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District III is blessed with exceptional members. 
I received the following from Fran Kolet con-
cerning a member who goes above and beyond 
to help others.

“We have attended Wally’s Squadron RC event 
in Summersville, West Virginia, for the last 5 
years. James “Buck” Hamrick and his wife Betty, 
along with the other club members, have been 
hosting this event for 31 years. They do not 
charge any fees for fl ying and the barbecue 
dinner on Saturday night is donation only. They 
support local youth groups activities such as 
band, cheerleading, etc. 

“In 2022, heavy rains caused fl ooding and the 
event was canceled. Many fl iers and their families 
were enroute and came anyway. Usually there 
are more than 100 pilots; however, this year there 
were 25 or so, despite the fl ooded fi eld. Normally 
prizes are given to the women, children, and the 
RC pilots during the event, however because it 
was canceled, Buck and Betty donated the col-
lected gift s to under privileged children. 

“As we were leaving Summersville, we saw 
Buck in a parking lot loading several cases of 
pork butts into his truck. Buck said since they 
didn’t have the barbecue, they were donating 
them to local women’s shelters, senior centers, 
and people in need. 

“Wally’s Squadron has promoted model avi-
ation at its best. The club’s motto is Flying, 
Friendship & Fun. Wally’s Squadron is well 
known in the community having won awards 
by the chamber of commerce and tourist bureau 
for promoting the Summersville area. I talked 

with several attendees, and we all agree that 
Buck and the club should be considered for the 
Carl Goldberg Vital People Award.” 

Thank you, Fran, for nominating Buck Hamrick 
for this prestigious award. Congratulations Buck, 
Betty, and Wally’s Squadron. To learn more about 
this award, visit www.modelaircraft .org/clubs/
recognition-rewards. 

I received the following from Ohio DIII member 
Todd Powell.

The model 
aviation com-
munity unex-
pectedly lost 
an educator 
and modeler, 
Richard “Dick” 
Millard, in 
October 2022, 
at the age of 80. 
Dick began his 
love of model 
aviation at 8 
years old and 
was a proud 
U.S. Army 
veteran and fl ew RC airplanes throughout his 
life. 

In the 1990s, he founded the Wright State 
Renegades RC Club at Wright State University in 
Fairborn, Ohio. Wright State University took 
notice of Dick and asked him to teach the senior 
engineering students to build and fl y RC aircraft . 
Dick taught thousands to build and fl y RC models. 

When the university expanded its campus, 
the Renegades were forced to move and Dick 
changed the name to Fairborn Flying Aces RC 
Club in Fairborn, Ohio. To honor Dick, the 
Fairborn Flying Aces RC Club will host a 
Memorial Fun Fly on Memorial Day, May 29, 
2023, from 10 a.m. until dark. The landing fee 
is $10. There will be food for donations and 
raffl  es of prizes with all funds raised going to 
his family. If you are unable to attend but would 
like to donate to the family, send your donation 
to PayPal at FairbornFlyingAces@gmail.com 
and note that it is for Dick’s family. 

Until next month, stay safe and fl y safely. 
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Randy Adams, Fairfield OH; (513) 484-
3318 ; r1rcpilot@gmail.com

Mike Barbee, Delaware OH; (740) 
362-5545; mabarbee@aol.com

Jeff Black, New Oxford PA; (717) 965-
5634; jrblack1964@gmail.com
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545-6652; butler_james@msn.com
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283-7447; racer749@gmail.com 

Dan Luchaco, Sayre PA; (607) 481-
4541; pafflyer23@gmail.com 

Jim Martin, Franklin OH; (937) 260-
0143; hooitelovesremy@yahoo.com

Al Myers, Canfield OH; (330) 506-
6194; ajm5176@gmail.com

Joseph Vislay, Monclova OH; (419) 
450-6617; jvislay54@gmail.com

John Zoldak, Ravenna OH; (330) 554-
9455; jzoldak316@yahoo.com

Lisa Zoldak, Ravenna OH;  (330) 348-
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CL/FF/RC EVENT SANCTION 
COORDINATORS

Nelson Gould (PA), 1340 Oak Dr., 
Macungie PA 18062; (484) 515-7888; 
at6snj@ptd.net

Sheila Nitsch (OH, WV ), 5650 Boyd 
Rd., Grove City OH 43123; (614) 877-
3453; tnitsch@columbus.rr.com
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Dick Millard always promoted his 
love of model aviation.

Buck Hamrick proudly displays the Carl & Beth 
Goldberg Vital People Award.


