
RESEARCH 

General Pants Co. demographic 

The average General Pants customer seeks pieces to enhance their personal style whilst maintaining a 
current yet comfortable streetwear look. I believe majority of these customers are young people 
roughly 17-24 years old, with a medium/high socio-economic status, no matter what gender. As 
General Pants clothing are frequently keeping up with the latest streetwear fashion trends, it’s clear to 
know that their customers want to express themselves through current pieces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability within the fashion industry 

The popularity of fashion is global with fast circulation, and has potential quickly ignite alternative 
behaviors, patterns, and ways to wear clothes.  

People are becoming more aware about the large amount of waste in landfills caused by fast fashion, 
encouraging buyers to rethink their brand choices and opt for slow fashion brands. I believe this not 
only educates society, yet it is ultimately preparing the fashion world to change their manufacturing 
approach and criticize the wasteful side of fashion that is not heard about enough. Reusable tote bags 
are an environmentally friendly and much better looking alternative for plastic bags. Many stores have 
adapted sustainable tote bags (like General Pants Co.) at checkout, and have completely removed 
plastic bags as an option, positively encouraging repurposed design in society. The evolution of 
introducing biodegradable tote bags in General Pants stores since October 2019 is the perfect example 
of sustainable and recycled design within the fashion industry.  

Most brands General Pants sell encapsulate comfortable 
yet everyday streetwear pieces. 

• Snapshot taken directly from website 
https://www.generalpants.com/au/ (retrieved: 
31/5/21) 

- Models are in casual and natural poses wearing 
comfortable pieces like, graphic t-shirts, a hoodie, 
a cap. 

- Incorporates elements of hip-hop and a skate 
style. 

• Snapshot taken directly from website 
https://www.generalpants.com/au/mens-landing  
(retrieved: 31/5/21) 

Young models  

Casual everyday wear 

Chill, natural, relaxed energy 

Supportive of brands 

Hip hop + skate style 
influenced. 

 

Snapshot taken directly from 
mobile Instagram page 
@general_pants  

Natalia Divitcos 

Instagram: @designby.natalia 

Email: natalia.divitcos@gmail.com 

https://www.generalpants.com/au/
https://www.generalpants.com/au/mens-landing


New shopping habits 

As for everything that’s happening in the world right now, many changes and reworked strategies 
have taken place within the fashion industry, here are a few; 

• Increase in online shopping – brands relying even heavier on website and social media 
promotion to sell their products.  

• COVID restrictions instructed stores to rethink/redesign store layouts and rules – apply social 
distancing measures and mask rule. 

• Embracing the homebody lifestyle – increase in customers buying ‘at home’ clothing pieces 
• Buyers are making more environmentally friendly, sustainable, and ethical purchases - likely 

to continue with these behaviors. 

 

Written statement 

A sustainable and circular practice within fashion design is vital in order for society to lead our world 
into a more sustainable place not only for current yet for future generations. The practice of upcycling 
clothes provides an opportunity for pieces to have another life instead of being discarded in landfill. 
The incredible thing about a circular economy in fashion is that you can take anything, even an 
unconventional material, and make it into something wearable. For example, dresses have been 
constructed entirely from upcycled paper, balloons, bottle caps, and even toilet paper. This approach 
is much better for the environment than using hazardous chemicals like bleach, ammonia, and other 
similar substances, as well as using an excessive amount of water during the manufacturing process. I 
have a decent tote bag collection that I regularly rely on when going out shopping e.c.t, by using these 
reusable bags, I am reducing my carbon footprint. In terms of my current lifestyle and future, I aim to 
imply sustainable practices through reducing, reusing, and recycling. My family and I take time out a 
few times a year to sort through our belongings and place them in bags to donate to local charity bins. 
This encompasses a social impact, with communities assisting less fortunate communities, as well as 
an environmental impact, by reducing our carbon footprint. I'm focused on reducing clothing waste 
through upcycling, repurposing, and donating clothes that are no longer useful to us. When it comes to 
sustainable fashion, I support not only the eco-friendly garments themselves, but also the fight for fair 
pay, better working conditions, and equal treatment. Ultimately, the more educated society becomes 
about sustainable fashion, the smarter their decisions will become in terms of improving peoples lives 
and well-being through design. I believe that being sustainable requires only minor lifestyle changes 
that require less effort than you might think. As people become more aware of how simple it is to 
make small changes to become more sustainable, we are essentially educating our society and 
younger generations about the negative impact that waste has on our environment. Therefore, there is 
hope for sustainable fashion. 

