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S. GUBNER DECLARATION IN
SUPPORT OF MOTION TO

EMPLOY SPECIAL COUNSEL 

 

THOMAS A. WILLOUGHBY, State Bar No. 137597
FELDERSTEIN FITZGERALD 
WILLOUGHBY PASCUZZI & RIOS LLP 
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 2250 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
Telephone: (916) 329-7400 
Facsimile: (916) 329-7435 
E-mail: twilloughby@ffwplaw.com 
Attorneys for the Post-Confirmation Liquidating Debtor 
Heller Ehrman LLP 

 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 

In re: 

HELLER EHRMAN LLP, 

Post-Confirmation 
Liquidating Debtor. 

CASE NO.: 08-32514 
Chapter 11 
 

Date:  November 4, 2022 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Place: Courtroom 17 
Judge:  Honorable Dennis Montali 

All court hearings will be conducted via AT&T 
Conference or by Zoom 

DECLARATION OF STEVEN T. GUBNER IN SUPPORT OF POST-CONFIRMATION 
LIQUIDATING DEBTOR’S MOTION FOR AUTHORITY TO EMPLOY BG LAW LLP 

AS SPECIAL COUNSEL 

I, Steven T. Gubner, declare as follows: 

1. I am a partner of the law firm of BG Law LLP (“BG Law”), which maintains an 

office for the practice of law at 21650 Oxnard Street, Suite 500, Woodland Hills, California 91367.  

I am an attorney duly licensed in and am a member in good standing of the bar for the State of 

California and am admitted to practice before all courts of the State of California, including the 

United States District Court for the Northern District of California and this Court. 

2. I submit this declaration in support of the entry of an order approving the foregoing 

Motion and authorizing the Liquidating Debtor to employ BG Law as special counsel effective as 

of June 15, 2022, on the terms and conditions set forth in the Motion.  All capitalized terms used 

herein are as defined in the Motion.   
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3. BG Law is well qualified to represent the Liquidating Debtor as special counsel.  

BG Law and its attorneys have extensive experience in investigating potential claims of bankruptcy 

estates, in litigation in adversary proceedings and in business and commercial litigation.  BG Law 

has the ability to commit its resources to the investigation and litigation of potential claims.   

4. BG Law and its attorneys have knowledge and experience relating to analyzing and 

pursuing claims on behalf of bankruptcy estates and will assist the Plan Administrator in the 

Investigation as set forth in the Motion, and the Retention Agreement, a true and correct copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  True and correct copies of BG Law’s biographical 

information and its normal hourly rates for its attorneys and paraprofessionals are attached hereto 

as Exhibit 2 and Exhibit 3, respectively. 

5. Neither BG Law, nor any partner or attorney thereof, insofar as I have been able to 

ascertain, represents any interest adverse to that of the Plan Administrator, the Liquidating Debtor 

or the Estate, and BG Law and each of its partners and attorneys is a “disinterested person” within 

the meaning of section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy Code. Except as otherwise set forth herein, 

neither BG Law, any partner, attorney or associate thereof, nor I, insofar as I have been able to 

ascertain, has any connection with the Plan Administrator, the Liquidating Debtor, Liquidating 

Debtor’s other professionals, creditors, the judges of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the 

Northern District of California, the United States Trustee and the Assistant Trustees and Trial 

Attorneys for the Office of the United States Trustee other than as specifically disclosed herein.  

David Seror is an attorney at BG Law and currently serves as a trustee appointed by the Office of 

the United States Trustee (“OUST”) as part of its private panel in the Central District of California, 

and Susan K. Seflin is an attorney at BG Law and currently serves as a Subchapter V trustee (when 

the case is converted from Subchapter V, Ms. Seflin has also served as a Chapter 7 and/or Chapter 

11 Trustee) appointed by the OUST as part of its private panel in the Central District of California.   

6. To the best of my knowledge, these relationships have no relation to the instant case 

and should not impact BG Law’s representation of the Plan Administrator in this case.   

7. To the best of my knowledge, BG Law represents no creditor or other party in 

interest in this case other than as described above and in the Motion.  BG Law does not represent 
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and has not represented any creditor or other party in interest in this case except as noted above. 

