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Who this policy is for
This policy is for all staff, leaders, practitioners, students, volunteers and parents/carers at Little Roos Nursery and Forest Pre-School. It explains how we support children’s learning and development in line with the EYFS, including children with SEND, disadvantaged children, and children learning English as an additional language.
1. Policy Statement
At Little Roos Nursery and Pre Forest School, we are committed to providing a high‑quality, inclusive, play‑based curriculum that supports all children to learn, develop and thrive.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework for group and school‑based providers, ensuring that every child receives the best possible start in life and is supported to reach their full potential, while being prepared for future learning and school readiness. 
Our curriculum is enriched through regular Forest School and outdoor learning experiences, which support children’s physical development, communication skills, emotional wellbeing, confidence and resilience. Learning outdoors enables children to take appropriate risks, develop independence, deepen curiosity, and build a strong connection with the natural environment. These experiences enhance learning across all EYFS areas and promote positive attitudes to learning, self‑regulation and wellbeing.
Our learning and development provision reflects the individual needs, interests and starting points of all children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), disadvantaged children, and those learning English as an additional language (EAL).

2. Aims and Objectives
We aim to:
· Provide a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum aligned with the EYFS
· Promote school readiness through secure foundations in the prime areas
· Support children’s curiosity, independence, confidence and resilience
· Ensure learning is inclusive, accessible and responsive to each child
· Work in partnership with parents and carers to support learning at home
· Meet the expectations of Ofsted inspections and statutory requirements 

3. The EYFS Framework
We deliver learning and development in line with the EYFS statutory framework, which sets standards for children from birth to five years in England. 
The framework is based on four overarching principles:
· Every child is a unique child
· Positive relationships
· Enabling environments
· Learning and development
These principles underpin all practice at Little Roos Nursery and Forest Pre-School.

4. Areas of Learning and Development
We plan and provide opportunities across seven areas of learning, as defined by the EYFS:
Prime Areas
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
These areas are prioritised, especially for our youngest children, as they form the foundation for all future learning. 
Specific Areas
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Arts and Design
Learning across all areas is inter‑connected and delivered through purposeful play, adult‑led and child‑initiated experiences.



5. Our Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact
Intent
Our curriculum is designed to be ambitious and inclusive, promoting secure attachments, communication, physical confidence, emotional wellbeing, and a love of learning in both indoor and outdoor environments.
Implementation
· Learning is delivered through play, exploration and first‑hand experiences
· Adults use skilful interactions, modelling, questioning and language
· The environment is stimulating, accessible and well‑resourced
· Planning is informed by ongoing observation and assessment
· Children have daily access to outdoor learning, including Forest School experiences where appropriate
Impact
Children make good progress from their individual starting points, develop self‑confidence, positive attitudes to learning, and the knowledge and skills needed for their next stage of education, in line with Ofsted expectations for achievement and curriculum quality. 

6. Observation, Assessment and Planning
Assessment is an integral part of effective learning and development and is used to:
· Understand children’s interests and learning styles
· Identify progress, strengths and next steps
· Inform planning and targeted support
We use:
· Ongoing, formative assessment through observation and interaction
· The Progress Check at Age Two, shared with parents
· End‑of‑EYFS assessment where applicable, in line with statutory guidance 
Assessment is proportionate, meaningful and does not place unnecessary workload on staff.

7. Inclusion and Equality
We are committed to inclusion and equal opportunities. Our practice ensures that:
· All children are valued and supported
· Reasonable adjustments are made for children with SEND
· Early identification and partnership working support additional needs
· Cultural diversity and home languages are respected
We support children learning English as an additional language by valuing and promoting their home language, working closely with parents and carers, using visual and practical communication strategies, providing a language-rich environment, and giving children time, confidence and meaningful opportunities to develop English through play and relationships.
This reflects both EYFS requirements and the strong focus on inclusion within the Ofsted inspection framework. 

8. Partnership with Parents and Carers
We recognise parents and carers as children’s first and most important educators. We promote partnership by:
· Sharing observations and progress information regularly
· Encouraging parental contributions to assessments
· Providing guidance to support learning at home
· Working collaboratively to support children’s wellbeing and development

9. Roles and Responsibilities
· Manager/Leadership Team: Ensure EYFS compliance, curriculum quality and staff support
· Practitioners: Deliver high‑quality teaching, assessment and care
· SENCo: Coordinate support for children with additional needs
· Parents/Carers: Engage with the setting and support learning at home

10. Monitoring and Review
This policy is monitored regularly to ensure it remains:
· Compliant with EYFS statutory requirements
· Aligned with Nottinghamshire County Council guidance
· Reflective of best practice and Ofsted expectations
The policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if legislation or guidance changes.
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