
LIVING OUR FAITH SERIES
IMMIGRATION: FACTS  VS. FICTION



AN UNEXPECTED TURN



Not about party or politics, but faith
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REMARKS FROM THE HOLY FATHER TO
184 AMBASSADORS TO THE HOLY SEE.
MAY 6, 2025

òNo one is exempted from striving to ensure 
respect for the dignity of every person, especially 
the most frail and vulnerable, from the unborn to 
the elderly, from the sick to the unemployed, 
citizens and immigrants alike.ó

Pope Leo recalled that he too is òa citizen, the 
descendant of immigrants, who in turn chose to 
emigrateó and said: òAll of us, in the course of our 
lives, can find ourselves healthy or sick, employed 
or unemployed, living in our native land or in a 
foreign country, yet our dignity always remains 
unchanged: it is the dignity of a creature willed 
and loved by God.ó



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTERS IN CHRIST
THE FIRST MARIAN APPARITION IN THE AMERICAS

The miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupeinvolves the Virgin Mary's 
miraculous appearances to Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill in 1531, where 
she instructed him to build a shrine. Sharing the message with Bishop 
Juan de Zumárraga who requested proof of the apparition, Juan Diego 
returned to the site. 

Upon his return to the hill, he encountered our Blessed Mother once 
again. The Virgin told him to climb to the top of the hill and pick some 
flowers to present to the Bishop. Although it was winter and nothing 
should have been in bloom, Juan Diego climbed the hill where the Virgin 
bundled the flowers and placed them into Juan Diego's tilma (cloak). 
When Juan Diego presented the tilma of exotic flowers to Bishop 
Zumárraga, the flowers fell out and he recognized them as Castilian 
roses, which are not found in Mexico.  Even more miraculous, the tilma 
had been imprinted with a colorful image of the Virgin herself.

The Tilma: The image has 
remained intact with all 
its original vibrancy for 
475 years. The natural life 
span of a cloak made with 
fiber from the agave or 
maguey plant is only 
about 30 years.  It 
remains on display today.



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTER IN CHRIST
THE MOST VISITED PILGRIMAGE SITE IN THE WORLD

Over 20,000,000 pilgrims from throughout the Americas visit the
The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City annually.  
Wisconsin Connection: The Shrine to our Lady of Guadalupe, La Crosse, WI.



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTER IN CHRIST
THE INHERENT DIGNITY OF ALL KNOWS NO BORDERS OR BOUNDRIES

ñLikewise, Jesus Christ, loving 

everyone with a universal love, 

educates us in the permanent

recognition of the dignity of every 

human being, without exception.ò

  - Pope Francis



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTER IN CHRIST
CATHOLIC ELEMENTS OF IMMIGRATION REFORM

 άThe priority of the Lord, as the Prophets remind us, is for those

who are most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, the poor,

and the stranger ( Zechariah 7:10).ó
 τStatement of the USCCB Administrative Committee (March 17, 2022) 



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTER IN CHRIST
CATHOLIC ELEMENTS OF IMMIGRATION REFORM

 Element 1: Enforcement efforts should be targeted, proportional, and humane 

 Element 2: Humanitarian protections and due process should be ensured 

Element 3: Long-time residents should have an earned pathway to citizenship 

Element 4: Family unity should remain a cornerstone of the U.S. system 

Element 5: Legal pathways should be expanded, reliable, and efficient 

Element 6: The root causes of forced migration should be addressed 

January 2025



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTER IN CHRIST
CATHOLIC ELEMENTS OF IMMIGRATION REFORM



WE ARE ALL BROTHERS & SISTER
WHERE ARE IMMIGRANTS COMING FROM

https://www.pewresearch.org/short -
reads/2024/07/22/what -we -know -about -unauthorized -
immigrants -living -in-the -us/



WISCONSIN IMMIGRANTS
WHERE ARE IMMIGRANTS COMING FROM

Since 2021, Hispanics have been the largest minority group in the state
of Wisconsin.  447, 290 per 2020 U.S. Census
https://data.census.gov/profile/Wisconsin?g=040XX00US55

It is estimated 73,900 are undocumented
55,957 U.S. citizens live with at least one undocumented family member
https://cmsny.org/wp -content/uploads/2022/04/Hispanic_undocumented.pdf

5,440 are active DACA recipients
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/fact -sheet/immigrants -in-
wisconsin/#:~:text=Nearly%2056%2C000%20U.S.%20citizens%20in,eligible%20as%20they%20grew%20older.
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THE DIFFICULT SEARCH FOR TRUTH
FACT VS. FICTION

òThey donõt pay taxes & take our benefits!ó

òThey are criminals, prisoners and lunatics!ó

òThey should get in line and come here 
legally!