  

 

  



DOCUMENTATION 

  
Before 

These low-rise light wash jeans are a few years old, and I 
haven’t worn them in years. I chose to upcycle this pair of 
jeans because I still want to keep them because they are a 
garment that holds memories for me. These jeans are from 
Just Jeans.  

 

Above shows my desk at the time of creating illustrations consisting of various designs. I 
used different mediums like, fine liners, coloured pencils, markers, and gel pens to convey 
each design successfully. After finishing each single illustration, I annotated it so that the 
idea fresh in my mind could be written down and correspond with exactly what I was 
thinking at the time. 

*next page displays close up of illustrations 



 



  

Above is the illustration which depicts what my final piece will resemble. The front has a 
Piet Mondrian inspired colour palette through the use of geometric shapes, whilst the back 
has an abstract hot pink linework style. Near the ankle area, I want to cut triangle slits on 
each side and fill them in with leftover yarn I have. The circled colour palette below is 
what I have chose for my final.  



 

  
Slit prepping. 

• Turned the jeans inside out after cutting a 
traced split with grey led pencil. 

• Measured 2x the amount of black yarn pieces 
decreasing in length.  

• Used hot glue to stick them on 

• This is how the jeans look with the yarn filled 
slits complete. I’m really satisfied with the 
result and looked great when I tried them on! 
 

• I spontaneously crocheted a single stitch black 
‘belt’, however I removed this from my final 
design because I feel like it didn’t suit well.  

Front leg 

• Here are the two cut off pieces from the ankle 
slits, which I have cut into smaller geometric 
shapes and painted 

• I used acrylic paint with Piet Mondrian 
inspired colours; red, blue, black, dark blue, 
yellow.  



 

  

• As you can see in the imagery to the left, I kept 
some of the pieces unpainted to truly reveal the 
nature of stitching. I feel like this adds a 
natural detail and enhances the uniqueness of 
this piece.   

• After letting the paint dry, I placed the off-cut 
denim shapes onto a single front leg to get an 
insight into what positioning looked best.  

• I believe placing these pieces on one leg 
created a unique and different appearance.  

• I have completed painting the other front side 
of the jeans using acrylic paint and different 
sized brushes as shown in the photograph.  

• I love the way paint strokes look on denim, 
they really illustrate a handmade/ hand painted 
appearance.  



 

  

Small details  

• I decided to draw horizontal lines with fine 
liner on the front belt hoops, alternating 
between the colours; black, red, yellow, and 
blue.  

• I drew flower like stems with shapes sprouting 
from them, giving the idea that shapes in art are 
as beautiful as flowers.   

The back 

• Applied shape outlines using a pink posca 
paint marker, similar in size to the shapes at 
the front.  

• I used the white gel pen to create very small 
vertical lines on top of pink lines which gave 
it a nice subtle pattern when close up.  

• I applied the same horizontal lines to the belt 
loops, just with the pink marker instead.  

FINAL STATEMENT 

‘The Shape Jean’ 

Through the enjoyable experience of upcycling this pair of jeans by painting, drawing, and 
cutting, I have truly given these jeans a new message and meaning. The primary colour 
palette on the front legs and the hot pink on the back legs represent the psychology of 

colour in terms of the emotions it can evoke and how these colours can be used to create 
meaning through working with shapes. Piet Mondrian's painting Composition II with Red 

Blue and Yellow, 1930, is a major influence on the front of my jeans because it uses 
various geometric shapes and a primary colour palette. I have decided to continue with an 

abstract style on the back of the jeans through spontaneous hand drawn linework and 
shapes. As a result, this reimaged pair of jeans not only provided a pleasurable experience 
of upcycling something from my wardrobe, yet also curated a unique and "one of a kind" 

type of denim. 

 

 

 

 

final photographs below 



 

  



 

  



 

 


