hebrews, emphasizing the superiority of the new covenant 

established by Jesus Christ. The chapter contrasts the old covenant, 

mediated by the Levitical priesthood, with the new covenant, which 

brings better promises and eternal hope. We are moving forward 

from the foundation laid in Chapter 7, where we explored the 

priesthood of Melchizedek. Remember, Melchizedek isn’t just a 

name; it’s a title meaning "king of righteousness." His priesthood 

predated and surpassed the Levitical priesthood, setting the stage for 

a High Priest who would come in a completely different order—

Jesus Christ. 

In Chapter 8, the writer of Hebrews asks a key question: Where 

does Jesus, as our High Priest, serve? After all, every priest 

operates before an altar. Yet Jesus wasn’t part of the Aaronic 

priesthood and never officiated at the earthly tabernacle. So, if He 

wasn’t tied to the Law of Moses, what altar did He approach? What 

tabernacle housed His service? 

This chapter builds on the argument that Jesus, as our High Priest, 

is tied to a superior priesthood, a superior law, and a superior 

covenant. Let’s dive into the text to understand the depths of these 

truths. 

This chapter invites us to marvel at the majesty of Christ’s 

priesthood and the profound implications of the new covenant for 

believers. 
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Verses 1–5: The True Tabernacle 

The chapter opens with a summary statement: Jesus is the High 

Priest who ministers in the heavenly sanctuary, seated at the right 

hand of God.  It’s as if he’s telling us, “Everything I’ve explained so 

far is foundational, but here’s the crux of it all.” The key point is 

this: Jesus is a High Priest ministering in a heavenly tabernacle, 

not an earthly one. 

Unlike the tabernacle of Moses—built by human hands—Jesus 

serves in the true tabernacle, constructed by God Himself. This 

heavenly tabernacle is where authentic worship occurs, where true 

sacrifice is made, and where the presence of God dwells in its 

fullness. 

Think about it. Every high priest is appointed to serve at an altar, 

offering gifts and sacrifices to God. Since Jesus wasn’t born into the 

Aaronic priesthood, He wasn’t qualified to serve in the earthly 

tabernacle. He was born from the tribe of Judah, not Levi, 

disqualifying Him under the Mosaic Law. But here’s the twist:  

God never intended Jesus to serve in the earthly system. 

Instead, Jesus was designated to serve in a heavenly tabernacle, one 

far superior to the earthly model. The writer explains that the earthly 

tabernacle was merely a copy or shadow of the heavenly one. Think 

of it as a scale model—useful for visualizing the real thing but 

incomparable to the actual structure. 

Just as an architect’s miniature model hints at the grandeur of the 

completed skyscraper, the earthly tabernacle served to point forward 

to the majesty of the heavenly one. Now that the real tabernacle is 

in operation, the earthly model has fulfilled its purpose. 

 



59 
 

The New Tabernacle and the Church 

Today, while we cannot yet see the heavenly tabernacle, God has 

given us another “model” to illustrate His work: the Church, the 

Body of Christ. Every believer, born of the Spirit, is part of a 

spiritual building where God dwells. 

We are being fitted together, like stones crafted by a mason, as the 

Holy Spirit shapes us to reflect the glory of Christ. The rough edges 

of sin are being smoothed away, preparing us to become a dwelling 

worthy of the King of Kings. 

Yet, as glorious as this spiritual temple may be, it still pales in 

comparison to the heavenly tabernacle where Christ ministers. This 

realization stirs within us both hope and purpose. If God is capable 

of transforming broken sinners into vessels of honor, how much 

more magnificent must His heavenly dwelling be? 

Imagine an artist creating a masterpiece. The sketch is valuable, but 

it is incomplete compared to the final work. The earthly tabernacle 

was merely a shadow—a sketch of the heavenly reality where Jesus 

ministers. 

As believers, we can approach God with confidence, knowing that 

our High Priest serves in a superior sanctuary, guaranteeing our 

eternal access to His presence. 

This leads us to a crucial question: Are we living in a way that 

reflects the glory of the One who dwells within us? If our bodies 

are His temple, then every choice, every action, and every thought 

should honor Him. 

Verses 6–7: A New and Better Covenant 

With a new High Priest officiating in a new tabernacle, it follows 

naturally that we must also have a new covenant. The writer of 
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Hebrews declares that the ministry of Jesus is more excellent in 

every way, offering better promises than the old covenant ever 

could. 

The old covenant, mediated by Moses, was conditional. Its blessings 

depended entirely on Israel’s ability to obey the Law—a standard no 

one could meet. When Israel failed, curses followed. The problem 

wasn’t with the covenant itself but with the inability of sinful 

humanity to uphold it. 

Verses 6–7: Jesus, the Mediator of a Better Covenant  

Jesus mediates a new covenant that surpasses the old because it is 

founded on better promises—promises of eternal forgiveness and 

direct access to God. 

The old covenant was insufficient to bring about lasting 

righteousness because it depended on human obedience, which 

consistently failed. 

Consider a tool designed for a specific purpose that becomes 

obsolete when a superior version is invented. The old covenant was 

a temporary tool, and the new covenant is the superior version, 

designed to fulfill God’s ultimate purpose for humanity. 

This reminds us that salvation is not based on human effort or 

adherence to rules but on the finished work of Christ. His better 

promises offer us hope and assurance that cannot be found in human 

systems or achievements. 

Verses 8–12: The Promises of the New Covenant 

In these verses, the author quotes Jeremiah 31:31–34, a prophetic 

declaration of the new covenant. The old covenant failed because of 

human disobedience, but the new covenant is initiated and sustained 

by God Himself. 
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God promises to write His laws on the hearts and minds of His 

people, contrasting with the external regulations of the old covenant. 

This speaks to a personal, transformative relationship with God. 

• Under the old covenant, the Law was external—etched on 

stone tablets. But in the new covenant, God writes His 

Law on our hearts and minds. This isn’t about rules 

imposed from the outside but a transformation from 

within. 

• The new covenant guarantees a direct, personal 

relationship with God. “They will all know Me,” God 

declares, meaning every believer has intimate access to 

Him. There’s no longer a need for a human mediator 

because Jesus has bridged the gap. 

• Forgiveness of Sins 

Finally, the new covenant promises complete forgiveness. 

God says, “I will remember their sins no more.” This isn’t 

temporary or conditional forgiveness like under the old 

system—it’s total, eternal, and irrevocable. 

Imagine upgrading from a paper map to a GPS. While the map is 

external and requires effort to interpret, the GPS guides you directly. 

Similarly, the new covenant internalizes God’s guidance, making it 

accessible and personal. 

The new covenant offers full forgiveness, erasing the sins of 

believers completely. This is a radical departure from the old 

covenant, where sacrifices only temporarily covered sins. 

This passage calls us to live in the freedom of forgiveness, 

unburdened by guilt or shame. Because God has forgiven us 

completely, we can approach Him with confidence and extend grace 

to others. 
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Verse 13: The Old Covenant Is Obsolete  

The author concludes the chapter by declaring that the old covenant 

is outdated and will soon disappear entirely. This was likely a 

reference to the impending destruction of the temple in AD 70, 

which would mark the end of the Levitical sacrificial system. 

Think of a software upgrade that makes an old operating system 

obsolete. While the old system may have served its purpose for a 

time, it is no longer functional or necessary in the presence of a 

superior version. 

This truth invites us to fully embrace the new covenant and leave 

behind any reliance on outdated systems of religion or self-

righteousness. Our hope and salvation rest solely in Jesus Christ and 

His finished work. 

Summary 

Hebrews chapter 8 beautifully unfolds the supremacy of Christ’s 

priesthood and the new covenant He mediates. It reassures us of 

God’s eternal promises, His transformative work in our lives, and 

the complete forgiveness we have in Christ. 

In the words of Hebrews, we have a “better covenant,” built on 

“better promises.” Let us live in the fullness of that better hope, 

looking forward to the eternal reality it guarantees. 

With the arrival of Christ, everything changed. A new priesthood 

brought a new tabernacle, which inaugurated a new covenant built 

on better promises. The old system, though valuable for its time, was 

merely a shadow of what was to come. 

Today, as partakers of this new covenant, we stand in awe of its 

richness and grace. Jesus’ priesthood is eternal, His sacrifice 

complete, and His promises unshakable. And while we wait to see 
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the heavenly tabernacle with our own eyes, we live as His temple on 

earth, reflecting His glory to the world. 

As we reflect on this chapter, let us live with the confidence that our 

High Priest intercedes for us in the heavenly sanctuary. Let us also 

embrace the freedom and intimacy of the new covenant, allowing 

God’s laws to be written on our hearts and His promises to shape 

our lives. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What is true of every high priest? 

What would be true of Jesus if he were living on earth as an 

ordinary man? 

What was the Tabernacle of the Congregation that Moses built? 

Why did God make a new covenant? 

With whom does God make the new covenant? 

If the new covenant, which is the Christian covenant, is made with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah, how can we Gentiles 

become Christians? 

 Why did God turn away from the Jews? 

 Name some of the points of the new covenant. 

What has happened to the old covenant of Moses? 
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Chapter Nine 

 The Superior Sacrifice of Christ  

Hebrews chapter 9 serves as a pivotal moment in the epistle, 

highlighting the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice over the Old 

Testament sacrificial system. The author draws a striking contrast 

between the earthly tabernacle, the sacrificial rituals, and the eternal 

redemption brought through Jesus. This chapter provides deep 

theological insights into Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice, the new 

covenant, and the ultimate access we now have to God through Him. 

Let’s break down this chapter to understand its rich meaning and 

relevance for believers today, exploring its key themes and 

applications. 