òIllegals are bringing Fentanyl to the U.S.!ó

òThey are taking American jobs!ó



THE FACTSé CRIME & IMMIGRANTS

Is it a crime to be undocumented in the United States?

NO!

U.S. Department of Justice:
óan alien apprehended while entering or attempting to enter the United 
States at a time or place other than as designated by immigration officers 
shall be subject to a civil penalty .ó 
(The Illegal Immigration Reform & Immigrant Responsibility Act 8 U.S.C. 
§ 1325)

https://www.justice.gov/archives/jm/criminal -resource-manual-1911-8-usc-1325-unlawful -entry-failure-depart-fleeing-
immigration 
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THE FACTSé CRIME & IMMIGRANTS
U.S. Dept. of Justice: Non-U.S. Citizens in the Federal Criminal Justice System, 1998ς2018 
ά¦Φ{Φ-born citizens were ten times more likely than immigrants to be incarcerated for 
committing weapons-related offenses, five times more likely for violent offenses, more than 
ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŘǊǳƎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΦέ
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/ncfcjs9818.pdf

Stanford Institute for Economic Research: Mythical tie between immigration & Crime
ISSUE DATE July 21, 2023

άhǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǳǇ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 
research from Stanford economist Ran Abramitzky and his co-ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ 
ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мпл ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ
https://siepr.stanford.edu/news/mythical-tie-between-immigration-and-crime

National Bureau of Economic Research: Law-Abiding Immigrants: The Incarceration Gap Between Immigrants 
and the US-born, 1870ς2020
ISSUE DATEJuly 2023
REVISION DATEMarch 2024

άthe likelihood of an immigrant being incarcerated is 60 percent lower than of people born in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ https://www.nber.org/papers/w31440
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THE FACTSé FENTANYL & IMMIGRANTS

Fact Sheet: DHS is on the Front Lines Combating Illicit Opioids, Including Fentanyl
Release Date: December 22, 2023

άaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фл҈ ƻŦ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛŎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ tƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ 9ƴǘǊȅ όth9ǎύ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎŀǊǘŜƭǎ 
ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ¦Φ{Φ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2023/12/22/fact-sheet-dhs-front-lines-combating-illicit-
opioids-including-
fentanyl#:~:text=The%20DHS%20strategy%20has%20evolved,used%20in%20the%20manufact
uring%20process.

Cato Institute: U.S. Citizens Were 89% of Convicted Fentanyl Traffickers in 2022
RELEASE DATE: AUGUST 23, 2023

ά!ǘ ƳƻǎǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ лΦллфpercent of the people arrested by Border Patrol for crossing illegally
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴȅ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊΦέ
https://www.cato.org/blog/us-citizens-were-89-convicted-fentanyl-traffickers-2022
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THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & TAXES
Institute of Taxation & Economic Policy (ITEP): Tax Payments by Undocumented Immigrants
RELEASED: July 30, 2024

- Undocumented immigrants paid $96.7 billion in federal, state, and local taxes
in 2022. Most of that amount, $59.4 billion, was paid to the federal 
government while the remaining $37.3 billion was paid to state and local
governments.

- More than a third of the tax dollars paid by undocumented immigrants go
toward payroll taxes dedicated to funding programs that these workers are
barred from accessing.

- Undocumented immigrants paid $25.7 billion in Social Security taxes,
$6.4 billion in Medicare taxes, and $1.8 billion in unemployment insurance
taxes in 2022.

- Income tax payments by undocumented immigrants are affected by laws
that require them to pay more than otherwise similarly situated U.S. citizens.



THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & TAXES

ITEP: (Continued)

- Up to 75% of undocumented immigrants pay federal, state, and local taxes.
https://sfo2.digitaloceanspaces.com/itep/ITEP-Tax-Payments-by-Undocumented-
Immigrants-2024.pdf

Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget:
Undocumented immigrants contribute over $15 billion per year into SSA, without 
intention of collecting benefits (Stephen Goss, Chief Actuary, SSA)
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/budgetary-look-immigration-reform
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THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & TAXES



THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & TAXES

Å For each year from 1994 to 2023, the US immigrant

  population generated more in taxes than they received

  in benefits from all levels of government.

Å Over that period, immigrants created a cumulative fiscal      

   surplus of $14.5 trillion in real 2024 US dollars , including $3.9  

   trillion in savings on interest on the debt.

Å Without immigrants, US government public debt at all levels   

   would be at least 205 percent of gross domestic product   

  (GDP)ñnearly twice its 2023 level.

https://www.cato.org/white -paper/immigrants -recent -effects -government -budgets -1994-2023



THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & TAXES
HOW UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS PAY TAXES?

- IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number System
- Bought, borrowed, stolen or fake social security number

Call the IRS and they will help you.
1-800-829-1040



THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & JOBS
Even with immigrant labor, U.S. has labor shortage

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Released March 18, 2025

άлΦф ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƴǘƘέ

https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2025/0-9-unemployed-people-per-job-
openings-for-fourth-consecutive-
month.htm#:~:text=On%20the%20last%20business%20day,figure%20unchang
ed%20since%20October%202024.



THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & JOBS
Even with immigrant labor, U.S. has labor shortage

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Released https://www.bls.gov/regions/midwest/news-release/jobopeningslaborturnover_wisconsin.htm

.7

7 available workers
for every 10 jobs



THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & JOBS
Even with immigrant labor, U.S. has labor shortage

Percentage of total workforce by industry that are undocumented
immigrants:

From the United States Department of Agriculture
- 42% of agriculture workers 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart-gallery/chart-detail?chartId=63466#:~:text=In%202020%E2%80%9322%2C%2032%20percent,percent%20held%20no%20work%20authorization.

From the Center for Immigration Studies
- 20% of construction workers 
- 12% of all accommodation & foodservice
- 11% of manufacturing workers
- 10% Administrative, support & waste management workers
- 8% Retail workers

https://cmsny.org/publications/undocumented -workers -in-high -growth -occupations -and -industries/

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart-gallery/chart-detail?chartId=63466#:~:text=In%202020%E2%80%9322%2C%2032%20percent,percent%20held%20no%20work%20authorization.
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THE FACTSé IMMIGRANTS & JOBS
Even with immigrant labor, U.S. has labor shortage

Dairy Herd Management

The Impact of Immigration Reform on U.S. Dairy Farms

Release January 27, 2025

ҵTgegpv"tgrqtvu"jkijnkijv"vjku"fgrgpfgpe{."ujqykpi"vjcv"qxgt"jcnh"qh"cnn"
dairy labor is performed by immigrant workers. In fact, dairies employing 
kookitcpv"ncdqtgtu"eqpvtkdwvg"vq"9;'"qh"vjg"W0U0"oknm"uwrrn{0Ҷ

https://www.dairyherd.com/news/business/impact-immigration-reform-u-s-
dairy-
farms#:~:text=Recent%20reports%20highlight%20this%20dependency,of%20t
he%20U.S.%20milk%20supply.
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THE FACTSé IMMIGRANT PATHWAYS
Why Don't Unauthorized Migrants Come Here Legally?

-    bƻ άƭƛƴŜέ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ undocumented immigrants.

- Many undocumented immigrants are barred from obtaining legal status 
while inside the United States.

- Family-based immigration is limited to certain close family relationships 
and is numerically restricted

- Employment-based immigration requires a U.S. employer to request 
specific foreign workers

Source: https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/fact -sheet/why -dont -they -just-get -
line/
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IMMIGRANTS & NATIONAL SECURITY
The Selective Service & the defense of our country.


