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Forestors in northern Nova Scotia are warning that the loss of Northern
Bannerman and Calvin Archibald of Next Generation Forest Management

Foresters urge survival of pulp mill

Northern Pulp closure seen as fatal to province’s forest industry

But Port Hawkesbury Paper,
E which produces high-quality
' glossy paper, requires almost
| entirely fir and spruce. Northem
Pulp, which produccts kraft pulp —
a strengthener used 1n many
- paper products — also buys rotten
wood and species such as hem
' lock, pine and poplar
Al these species often grow

Pulp would devastate their industry Pictured are Mark
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There was free fried chicken deep |
in the woods on McLellans Moun- |
tain on Monday |

The chicken came with the .
brand new $450,000 forwarder | pl'°blem. together in mixed stands, sad
delivered to Next Generation Andrew West :?: l:: ":lt rd :::;‘: ‘; ‘::”:;‘u‘:‘ &
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found for all the products
*If Northeen Pulp closed, you'd
: sce at least two of the major saw-
mills in thas province shot,” sand
- Weg
“And the ones that remained

Forest Management Ltd.

The cight-wheel-drive machine,
which packs up logs cut by a har-
vester and delivers them to tract:
or-trailer trucks waiting at road-
side, is the third new purchase by

Forester with H.C. Haynes Ltd

invested in upgrades at the mill, | prices drop immediately, pulp

the Pictou Counry forest manage-

ment company
“If I'd known when we ordered

what was going on now, I might
not have bought it,” said company
founder Calvin Archibald

Archibald was refernng to the
impasse between the provincial
government and Northern Pulp
over the kraft pulp mill's industni-
al approval

The five-year industnial approv-
al 1ssued by the province this
spring demands that the Boat
Harbour effluent treatment site
used by the mill — but owned by
the province — be shut down by
2020. As well, there are demands
for the mull to decrease its water
usage and the amount of waste
water it produces.

“While Northern Pulp has
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during the hard times that now
there 1s a shortage of harvesting

such equpment modifications will
not achieve the requirements of
the approval,” reads an appeal of
the industrial approval filed by the
mill and released under a free-
dom of information request.

“The approval, therefore, es-
sentially prohibits Northern Pule
from operating the current mill.

Clean Pictou Air, a group of
concerned citizens, has also ap-
pealed the industnial approval,
saying it doesn't go far enough.

Meanwhile, the forest industry
of northern Nova Scotia is watch-
ing with bated breath.

“I'm very concerned,” Andrew
West said of the possibility that
Northern Pulp's parent company,
Paper Excellence Corp., may
pull up stakes in Pictou County.

“If they were to shut down, log

| prces would crash and Jand prices |
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| that we provide good jobs in arcas
| that need them and contribute to

| the provincial government

| through stumpage rates and the

| taxes we pay,” said Archibald.

“Thus is an industry that has a

would drop 30 to 50 per cent ”

West, based in Truro, is a for-
ester with HLC. Haynes Ltd., a
Maine forest-wood broker and
wholesaler

The fear in the {orest industry,
said West, is that if Northern
Pulp, environmental groups and
the province reman at logger-
heads, then mill owner Paper
Excellence may decide it's not
worth conunuing to (nvest in a
neardy 50-year-old mill

And if the mill closes, West
wams that much of this province’s
forest industry would go with it

Since Bowater Mersey closed
a few years ago, there are only
two destinations for pulpwood in
Nova Scotia — Northern Pulp and

Port Hawkesbury Paper

would haye a problem.”

Back on McLellans Mountau,
Archibald & 10-man crew was
cutting for Northern Pulp

*If the economics were good,
we'd have competitors,” sad
Archibald

Next Generatton has been
buying second-hand gear (rom
| contractars who have been getting
' out of the industry since the 2008
' world economic downturn caused
- Jumber and pulp prices to tank

With the recovery of the Amer-
ican housing market and increas-

ing demand for paper productsin

Asta, demand 1s recovenng across
the board for forest products,
Rut s0 many harvesters got out
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capability compared with market

demand and what the Natural
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| lot of opportunities for the future
| We wouldn't be investing in it if

|

Resources Department
be cot annually, T | we thought it didn't”

“What many in the general But that future in Nova Scotia
public don't scem to understand 15 | FEGUIes Northern Pulp, he said.
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