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Guest Opinion

Before jumping on a bandwagon

“This suggests a path forward that doesn't fully
align with any political ideology but is centered
on scriptural truths. The Bible does not

negate the value of political engagement, but

it does prioritize spiritual engagement when

ByDonOvercash

The polarity of modern poitcs o
e leaves us grappling with the social
and moral ssues that tug at the fabric
of socety. In the seareh fo solutons.
o the probiems of sin and moralde-
cay, i can be tempting to align with

a politcal stance, be i e o right,
That scems o affer the orrect an-

‘When the politcal right focuses
solely on the punitve aspeets of sin
wilhout the temperance o grace and
forgiveness, they mirror the atitude of
the Pharisces whorm Jesus requently
Fibuked. The Pharksces wero criticioed
for ther hyporltial and judgmental
atitudes, a5 they neglected the “more

sportant matiers of he law — Jus-
tiee, merey and falthfulness” (Matthew
2335) The danger es i reducing
sin o1 seres of poliica ssues with-
out acknowledging the necessity of &
transtormed heart. Legislating a morsl
‘condition might establsh a rimi-

"l code, ut lawbrealers continue to
break the Taw:

“The palitca leftoften blames so-
cietal tructures for inequality,injus-
tice and oppression. Their approach
can echo biblical cails fo socta s
tice and care for the marginalized,
which s congistent with Jesue each-
ings such as “Love your ncighbor 45
yourself” (Matihew 22:99) snd his ac-
Rions toward the downtrodden. Pau)
Feminds us thal God i nota practl-
toner o partiality s “There is ni-
ther Jow nor Geniile, neither slave nor
free, nor i there male and female, for
‘you are all one in Christ Jesus® Gala
s 328),

However, the et can miss the mark
by disregarding the personal dimen.

Jon of s, While addressn systemic
souce i crucia, the Bibl alsd stresses:

confronting sin.’

Don rererash, prsidntof Ooeerash Consulting L1

individual repentance. “If wo claim to
be withautsin, we doceive ourslves
and the iruth fs ot n us” (1 John 1.
While applauding the socetal good de-
Sired by the political lf,there 1 sk
of focusing 50 much on the communal
hat the porsonal aspect of si'scorrup-
on and the ned for ndividual repens
tance and sancification are irtoally
ignored.

Therefor, boh sides, i thes -
spective views, can inadvertently mar-
sinalize the dual cllof Jesus (Mat-
hewe 72:36-30): To love God with al
ourhearts (which requirs personal ho-
liness and repentance) and o love our
neighibors as ourselves which man-
aes socal actlon and Jusico.

“True healing requires addressing
sin. Both sides find themadies prac-
icing sin management. They nobly be-
Tieve that man can correct e prob-
e withoutany outside intrference.
Seripture,howeter, points ot the need
for prsonal transformation In Ro-
‘mans 122, the Apastle Paul encour.
ages Chrstians o be transformed by
he renewing ofyour mind, while the
‘pealmist David ries out for God (0 ere-
i in him a “clean heart” (eaim S110-
12,

“This sugests a path forward that
docst fulyalign with any politi-
cal deology but i centered on serip-
Guraltruths. The Bible docs not ne
gale thevalueof poliical engagement,
bt it does prioritze spiitual cofage-
‘meat when canfronting sin. Rathr

than advocating or any politica idool
o, i calls for a personal adbercnco to
‘Christs teachings and the fruit of the
Spictas outined n Galatians 5:72-25
love, oy, peace,forbearance, kindness,
goodness,aithfulnes, geniencss and
Sl contro

“To traly grapple with sin and s s0-
cletal conscquences, we must turn (0
a holistic understanding of seripture.
We are reminded that al have siond
and fal short o the glory of God and
al are Justifed frcly by his grace
through the redemprion that came by
ChristJesus” (Romans 323.38). This
unity supersedes political afflations
and any other man-created divisions.
TLcalls ora comprebensive approach
hat secks t reconcile, redcem a0 e
store based on the ove, grace and wis-
dom of God

"As we approach Easter, now isan op-
portune time to come o grips with the
S sse facing al of huranity and 1
personaly conside the solution made.
available by the ove of God toward us
regarding sin, cspecally before ump-
g on any poitcal bandwagon which
historically ver promises and ails
0 delive. God, o the other hand,is
bt
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