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The environment and fashion have not been the best of friends, the textile 

industry represents a great burden for the environment, from obtaining raw materials, 

using energy, chemical and water resources for its production and maintenance, to 

disuse. and discard. Billions of textile products are produced annually, all of various 

materials and characteristics that complicate the recycling or biodegradation process, 

even more so if they are mixed. Which gives rise to an agglomeration of textile waste, 

thus generating negative effects on the environment. The ONU (2019) affirms that the 

textile industry is the second most polluting on the planet, this is because it requires a 

high consumption of water for the cultivation of raw materials and treatment, transport 

in import and export. This represents 10% of global emissions and it does not stop there, 

it is a percentage that continues to grow. The accumulation of textile waste therefore 

represents a great problem for the planet. 

 

Australians send an average of 23 kg of textiles to landfill per person each year 

(Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2013). This is related to the fact that textiles are often 

regarded as types of waste that are too expensive or difficult to recover. On average the 

population in Australia ranges between 25,000,000 inhabitants, which means that an 

estimated 500 to 600 tons of textiles per year which end up in landfills. The countries of 

Europe and South America are not far behind, Spain sends 800,000 tons of textiles to 

landfills and Colombia between 130,000 - 220,000 tons per year (Gómez, 2015). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Illustration 1 

The reality of fast fashion 
 

                

Note: The reality of fast fashion: how to reduce you fashion Footprint (Seaside, 

2020).  

 

Excessive mass production and consumption has forced the generation of 

alternatives, such is the case of recycling and use of waste to create new materials and / 

or products in order to combat excess textile waste. Based on this proposal, it is sought 

to generate alternatives and methods for collecting this waste for the development of 

new products responding to emerging trends.  

 

 

 

 

 



Illustration 2 

        

Note: Illustration by the Author 

 

With Upcycling as a principle, the concept of using waste for the development 

of new products, it was sought to take this textile waste, which is mainly Denim and 

synthetic leather, for the development of handbags, thus prolonging their useful life. 

Giving rise to products that focus on one of the emerging trends such as fanny bags, 

practical comfortable bags for young people, ideal for festivals, parties, field trips or 

trips, providing the opportunity to not only have an environmentally friendly bag 

environment if not also a product according to emerging fashion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Note: Photo taken by the author (2021). 



Demographic and psychographic characteristics 
 

Location Demography Psychographic 

 

City: Melbourne  

Country: Australia  

 

 

 

 

Young adults 

20 - 30 years 

Millennials 

Monthly income level: 1,500 to 4,000 Australian dollars 

(AUD) 

Lifestyle: Study and work, active, social, curious about 

activities and exploring 

Objectives: Independence, travel, professional 

fulfillment and quality of life. 

Concerns: Physical and mental health, not having a 

stable job, is aware of the environmental problem. 

Buying habits: Online - Voice to voice - likes to 

constantly renew, look different. 

Note: Table prepared by the author. 

 

A survey was conducted of 33 international students from different parts of the world, 

located in Australia, all lovers of good dress. 

 

The objective was to find out their reasons for traveling in Australia, personal items to 

travel and prices willing to pay for bags made from environmentally friendly materials. 

In order to know if appreciation regarding handbags, materials, and culture in Australia 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
  
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
The conclusions were obtained: 

Estimation of prices, uses or functions that people give to their bags, to know what kind 

of activities they carry out.With all this we wanted to propose a simple product but at 

the same time according to fashion, practical and functional. 

 

With this the following proposal was developed: 

 

A handbag that has two pockets, one with a button closure and the other with a zip, part 

of its handle is chain and has a denim belt that adjusts to the shoulder, it is light and can 

be used by both women and men. 



Ideal for festivals, parties or going to the beach, it is a practical, light and comfortable 

bag.

 

 

 



 

As an international student I have had to work in different areas in Australia, from 

cooking to cleaning in offices and one of the saddest things I have seen is how new or 

little used materials are thrown away, as a design student I got to know the concept of 

Upcycling, which is why I focused on reusing some of them to develop a product that 

focused on trends. My motivation is to give a grain of sand from design of products to 

raise awareness and help the environment. 

We can not go against fashion, it is something that will continue, but you can work 

responsibly, developing environmentally friendly products is not a plus, it is a duty, we 

can develop products according to new sustainability standards, thus generating 

awareness in users, people are willing to pay a little more if the product is of quality and 

is responsible with the environment.  

 

 

Used materials and Characteristics  
 

Synthetic leather: 

a. Fireproof 

b. Waterproof 

c. Anti - microbial 

 

85% PVC and 15% polyester. 

The material comes from  

textile waste from furniture manufacturing 

 

Denim: 

 

a. Resistant 

 

b. Lightweight  

 

c. Comfortable 

 

100% cotton. 

Material collected from  

charitable donations 

 



Chain: 

a. Resistant to loads 

 

Metal - brass 

Office waste 

        
       Zipper: 
 

                                                                                                   Polyester: 
Computer suitcase   

 

        
       Vinyl: 
       Used between layers of denim  
       to create structure in the form 

PVC:  
The material comes from  

textile waste from furniture manufacturing,  
Upholstery 
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