Verses 1–10: The Old Covenant: A Shadow of the True  

The first section of Hebrews 9 discusses the Old Testament 

tabernacle, the sanctuary where Israel’s priests performed their 

sacred duties. The tabernacle, with its two main sections—the Holy 

Place and the Most Holy Place—symbolized the separation between 

God and humanity. Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy 

Place once a year, and only after making a blood sacrifice for his 

own sins and the sins of the people (v. 7).  (see page 69 for diagram) 

The Tabernacle as a Shadow 

The Old Covenant sacrificial system and the tabernacle served as a 

“shadow” or “copy” of the heavenly realities (v. 9). While these 

rituals were effective in maintaining the relationship between God 

and Israel, they were incomplete. The tabernacle and its sacrifices 

were temporary, pointing forward to something far greater—Jesus 

Christ and His once-for-all sacrifice. 
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Think of a shadow of a tree. While the shadow provides an outline, 

it is not the real tree. The Old Covenant sacrificial system was the 

shadow; Christ is the reality, the substance. 

Reflect on the limitations of religious rituals and practices. While 

they can direct us toward God, they cannot fully restore our 

relationship with Him. Only through Christ can we experience the 

fullness of God’s presence. 

Verses 11–15: The Superior Priesthood and Sacrifice  

The author of Hebrews contrasts the limitations of the Old Covenant 

with the superiority of Christ’s work. Jesus, as the ultimate High 

Priest, entered the heavenly tabernacle, not made with hands, and 

offered His own blood—not the blood of animals—to secure eternal 

redemption for humanity. His sacrifice is infinitely superior because 

it does what the blood of goats and calves could never do: it cleanses 

the conscience from dead works and allows believers to serve the 

living God (v. 14). 

Unlike the Levitical priests who had to offer repeated sacrifices, 

Jesus' sacrifice was once for all, dealing with the root issue of sin, 

not just its symptoms. His blood speaks of a better covenant, one 

that doesn’t need repeated offerings but provides permanent access 

to God. 

Imagine paying off a debt with an amount large enough to cover not 

just today’s payment but every payment you’ll ever owe. Jesus’ 

sacrifice was the full and final payment for sin. 

Take time to reflect on the completeness of Christ’s sacrifice. Do 

you ever find yourself striving to earn God’s favor through rituals 

or works? Rest in the truth that Jesus has already paid the price for 

your sins—once and for all. 
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Verses 16–22: Christ as the Mediator of the New Covenant  

The author of Hebrews explains the necessity of Jesus' death for the 

establishment of the New Covenant. Just as a will comes into effect 

only upon the death of the person who made it, the New Covenant 

was ratified through Jesus’ death. This covenant, unlike the Old, 

provides true forgiveness of sins and a direct relationship with God. 

Blood plays a central role in both the Old and New Covenants, but 

in the Old, it was the blood of animals, while in the New Covenant, 

it is the precious blood of Christ. The Old Covenant required the 

sprinkling of blood on the tabernacle and all its vessels, symbolizing 

purification. Jesus’ blood, however, purifies us completely and once 

for all. 

Think of a contract between two parties. If one party breaks the 

agreement, the contract becomes void. But when a person willingly 

lays down their life for the contract, it is fulfilled. Jesus did this for 

us, making the Old Covenant obsolete and establishing a new, 

unbreakable one. 

When we take communion, we remember that Jesus’ blood secured 

the New Covenant for us. It is not just a ritual—it is a reminder of 

the incredible price Jesus paid to bring us into a relationship with 

God. Do you value this covenant? How does this shape the way you 

live your life? 

Verses 23–28: Christ’s Sacrifice: Once and for All  

Here, the author further explains the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice. 

While the Old Covenant required repeated sacrifices, Christ’s 

sacrifice was a once-for-all act. Jesus entered the true, heavenly 

sanctuary to offer His own blood as the final and perfect sacrifice, 

thus securing eternal redemption for all who believe. Unlike the 

annual sacrifices of the Old Covenant, which were repeated, Jesus’ 

sacrifice is eternal, never needing to be repeated. 
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The chapter concludes by pointing to the return of Christ, who will 

appear “a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him” (v. 28). The first coming of Christ dealt 

with the problem of sin; His second coming will bring final salvation 

for those who are waiting for Him. 

Picture a professional athlete who plays their final game and wins 

the championship. Their victory is final; no other game is necessary 

to prove their skill. In the same way, Jesus’ death was final. There 

is no more need for sacrifice—His victory was complete. 

Are you eagerly waiting for Christ’s return? Reflect on the hope 

this gives you. While the world offers temporary solutions, Jesus’ 

return will bring eternal joy and salvation. Live with anticipation 

of His return and the full redemption it promises. 

Summary 

Hebrews chapter 9 teaches us that Jesus is the ultimate High Priest 

who brings us into the presence of God through His perfect, once-

for-all sacrifice. Unlike the Old Covenant, which was temporary and 

incomplete, the New Covenant offers eternal redemption and 

forgiveness, secured by the blood of Christ. 

This chapter encourages us to: 

1. Appreciate the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice. Jesus' 

sacrifice was not only effective but final. 

2. Rest in the New Covenant. You do not need to perform 

endless rituals to draw near to God. Through Jesus, you 

have direct access to Him. 

3. Live with anticipation of His return. Christ’s second 

coming is the completion of our salvation and the 

fulfillment of God’s promises. 



68 
 

As you meditate on this chapter, let it stir in you a deeper 

appreciation for what Christ has done and inspire you to live in the 

freedom and hope His sacrifice provides. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What furniture was placed in the first, outer room (Holy Place) of 

the Tabernacle of the Congregation? 

What articles were contained in the Ark of the Covenant? 

What overshadowed the Mercy Seat, forming a lid on the Ark of 

the covenant? 

Where did the high priest enter once each year? 

Into what tabernacle did Christ, as high priest, enter? 

What blood did Christ bring? 

What kind of redemption did Christ obtain for us? 

What did the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer, 

accomplish? 

Of what is Christ the mediator? 

From what did Christ die to ransom us? 

What cannot take place without the shedding of blood? 

The copies of things in the heavens were purified by animal blood. 

What was used to purify the heavenly things themselves? 

Where does Christ appear on our behalf? 

How many times is Christ to be offered on the cross? 

What comes to every person after he or she dies? 
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Chapter 10 
Faith and the Completion of Christ’s Work 

As we arrive at Chapter 10 of Hebrews, we encounter the climactic 

argument of the letter: a profound declaration of the New 

Covenant—a covenant that reveals the sufficiency of Christ in every 

respect. This chapter not only brings clarity but also serves as the 

apex of the theological exposition woven throughout Chapters 7 to 

10. In this section, the writer meticulously unfolds Christ’s superior 

priesthood, His heavenly tabernacle, and His perfect sacrifice—

truths that establish the foundation for our sanctification and eternal 

hope. 

These are weighty and sometimes challenging concepts, yet they are 

indispensable for Christian maturity. Scripture repeatedly calls us to 

grow spiritually, to move beyond the milk of elementary teachings 

into the solid food of doctrine. Why is this vital? Because when trials 

arise or false teachings threaten to unsettle our faith, it is our 

knowledge of God’s truth that preserves our joy and confidence. 

Though studying doctrine requires effort, the rewards—a steadfast 

hope and deeper worship—are incomparable. 

To illustrate this point, consider the story of a curious traveler in a 

remote jungle. She noticed a native man wearing an ornate necklace 

of alligator teeth and remarked, “That must be as valuable to you as 

pearls are to us.” The man replied, “No, anyone can open an oyster.” 

Likewise, anyone can recite Sunday school stories, but the true 

treasure lies in understanding the deep doctrines of our faith.  

Hebrews 10 stands as a theological and practical masterpiece, 

bringing together profound truths about Christ’s sacrifice and their 

implications for the Christian life. Hebrews 10 compels us to marvel 

at the greatness of Christ and challenges us to respond with enduring 

devotion. Let us now dive into this treasure trove of truth, beginning 

with the first section of Chapter 10. 
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Verses 1- 18 – The Finality and Sufficiency of Christ’s Sacrifice  

The chapter begins with a stark contrast between the Old Testament 

sacrificial system and Christ’s perfect sacrifice. Here, the writer 

draws attention to the limitations of the law and the glorious 

accomplishment of Jesus. He begins by explaining the limitations of 

the Law given to Israel. This Law, though divinely ordained, was a 

shadow of what was to come—a preview of God’s ultimate plan. Its 

repeated sacrifices highlighted its inability to resolve the problem of 

sin. Year after year, worshipers offered sacrifices that could never 

cleanse their consciences or restore them to a right relationship with 

God. Instead, these sacrifices served as constant reminders of sin 

and its penalty: death. 

The Shadow of the Law 

The fundamental issue lay in the nature of the sacrifices. The blood 

of animals could not atone for human sin because the sin of man 

requires the death of a man. Yet God, in His wisdom, used the Old 

Covenant to point forward to the true solution: the coming Messiah. 

Quoting Psalm 40, the writer reveals that God never desired animal 

sacrifices as the ultimate remedy. Instead, He prepared a body for 

His Son, Jesus Christ, who would perfectly fulfill the Father’s will 

by laying down His life as the final, sufficient sacrifice for sin. 

Christ’s Obedience and Sacrifice 

This powerful logic is emphasized in verses 8-9. If God declared 

that He took no pleasure in the old sacrifices and then affirmed that 

Christ’s sacrifice pleased Him, we must conclude that Christ’s 

offering is infinitely superior. In this truth, we find the cornerstone 

of our faith: through Christ’s sacrifice, we are sanctified once and 

for all. No additional works, sacrifices, or rituals can make us more 

acceptable to God than we already are in Christ. For those who have 

trusted in Him, nothing more is needed. For those who have not, 

nothing else will suffice. 
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The Sufficiency of Christ’s Sacrifice 

Verse 10 declares that through Christ’s perfect obedience to the 

Father, we have been sanctified—set apart as holy. This 

sanctification is not partial or temporary but complete and eternal. 

