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Among the people | photographed, it was the younger
generation that moved me the most. Many are my age, and
beyond the war, we actually had a lot in common: they spend
time on TikTok, hang out with friends, listen to the same
music, fall in love, get their hearts broken, and dream of the
future. But | also saw in Chin youth that is determined, guided
by strong values — justice, democracy, dignity — and willing
to fight for them. They are role models to me. | will always
admire them.

CIC: Compared to France, what do you wish the people in
Chinland would do?

That’s a tough question, because honestly, | don’t think the
Chin people have anything to learn from someone like me. |

1

it

CIC: Please introduce yourself and describe your
relationship with Chinland.

I’m a European photographer, and I’ve traveled to
Chinland several times. My first trip was in 2022, notably
in Victoria Camp and Thantlang, with the CNA. | quickly
fell in love with the region and was deeply moved by the
Chin people's struggle for democracy.

| decided to document their resistance against the junta
— to expose the military’s crimes against civilians and
capture this historic moment unfolding in this part of the
world. That’s why | returned for a month in 2023, and
again in 2024, mainly working alongside the CNA.

CIC: Memorable experiences in Chinland.

| carry many memories from Chinland — some painful,
others filled with joy. There were hard moments: the
fighting in Thantlang; ambushes on the road near
Ramkhlau; a deadly junta airstrike on the village of
Khuafo; and the suffering of civilians displaced by the
war, sheltering in the Bungkua camp.

But there were also joyful moments: singing around the
fire at Camp Victoria; laughing after falling off motorbikes
on muddy roads near Hakha in the rain; smoking cigars
on a little bridge in a village near Kalay; swimming in the
Thiau River; having Sanpiauh for breakfast. These are
memories that will stay with me for life.

CIC: Your view on the Chin people.

As a journalist, I've traveled widely — across continents
and conflicts — but I’'ve never met a people like the Chin.
| was struck by their kindness, their warm hospitality, and
their strong traditions. They are truly unique. What
touched me the most is their gentleness: they are a
people at war, yet they have preserved their humanity.
Their souls haven’t been hardened by conflict. That, to
me, proves they are fighting for a just cause.




o

don’t live what they live. | don’t feel what they feel. I've

never fought in a war. I’'ve never lost a loved one in conflict.

All | can say is that | believe their fight is just — crucial not
only for the region, but for the entire country. The Burmese
junta is criminal — it kills, burns, and destroys. Those who
stand for democracy and justice are on the right side of
history.

From my experience covering other conflicts, I've seen that
victory is not a sprint — it’s a marathon. It takes time. And

sometimes, even victory can bring internal divisions. That’s
why unity and humanity are the only real, lasting victories.

First, unity. The unity of the Chin factions is, in my opinion,
one of the keys to the region’s future. Past and present
rivalries — whether territorial or political — risk derailing
the path to victory. They can divide hearts and lead to
internal chaos, because there’s nothing more unnatural
than fighting your own people.

Then, humanity. War dehumanises. It breeds hatred and
rejection. One of the greatest challenges after war is to
break the cycles of violence that can consume us without
even realizing it. It takes strength, forgiveness, justice, and
humanity — but it’s the key to lasting peace.

CIC: Tell us about your photo exhibitions and the impact
they’ve had on European audiences.

My work documenting the Chin resistance has been

published and exhibited across Europe — in museums from
Italy to France to Eastern Europe. In Europe, people deeply
value democracy, resistance to oppression, and the pursuit

,?7(1(/(' 14

of revolution. In that sense, the Chin struggle echoes many
of Europe’s past fights. Thousands have seen your struggle,
heard your pain, and stand behind you. Many Christian
organizations, in particular, have been moved by your story,
as they share your faith.

| believe that information is one of the most powerful tools
we have. Through information, people become aware, and
awareness brings the power to act. That’s my role: to
inform, so that people can respond. Many in Europe want to
support the Chin cause and the Burmese people. While
distance makes that hard, public pressure and activism are
pushing governments to act — to sanction the junta and
boycott its war economy. Information also ensures that this
moment in history won’t be forgotten — that what is
happening in Chinland will be remembered.

CIC: What is the future with you and Chinland?

