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With the COVID pandemic subsiding, my
family decided to take a vacation to Dauphin
Island, Alabama. We had a great week of swim-
ming and relaxing on the beach, however, I
needed some model aviation activity. Using the
AMA club flying club search (www.modelaircraft.
org/club-finder), I located the Azalea City Model
Aeronautics Club in Irvington, Alabama.

I contacted club President Raymond Murtha
and we set up a day to fly. The club has a nice
flying field, featuring a paved runway with a
large, covered pit area for shelter from the hot
Alabama sun.

I spent the day flying and talking to the club
members about the club activities, which
includes buddy boxing students and fundraising
for the community. Thank you, Azalea City
Model Aeronautics, for welcoming me to your
club.

A few of the members of the Azalea City Model
Aeronautics Club showed me a good time.

While I was on vacation, the annual Joe Nall
event took place at Triple Tree in Woodruff, South
Carolina. I followed the activities via social
media and noticed that two models were getting
a lot of attention. Both models were built by
District III members from Pittsburgh.

Chuck Gratner designed and built a classic
1920s-era monoplane he calls the Riley B. Chuck
has made several of these models, with each
one successively larger. The finish on this aircraft
is astounding with a fuselage that is made of
laminated wood coated with a clear finish.
Chuck’s model won the coveted Bob Smith

Otuck Gratner displays his award="
winning-Riley B at Joe Nall 2022.
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Ed Andrews’ Giant Scale Gee Bee at Joe Nall 2022.
Photo by Jason Cole/RC Groups.

Trophy at Joe Nall, given to the most outstanding
aircraft at the event. For more information about
the Riley B, go to www.gratnerbrothers.com.

The other model at Joe Nall was a 51%-scale
13-foot wingspan Gee Bee designed and built
by Ed Andrews. Ed finished this model in 2017
and showed it at The Toledo Show: R/C Model
Expo and other events. This aircraft features a
finished cockpit, hand-carved propeller, and a
beautiful finish.

Ed, whois an excellent pilot, hasn’t flown the
model because he put in more than two years
constructing it and prefers that it go to a museum
where it could be appreciated.

Congratulations to Chuck and Ed for your
outstanding models and for representing AMA
District III at Joe Nall.

On May 20, 2022, | attended a Potluck Dinner
Fun Fly hosted by the Pegasus RC Club in
Hagerstown, Maryland. The Pegasus club has a
beautiful facility featuring a large, covered pavil-
ion and a nicely manicured grass runway. In
addition, the club hosted a MultiGP FPV racing
event on the field behind the main flightline.
Incidentally, although the Pegasus clubis in
Maryland, it is considered District III because
the club president lives just across the border
in nearby Pennsylvania. I am looking forward
to attending more events with this fine club.
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Some of the pilots and airplanes that attended the
Pegasus Potluck Fun Fly.

Until next month, stay safe and fly safely. =

Mark Radcliff

Vice President
mradcliff@suddenlink.net
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ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENTS

Randy Adams, Fairfield OH; (513) 484-
3318; rircpilot@gmail.com

Mike Barbee, Delaware OH; (740)
362-5545; mabarbee@aol.com

Jeff Black, New Oxford PA; (717) 965-
5834; jrblack1964@gmail.com

Jim Butler, Saint Albans WV; (304)
545-6652; butler_james@msn.com
Dave Chisholm, Valencia PA; (724)
4L94-2025 ; dave@satcomsystems.com
Nelson Gould, Macungie PA; (484)
515-7888; atBsnj@ptd.net

Tony Husak, Hartsgrave OH; (440)
283-7447; racer749@gmail.com

Dan Luchaco, Sayre PA; (607) 481-
L541; pafflyer23@gmail.com

Jim Martin, Franklin OH; (937) 260-
0143; hooitelovesremy@yahoo.com
AlMyers, Canfield OH; (330) 506-
6194; ajm486@hotmail.com

Joseph Vislay, Monclova OH; (419)
450-6617; jvislay54@gmail.com

John Zoldak, Ravenna OH; (330) 554-
9455; jzoldak316@yahoo.com

Lisa Zoldak, Ravenna OH; (330) 348-
4543; bigredbice@gmail.com
CL/FF/RCEVENT SANCTION
COORDINATORS

Nelson Gould (PA), 1340 Oak Dr.,
Macungie PA18062; (484) 515-7888;
atbsnj@ptd.net

Sheila Nitsch (OH, WV), 5650 Boyd
Rd., Grove City OH 43123; (614) 877-
3453; tnitsch@columbus.rr.com
WEBMASTER

Lisa Zoldak, Ravenna OH; (330) 348-
4543; bigredbice@gmail.com
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