The phrase “once for all” underscores the finality and perfection of 

Christ’s sacrifice. If the sinless Son of God satisfied the Father’s 

wrath, no further sacrifice is necessary. To claim otherwise would 

be to deny the sufficiency of Christ and leave humanity without 

hope. 

To drive this point home, the writer contrasts the endless labor of 

Old Testament priests with the completed work of Christ. Under the 

Old Covenant, priests stood daily, offering sacrifices that could 

never fully address sin. There were no chairs in the tabernacle 

because their work was never finished. But when Christ offered 

Himself as the perfect sacrifice, He sat down at the right hand of the 

Father, signifying that His redemptive work was complete. His 

sacrifice perfected for all time those who are being sanctified, 

securing an eternal salvation for His people. 

The writer also quotes Jeremiah 31, reminding us that the New 

Covenant was foretold long before its fulfillment. This covenant is 

distinct from the old because it offers permanent forgiveness of sins. 

God’s promise to remember our sins no more confirms that no 

further sacrifices are needed. With this assurance, the writer 

concludes his doctrinal teaching and transitions to a heartfelt 

exhortation. 

Verses 19 - 25 – The Call to Draw Near and Hold Fast  

In light of Christ’s finished work, the writer invites us to respond 

with three exhortations: to draw near, to hold fast, and to encourage 

one another.  
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First, we are called to draw near to God with confidence, knowing 

that Christ’s blood has opened the way into the Holy of Holies. 

Through His sacrifice, we are welcomed into God’s presence, our 

sins forgiven, and our hearts cleansed. Whether we worship in a 

grand cathedral or in the quiet of our homes, we are spiritually 

standing before the Father, who delights in us because of Christ. 

Second, the writer urges us to hold fast to our confession of hope 

without wavering. Some of the original readers were tempted to 

abandon their faith and return to the Old Covenant practices. Their 

doubts stemmed from a lack of understanding of the New Covenant. 

This serves as a warning to us: without a firm grasp of doctrine, we 

risk falling into error or despair. But with a deep knowledge of 

Christ’s sufficiency, we can remain steadfast, unmoved by false 

teachings or trials. 

Finally, the writer emphasizes the importance of Christian 

community. He calls us to consider how we can stir one another to 

love and good deeds. The fight for truth and perseverance is not one 

we wage alone. A vibrant community of believers provides 

encouragement, accountability, and reminders of God’s 

faithfulness. Verse 25 specifically warns against neglecting to meet 

together, as some were in the habit of doing. Gathering with fellow 

believers strengthens our faith and renews our hope as we await 

Christ’s return. 

Verses 26 – 31 – The Warning Against Apostasy  

The chapter takes a sobering turn, offering one of the strongest 

warnings in Scripture. The writer addresses the danger of deliberate 

sin and rejection of Christ’s sacrifice. 

1. The Consequences of Rejecting Grace (vv. 26-27) 

"For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 

knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 

sins." 
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This warning is not about occasional failure but willful, 

ongoing rebellion against God’s grace. To reject Christ’s 

sacrifice is to forfeit the only means of salvation, leaving 

one under the terrifying expectation of judgment. 

2. The Severity of God’s Judgment (vv. 28-31) 

Drawing from the law of Moses, the writer underscores the 

seriousness of rejecting Christ: "How much worse 

punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who 

has trampled underfoot the Son of God?" (v. 29). 

The passage concludes with a stark reminder: "It is a fearful 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (v. 31). While 

sobering, this warning serves as a call to repentance and 

renewed faith. 

Verses 32 - 39 – Encouragement to Persevere  

The writer closes with a pastoral encouragement, reminding readers 

of their past faithfulness and urging them to endure. 

1. Remembering Past Faithfulness (vv. 32-34) 

"But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, 

you endured a hard struggle with sufferings." 

The audience is encouraged to look back on their 

perseverance in earlier trials. Their willingness to endure 

suffering and even the loss of possessions testified to their 

heavenly focus. 

2. The Promise of Reward (vv. 35-36) 

"Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a 

great reward. For you have need of endurance.” The writer 

points to the ultimate reward awaiting the faithful. 

Endurance is not just about surviving but pressing on with 

the assurance of God’s promises. 
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3. Living by Faith (vv. 37-39) 

Quoting Habakkuk, the writer emphasizes that the righteous 

live by faith: "But we are not of those who shrink back and 

are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their 

souls" (v. 39). This forward-looking faith keeps believers 

anchored in hope, even amid trials. 

Summary 

• Rest in Christ’s Sufficiency: Christ’s sacrifice is complete 

and final. Stop striving to earn what He has already 

accomplished and rest in His finished work. 

• Draw Near with Confidence: Because of Jesus, you have 

full access to God. Make prayer and worship a priority, 

approaching Him with assurance and gratitude. 

• Encourage One Another: Faith is not a solo journey. 

Commit to encouraging and being encouraged within a 

community of believers. 

• Take God’s Warnings Seriously: Let the warning against 

apostasy inspire reverence and vigilance in your faith. Turn 

away from sin and cling to Christ. 

• Persevere in Faith: Trials will come but look back on 

God’s faithfulness in your life and press on, confident in 

His promises. 

Hebrews 10 is a resounding call to rest in the sufficiency of Christ. 

His perfect sacrifice has accomplished what the Law could not: the 

complete forgiveness of sins and the sanctification of His people. It 

bridges the gap between doctrine and practice, challenging us to fix 

our eyes on Jesus, hold fast to hope, and live in community, spurring 

one another on to love and good works. Above all, it calls us to 

endure, confident that we belong to a kingdom that cannot be shaken 

and a Savior who will come again. May we live each day in light of 

these glorious truths. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

Where did Jesus go after he had offered His body a perfect 

sacrifice for sin, and then had received it back again? 

Under the new covenant, where are the laws of God written? 

Why is there no longer any need for an offering for sin? 

Since we have forgiveness of our sins through the blood of Christ, 

and since He is an eternal priest who is interceding on our behalf 

before the throne of the almighty God, what should we then do? 

Under the old covenant, what happened to any individual who 

despised the Law of Moses? 

Will the punishment of the individual who despises the Gospel of 

Christ be more or less severe than in the case of the old covenant? 

To whom does vengeance belong? 

How soon will the Lord Jesus appear? 

How are the righteous to live? 

What will we accomplish if we keep living by faith in Christ? 
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CHAPTER 11 
The Hall of Faith 

Introduction 

As a pastor and Bible teacher, Hebrews 11 remains a personal 

favorite—a chapter often referred to as the “Hall of Faith.” It 

highlights the lives of men and women who trusted God through 

extraordinary challenges. This chapter serves as a powerful contrast 

to the warnings against apostasy in Chapter 10, offering inspiration 

through the testimonies of those who persevered in faith despite 

trials. 

Faith is the central theme here, mentioned 24 times, and serves as 

the foundation of a life that pleases God. The writer uses vivid 

examples from the Old Testament to teach us about the form, 

purpose, and reward of faith, encouraging us to follow the footsteps 

of those who lived out their trust in God. 

The author invites the readers into a deeper understanding of faith’s 

role in salvation and everyday life. Let’s explore this chapter verse 

by verse, unpacking its meaning and drawing applications that can 

guide us in our own faith journey. 

Verses 1-2 - Defining Faith  

Hebrews 11 begins with one of the most famous definitions of faith 

in the Bible. Faith is described not as a vague hope or wishful 

thinking, but as the assurance of what is hoped for and the 

conviction of what is unseen. It is both a confident expectation and 

a firm belief in God’s promises, even when there is no tangible 

evidence. Faith is not wishful thinking; it is rooted in the reality of 

God’s promises. Faith is a perspective anchored in truth, trusting in 

future promises as though they are already fulfilled. 
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The writer of Hebrews anchors this faith in the understanding that 

the universe itself was created by God’s word. The unseen world is 

just as real and powerful as the seen world, and faith gives us access 

to it. 

For example, while you’ve never jumped off a tall building, you 

trust the law of gravity because of its proven reality. Similarly, 

biblical faith is a confident trust in God’s unseen but certain 

promises. 

The value of faith is clear: the “men of old” gained God’s approval 

by living faithfully. This approval isn’t about salvation—since the 

audience is already Christian—but about living a life that pleases 

God and earns eternal rewards. 

Think of a pilot flying through a thick fog. Although the pilot cannot 

see the ground or the runway, they trust the instruments and the 

guidance system to bring them safely to their destination. Faith in 

God is similar—it trusts in what is unseen but real, and this trust 

guides believers through life’s uncertainties. 

In your own life, how often do you act on faith, trusting in God’s 

promises even when you cannot see the outcome? Hebrews 11 

reminds us that real faith rests in the assurance that God’s word is 

true, regardless of our circumstances. 

Verses 3-7 - Faith in Action: Heros of Faith   

In verses 4 through 40, the author of Hebrews provides a rich 

tapestry of examples from the Old Testament, illustrating what true 

faith looks like in action. The chapter names various figures who 

lived by faith, detailing the remarkable things they accomplished, 

and sometimes even the difficulties they endured. These “heroes of 

faith” were not perfect, but they trusted in God’s promises and acted 

in obedience. 
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The writer begins with Abel,  whose faith led him to offer a pleasing 

sacrifice to God, in contrast to Cain’s insufficient grain offering. 

Abel’s blood sacrifice reflected his trust in God’s promise of 

atonement, while Cain’s lack of faith revealed his disregard for 

God’s Word. Abel’s faith still speaks to us today, showing that faith 

leaves a lasting testimony. 

