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General pants customer demographic: 
 
Core market is 16-25 year old.  
Gen Z is interested in fast fashion and is digitally connected. 
Looking for influence via social media. 
Young people are experiencing “shoptimism” and are spending more time and money on shopping for 
fashion, especially digitally.  
Many young people are concerned about climate change and there is a new trend toward refashioning, 
recycling and upcycling.  
Global trends for 2021 are pointing towards conscious buying, is it good for us, for the environment, for 
people?  
 
Sustainability issues withing this demographic: 
Young people have a smaller disposable income and are looking for fast, cheap fashion.  
As we know fast fashion is detrimental to the environment and growing fibres in an environmentally 
conscious way is more expensive and usually results in smaller crops.  
A cheaper alternative to cotton (linen and silk) is polyester and other manmade materials.  
 
Polyester is non-biodegradable and will take up to 200 years to break down. Producing it required oil 
which is a fossil fuel and the production results in the emissions of methane, which is turns contributes 
to global warming.  
When washing polyester micro-plastics are released which pollute our oceans and are ingested by 
marine animals.  
 
Acrylic is highly toxic when produced and contributes to high levels of micro-plastics.  
 
Cotton requires massive amounts of water when it is produced, often a high amount of pesticides are 
also used when growing cotton and in the dying results in chemicals and dyes that pollute the 
waterways.  



 
Rayon and nylon are also big polluters and a terrible option for the environment.  
 
Better alternatives are; 
Recycled cotton (preferably organic cotton). These fabrics are however not as strong and long-lasting as 
the traditional cotton. 
Recycled polyester: can be made from plastic bottles and requires less energy and chemicals than 
“normal” polyester made from oil.  
 
Summary: General Pants customers want fast fashion (https://www.cmo.com.au/article/603036/cmo-
interview-addressing-gen-z-customer-general-pants/) and fast fashion is bad for the environment. 
However, General Pants has ethical manufacturing standards that ensure than no child labour is used, 
that work places are safe and that local environmental standards are met.  
 
 
 
 
Environmental Statement                        Mari Svensson 
 
The fashion industry is the second largest polluter in the world. The production of textiles cause water 
stress, pollution, climate change and land destruction. Production is also often closely associated with 
poor and unsafe conditions for workers.  
 
Future fashion trends show a lot of tendencies toward becoming more sustainable.  
To accomplish this, we have to stop thinking of fashion as “fast” and become more innovative in our 
approach to producing, consuming and disposing of textiles.  
 
Production of cotton causes enormous water stress as cotton is a very thirsty crop. The plants are highly 
susceptible to insects, fungus and weeds and therefore require large amounts of pesticides. The 
production of cotton yarn and the dying process releases chemicals into the waterways, polluting the 
natural environment.  
Cotton is a terrific textile, breathable and natural but it is considered the world’s dirtiest crop due to the 
environmental impacts.  
 
Textile waste can take 200 years to break down and makes up for about 5% of landfill material. Globally 
87% of textiles are sent to landfill, only 12 % are reused and 1% are recycled.  
 
When there is so much of it why not use it?  
Denim fabric is excellent for recycling; it’s durable, always fashionable and comes in great colours.  
Thinking about recycling we need to consider how we can use to most fabric possible. The trends in the 
coming year, spring and summer 2022, predicts a lot of denim, and a lot of it is repurposed. There are a 
lot of flares coming so when considering my collection I thought why not make a kimono jacket?  The 
straight pattern will allow for maximum use of raw materials. The denim colours would be my main 
feature as well as the big sleeves and front pockets.  
 
The environmental impact of my project is close to zero. I bought the jeans locally from Upcycle 
Newcastle, I used my machine at home and can return the offcuts to Circular denim in Sydney. 
 
If we invested more in local projects we could bring work back to our regions. Local recycling means less 
landfill and less emissions from transport. The practice of recycling and upcycling is very rewarding as 
you are creating something new and making a difference in the world at the same time.  
There are many people in our secular society that can contribute with different skills and ideas and 
there are a lot of ways to upcycle textiles into fashion. Why not use denim to make tops for strollers, 
handbags, bomber jackets, car seats, baskets, aprons, etc. There are also excellent uses for off-cuts in 
making carpets and insulation.  



“Necessity is the mother of all invention”. Better to have tried and failed with recycled materials that 
continuing on a destructive path of waste and pollution.  
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


