
  

 

Holy Cross’ Sluka Named Recipient of New England Football Writers 

Agganis/Zimman Award 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. - Holy Cross junior quarterback Matt Sluka has been named the recipient of the New 
England Football Writers 2022 Harry Agganis/Harold Zimman Award presented to the most outstanding 
player in New England regardless of division. 

Sluka, a native of Locust Valley, N.Y., and a graduate of Kellenberg Memorial High School, led the Crusaders 
to a perfect 11-0 regular season record, the team’s second consecutive Patriot League championship, a 
Football Championship Subdivision #8 national ranking and a First-Round bye in the 2022 FCS Tournament. 

Sluka, who was recently named a finalist for the Walter Payton Award as the national FCS offensive player 
of the year, paced a Holy Cross offense that averaged 39.1 points per game, ranking fifth in FCS. He completed 135 
of his 224 attempts for 2,301 passing yards and 25 touchdowns with only three interceptions on the year, while 
also running for eight touchdowns and a team-high 918 rushing yards. He recorded over 100 rushing yards in four 
different games this season. 
 
Sluka ranks first in FCS in passing yards per completion (17.04), eighth in total offense (292.6 yards/game) 
and 10th in passing touchdowns. His 918 rushing yards are the most by a quarterback at the FCS level. 

"Matt has taken his game to the next level”, Holy Cross head coach and NEFW University Division Coach of 
the Year Bob Chesney says. “He is as complete of a quarterback as you will find and he poses a huge threat 
to defenses, both with his arm and with his legs. He's mastered the playbook, and at the same time, he's a 
phenomenal leader for not only our offense but our entire team. We couldn't be more proud of him, and 
we look forward to watching him and his teammates compete throughout this postseason." 

Sluka is the third Holy Cross player to be honored by the NEFC with the Agganis/Zimman Award. Gordie 
Lockbaum was the first in 1987, and Dominic Randolph was the second in 2009. The award has been 
presented since 1966. 

Any persons wishing to attend the NEFW Banquet can make reservations on-line at 
https://newenglandfootballwriters.com/captains-%26-awards-banquet. Reservations are non-refundable 
and must be made by Friday, December 2.   
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