Enoch’s story offers another perspective. Unlike Abel, who died as 

a martyr, Enoch pleased God so deeply that he was taken directly to 

heaven, bypassing death. These contrasting outcomes remind us that 

the way our life ends doesn’t measure God’s approval—it’s about 

living faithfully. 

We also discover through this chapter particularly in verse 6  how 

faith has two essential components: 

1. Believing that God is—accepting His nature and promises, 

not merely His existence (even demons acknowledge that). 

2. Trusting that He rewards those who seek Him—living a life 

that reflects this confidence. 

Then the writer moves the story of Noah whose faith is shown in his 

obedience to God’s command to build the ark, despite having no 

evidence of a coming flood. His actions were based on a promise 

that had no immediate fulfillment, but he believed God’s word to 

such an extent that he spent years building the ark. 

Hebrews 11 challenges us to move beyond saving faith into a life of 

active trust. Faith is what makes God’s promises tangible in our 

lives. It’s not merely intellectual agreement but a lifestyle that 

reflects confidence in His Word. 

The examples of Abel, Enoch, and Noah demonstrate that faith has 

enduring power, influencing future generations and earning eternal 
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rewards. Faith is the currency of a life that pleases God, enabling us 

to overcome trials and stand firm in obedience. 

So, are you living by faith? Are you seeking to please God with your 

actions and trust? Hebrews 11 inspires us to imitate the saints who 

walked in faith, so we too can inherit the promises of God. 

Verses 8–12: Heros of Faith - Continued 

The writer of Hebrews transitions to the patriarchal period, 

highlighting the faith of Abraham and Sarah. While the broader 

narrative includes Isaac and Jacob, the focus primarily rests on 

Abraham and his wife, Sarah. Abraham’s story, familiar to most 

Bible students, is one of transformative faith. Let’s take a in depth 

look at the life of Abraham. 

Abraham, originally known as Abram, was a pagan living in 

Mesopotamia when God called him to leave his homeland, family, 

and security for an unknown destination. God’s promise was 

profound: if Abram obeyed, he would inherit a vast land—the 

Promised Land—and beyond. However, the exact location of this 

inheritance was not revealed immediately. As Hebrews 11:8–9 

recounts, Abram’s faith required him to trust in God’s direction 

without knowing where it would lead. 

Imagine being told by God to abandon your home, leave behind 

everything familiar, and travel to an undisclosed location with the 

assurance of a future inheritance. This was Abram’s test—a dramatic 

call to faith. Remarkably, Abram obeyed. 

But this was only the beginning. Upon arriving in Canaan, God 

revealed that the land promised would not belong to Abram in his 

lifetime. Instead, it would be given to his descendants, with Abram 

himself receiving it in its fullness only after his resurrection in God’s 

Kingdom. When Abram believed this promise, God changed his 
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name to Abraham, signifying his role as the "father of many nations" 

and his trust in God’s Word. 

Abraham’s faith was extraordinary because it required him to 

sacrifice comfort and security without any immediate reward. He 

lived as a nomad in the very land promised to him, dwelling in tents 

rather than establishing permanent roots. As verse 10 notes, 

Abraham looked forward to a “city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God.” This hope for a heavenly city set 

Abraham apart, as he chose to trust in God’s eternal promises rather 

than earthly comforts. 

The cities of Canaan—like Sodom and Gomorrah—were tangible 

and alluring, yet they represented the works of man. Abraham 

refused to exchange God’s promises for earthly gains. His faith was 

unwavering, grounded in the expectation of a future reward unseen 

by human eyes. Abraham’s example teaches us that faith is not just 

about obedience but about an eternal perspective that values God’s 

promises above all else. 

Sarah’s faith complements Abraham’s story. Although her initial 

reaction to God’s promise of a child was disbelief, evidenced by her 

laughter in Genesis 18:9–15, her faith matured. The writer of 

Hebrews notes in verse 11 that Sarah, “by faith, received power to 

conceive, even though she was past the age.” This implies that while 

Sarah struggled at first, she ultimately trusted God’s promise, and 

her faith enabled her to conceive Isaac. 

Sarah’s journey reminds us that faith is a process. She had made 

great sacrifices alongside Abraham, leaving her home and adapting 

to a nomadic life. Yet, when God promised her a child in her old age, 

doubt crept in. However, she moved from skepticism to belief, 

demonstrating that even wavering faith can grow into steadfast trust. 
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Her story is an encouragement to all who struggle with doubt. God 

is patient, working with us to strengthen our faith. As the Author and 

Perfecter of faith, He helps us grow, giving us the confidence to act 

on His promises. 

Think of a farmer planting a seed. He does not see the immediate 

results, but he trusts that, with time and the right conditions, the seed 

will grow. Faith, in a similar way, is about planting our trust in God’s 

promises and trusting that He will bring them to fruition—even 

when we can’t see the results. 

Reflect on your own obedience to God. Are there areas where God 

is calling you to act by faith, even when you don’t see the immediate 

outcome? Faith doesn’t just wait passively; it moves us to action, 

just as it did for Noah, Abraham, and others. 

Verses 13–16: Faith Beyond Life – An Eternal Perspective 

The writer shifts to summarize the outcomes of Abraham and 

Sarah’s faith, with a surprising revelation: they died without 

receiving the fullness of God’s promises. This principle applies 

broadly to all the heroes of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11. Despite 

their unwavering trust in God, they did not see the complete 

fulfillment of His promises during their earthly lives. 

For Abraham and Sarah, this meant dying without owning the 

Promised Land or witnessing the multitude of descendants God had 

promised. While they experienced partial fulfillment—receiving 

Isaac and sojourning in the land—the fullness of God’s promises 

remained distant. The land stretching from the Mediterranean to 

modern-day Iraq was not theirs in their lifetime. Yet, they welcomed 

these promises “from a distance,” trusting in God’s future 

fulfillment. 
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Does this mean God failed to keep His Word? Not at all. God’s 

promises extend beyond this earthly life. Abraham and Sarah 

understood this, choosing to live as strangers and exiles on earth, 

anticipating a “better country” in the life to come. As verses 14–16 

explain, their willingness to remain wanderers proved they were 

looking forward to a heavenly Kingdom. 

This Kingdom, the writer tells us, is not of this world but will 

descend from Heaven in God’s perfect time. Abraham and Sarah 

expected to be resurrected into new bodies to receive their 

inheritance, as Daniel 12:2 foretells. Their faith was not misplaced; 

it was rooted in the assurance of God’s eternal plan. 

Jesus Himself affirmed the reality of the resurrection and God’s 

faithfulness in His response to the Sadducees, who denied the 

resurrection. When questioned about a widow with seven husbands, 

Jesus explained that in the resurrection, relationships transcend 

earthly bonds, and God’s promises are fulfilled in ways beyond our 

comprehension. 

Abraham, Sarah, and others in Hebrews 11 lived and died in faith, 

trusting in promises yet to be fulfilled. Their lives testify to a faith 

that looks beyond the present, anchoring itself in the certainty of 

God’s Word and His eternal plan. Whether we identify with Noah’s 

persistent obedience, Abraham’s transformative trust, or Sarah’s 

growing faith, their stories remind us of one truth: God is faithful, 

and those who seek Him will be rewarded. 

Verses 17–19: Faith, Resurrection, and a Picture of Christ 

The writer of Hebrews continues to emphasize the power of 

resurrection by turning our attention to the patriarchs, particularly 

Abraham. Perhaps Abraham’s greatest demonstration of faith was 

his willingness to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice to God. 
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This wasn’t blind obedience—it was faith rooted in something 

profound. God had promised Abraham that he would have countless 

descendants through Isaac. But now, God was asking Abraham to 

take Isaac’s life. How could these two truths coexist? How could 

Abraham reconcile the promise of descendants with the command 

to sacrifice the very son through whom those blessings were to 

come? 

The answer, as the writer explains, lies in resurrection. Abraham 

already understood that his ultimate blessings would come after his 

own resurrection. He lived with confidence in God’s power to 

bring life out of death. So, when God commanded him to sacrifice 

Isaac, Abraham didn’t see it as the end of Isaac’s story. He trusted 

God’s ability to raise his son back to life. 

As Abraham raised the knife, he wasn’t consumed by fear or despair. 

He fully expected to see Isaac again. This unwavering trust revealed 

Abraham’s faith in God’s promises, even in the face of death. 

Of course, God never intended for Isaac to die that day. The event 

was a test—one designed to reveal the depth of Abraham’s faith and 

to foreshadow the work of Christ. 

This wasn’t the first time Abraham’s faith had been tested. The Bible 

records moments when Abraham wavered: 

• He fled to Egypt during a famine instead of trusting God’s 

provision. 

• He lied about Sarah being his wife, claiming she was his 

sister. 

• He took matters into his own hands by having a child with 

Hagar. 
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Given these missteps, one might wonder if Abraham was truly a 

man of faith. But this test on Mount Moriah removed all doubt. 

By raising the knife over Isaac, Abraham demonstrated a profound 

trust in God’s power to keep His promises—even past the point of 

death. 

The writer of Hebrews calls this moment a “type,” meaning it was 

a foreshadowing of Christ. Consider the parallels: 

• Abraham took his son to the mountain, prepared to sacrifice 

him because God commanded it. 

• Isaac, a grown man, willingly submitted to his father’s 

plan, even though it meant his death. 

• Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice, just as Jesus carried 

the cross. 

Abraham fully believed he would leave the mountain with his son, 

trusting God to resurrect him. And though Isaac didn’t die, Abraham 

metaphorically “received him back” when God provided a substitute 

sacrifice. 

This powerful imagery points us to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. 

