Covenant Call — July 2026

A Letter from Caitlin
Beloveds,

During the month of June the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) focuses on the gospel
of Matthew’s stories of discipleship. We often follow the RCL at Covenant because as a
new pastor (yes, I'm still claiming that I'm “new!”) | find it helpful to have texts to draw
from each week. There’s also a plethora of resources available that follow the RCL.

Anyway, because the RCL focused on discipleship in June, we did too. Funnily enough,
the colliding of plans and scriptures wasn't intentional but happened organically --- or
it happened because God works in mysterious ways, perhaps?
¢ We began June with Young Disciples Sunday where our kids led us through all
parts of worship. They acted out the story of lost sheep that Jesus finds.
e Then we moved to studying discipleship through the lens of outreach.
Discipleship is meeting people where they are.
¢ Kent and Anita from EIPC passed out Bagels & Blessings at the Courthouse
Metro station during the morning commute hour.
¢ On the third Sunday of June we praised God in the park alongside our
Episcopalian siblings from St. Mary’s.
¢ To close out the month of June we had Live Music in the Lot and the next
morning we met up for Early Bird Fellowship which is our 4th Sunday
morning walking group. During worship we focused on Christ’s radical
hospitality and how we can welcome, be hospitable, and receive folks that
they might find a place of belonging with/at Covenant.

Covenant is out in the world meeting people where they are. Covenant is showing up
in new places at new times. Covenant is flexing, adapting, and finding new ways to do
the work of discipleship — the work of discipleship that has always grounded us.

We don’t always know where God is calling, or when God is calling, or how God is
calling, but we trust that if we keep showing up, dots will connect. During this month
of July I'm eager to see how the seeds we’ve planted might start to sprout — whether
it’s with worship visitors or more folks at our walking group or folks talking about us as
they eat their bagel on their commute. Covenant is following God’s call, discerning who
we are right now, and how to continue to do the work of discipleship. I'm grateful to
be discipling alongside y’all.

Summer Blessings,
Caitlin

Table of
Contents

*A Letter from Caitlin
(pg.1)
*Discipleship Photos

(pg.2)
*Summer Worship

(pg.3)

*Staff Vacations
(pg.3)

*Summer Book Study
(pg.4)

*Live in the Lot!
(pg. 4)

*Blood Drive (pg.5)
*Walking Group
(pg.5)

*QOutreach Corner
(pg.6)
*July/August
Birthdays (pg.6)
*Upcoming Events

(pg.7)
*Connect with
Covenant (pg.8)

P.S. Take some time to peruse our website and share it with friends and neighbors --- we're aiming
to ensure that our Facebook, website, and our church building entrances represent who are are

right now.

https://covenantchurcharlington.org/ | https://www.facebook.com/CovenantArlington



https://covenantchurcharlington.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CovenantArlington
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Discipleship Photo Gallery
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Covenant 10:00am Summer Worship! *

Ssummer
Worship

Sunday, July 5th - Worship w/EIPC led by Shani Mcllwain w/EIPC @ 10am in Sanctuary
Sunday, July 12th - Worship @ 10am in Sanctuary

Sunday, July 19th - Praise in the Park around 10:15/10:30am with St. Mary's Episcopal

Church @ Zachary Taylor Park --- we'll engage in a new way of doing church on Sunday
morning, perhaps giving us an idea of what doing church outreach could look like for Covenant
Sunday, July 26th - Worship @ 10am in Sanctuary

Sunday, August 2nd - Worship w/Communion & EIPC @ 10am in Sanctuary

Sunday, August 9th - Worship led by laity @ 10am in Sanctuary

Sunday, August 16th - Worship led by guest preacher @ 10am in Sanctuary

Sunday, August 23rd - Worship led by Kent Hamaker featuring Spiritual Practices @ 10am in
Sanctuary

Sunday, August 30th - Worship led by Music McMahan featuring a Hymn Sing @ 10am in
Sanctuary

* Always on Zoom as well

PEeeP

Caitlin and Kent on Vacation

Both Caitlin and Kent will be on vacation in July. Caitlin will be out of the office from July 1-July
6. Kent will be out of the office July 2-7.
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Summer Book Study
The Covenant Summer Book Study will be 4 weeks of one-hour sessions discussing a book soon
TBA. We will meet via Zoom on Tuesday at 10am (normal bible study time) on July 21, 28,

August 11, and 18. Three books are on the voting block:

The Remarkable Ordinary, by Fredrick Beuchner

A'is for Alabaster, by Anna Carter Florence

Accidental Saints, by Nadia Bolz-Weber (spicy language warning on this one!)

Please let Kent know which book you would like to read
(DirectorEducation.Covenant@gmail.com). The one with the most votes wins! Voting ends on
Thursday, July 9t.

999
Karen Collins & The Backroads Band Live in the Lot!

Church of the Covenant
Presents:
Live Music
and Saturday, July 25th
Family Fun! 5:00 pm
Featuring:

Karen Collins
& The
Backroads

Games &

Refreshments
2666 Military Rd
Arlington, VA 22101

Join us in the parking lot for our summer series concerts and family fun! On Saturday, July 25th at
5pm we welcome Karen Collins & The Backroads Band. Enjoy an hour of authentic, classic
bluegrass! Refreshments and games provided for the entire family. There is no cost for these
summer concerts; just come and enjoy! If raining, we will be in the Fellowship Hall. See you here!


