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Design Research Statement 

 
Denim is such a versatile fabric, it is durable and worn by most all around the world.  
From workwear to everyday casual wear to furnishings and even to couture, denim is one of 
most used fabrication today.  
 
This project is an extension of my previous collection, “Spirit of Mottainai” which is a 
Japanese saying "Don't waste what is valuable”, a keyword for global environmental issues. 
In the world today, it is our duty to do our part to help the environment, by minimizing 
waste and reduce our environmental and carbon footprint. By reusing discarded and 
preloved clothing, it is not only reducing landfill, but it is also reducing the impact usage of 
water, pollution, and hazardous chemicals. Nearly every fabric can be reused or recycled in 
some way, whether that being turning it into something wearable and new, furnishings, 
fabric shopping bags, or even can be recycled into carpet underlay and insulation. This is 
exactly what General Pants is doing with its “Denim Amnesty” movement and with the 
partnership with Circular Centre, the Denim redesign project competition is motivating 
fashion designers and fashion students to create a garment made entirely from preloved 
denim and deadstock denim fabric from previous projects. Giving it a new life and creating 
awareness. Fashion is sadly one of the largest polluters in the world after the oil industry. So 
as a fashion designer in the making, one of my main motivator’s is to help make the way of 
recycling and reusing unwanted and deadstock fabrics the norm in society, to create 
awareness and show people that even unwanted fabrics can be transformed into a cool 
wearable garment that can be worn with pride.  
 
My design in contributing for the Denim redesign project, is constructed entirely from denim 
fabric scraps from my own collection. I strive to embrace the concept of Wabi-Sabi (meaning 
finding the beauty within the imperfection) and found inspiration from Japanese Boro, which 
refers to the practice of reworking and repairing textiles, through patching and stitching in 
order to extend their use. By draping the denim straight onto the mannequin like a puzzle, I 
created something totally new and wearable just from scraps. Embracing the frayed rough 
edges to create interest and texture within the garment. 
 



FABRICS USED  
 

 

The denim scraps have been sitting in my closet for years, it was a great hobby of 

mine to find some preloved vintage denim garments and distress it, dye it and 

add stud embellishments. This was when I was a teen, when I first began 

experimenting with fabric manipulation and colour, it’s part of what made me go 

into fashion design. I am so excited to finally be able to use these awesome 

leftover denim scraps again, each piece is unique and full of character.  

  



ILLUSTRATIONS 
 
 
 
 
  



The Cold Shoulder Asymmetric Patched Distressed 
Denim Top Summer 2022 

 
  



 
 

Each piece has been sewn together using a 
lockstitch 301 and reinforced with decorative 

Sashiko stitching. 
 
 



  
  FRONT SIDE 



 
  BACK SIDE 



 

  

GARMENT FLAT ON HANGER 



 

  

SIDE UNDERARM, SIDE POCKET 



 