The Bible tells us that it was the Father’s will to crush His Son for 

the sins of the world: 

"But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if 

He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His 

offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the 

LORD will prosper in His hand." (Isaiah 53:10) 

Just as Abraham was willing to offer Isaac, God the Father willingly 

gave His Son. And just as Isaac submitted to his father, Jesus 

willingly laid down His life: 
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"No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My 

own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again." (John 10:18) 

But the story doesn’t end with death. Jesus rose from the grave, the 

first fruits of resurrection, securing eternal life for all who believe. 

Abraham’s faith and obedience left a lasting testimony to God’s 

faithfulness. It shows us the power of living by faith—a faith that 

shapes our choices and priorities. 

Imagine if Abraham had refused to sacrifice Isaac. He would have 

forfeited the opportunity to testify to the coming Messiah and might 

have jeopardized eternal rewards. Similarly, when we choose to live 

by faith, we leave a testimony of God’s work in our lives. 

Living by faith means: 

• Trusting that God “is”—alive and active in the world. 

• Walking in daily communion with Him through prayer and 

Scripture. 

• Setting our priorities on eternal rewards, not temporary 

pleasures. 

Faith sees death not as an end but as a beginning. For believers, 

death is a victory, a transition to the promises awaiting us in eternity. 

Verses 20-22 -Faith Trusts the Promises of God  

In these verses the writer of Hebrews highlights the patriarchs: 

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Each one demonstrates faith rooted in the 

promises of God. 

1. Isaac (v. 20) "By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on 

Jacob and Esau." Despite the complexities of his family 
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dynamics, Isaac’s faith lay in God’s covenantal promise. 

His blessing acknowledged the continuity of God’s plan, 

even when circumstances seemed less than ideal. Isaac’s 

example teaches us to trust God’s purposes even when they 

surpass our understanding. 

2. Jacob (v. 21) "By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of 

the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his 

staff." Jacob, once a deceiver, ends his life worshiping God 

and pronouncing blessings that align with God’s 

redemptive plan. His faith shows us that God’s grace 

transforms lives, enabling us to finish well. 

3. Joseph (v. 22) "By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made 

mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions 

concerning his bones." Joseph’s faith extended beyond his 

lifetime. He believed in God’s promise to deliver Israel 

from Egypt and sought to be part of that future redemption. 

His example reminds us to live with an eternal perspective, 

trusting in God’s promises even when fulfillment seems far 

off. 

Verses 23-31 - Faith Acts in Obedience to God  

Faith does not remain passive; it takes action, often in bold 

defiance of worldly powers and expectations. 

1. Moses’ Parents (v. 23) "By faith Moses, when he was born, 

was hidden for three months by his parents because they saw 

that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the 

king’s edict." Amram and Jochebed’s courage stemmed from 

their faith in God rather than fear of Pharaoh. They trusted 

God’s providence and refused to bow to tyranny. 
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2. Moses (vv. 24-28) Moses’ faith is characterized by decisive 

choices: 

a) Refusing worldly privilege (v. 24-25): Moses 

chose to identify with God’s people rather than 

enjoy the fleeting pleasures of Egypt. His decision 

underscores the cost of discipleship. 

b) Trusting in God’s reward (v. 26): Moses’ gaze 

was fixed on "the reproach of Christ," valuing 

eternal treasures over earthly wealth. 

c) Obeying God’s commands (v. 27-28): Moses led 

the Israelites out of Egypt and instituted the 

Passover, demonstrating faith in God’s deliverance 

and judgment. 

3. The Israelites (v. 29) "By faith the people crossed the Red 

Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted 

to do the same, were drowned." This dramatic act of 

collective faith shows the power of trusting God’s 

deliverance, even when faced with impossible odds. 

4. Rahab (v. 31) "By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 

with those who were disobedient, because she had given a 

friendly welcome to the spies." Rahab’s story is a stunning 

example of God’s grace. A Gentile and a woman with a 

troubled past, she demonstrated saving faith by aligning 

herself with God’s purposes. Her faith highlights God’s 

power to redeem anyone who turns to Him. 

Verses 32-38 - Faith Perseveres Through Trials  

This section shifts from specific individuals to a broader overview 

of faith’s triumph and endurance. It describes both remarkable 
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victories and profound suffering, demonstrating that faith’s value is 

not measured by earthly success but by steadfastness in God. 

1. Triumphs of Faith (vv. 32-35a) The writer mentions 

figures like Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 

Samuel, and the prophets. Their faith enabled them to: 

a) Conquer kingdoms and administer justice. 

b) Shut the mouths of lions and quench fiery flames. 

c) Escape the sword and experience resurrection. 

These triumphs illustrate God’s power to work mightily through 

those who trust Him. 

2. Sufferings of Faith (vv. 35b-38) "Others were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a 

better life." Faith does not always lead to deliverance in this 

life. Some endured: 

a) Mocking, flogging, imprisonment, and stoning. 

b) Being destitute, afflicted, and mistreated. 

These saints embraced suffering, knowing that God’s eternal 

promises outweighed temporal pain. Their lives challenge us to 

maintain faithfulness, even when obedience costs everything. 

This section reminds us that faith is not always glamorous. While 

many of the Old Testament heroes experienced victories, others 

endured severe trials. Their faith did not exempt them from 

suffering, but it gave them the strength to persevere. They looked 

beyond the temporary and focused on the eternal reward that 

awaited them. 



90 
 

Think of a runner in a race who faces obstacles along the track. The 

runner’s focus is not on the obstacles, but on the finish line. 

Similarly, the heroes of faith endured hardships because they looked 

forward to a future reward that was promised by God. 

Faith isn’t always about immediate success. Sometimes, it involves 

enduring hardship and trusting God in the midst of suffering. If you 

are facing trials, remember that faith gives you the endurance to 

keep going, knowing that the prize is worth the cost. 

Verses 39-40 - Faith’s Fulfillment  

As we reach the end of this powerful chapter the writer brings it to 

a conclusion summing up his entire argument in verses 39 and 40. 

He has just finished taking us on a tour through the Hall of Faith 

made up of the lives of many Old Testament saints, learning from 

their examples of what faith lived out looks like.  

The writer began this tour after his fourth warning to the church.  

The warning of “shrinking back” and explaining the consequences.  

Specifically, he was concerned about Christians who step back from 

living with eyes for eternity in a vain attempt to preserve something 

about their earthly lives. 

In his day, the Church suffered great persecution, and he was greatly 

concerned believers were going to return to Judaism, which was a 

relatively safe practice in the Roman Empire.  The consequence 

could be devasting because they were sacrificing eternal, Heavenly 

reward for the sake of a passing, earthly gain. 

So, to inspire his audience to live out their witness, even in the face 

of trials and persecutions, the writer presented example after 

example of OT saints who willingly accepted trials, deprivation, and 

persecution for the opportunity to please the Lord. 
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Now in these last two verses, he ends with a conclusion that sums 

up his entire argument.  The writer says all these saints gained God’s 

approval by living out their faith and they lived in this way, despite 

never seeing the full measure of their reward on earth. 

Notice in v.40, the writer explains part of the reason for the  delay 

in their rewards.  He says it was because God had something better 

for us.  God’s plan is to provide the inheritance to the saints all at 

once.  All saints throughout history will enter in the glory of the 

Kingdom together and together, we will all receive our respective 

share of Christ’s inheritance.  

How glorious it will be to see all the saints marching in together into 

the Kingdom. So, God’s delay in rewarding the saints is part of a 

plan, one intended to bring all God’s children together on an 

appointed day.   

The ultimate fulfillment of the promises was realized in Christ. Jesus 

is the one who brings to completion all that was promised in the Old 

Testament. The heroes of faith in Hebrews 11 were looking forward 

to Christ, and through Him, all of God’s promises are now available 

to believers. 

Imagine an artist working on a masterpiece. The artist may never 

see the finished work, but their faith in the project drives them to 

complete each step, knowing that it will one day be revealed. 

Similarly, the Old Testament heroes trusted that God would finish 

what He started, and in Christ, we see the fulfillment of His 

promises. 

Just as the heroes of faith trusted God for a future promise, we too 

can trust God for the promises that await us. Whether in this life or 

in the next, God will fulfill His word, and we can rest in the 

assurance that He is faithful. 
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Summary 

Hebrews 11 is a call to live by faith—faith that looks beyond the 

present circumstances to the promises of God. It challenges us to 

trust God, obey His word, and act in faith even when the outcome is 

not immediately visible. These heroes of faith from the Old 

Testament provide us with a blueprint for living a life that pleases 

God, one that is marked by trust, obedience, and perseverance. 

As you read Hebrews 11, ask yourself: Where is God calling you to 

live by faith? Are you willing to act on God’s promises, even when 

you can’t see the full picture? Just as these heroes of faith did, you 

can trust that God’s word is reliable and that His promises are sure. 

Ultimately, Hebrews 11 points us to Jesus, the author and perfecter 

of our faith, who made all the promises of God “yes” in Him. As 

you live out your faith, remember that you are part of this grand 

story of faith that spans generations and culminates in Christ. Keep 

your eyes fixed on Him, knowing that faith in Him will bring about 

the fulfillment of all God’s promises, both now and forever. 

As His children, we are all called to testify through a life of patient 

and expectant faith as we await our rewards in Heaven we don’t 

grow faint or weary in the meantime. This is where the writer will 

pick up at the start of the next chapter. 

 

** Faith is the hand that receives from God. ** 

**  Faith is the currency of the Kingdom of God. ** 

** Faith sees the invisible, believes the unbelievable,  

and receives the impossible. ** 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What is faith? 

 Why was Abel’s sacrifice better than that of Cain? 

Because of Abel’s faith, what kind of man did God consider Abel 

to be? 

