
  

 

Middlebury’s Ramos named Recipient of New England Football Writers Nason Award 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – Middlebury College linebacker Jordan Ramos has been named recipient of the New 
England Football Writers Jerry Nason Award presented to the senior student-athlete who has succeeded in 
football against all odds. The award will be presented at the New England Football Writers Captains and 
Awards Banquet on Thursday, December 8, at the Sheraton Framingham (Mass.) Hotel and Conference 
Center. 

Ramos, a native of Houston, Texas, has triumphed over numerous obstacles in his path to being a key 
component of the Panthers’ defense. He comes from a broken home where there is a history of drug 
addiction and abuse. Raised in a two-bedroom, single bathroom house along with his three siblings by his 
grandmother since the age of 11, Ramos dreamed of playing Division I football. When Division I recruiters 
didn’t see the need for a 5’8”, 185 lbs. linebacker, Ramos abandoned the dream of playing college football 
until a Middlebury assistant coach saw a highlight reel of his senior season in high school and invited him to 
campus.  

During his freshman year at Middlebury, Ramos tore an ACL. He rehabbed the injury and came back to the 
team for his sophomore season. Ramos felt physically taxed during his second year, but thought that was 
due to the aftereffects of the ACL injury. One day during the season, he awoke and had difficulty seeing. He 
was rushed to the hospital where he was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes. 

Living with and managing his Diabetes, Ramos became one of Middlebury’s leading tacklers in 2002. 

“Out of everything that has happened, trying to find balance and still excel at Middlebury has been one of the 
hardest things I have done,” Ramos says. “I am so much better for these challenges. I am so lucky to have had this 
chance to be here, and I am proud of myself for getting to this point. This is one of the most unexpected yet earned 
outcomes I have ever had in my life.”  

Ramos is the first Middlebury player to be honored by the NEFC with the Nason Award. The award has 
been presented since 1958. 

Any persons wishing to attend the NEFW Banquet can make reservations on-line at 
https://newenglandfootballwriters.com/captains-%26-awards-banquet. Reservations are non-refundable 
and must be made by Friday, December 2.   
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