BG Law (a) may appear, may have appeared, and may in the future appear, in cases or proceedings 

under the Bankruptcy Code or otherwise not related to the Liquidating Debtor where one or more 

of the aforesaid parties may have been or may be involved; and (b) may represent, may have 

represented, or may in the future represent certain creditors of the Liquidating Debtor in matters 

not related to the Liquidating Debtor.  

8. These statements are made for the purposes of full disclosure; no actual conflict of 

interest exists. 

9. Neither BG Law, nor any partner, attorney or associate thereof, insofar as I have 

been able to ascertain, is or was a creditor, an equity holder or insider of the Liquidating Debtor. 

10. Neither BG Law, nor any partner or associate thereof, insofar as I have been able to 

ascertain, is or was a director, officer or employee of the Liquidating Debtor as defined in section 

101(14)(B) or (C) of the Bankruptcy Code within two years before the date of this filing. 

11. Except as described herein, neither BG Law, nor any partner, attorney or associate 

thereof, insofar as I have been able to ascertain, has an interest materially adverse to the interests 

of the Liquidating Debtor’s estate or of any class of creditors or equity security holders by reason 

of any direct or indirect relationship to, connection with, or interest in, the Liquidating Debtor. 

12. Based on the above, I believe BG Law to be a “disinterested person” within the 

meaning of section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy Code. 

13. BG Law has conducted, and continues to conduct, extensive research into its 

relationships with the Liquidating Debtor, creditors, former officers and directors of the Liquidating 

Debtor and various parties in interest.  BG Law has entered the names of potential parties in interest 

into a computer database containing the names of all clients and conflict information concerning 

such clients of BG Law.  Through the information generated from the above-mentioned computer 

inquiry, it was determined that BG Law has represented no party adverse to the Liquidating Debtor 

or its Estate with respect to the matters on which BG Law is to be employed.   

14. In accordance with sections 329 and 504 of the Bankruptcy Code, and Bankruptcy 

Rule 2016, I hereby state that BG Law has not entered into any agreements, express or implied, 
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with any other party in interest, including the Plan Administrator, the Liquidating Debtor, any 

creditor, or any attorney for such party in interest in this case for the purpose of sharing or fixing 

fees or other compensation to be paid to any such party in interest or its attorneys for services 

rendered in connection therewith. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this ____ day of October 2022, at Woodland Hills, California. 

 __________________________________ 
STEVEN T. GUBNER 

7th
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
PARTNERS  

 
Steven T. Gubner 

 
Mr. Gubner is Brutzkus Gubner’s Managing Partner, and represents 

financial institutions, Fortune 500 companies (and their financing divisions), 
closely held businesses and high net worth individuals in complex bankruptcy 
and insolvency matters.  He is known in the insolvency arena as the “involuntary 
bankruptcy go-to lawyer” because of his management of the sensitive issues 
surrounding involuntary bankruptcy filings, and general business advice he 
applies to navigate potential pitfalls and solve problems before they occur.  In 
addition, he is adept in complex bankruptcy insolvency matters. M. Gubner is 
particularly skilled in commercial collections for banks and financial institutions, 
and has successfully litigated heavily contested, multimillion-dollar real/personal 
property and equity line financing cramdown cases.  He also assists in pre-
bankruptcy, pre-workout and wealth management advice and planning.  In 
addition, he has handled numerous cases before the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel 
and U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court.   
Mr. Gubner received a B.A. from the University of California, Santa Barbara 
(1988), and his law degree from McGeorge School of Law (1991).  Mr. Gubner 
was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1991.  Mr. Gubner is 
also admitted to the State Bar of Nevada, as well as the United States District 
Court, the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States Supreme 
Court. 

  
 

David Seror 
 

Mr. Seror’s practice areas include Bankruptcy, Receivership and 
Commercial Litigation.  He is admitted to practice before the United States 
District Court for the Central and Southern Districts of California, the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  Mr. Seror is a Member of the Panel of Trustees for Chapters 7 
and 11 Bankruptcy cases, United States Trustee’s Office, Central District of 
California (1990-present). He has acted as Judge Pro Tem, Los Angeles 
Municipal Court and Judge Pro Tem, Superior Court of the State of California for 
the County of Los Angeles. Mr. Seror is a member of the California State Bar 
Association, Los Angeles County Bar Association and is an Arbitrator for 
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Attorney Client Relations Programs. Mr. Seror received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of California at Los Angeles in 1972, and a Juris 
Doctor in 1975 from California Western School of Law, where he was Associate 
Editor of the California Western International Law Journal from 1974-1975.  Mr. 
Seror was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1975. 
 