How did people of the Old Testament please God? 

What two facts must the individual believe who wishes to 

approach God? 

God viewed Noah as a righteous man. Because of Noah’s 

righteousness, the Lord warned him of the flood to come. What 

emotion caused Noah to prepare an ark, when there was no visible 

evidence that a flood was coming? 

What aspects of faith did Abraham demonstrate when he left Ur of 

the Chaldees and began his journey, not knowing where he was 

going? 

Abraham and Sarah were elderly. How were they able to conceive 

Isaac? 

What has God prepared for the people who are desiring and 

looking for a heavenly world? 

What did Abraham believe that God would do in order to keep His 

promise concerning Isaac? 

What was true of the faith of many of the saints and prophets? 

Why have they not been given the promise? 
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Chapter 12 
Running the Race of Faith with Endurance 

Hebrews 12 is a masterpiece of encouragement, instruction, and 

exhortation for believers, urging us to persevere in our journey of 

faith. Building on the “Hall of Faith” in chapter 11, the author now 

focuses on the practical implications of living by faith. This chapter 

reminds us that faith is not just an abstract concept but an active 

pursuit of God’s calling, often through trials and discipline. Drawing 

on vivid imagery, theological depth, and pastoral concern, calling 

believers to endure the challenges of the Christian life with their 

eyes fixed on Jesus. Let’s explore its meaning with key subtitles. 

Verses 1–3: Running the Race of Faith  

The chapter begins with a powerful metaphor: life as a race. 

Building on the examples of faith from chapter 11, the author calls 

these faithful witnesses a “great cloud” surrounding and cheering us 

on. This race is not a sprint but a marathon requiring endurance, 

focus, and discipline. To run effectively, we must shed anything that 

weighs us down, including sin, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

The term “cloud of witnesses” used here refers to the heroes of faith 

in chapter 11 and more than likely all the saints who have gone on 

before us. They are in the grandstands of heaven cheering us on 

today to run the race God has given each of us. Their lives testify to 

the faithfulness of God, encouraging believers to press on. This 

verse challenges us to: 

• Lay aside every weight: These are not necessarily sinful 

things but distractions that hinder our spiritual progress. 

• Forsake sin: Sin entangles and prevents us from running 

effectively. 

• Run with endurance: The Christian life is a marathon, 

requiring perseverance and commitment. 
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Imagine a runner preparing for a marathon. They wear lightweight 

clothing and discard anything that could slow them down. In the 

same way, believers are encouraged to “throw off” sin and 

distractions that hinder their spiritual progress. 

What is weighing you down in your race of faith? Is it fear, doubt, 

or sin? This passage reminds us to examine our lives, identify 

hindrances, and surrender them to God. 

The key to finishing our race is to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. (v. 

2) Jesus is presented as both the pioneer and the completer of our 

faith. He endured the cross and scorned its shame because of the joy 

set before Him—the joy of redeeming humanity and being glorified 

by the Father. His endurance in suffering is the ultimate example for 

believers. By fixing our eyes on Him, we find the strength to endure. 

We are to make Jesus our example, the model we should follow. (v. 

3)  When we reflect on Christ’s perseverance in the face of suffering 

it motivates us to remain steadfast, especially when faced with 

opposition. 

Fixing our eyes on Jesus helps us persevere. When trials come, focus 

not on the difficulty but on the One who endured the cross for you. 

Ask yourself, “Am I living for the joy set before me, or am I 

distracted by temporary struggles?” 

Verses 4–11: Embracing the Discipline of God  

This section shifts to the theme of discipline, presenting it as 

evidence of God’s love and care for His children. The trials and 

hardships we face are not random; they are tools God uses to shape 

us into His likeness. Discipline may feel painful in the moment, but 

it yields the “peaceful fruit of righteousness” (v. 11). 

Using the analogy of a loving parent, the author argues that 

discipline is a mark of legitimate sonship. Just as a good parent 
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corrects their child for their benefit, so God disciplines His children 

out of love. The purpose of that discipline is 1) to produce holiness 

and 2) to bring forth righteousness (vv. 9-11) God’s discipline is not 

punitive but transformative, shaping us into the image of Christ. 

Think of a sculptor chiseling a block of marble. The hammering and 

chiseling may seem harsh, but the sculptor has a vision of the 

masterpiece being formed. Similarly, God’s discipline shapes us 

into the image of Christ. 

How do you respond to God’s discipline? Instead of resisting or 

resenting it, recognize it as evidence of God’s love. Trust that He is 

working for your good, even when the process is painful. 

Verses 12–17: Strengthening Weakness and Pursuing Holiness  

In light of God’s discipline, believers are encouraged to regain 

their strength and keep moving forward. The imagery of drooping 

hands and weak knees evokes exhaustion, but the author calls us to 

press on with renewed vigor.  

The writer encourages believers to renew their strength and align 

their lives with God’s purposes. Intentional effort and reliance on 

God’s grace are necessary to overcome discouragement. 

Believers are also urged to "strive for peace with everyone, and for 

the holiness without which no one will see the Lord" (v. 14). Peace 

and holiness are not optional for believers. While peace concerns 

our relationships with others, holiness involves our relationship with 

God. Holiness is about being set apart for God’s purposes and living 

in obedience to His will. 

Relational harmony and personal sanctification reflect God’s 

character. Warnings against bitterness and apostasy follow, with 

Esau serving as a sobering example of valuing temporary desires 

over eternal blessings (vv. 15-17). 
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Imagine a runner who stumbles but is helped up by a teammate. 

Together, they continue the race. Similarly, believers are called to 

encourage one another and pursue peace, helping each other toward 

the goal of holiness. 

Are you pursuing peace in your relationships and holiness in your 

walk with God? Consider how your actions and attitudes reflect your 

commitment to living for Him. 

Esau serves as a cautionary tale. (v. 16) He valued immediate 

gratification over his spiritual inheritance, trading his birthright for 

a momentary pleasure. The author warns believers not to follow his 

example of short-sightedness and unholiness. 

Think of someone who squanders their savings on fleeting luxuries 

instead of investing in something lasting. Esau’s mistake was 

prioritizing the temporary over the eternal. 

Are there areas in your life where you are tempted to trade long-term 

blessings for short-term satisfaction? This passage challenges us to 

value what God offers over fleeting pleasures. 

 

Verses 18–24: The Contrast Between Two Mountains  

The chapter culminates in a striking contrast between Mount Sinai 

and Mount Zion. Mount Sinai, where the law was given, represents 

fear and separation from God. In contrast, Mount Zion symbolizes 

joy, festivity, and communion: "You have come to Mount Zion, the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem" (v. 22). 

Under the New Covenant, believers approach God with confidence, 

knowing that Jesus has mediated a better relationship. This section 

highlights the incredible privilege of belonging to God’s eternal 

kingdom. 
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Believers are part of God’s eternal kingdom, which stands firm 

despite worldly upheaval, it is an “unshakable kingdom”.  

Everything around us may be shaking but if we are established in 

his kingdom we will not be shaken.  

Imagine receiving an exclusive invitation to a royal palace. Mount 

Zion is a spiritual “palace,” open to all who come to God through 

Christ. 

Do you approach God with confidence, or are you stuck in fear and 

guilt? This passage reminds us to embrace the freedom and joy of 

the New Covenant. 

Verses 25–29: A Final Warning and Call to Worship  

The chapter closes with a solemn warning against rejecting God’s 

voice. If those who rejected Him at Sinai faced judgment, how much 

more serious is it to reject Him under the New Covenant? The author 

reminds us that God will one day shake the heavens and the earth, 

removing all that is temporary and leaving only what is eternal. So, 

how should we respond?  The writer says that – Worship! This is 

the proper response to God’s holiness and grace.  (v. 28) 

This final exhortation calls believers to worship God with reverence 

and awe, recognizing His holiness and the unshakable nature of His 

kingdom. 

Picture a sturdy lighthouse standing firm in the midst of a raging 

storm. God’s kingdom is like that lighthouse—unshakable and 

eternal. 

Are you living with gratitude for the unshakable kingdom of God? 

This passage encourages us to respond to God’s grace with 

reverent worship and unwavering faith. 

 



99 
 

Summary 

Hebrews 12 is a call to action, perseverance, and reverence. It 

challenges believers to endure hardships as discipline, pursue peace 

and holiness, and worship God with grateful hearts. Through vivid 

metaphors and historical examples, the chapter equips us to run the 

race of faith with our eyes fixed on Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith. 

Application for Today: 

• Lay aside anything that hinders your spiritual progress. 

• Embrace God’s discipline as evidence of His love. 

• Pursue peace and holiness in every area of your life. 

• Live with gratitude and reverence, knowing that you belong 

to an unshakable kingdom. 

May we run this race with endurance, trusting in the God who is 

both our source and our destination. 

 

** Keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author, founder, beginning 

of and the finisher, perfector, completion of our faith. ** 

** I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, 

I will not be shaken. ** 

** So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. ** 

** Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I 

press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 

me heavenward in Christ Jesus. ** 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

What people make up the cloud of witnesses that is surrounding 

each Christian today? 

To whom should we be looking every moment? 

By what means was Jesus able to endure the cross, despising the 

shame? 

Where is the Lord Jesus now? 

What did Jesus endure from sinners? 

How is the Christian to regard chastening (discipline)? 

Why does God discipline us? 

What are we to do when we feel weak and discouraged? 

Of what is Esau an example? 

Of what does the blood of Jesus speak? 

Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, what 

should we do? 
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CHAPTER 13  

Practical Exhortations for Christian Living   

Introduction 

As we approach the final chapter of Hebrews, the writer provides a 

series of practical exhortations—guidelines for living out the charge 

given in Hebrews 12:28-29. These instructions emphasize living a 

life of gratitude and service to God, echoing Paul’s call in Romans 

12:1 to present our lives as “a living and holy sacrifice.” 