My dream is to return to Chinland, to continue working
alongside you, and to keep telling your story — and the
future you are building. But the situation is changing fast,
and it’s getting harder to come back. Still, | never forget
Chinland, and | know | will return. (&
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With heart ,
Chin Warrior Henry Dc Llan (Laipa)

“Put God finst. Always
remember who you are, what
you dream to be, and the roots

that shaped you.”
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humbled to accept the Chin Person

of the Year 2025 Award from the
Chin Youth Organization, North America.
My heartfelt gratitude goes to the
organizers of this powerful and timely
conference, Our Voice, Our Future, and to
all who took part in nominating and
selecting me for this meaningful
recognition.
This honor is not mine alone. It belongs
to all of you who believe in the power of
voice, in the courage of conviction, and in
the unstoppable energy of our youth. It
belongs to my mentors, my peers, and
especially to the brave young people
across Chinland and Myanmar who
continue to stand tall in the face of a
brutal military dictatorship. They remind
us every day that our voice is not just
important, it is indispensable to shaping
our collective future.

As | accept this recognition, | am
brought to a place of deep reflection—on
fifteen years of being associated and work
with the Chin Human Rights Organization,
or CHRO. It has been a journey of
learning, of growth, of falling and rising
again, held together by one unshakable
thread: purpose. CHRO, through its
visionary leadership and nurturing spirit,
has not only shaped who | am, but has
become a space where three generations
now work side by side, with shared
commitment and unwavering resolve.

| want to take a moment to honor
the founding members of CHRO, those
towering figures on whose shoulders we
proudly stand. They took the first steps
when speaking out was dangerous, when
hope was scarce. Because of their
courage and foresight, a new generation,
including myself, was equipped and
empowered to carry the mission forward.
And today, a third generation is rising,
bolder, smarter, and more passionate
than ever.

The future belongs to the youth,
but it is our shared responsibility to create
the platforms that help them thrive. We
must build enabling environments where
young people of every background and
identity are empowered to dream, to lead,
and to act, where courage is met with
competence, and where values are
translated into meaningful impact.

Today, our voice is more needed
than ever. Whether it is on the frontlines

I am deeply honored and profoundly

Acceptance speech by

Salai Mang Hre Lian

Recipient of 2024 US secretary of State Global
Human Rights Defender Award

We owe it to ourselves, and to
generations yet to come, to rise
above ignorance and resentment,
and to embrace wisdom, solidarity,
and compassion.

in Chinland, where young people risk their
lives for freedom, or on the global stage
where we speak truth to power, the voice
of youth is already shaping the narrative. |
have seen young people give their time,
their energy, and their talents, all while
balancing school, work, and personal
lives. They are not waiting for permission
to lead—they are already doing it. That is
the spirit we must lift up and sustain.

We cannot afford to be distracted
by petty divisions, political bickering, or
the shadows of a divided past. It is our
unity, NOT OUR UNIFORMITY, that will
define the future we are striving for. We
owe it to ourselves, and to generations
yet to come, to rise above ignorance and
resentment, and to embrace wisdom,
solidarity, and compassion.

Let us always remember that we
hold power, the power of our collective
voice, the power of our values, and the
power of our vision. What matters is how
we choose to use that power, for the
greater good, for justice, for freedom.

Let me leave you with something close to
my heart: CHRO's guiding principles:

Initiate, Inform, Inspire, and
Influence. First, we initiate —we dare to
begin, to act, to take that first courageous
step.Then, we inform—we speak truth, we
raise awareness, and we expose injustice.
From there, we inspire—we awaken
hearts, we mobilize minds, and we call

others to join us. And finally, we
influence —we shape policy, shift public
thinking, and forge lasting change.

This is not a one-time process. It
is a living, breathing cycle that drives
every movement for justice and dignity
forward.

Although | am deeply saddened
not to be with you in person today, my
heart is fully with you. | wish each of you
strength, inspiration, and success
throughout this gathering. May your
voices ring out with clarity, may your
ideas find wings, and may your dreams
take root in action.

Let us continue this journey
together, for the freedom of Chinland, for
a just and democratic Myanmar, and for a
future worthy of those who sacrificed
before us, and those still to come.
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