Child Travel Consent Policy

I'm often contacted by parents who wish to travel with their children while one parent remains at home, or whose children are going on holiday with friends or on a school trip, need paperwork notarising to grant parental consent.
Travel consent documents present potential risks. Because the document will enable a child to cross international borders accompanied by only one (or neither of) their parents these can be misused. Specifically, the notary may find themselves unwittingly facilitating child abduction or parental kidnapping. Given this risk, some notaries refuse to deal with such documents at all. 
I have chosen to take on this work, but only if the client is able to fulfil certain criteria. Specifically, I would need the following before I would agree to proceed -

	An original UK birth certificate for the child concerned. This should give the names of both the natural mother and father.


	The natural mother and father and the child should be in the UK and able to attend the meeting in person.


	The natural mother, father and child must be able to present their passports: and


	A travel consent letter detailing the intended trip with both departure and return dates as well as details of who the child will be travelling with.




Unfortunately, if all three of the above conditions cannot be met then I would not be able to assist.
PLEASE NOTE:	 I will not notarize any document which purports to grant consent for the child to relocate to another country on a permanent basis in the company of anyone. I will only notarise documents intended for holiday or short-term travel plans.
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