Throughout Scripture, believers are reminded that their relationship 

with Christ comes with responsibilities. The Greek term doulos 

(slave) captures the essence of this commitment: Christ is our 

Master, and our lives are devoted to serving Him. Thankfully, His 

burden is light, and obedience brings joy. Still, there are expectations 

for how we live—standards by which we will one day be judged. 

Hebrews 13 is a vital chapter, offering us a framework for these 

expectations. It’s a chapter to study, reflect upon, and allow to shape 

our lives so that we may please the Lord. Let’s dive into the writer’s 

exhortations. 

Verses 1–2: A Call to Love 

Hebrews 13 opens with a simple yet profound instruction: “Let 

brotherly love continue.” This sets the tone for the entire chapter. 

The love among believers—referred to here with the Greek word 

Philadelphia (brotherly love)—is meant to reflect Christ’s 

sacrificial love. This love isn’t just about affection or friendship; it’s 

about selfless action and service. 

When we love one another within the Church, we are, in essence, 

serving Christ Himself. The writer emphasizes the need to continue 

this love, reminding us that it was foundational to the early Church 
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and must remain a priority today. Our success as a church isn’t 

measured by programs, growth, or influence but by how well we 

demonstrate Christ’s love—first to each other and then to the world. 

The writer then extends this love beyond the church walls: “Do not 

neglect to show hospitality to strangers.” (vs. 2) The Greek term 

philoxenia—literally “love of strangers”—points to acts of kindness 

and generosity toward those we don’t know. In the writer’s cultural 

context, this often meant opening one’s home to travelers, a practice 

that carried both honor and risk, particularly in a time of growing 

persecution against Christians. 

Faithful Hospitality Despite Persecution 

The early Church faced increasing hostility, especially from Jewish 

believers. As a result, some became wary of strangers, fearing spies 

or betrayal. Yet, the writer reminds them—and us—that fear of 

persecution must never override our mission to witness and serve. 

By withdrawing from strangers, the Church risks abdicating its role 

as Christ’s ambassadors. 

Persecution is part of the Christian journey. Jesus Himself warned 

us of this reality, but He also promised great rewards for those who 

endure hardship for His name’s sake (Matthew 5:11-12). Our task is 

not to retreat from the world but to engage with it boldly, trusting 

God to use our sacrifices for His glory. 

Verses 3–6: Living as the Body of Christ 

The writer encourages the church to remember prisoners and those 

mistreated, referring to believers suffering for their faith. When one 

member of the Body of Christ suffers, all members share in that 

suffering, as Paul emphasizes in 1 Corinthians 12:26: “If one 

member suffers, all suffer together.” 
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Our response should be personal and proactive: 

• Pray for and with those in distress. 

• Visit and comfort them, assuring them they are not alone. 

• Provide strength and encouragement so their witness 

remains steadfast, and their eternal reward is secure. 

The writer then stresses sexual purity as essential to serving God. 

Marriage, described as "precious" (Greek: timios), must be 

cherished by all—married and unmarried alike. Married couples 

honor God by remaining faithful, while singles honor Him through 

purity until marriage. Christians must respect others' marriages, 

avoiding adultery and refraining from any sexual activity outside 

marriage, including fornication or pornography. 

In a culture that trivializes marriage, the church must live out God's 

design for it. Hypocrisy—such as condemning others' sins while 

living in sexual immorality ourselves—damages our witness and 

invites God's judgment. 

The call to contentment follows, urging believers to avoid 

covetousness. Coveting isn’t just envy; it’s any sinful desire for 

more when we already have enough. Instead, the writer reminds us 

of God's promise in Deuteronomy 31:6: “He will never leave you 

nor forsake you.” 

God provides adequately for our needs, and our response should be 

gratitude and trust. Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:31–33 call us to seek 

His kingdom first, not the fleeting promises of material gain. The 

issue isn’t wealth itself but the focus of our hearts. Are we 

prioritizing God or the world? 
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Verses 7–9: Imitating Faithful Leaders 

The writer shifts focus to spiritual leadership, urging readers to 

follow the example of those who lived out their faith. This primarily 

refers to the apostles, who spoke God’s Word and laid the foundation 

for the early church. Their faithful sacrifices produced remarkable 

growth, as seen in the Book of Acts. 

Though we never saw the apostles’ conduct firsthand, their 

teachings remain in the New Testament. Believers are called to study 

their writings, emulate their sacrifices, and align their lives with 

biblical truth. 

The timelessness of God’s Word is underscored in verse 8: “Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” The message 

delivered through the apostles isn’t outdated or irrelevant—it’s 

eternally true because it originates from Christ. Unlike fleeting 

cultural trends, God’s instructions endure, shaping lives and guiding 

His people. 

The writer warns against being swayed by "varied and strange 

teachings." False doctrines, no matter how appealing, lead people 

away from God’s truth. Instead, believers must rest in God’s grace, 

recognizing that their relationship with Him depends on Christ’s 

work, not their own efforts. 

A Warning About Legalism 

The writer specifically addresses dietary restrictions, noting how 

Jewish believers were tempted to return to the Mosaic Law, 

believing it made them holier. However, the writer clarifies that 

spiritual growth comes through grace, not adherence to old laws. 

Some modern believers make the same error, adopting selective 

practices from the Law, thinking they increase holiness. While 
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Christians have the liberty to follow such practices for personal 

reasons, they must avoid giving the impression that these actions are 

necessary for salvation. 

Ironically, those advocating for dietary laws often cite Hebrews 

13:8, claiming Jesus’ unchanging nature means the Law still applies. 

However, this verse refers to Christ’s character, not the continuity of 

Old Testament practices. God’s program evolves across Scripture, 

as seen in the shift from the Law to grace. 

Verses 10–19: Strange Teachings and Sacrifice 

The writer of Hebrews confronts strange teachings that were 

drawing believers away from the sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice. At 

the heart of worship in every covenant has been sacrifice—payment 

for sin, appeasement of God’s wrath, and restoration of fellowship. 

Under the New Covenant, Christ’s sacrifice fulfills these 

requirements perfectly, making additional sacrifices unnecessary. 

Yet, some Judaizers taught that Jewish believers still needed to offer 

animal sacrifices at the temple. This dangerous teaching undermined 

the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice and risked eroding confidence in 

His atonement. The writer counters by highlighting the limitations 

of temple priests, who officiated sacrifices but could not partake in 

the Christian communion meal because they did not believe in 

Christ. 

Christians seeking these priests as intercessors contradicted their 

faith, as the temple sacrifices were mere shadows of the true 

sacrifice—Jesus, crucified outside Jerusalem’s walls, fulfilling the 

Law’s imagery. By returning to the temple, believers risked 

declaring to the world that Christ’s sacrifice was insufficient, 

tarnishing their witness and embracing legalism over grace. 
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The writer urges believers to embrace their role as living sacrifices, 

offering praise, doing good, and sharing with others. Sacrificial 

praise may invite persecution, but it is the kind God accepts. Living 

with “eyes for eternity” enables believers to prioritize the eternal 

Heavenly city over the fleeting rituals and structures of this world. 

Verses 17: Obedience and Submission to Leadership 

The Church is not a democracy but a Christ-led body with appointed 

leaders. Scripture outlines two roles: elders (or overseers), who 

govern and shepherd the Church, and deacons, who serve under 

elders by handling practical responsibilities. 

Believers are called to obey and submit to their leaders, 

demonstrating a heart of obedience through outward submission. 

True submission is tested when we disagree yet choose to support 

church decisions, provided they align with God’s Word. Leaders 

must never coerce submission, as it is a personal choice. 

Why submit? Church leaders watch over our souls, offering counsel, 

correction, and wisdom. Their guidance protects us spiritually, and 

our obedience brings eternal profit. Just as children benefit from 

godly parents, believers profit from wise elders. 

The writer also emphasizes the importance of praying for leaders. 

Pray they maintain integrity, godliness, and a good conscience, for 

the enemy seeks to discredit them. Godly leaders are essential for a 

thriving Church, and our prayers support their mission and 

character. 

Verses 20–25: Christ, Our Great Shepherd 

The letter concludes by reminding us that earthly leaders are 

temporary shepherds under Christ, the Great Shepherd who saved 
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us by His blood. How much devotion do we owe to the One who 

sacrificed everything for us? The answer is everything. 

Christ not only saves but also equips us to serve Him. Through His 

eternal covenant, He perfects our works, enabling us to fulfill His 

will. The writer’s prayer is that God’s grace would sustain believers, 

empowering them to honor Christ with their lives. 

In a final note, the writer, likely imprisoned, expresses his longing 

to rejoin the Church, underscoring his selfless concern for their 

faithfulness despite his suffering. This sacrificial leadership reflects 

the kind of service we should emulate—selfless, enduring, and 

rooted in Christ’s example. 

Summary 

Hebrews 13 challenges us to reflect Christ’s love in tangible ways, 

both within the Body of Christ and toward the world. The chapter 

begins with an instruction to love and continues to illustrate what 

love looks like: self-sacrifice, hospitality, and a commitment to 

serve others despite opposition. 

As we seek to live out these exhortations, let us remember that we 

serve a faithful God who works through our obedience. Whether 

through small acts of kindness or significant sacrifices, our 

willingness to love can have an eternal impact. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

What have some hospitable people done without being aware of it? 

What attitude should we have toward prisoners, and those who are 

being treated badly for the Kingdom of God’s sake? 

What is to be our attitude toward marriage? 

From what should our life be free? 

What can we state boldly? 

What attitude should we take toward our leaders who have spoken 

to us the Word of God? 

