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Denim Redesign Project:



Speculation: 
What if... we redefined 
our understanding of 
“new” denim.



Fibre components of clothing:
 
Upcycled Cotton On and Glassons denim: 
100% cotton material, 65% Polyester 35% 
Cotton thread/trim

What I used: 
100% Cotton thread, scissors, pins, a sewing 
machine and upcycled denim. 

Upcycled Clothing: 

I utilised and repurposed what I already 
owned. Majority of the denim clothing were 
shorts or skirts that were too small on me. 
Therefore I not only upcycled style, but also 
size and clothings seasonal wear (I turned 
shorts/skirts into a pair of functional pants). 



Research Statement 
I have always had an obsession with all thing’s denim. I think I feel so strongly about denim 
because I truly believe it is a high-quality fabric. The fibres characteristics are long-lasting, durable 
and breathable, as well as it being a financially affordable clothing. Our responsibility is to be 
environmentally conscious in the present and the future. Redefining our understanding of what 
is “new” as a speculative method of looking for circular ways to manage unwanted clothing that 
might otherwise be considered waste. Denim is produced and consumed on a global level. The 
main concern with the production of denim textiles is that the industry produces high levels of 
hazardous chemicals, water and air pollution, as well as textile waste at the end of a garments 
life. So, what if we stopped producing new denim textile entirely, and instead re-defined our 
ideals regarding what makes a product “new”. Progressing into the future the circular economy 
is the most efficient and sustainable method to consume materialistic items. The General Pants 
core customer demographic is aged between 16-25 years old, similar to the age demographic 
of fast-fashion consumers (Cameron, 2016). Fast-fashion allows consumers to receive cheap, 
fashionable clothing at a low price. Within our society, where everything is readily available, 
affordable, accessible and disposable to us, what if “new” also included garments that had been 
“renewed” or “repurposed”. What if we gave “new” life to the multitude of textile waste by 
altering, mending, or personalising them, rather than discarding of them. This process would 
completely alter our individual consumption, societal ideals of materialism, capitalism, and 
economic production. Realistically, this idea to stop the production of denim entirely is not in our 
near future, it is rather a speculation to redesign our consumers understanding of what “new” 
fashion could mean. Creating awareness regarding sustainable and circular fashion consumption is 
important to me because the fashion industry has such a high turnover of clothes, and ultimately 
makes up 10% of humans carbon emissions (Howell, 2021). The intention of this collection is 
to demonstrate the endless possibilities everyone has to give new life to their “old” denim. By 
educating individuals we are giving them the tools to renew their clothing and extend a garments 
life cycle. Introducing this idea of personalising your own clothing; painting, drawing, sewing, 
embroidering, bleaching, dying, cutting, repurposing, ripping, fraying or adding patches.

Cameron, N. (2016). CMO interview: Addressing the Gen Z customer at General Pants. Retrieved 20 June 2021, from https://www.cmo.com.au/article/603036/cmo-interview-addressing-gen-z-customer-general-pants/
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Majority of my exploration is not 
through illustrations but rather 
practical application. When 
making I spend majority of my 
time arranging and organising 
the scraps of material. 
As you can tell from the 
illustration I used a variety of 
pens, as I sketched my ideas 
whilst I was doing, so it was an 
additive illustration that formed 
over time.  

Illustration





I limited myself to using two 
materials, upcycled denim and cotton 
thread, as my intention, for the textile 
composition, was to create clothing 
that is a mono material, directly 
relating to the break down and 
environmental consideration of the 
material. In the image you can see 
the repetitive line stitching, inspired 
by the Japanese Boro technique.

Mono Material 



Through the reconstruction of 
denim shorts and skirts I used 

ALL off cuts, as my goal was 
to create no further textile 

waste. In order to align with this 
goal, I also refrained from using 

any more chemical processes 
such as bleaching, and rather 

than creating new frays or 
cuts in the material, I used the 
frays that were already on the 

clothing items.  

Zero Waste





The top was constructed from 
two pant legs, which I pleated 
and machine sewed a straight 
stitch line across. The repetitive 
stitching also formed the shape 
of the top, as the stitches 
curved the material inwards. 
The top was inspired by the 
combination of a halter neck 
top and a corset top. The 
waist band of a pair of shorts 
functionally serves as a clasp 
for the top, without sourcing 
elsewhere. 



Upcycling without waste

The (images) right pant leg is 
constructed from two pairs of Glassons 
denim shorts, both in a size small. 
Because the shorts were the same size I 
was able to undo the crotch seam, and 
one side seam, so that the shorts were 
one long piece of material. Therefore I 
was able to curl the two shorts around 
eachother to form a pant leg which has 
NO waste as I cut off no material. As you 
can see in the image the two shorts wrap 
around eachother. Due to the size of the 
garment, this pant leg was naturally a 
baggier, wide leg fit. 

The other pant leg was not as wide, my 
intention is to demonstrate the multitude 
of ways a garment can be constructed 
and the beauty of variety through 
personalisation. 



To view more 
images and videos 
of my design 
process/journey 
please view @
tashsdesigns on 
Instagram. 