 
Corey R. Weber 

 
 Mr. Weber is a litigator in bankruptcy, business and commercial litigation. 
He represents bankruptcy trustees, creditors, committees of unsecured creditors, 
assignees for the benefit of creditors, receivers, municipalities and “clawback” 
plaintiffs and defendants in contested matters and adversary proceedings in 
bankruptcy proceedings, and in federal and state court litigation.  Mr. Weber 
received his law degree from the University of Southern California Law School.  
During law school, Mr. Weber served as a judicial extern for the Honorable Alex 
Kozinski, United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  He received a 
Master’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Notre Dame 
with an emphasis in finance and marketing, and received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of California at Irvine.  Mr. Weber was admitted to the 
State Bar of California in 2000 and is admitted to practice in the United States 
District Courts for the Central, Eastern, Northern and Southern Districts of 
California, the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the United 
States Supreme Court.  

 
 
Jessica Bagdanov 

 
Ms. Bagdanov works in the firm’s bankruptcy department. She obtained her 
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
California in 2007 and her Juris Doctor from Chapman University School of Law 
in Orange, California in 2011.  She served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Robert 
N. Kwan and the Honorable Ellen Carroll (retired) at the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California.  Ms. Bagdanov also served 
as a Staff Attorney for the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  Ms. Bagdanov was admitted to the State Bar of 
California in December 2011. 

 
 
Philip J. Bonoli 
 

Mr. Bonoli’s practice focuses on employment litigation and counseling; he 
represents employers in a wide variety of employment litigation matters, including 
wrongful discharge, discrimination and harassment, tort claims, contractual 
matters, as well as employment and severance policies. Mr. Bonoli also regularly 
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represents employers before the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
the California Department of Fair Employment and Housing, and the California 
Department of Industrial Relations Division of Labor Standards Enforcement.  Mr. 
Bonoli has extensive experience in complex civil litigation and commercial 
disputes, and he has represented businesses in corporate ownership disputes, 
accounting-related litigation and financial institutions litigation. Mr. Bonoli is also 
experienced in real property disputes, products liability, mass tort and toxic tort 
claims as well as general liability.  Finally, Mr. Bonoli also has significant 
appellate experience. Mr. Bonoli received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of Southern California and his law degree from Illinois Institute of 
Technology, Chicago-Kent College of Law.  Mr. Bonoli was admitted to The State 
Bar of California in 1997. 

 
 

Jerrold L. Bregman 
 
            Mr. Bregman is a financial restructuring lawyer and business advisor with 
substantial experience representing public and private companies in out-of-court 
restructurings, “prepackaged” bankruptcies and traditional Chapter 11 cases.  He 
also has represented lenders, vendors, secured and unsecured creditors, 
landlords, fiduciaries, indenture trustees, GOB liquidators, HNWI’s, hedge fund 
managers, private equity sponsors, government agencies, asset purchasers, and 
plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy litigation.  Mr. Bregman graduated from 
the UC Berkeley with a B.A. in Political Economy of Industrial Societies in 1986 
(Phi Beta Kappa, Valedictorian), and he received his law degree from UCLA 
School of Law, and an M.B.A. from UCLA’s Anderson Graduate School of 
Management, both in 1990, and he was admitted to the State Bar of California in 
1990 and the State Bar of New York in 2003.  Mr. Bregman also is a Specialist in 
Bankruptcy Law (California Board of Legal Specialization, 1995), a Martindale-
Hubbell AV Preeminent-rated lawyer, and he has been named a New York Super 
Lawyer by Thomson Reuters. 
 