What kind of sacrifice are we to be offering? 

What are we to continue doing? 

Why must we obey the leadership in the churches? 

What is unique about the new covenant? 

What does the writer beseech the saints to do? 

Who had recently been released from prison? 
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Conclusion 

As we conclude our journey through the Book of Hebrews, I hope 

you’ve gained a deeper understanding of the rich truths contained in 

its pages. Hebrews invites us to fix our eyes on Jesus—the Author 

and Perfecter of our faith—who has secured for us a better covenant 

through His life, death, resurrection, and ascension. This book 

serves as a profound reminder that Jesus is greater than all, fulfilling 

the law and offering us eternal access to the throne of grace. 

Hebrews challenges us to walk in faith, endure through trials, and 

hold fast to the hope we have in Christ. It’s a call to live out the 

abundant life Jesus came to give, empowered by His Spirit and 

anchored in His promises. 

As you continue to meditate on this book, let its truth transform you. 

Let the assurance of Christ’s finished work embolden your faith, 

inspire your obedience, and deepen your relationship with God. 

Whatever challenges you may face, remember that Jesus, your Great 

High Priest, intercedes for you and strengthens you for the race 

ahead. 

Let’s close with a prayer of blessing: 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the incredible truths revealed in the 

Book of Hebrews. Thank You for sending Jesus, the ultimate 

sacrifice, the mediator of a new covenant, and the hope of our 

salvation. I pray for each reader that Your Word will take root in 

their hearts and bear fruit in their lives. May they grow in faith, 

endure in hope, and overflow with love as they follow You. 
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Bless them with wisdom and strength to navigate life’s challenges, 

with joy in their journey, and with peace that surpasses 

understanding. May Your presence go before them, Your Spirit 

guide them, and Your grace sustain them each day. In the mighty 

name of Jesus, I pray. Amen. 

As you move forward, remember that you are deeply loved by God 

and equipped for every good work. Continue to draw near to Him, 

knowing that He is faithful. Be encouraged and strengthened, for 

He who promised is faithful. 
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Book of Hebrews Chapter Summaries 

Chapter 1: The Supremacy of Jesus Christ 

The Book opens with a powerful declaration of Jesus’ preeminence. 

The author (unnamed but attributed to the apostle Paul) establishes 

Jesus’ superiority over angels, highlighting his unique role as God’s 

Son, heir of all creation, and the one who upholds the universe by 

the word of his power. Through extensive quotations from the Old 

Testament, the author demonstrates Jesus’ divine nature, eternal 

existence, and his role as the one through whom God spoke to 

humanity. 

Chapter 2: A Warning Against Neglecting Salvation 

Building on the foundation laid in the first chapter, Hebrews 2 

delivers a strong warning against neglecting the message of 

salvation brought by Jesus. The author emphasizes the message’s 

unparalleled significance, highlighting its superiority to the Law 

given through Moses. Vivid illustrations are used to convey the 

severity of neglecting this message, drawing a parallel between 

disobeying the spoken word of angels and disregarding the salvation 

offered through Jesus, whose word carries far greater weight. 

Chapter 3: Superior to Moses 

Shifting the focus from the message itself to the one who delivers it, 

Hebrews 3 portrays Jesus as the ultimate and faithful High Priest 

who intercedes for believers before God. The chapter carefully 

compares Jesus to Moses, highlighting Jesus’ faithfulness and his 

position as the Son over whom the house of God has been 

established. This comparison serves as a foundation for the ongoing 

exhortation to hold fast to the confession of faith and the hope that 

comes with it. 
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Chapter 4: Entering God’s Rest 

This chapter delves deeper into the concept of faith, using the 

Israelites’ journey to the promised land as an analogy. The author 

emphasizes that while the Israelites failed to enter the promised land 

due to their unbelief and disobedience, there remains a “sabbath 

rest” for the people of God, accessible through faith in Jesus. This 

concept of entering God’s rest signifies a place of peace and security 

found in trusting God’s promises and surrendering control. The 

chapter concludes with a powerful reminder of the enduring power 

and penetrating nature of God’s word. 

Chapter 5: The Melchizedekian Priesthood 

Introducing a new concept, Hebrews 5 presents Melchizedek, a 

priest-king who received tithes from Abraham. The author draws a 

parallel between Melchizedek’s priesthood and that of Jesus, 

highlighting the unique characteristics of both figures. Unlike the 

Levitical priests who descended from Aaron, Melchizedek’s 

priesthood has no beginning or end, making him a type of Christ, 

the eternal High Priest. This chapter lays the groundwork for 

understanding Jesus’ superior priesthood, which offers a more 

perfect and enduring sacrifice compared to the temporary offerings 

of the Old Covenant. 

Chapter 6: The Danger of Apostasy and Perseverance 

This chapter warns against the risk of falling away from faith 

(apostasy). It uses the example of land that receives rain but fails to 

produce fruit, highlighting the danger of receiving God’s word yet 

failing to bear the fruit of faith and good works. The author 

emphasizes the importance of perseverance and holding fast to the 

hope of the gospel, urging readers to imitate the examples of faithful 

figures like Abraham who received the promises through faith and 

patience. 
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Chapter 7: The Superiority of Christ’s Priesthood 

Shifting back to the theme of priesthood, this chapter delves deeper 

into the comparison between the Levitical priesthood and the 

priesthood of Jesus. The author highlights the uniqueness of 

Melchizedek, a priest-king who received tithes from Abraham. 

Drawing parallels between Melchizedek and Jesus, the chapter 

emphasizes the unchanging and superior nature of Jesus’ priesthood. 

This reinforces the point that Jesus offers a more perfect and 

permanent sacrifice compared to the temporary offerings of the Old 

Covenant. 

 

Chapter 8: The New Covenant and its Mediator 

Building on the concept of Jesus’ superior priesthood, this chapter 

introduces the idea of the New Covenant. The author argues that the 

Old Covenant, with its laws and regulations, was inadequate and 

eventually became obsolete. However, God has established a new 

and better covenant through Jesus, characterized by forgiveness, 

inward transformation, and the placing of his laws in the hearts of 

believers. 

 

Chapter 9: The Superior Sacrifice of Christ 

This chapter delves into the sacrificial system of the Old Covenant 

and compares it to the sacrifice of Jesus. The author draws parallels 

between the animal sacrifices offered by the priests and the once-

and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. The emphasis is placed on 

the effectiveness of Jesus’ blood in cleansing sins and its superiority 

to the temporary cleansing offered by the blood of animals. 
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Chapter 10: Faith and the Completion of Christ’s Work 

Continuing the theme of sacrifice, this chapter reiterates the 

completeness of Christ’s offering. The author emphasizes that 

believers do not need to repeat sacrifices as they were in the Old 

Covenant because Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient once and for all. 

The chapter concludes with a call to hold fast to faith, demonstrating 

it through active participation in worship, encouraging others, and 

remaining steadfast in the face of trials. 

 

Chapter 11: A Hall of Faith 

This chapter celebrates the power of faith by presenting a “Hall of 

Faith.” It showcases individuals from the Old Testament who serve 

as exemplary models of faith, trust, and obedience to God. The 

chapter highlights their unwavering belief despite facing challenges 

and difficulties, all through the lens of their trust in God’s promises. 

Examples include Abel, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, and Moses, each 

demonstrating different facets of faithful living. 

 

Chapter 12: Running the Race of Faith with Endurance 

Shifting from historical figures to a more personal and practical 

message, this chapter uses the metaphor of running a race to 

encourage readers in their faith journey. It emphasizes looking to 

Jesus as the ultimate example and source of strength. The chapter 

also acknowledges the challenges and hardships believers may face, 

but it encourages them to persevere and not grow weary or lose 

heart. 
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Chapter 13: Practical Exhortations for Christian Living 

The final chapter of Hebrews concludes with a series of practical 

exhortations for believers, covering various aspects of Christian 

living. It encourages readers to show love and hospitality, remember 

those who are suffering, remain faithful in marriage, avoid the love 

of money, and be content with what they have. 

Additionally, the chapter emphasizes the importance of submitting 

to leaders, remembering those who teach the word of God, and 

living morally pure lives. The Book concludes with a final blessing, 

expressing the hope for God’s grace to be with the readers. 

 

 

“For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you 

nor forsake you.”  So, we may boldly say: “The 

Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man 

do to me?”                                                                     

                                                        Hebrews 13:5-6 

 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.” 

                                              2 Timothy 2:15 
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Prayer of Salvation 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

I come to You in the Name of Jesus. 

Your Word says, “The one who comes to Me I will by no means 

cast out.” (John 6:37) I know You won’t cast me out.  You take me 

in, and I thank You for that. 

You said in Your Word, “Whoever calls on the name of Jesu the 

Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13)  I am calling on Your Name, 

and I know You have saved me. 

You also said, “If we confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 

believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, your 

will be saved. For with the heart, one believes unto righteousness, 

and we the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Rom. 10:9-

10)  I believe in my heart Jesus is the Son of God.  I believe He 

was raised from the dead for my justification.  I confess Him as 

Lord. 

Because Your Word says that, “with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness” – and I do believe with my heart – I have now 

become the righteousness of God in Christ (2Cor. 5:21).  I am now 

saved! 

Thank Your Lord! 

 

Signed _______________________________________________ 

Date _________________________________________________ 

 



117 
 

 

 

 

If you prayed that prayer or have more questions go to my website 

www.bruce-edwards.com 

where you will find more information and resources to help 

develop your faith. 

I especially recommend you download my free e-book “What’s 

Next”. You will find the download link under the “Free Book” tab 

on the top menu. 

Congratulations and God bless! 

Pastor Bruce 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bruce-edwards.com/
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