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Introduction 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 

called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 

too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 

love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 

believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

 

Prelude               

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God, now and forever.   Amen. 
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Opening Hymn – If That Isn’t Love 

- Is sponsored by Barb and Wally Allen. Hymn text can be found on page 14 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 

above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

First Reading: Acts 10: 44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives 

of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 

that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 

Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 

several days. 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm98 – All the Ends of the Earth 

- Psalm text can be found on page 15 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 

commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through 

love and faith. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we 

love the children of God, when we love 

God and obey his commandments. 3For 

the love of God is this, that we obey 

his commandments. And his 

commandments are not 

burdensome, 4for whatever is born of 

God conquers the world. And this is the 

victory that conquers the world, our 

faith. 5Who is it that conquers the 

world but the one who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God? 

  6This is the one who came by water 

and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 

water only but with the water and the 

blood. And the Spirit is the one that 

testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final 

testimony to his disciples to help them in the days 

ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all 

his commands, that they love one another. 

The holy Gospel according to John the 15th 

Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, 

so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 

you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call 

you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 

to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose 

me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I 

am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day – Ave Maria                                             Franz Schubert 

 

Creedal Affirmation 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in God the Father. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in Jesus the Son. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the 

bonds among all Christian churches. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. 

Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and 

sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying 

love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them 

your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

Caring Healer, you forget no one 

and accompany the lonely. Be 

present with those who are sick or 

suffering, especially…. Provide for 

those needing homes or medical 

care and point us towards life-

changing responses to these needs 

in our own communities. Be with 

the dying. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts 

her child, you comfort us. Bless 

mothers and mothering people in 

our lives. Comfort those who miss 

their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot 

be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 

remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their 

lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Offering Prayer 

Pour your Spirit upon these gifts, O God. 

Send them into the world 

as a sign and song of your joyous work of love. 

Use them to call and welcome into your house of love 

all who are your friends 

and our brothers and sisters.  

Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.   

Amen. 
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Blessing 

Jesus speaks again today: 

“This is my commandment, 

that you love one another 

as I have loved you.” 

Go in joy and faithfulness, knowing that you, 

the chosen friends of Jesus, abide in Jesus’ love 

and bear the gift of this love to the world. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Closing Hymn – A Living Faith 

- Hymn text can be found on page 15 

 

Postlude  
 

 

Worship Leaders 

 

Interim Pastor Rev. Dave Daubert 

Deaconess   Andrea Delaney 

Worship Assistants 

The Hammer Family – Randy, Danielle, Blake, 

Dane, Cody & Clint 

Organist Matthew Wahl 

Guest Soloist Robert Balsamo 

Radio   Bruce Cook 
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Special Offerings 

 

Note on Special Offerings 

Please consider sponsoring Radio Hour ($100), 7-Day Candle ($8), Bulletins 

($25), or the Newsletter ($50). The Radio, printed bulletins for those 

who aren’t online, and the Newsletter are vital communication 

ministries during this time!  

 

Our Tithes & Offerings 

When we practice gratitude, we begin to understand that everything is a gift 

from God and we can praise God for the gifts we have received which, in 

turn, leads us to be generous stewards of those gifts. As we seek to gather 

an offering for the mission of Holy Trinity in these times, we thank you for 

your sustained giving and support! This week, I’d like to ask 

for you to perhaps spend some time each day cultivating gratitude and 

generosity. Think of things you are grateful for, and ways you can be 

generous right now at home or at church. 

Then go and practice both gratitude and generosity this week, however you 

feel led to do so! 

 

Ways to Give to Holy Trinity  

1. Mail a check to the church 

2. Give online through our website: holytrinityelgin.com 

3. Give+ through Vanco – sign up on your phone (it’s an APP) 

4. Simply Giving – call the church to get signed up for a regular offering 

Offering last Sunday 5/3/2021 was $4,470.00 

YTD Offering towards Debt Reduction is $8,770 

 

The May Newsletter 

 

Is sponsored by LaVonne Whipple. 