Jason B. Komorsky  

 
Jason Komorsky represents trustees and creditors in complex bankruptcy 

and insolvency litigation, including in the context of legal malpractice, breach of 
fiduciary duty and fraud claims.  Previously, Mr. Komorsky was a partner at 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP where he represented Fortune 500 companies and 
other businesses in commercial litigation with an emphasis on insurance recovery 
in both federal and state courts. His sought out insurance experience includes 
matters relating to general liability, workers’ compensation, D&O and E&O, first-
party property, and business interruption. He has settled and/or litigated matters 
to judgment involving product liability coverage, asbestos/silica bodily injury, toxic 
torts, environmental property damage and corporate malfeasance. He specializes 
in the energy, chemical, manufacturing, retail, banking, and financial services 
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industries.  He also represents asbestos settlement trusts created pursuant to 11 
U.S.C. §524(g), and counsels clients on insurance procurement, commercial and 
captive insurance programs, claims notifications and other insurance-related 
matters. He is well known for his work with historic comprehensive general liability, 
umbrella and excess, Bermuda Form and occurrence-based policies.  In addition 
to his broad insurance litigation background, Mr. Komorsky’s practice also focuses 
on insolvency claims, including several massive recoveries on behalf of clients in 
the Home Insurance Company liquidation.   Mr. Komorsky received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of California, Berkeley in 1986, and his Juris Doctor 
from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law in 1991.  Mr. 
Komorsky was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1991. 
 
Susan K. Seflin 
 

Susan K. Seflin’s practice involves all aspects of bankruptcy and creditor-
debtor rights, with particular emphasis on Chapter 11 reorganizations and related 
litigation.  Ms. Seflin currently serves as a subchapter v trustee appointed by the 
Office of the United States Trustee, Central District of California in bankruptcy 
cases filed under subchapter v of chapter 11. Ms. Seflin received her B.A. in 
Economics from University of California Berkeley, an MBA from Pepperdine 
School of Business and Management and her Juris Doctor from Pepperdine 
University School of Law in Malibu, California (2000). During graduate school, 
Ms. Seflin externed for the Hon. Arthur M. Greenwald, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for 
the Central District of California. Ms. Seflin was admitted to the California State 
Bar in June 2001. 
 
 
Michael P. Weisberg 

 
Mr. Weisberg counsels clients who have business disputes in multiple 

industries, with a particular emphasis in the apparel, food and financial sectors.  
He also has extensive experience in all aspects of bankruptcy and as general 
counsel for apparel businesses, and has handled disputes ranging from breach 
of contract actions to bankruptcy.  Mr. Weisberg received his B.A. from the 
University of California, San Diego, and his Juris Doctor from Georgetown 
University Law Center in Washington D.C.  He was admitted to the California 
State Bar in December 1990. 

 
Theodore G. Spanos 

 
Mr. Spanos is a trial lawyer who over the course of 33 years, has tried 

numerous jury trials in complex business litigation matters, and has handled 
several cases arising from alleged officer and director liability. He has been AV-
Rated since 2004 based both on his professional ability and ethical standards. 
Mr. Spanos is a Member, Orange County and Los Angeles County Bar 
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Associations, Member, Strathmore’s Who’s Who of Outstanding Professionals 
Lecturer on various aspects of civil procedure and securities law issues.  

 
 
OF COUNSEL  
 

Ronald Abrams 
 
 Mr. Abrams’ areas of expertise include Antitrust Litigation, Commercial 
Litigation and Dispute Resolution, Bankruptcy and Insolvency and Intellectual 
Property.  He has counseled small and start-up companies on intellectual 
property matters, including trademark protection, and he has litigated numerous 
trademark and trade secret cases.  He also represents individual debtors in 
Chapter 7 and Chapter 11 bankruptcies, as well as trustees in major bankruptcy 
cases.  For 15 years, Mr. Abrams was the CFO of his own corporation.  He has 
served as a volunteer arbitrator for the California State Bar Mandatory Fee 
Arbitration Department, working on cases that were published in the United 
States Patents Quarterly and state and federal reports, and contributed to the 
research and writing of a well-cited patents article.  Mr. Abrams received his law 
degree from Whittier College School of Law and his BA from the University of 
Maryland.  He was admitted to the California State Bar in June 1989. 
 