https://www.amazon.com/Remarkable-Ordinary-Stop-Look-Listen/dp/0310351901/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2QPMRI897OH9Z&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.zklfg1dKTbZHifyAh9B6ZgxwvOu00ehveM688v2eBx2mmL3yF04WDFQykK89MgnTLDgmgCgtC9XmN30EA4-O5cDepeE_RivtZlruC0wcrt4KceG_euvSWJtZTe6GcHdwzYfQGL3R151JrPKNQSCPE_keo_AMiCskXuHGNBibwicjuUW5M6v0EH3g6DxzTN6ym97-xm0zY1AQ0Tu8xJoI5nJZr347E9oxU8MCFfq1lpka8nUC-mFlnlv7uQljxqargOPPvgIwLufH9ebZ1Xc7-7K0bCGz7GvmoT0svCdML1w.lKT3osIM8NpoHzI66wWoXt0bevRBdhTCIO0aSh5AkWo&dib_tag=se&keywords=frederick+buechner+books&qid=1781792683&sprefix=fredrick+beu%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Alabaster-52-Reflections-Stories-Scripture/dp/0664261485/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1FPJ0QT2EF206&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Tmmogy6StL9MDLBy-2ocGWo6MMmh5qzEruyXle7apKfK_Io0ZesXwtl7yHHJux9LYiJTn51c4utfYQrmrk1Mon-QvjLmOrHGPWJRfYShRxr_mtSR03NI65gK8sXNuZWMz8pSNrtwjEftK0XSUnZM_66CZoDnpbsp3HJrSWAp_3xn8dUQyhg__m5IhsItP5Ebt6p70Yx9ZthcyrzNwGYjpdOWx5Dj4bLjh_RVDRahFk4.s0YmHVPiqflZzIbBEJBy_s1QWA_0d6lZfRwsGfuMz0A&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+is+for+alabaster&qid=1781792775&sprefix=a+is+for+alabas%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Accidental-Saints-Finding-Wrong-People/dp/1601427565/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2RCX4WQMOT6OQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.B12J9MiafIIxF-jzoRzV0ljqtKBEY-AIYlWbtNPFOHhb9Fs7fdx6SbpYVjVZzbzpgN78Sic1EevXND30g-7Pjh-u9tIP0sit8LSbiKWU-oS12WkAYtaZOp0UTpsnZj33nB3BKl94Nmiiwq5p1eZh5GhgQgfbnhu_ejn4N97lzEpNpTjuiVD9J4lhapRvCmr1hKTyAyc4Xz7YCRZP8S12YJogeIFg9o1T0_13oYfkuJU.ILE-l-m575Thtw-mcDfhnwFf9NPvZdaekzmuq-51VoY&dib_tag=se&keywords=nadia+bolz+weber+books&qid=1781792818&sprefix=nadia+bol%2Caps%2C106&sr=8-2
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Red Cross Blood Drive

Covenant is partnering with the Red Cross for a blood drive in October. In order to make that
happen we need a critical mass of at least 30 donors ASAP. Please let Kent know if you are

interested, and reach out to your friends and neighbors to see if they might be interested as
well.

American
Red Cross

BLOOD | @
DRIVE L
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Walking Group

July’s Early Bird Fellowship Walking Group is on July 26™ at 8:00 am at Potomac Overlook Park.

Come and enjoy a relaxing walk in a beautiful Arlington park. Bring a friend as well! We hope to
see you on the morning of July 26%™.

Walking Group

4" Sundays @ 8 am
Potomac Overlook Regional Park
Playground

Meet new people & enjoy
the outdoors.

Everyone welcome - bring a friend!

Connection. Community. Calm vibes.

Hosted by Church of the Covenant
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Outreach Corner

Covenant will be participating in a Back to School Drive

it A for Bridges to Independence (BTI) from August 1° until
Roene August 16%™. BTl is collecting school supplies so that every
SEHACRE Arlington county child walks into their classroom on the
== OOL DRIVE first day of school feeling prepared, confident, and
ROP OFF AT Kcratble . . e e . . .
sosanr PARKOUR excited to learn. BTl will be joining us during worship on

ARLINGTON VA 22206

July 26™ to tell us more about their mission and give us
details on the Back to School Drive. Let’s help ensure that
Arlington County students have the tools they need to succeed from day one of the 26-27
school year.

(T
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We’re glad you were born! Covenant sends Happy Birthday wishes to:

July 03 — Mary Gibson August 04 — Lola Rogers

July 08 — Dick Ensor August 05 — Gloria Hurdle
July 09 — John Trible August 05 — Nora Tyagi (2017)
July 18 — Rob Uemura August 07 — Lea Stec

July 19 — Lillian Pinkerton (2021) August 09 — Laura Orvald

July 20 — Morgan Reid (2012) August 13 — Paul Vogel

July 24 — Kent Hamaker
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Upcoming Events at Covenant

Sandwich Ministry: Sunday, July 5th; 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall.
Staff on Retreat (out of office): Wednesday, July 15th at 10:00 am — 3:00 pm.
Live in the Lot Concert: Karen Collins and the Backroads Band; Saturday, July 25% at 5:00 pm.

Walking Group: Sunday, July 26th; 8:00 am at Potomac Overlook Park.
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Connect With Covenant

YO u Tu he https://www.youtube.com/@churchofthecovenantarlingtonva

ﬁhttps://www.facebook.com/CovenantArIington

Weekly Zoom Devotional; Thursdays @ 12:00 pm:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81145588523?pwd=mk9SSHeaz8cApcDQyzpPSKYEJBtRKG.1

Church Zoom link:
https://cofc.zoom.us/j/86035210161?pwd=dUQ2Y2VwdThDUWVVT3B6VGFZQIdGQT09

A

CHURCH OF THE
COVENANT

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu (u.5.8.)
ARLINGTON, VA

Church of the Covenant 2666 Military Road Arlington VA, 22207
Phone: 703-524-4115
Email: thechurchofthecovenant@gmail.com
https://www.covenantchurcharlington.org/
*Office Hours: Tues, Weds, Thurs: 10am-3:00pm
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