Opening Hymn Is sponsored by Barb & Wally Allen 
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Announcements 

Pastoral Care 

If you need pastoral care please reach out to Chaplin David Rohlwing or 

Deaconess Andrea Delaney. 

Chaplain David: home 847-695-2745 or email: dwrohlwing@att.net 

Deaconess Andrea: cell 847-504-7029 or deaconessandrea@holytrinityelgin.com 

Church office: 847-742-2025 

 

Congregational Forum   

Updates & Announcements from the Council 

Mark your calendars, the Congregational Forum will be right after the 9:30 

am Worship Service next Sunday May 16th.  

 

Community Garden 

The garden has been tilled! Soon the plants will be in the ground and 

growing! This year we are inviting any member, friend, neighbor who would 

like to participate in the watering, weeding and harvesting. If you would like 

to be a part of the garden group, contact Matthew or Kristen Kolakowski.  

 

 

Summer Programs 

June 2 – July 28 the Children & Youth Summer Ministry will be held every 

other Wednesday morning from 10:00 – 11:30. Sessions will be held outside 

and include games, crafts, stories, walks and SNACKS! 

 

July 6-10 will be a Local Mission “Trip” for youth entering 6th thru 12th 

grade. Youth will spend the days learning about, Homelessness & Hunger in 

our communities; Service & Justice – the difference and how they work 

together; Serving at Soup Kettle; Sessions with local leaders and Bible stidies 

on service, justice and our call as Christians.  

 

August 2-5 VBS is Coming!! 

 

 

mailto:dwrohlwing@att.net
mailto:deaconessandrea@holytrinityelgin.com
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Holy Trinity Ministry Calendar 

Today Book Study at 11:00 am in the Community Center  

  Soup Kettle – 4:30 pm in Lind Hall 

Wed 5/12 Golden K Meeting at 9:00 am in Lind Hall  

Thur 5/13 Bible Study – 10:00 am in the Community Center    

Fri 5/14 Soup Kettle – 2:00 pm in Lind Hall 

Sun 5/16  Community Breakfast – 8:00am in Lind Hall 

Worship Service at 9:30 am  
In Person: Sanctuary*    Radio: WRMN 1410 AM    Live Stream: holytrinityelgin.com 

Congregational Forum at 10:30 am (right after worship) 

Soup Kettle – 4:30pm in Lind Hall 

Tue 5/18  Council Meeting at 6:00pm in the Community Center    

Thur 5/20 Bible Study – 10:00 am in the Community Center    

Fri 5/21 Soup Kettle – 2:00 pm in Lind Hall 

Sat 5/22  Worship Service at 5:00pm – In Person in the Sanctuary* 

 

 

 

*To comply with current covid19 restrictions we are required to 

limit the size of our gatherings. You will need to contact the 

church office or Deaconess Andrea to register to attend. We 

will use the IDPH guidelines posted the week of event for 

capacity limits. 

Remember that face masks and social distancing are required for 

all gatherings inside and outside the church (except for Zoom). 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

about:blank
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Upcoming Commemorations 

Sunday, May 9 - Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of 

the church and hymn writer, died 1760 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on 

Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian 

missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in 

these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns 

characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 13  

Ascension of Our Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, May 14 - Matthias, Apostle  

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' 

resurrection, as a replacement for the dead Judas Iscariot. He had 

traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's ministry. 

Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is 

moved to May 14 in agreement with most Western calendars. 
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What is your favorite Hymn?  

During the Easter Season you are invited to “Sponsor the Opening Hymn” 

($30.00) in memory or in honor of a loved one. Let the office know what 

hymn you would like played/sung. If there is a story behind your choice and 

you would like to share, we welcome that also! Donations should be marked 

“special music” and will be added to the fund so we can continue to have 

talented guest musicians during worship. Runs through Sunday, May 23. 

 

This morning’s Sponsored Opening Hymn: 

 

If That Isn’t Love 
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