 

 Talin Keshishian 
 

 Ms. Keshishian has practiced in the areas of commercial bankruptcy and 
litigation, and general business litigation, representing debtors, creditors and 
trustees.  Ms. Keshishian received her law degree from Pepperdine University 
School of Law in Malibu, California (1999), and a B.A. from California State 
University Northridge (1996). Ms. Keshishian was admitted to the California State 
Bar in 1999. 
 
Stuart Kim 
 

Mr. Kim’s practice focuses on corporate and business legal advice, 
including in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, company formations, joint 
ventures, investments, private placements, loans, software and trademark 
license agreements, risk mitigation and form contracts as well as other 
commercial contracts.   Mr. Kim received his Bachelors of Arts degree in 
Philosophy and in Government from Pomona College in Claremont, California, 
and his Juris Doctor from the University of California Los Angeles School of Law.  
He was admitted to the California State Bar in December 1993. 
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ASSOCIATES  
  

Ryan Coy 
 

Mr. Coy works in the Firm’s bankruptcy department.  He obtained his 
Bachelor of Science in Law & Economics and Political Science from Central 
Michigan University in 2015 and his Juris Doctor from Michigan State University 
College of Law in May 2018.  He served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Scott H. 
Yun at the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California as 
well as for the Honorable Deborah J. Saltzman of the United States Bankruptcy 
Court for the Central District of California.  Mr. Coy was admitted to the State Bar 
of California in January 2019 

 
Jessica Wellington 

 
Ms. Wellington works in the Firm’s bankruptcy department.  She obtained 

her Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, in Family and Consumer Sciences from 
California State University, Sacramento in 2010 and her Juris Doctor with Great 
Distinction, Business Concentration and Tax Concentration from The University 
of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law in May 2018.  She served as Law Clerk 
to the Honorable Victoria S. Kaufman at the United States Bankruptcy Court for 
the Central District of California.  Ms. Wellington was admitted to the State Bar of 
California in December 2018. 

 
PARALEGALS  

 
Juanita Treshinsky 

 
Ms. Treshinsky has extensive background in bankruptcy on behalf of 

chapter 7 and 11 trustees, corporate debtors and creditors. Ms. Treshinsky 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from California Lutheran University and a 
Paralegal Certificate from University of California, Los Angeles Extension. 
 
Yves Pierre Dérac 

 
Mr. Dérac has extensive background in business reorganization, creditors’ 

rights and bankruptcy on behalf of debtors, trustees and creditors in a myriad of 
industries including manufacturing, marketing and promotion, retail, entertainment, 
finance, golf courses, real estate development, hospitality, insurance, real estate, 
shipping, and healthcare.  Mr. Dérac received his Bachelor of Science Degree from 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice (CUNY), New York, New York, and his 
Paralegal Specialist Certificate in Litigation and Corporate Transactions from 
Adelphi University, Long Island, New York.  Mr. Dérac also completed the first year 
curriculum in law school at Texas Southern University.   
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 Standard Hourly Rate Schedule – Effective 01/01/2022 
Professional Professional Type Hourly Rate 
Steven T. Gubner Partner $  895.00 
David Seror Partner $  695.00 
Corey R. Weber Partner $  695.00 
Jessica Bagdanov Partner $  575.00 
Philip J. Bonoli Partner $  595.00  
Jerrold L. Bregman Partner $  675.00 
Jason B. Komorsky Partner $  675.00 
Susan Seflin Partner $  675.00 
Theodore G. Spanos Partner $ 675.00 
Michael P. Weisberg Partner $ 575.00 
Ronald Abrams Of Counsel $  550.00 
Talin Keshishian Of Counsel $  525.00 
Stuart Y. Kim Of Counsel $  750.00 
Ryan F. Coy Associate $ 395.00 
Jessica S. Wellington Associate $ 395.00 
Maria Abel Paralegal $  230.00 
Yves Derac Paralegal $  280.00 
Juanita Treshinsky Paralegal $  270.00 
 Litigation Support $  125.00 
 Law Clerk $  100.00 
   
   
   
   

 

Case: 08-32514    Doc# 4452-2    Filed: 10/07/22    Entered: 10/07/22 15:53:43    Page 35
of 35

http://www.bg.law/

	Ex. 2 - BG Law Firm Resume 2022_2751776.pdf
	OF COUNSEL
	ASSOCIATES
	PARALEGALS




