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A pharmacist shows a bottle of the drug hydroxychloroquine in Oakland, Calif., on April 6, 2020. (Ben Margot/AP Photo)
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Last week, America’s Frontline Doctors (AFLDS) came to speak in Kansas City, Missouri. AFLDS founder Dr.
Simone Gold brought her message that COVID-19 is nothing to fear and that there are treatments available. At the
start of the pandemic, she was fired after speaking out in support of anti-malaria medication hydroxychloroquine

(HCQ).

At the time, President Donald Trump was praising the effectiveness of the drug, but shortly after, the FDA revoked
emergency use authorization for it. Now, recent studies are confirming that “Low-dose hydroxychloroquine
combined with zinc and azithromycin was an effective therapeutic approach against COVID-19.”

The Epoch Times interviewed Sarah Absher, a registered nurse who worked in the field for 8 years but quit this
spring and decided to volunteer with AFLDS after what she witnessed. She expressed her passion for the “medical

freedom fight” and offered previously unseen materials to support her claims.

She began by introducing herself: “I love being a nurse and had the same concerns as Dr. Gold when we saw what
was going on.”
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Absher worked through the pandemic up until March 17 of this year. She said she hoped that things would change
after the election, but when the big vaccine push came, she knew she couldn’t in good conscience stick with the
common narrative on COVID-19: “Part of our job is to gather informed consent. With these vaccine trials, they’re
not offering informed consent. They say it’s safe for pregnant women but pregnant women were excluded from
the trials.”

Study C4591001 Pregnancies

Women were screened for pregnancy prior to each vaccination.

Positive test resulted in exclusion or discontinuation from
vaccination.

23 pregnancies (as of Nov 14, 2020)

* Totals reported: 12 vaccine, 11 placebo

* Vaccination prior to last menstrual period (LMP): 4 vaccine, 2 placebo

* Vaccination within 30 days after LMP: 4 vaccine, 6 placebo

* Vaccination >30 days after LMP: 0 vaccine, 2 placebo

* LMP not known: 4 vaccine, 1 placebo

* Pregnancy outcomes:
- Placebo group: Spontaneous abortion, retained products of conception
— Otherwise not known, to date

43

Clinical data on the participation of pregnant women in vaccine trials. (Courtesy of Sarah Absher)

Safety and Effectiveness

Have appropriate and adequate protocols been followed to ensure the

safety and effectiveness of the vaccines?

Larry Givner, MD, Co-chair, COVID-19 Vaccine Planning Team, and Professor,
Pediatrics, offers this opinion: “"We have a lot of data about it, and it appears to be
very safe and very effective. I would urge people not to be frightened of the
vaccine, but to feel very, very comfortable with it. I will be sure to be vaccinated at
the appropriate time and the same for all my family.”

And from Christopher Ohl, MD, Co-chair, COVID-19 Vaccine Planning Team, and
Professor, Infectious Diseases: “I really encourage people to get vaccinated. I'm
confident with the efficacy and safety data.”

I'm pregnant. Is the COVID-19 vaccine safe for me? +

The FDA and the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices have said
pregnancy is not a contraindication to vaccination. The American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology now recommends that pregnant women get vaccinated
because of their higher risk of complications if they get COVID-19. If you decline
until after you deliver, the vaccine would be offered to you then. You may choose
to discuss this with your obstetrician.

(Courtesy of Sarah Absher)

‘Vaccine Talking Points’

“We all feel like we saw that things were not right. But physicians are all about reputation and with today’s cancel
culture. They [the patients] are looking at us and trusting what we’re saying. And there was this unspoken line at
my job. If I had deviated from the narrative .. that’s why I left. When we received ‘vaccine talking points.’”
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UPDATED January 19, 2021: The following talking points are intended for physicians,
APPs, house staff and nurses to talk to patients about the COVID-19 vaccine. We will
keep you informed of updates in our vaccination process as the vaccine becomes
available to age groups/phases. Please continue to check the COVID-19 Vaccine Intranet
site regularly for updates.

Availability/Safety

The Pfizer and Modema COVID-19 vaccines are approved for use in the United States.
Our experts have been serving on local, state and national vaccine committees and
reviewing data to make sure that the vaccines we offer are safe and effective.

We believe both vaccines are safe, effective and will help us end this pandemic.

We receive our vaccine supply from the State of North Carolina. We do not know when
or how much we will receive often until the day before receipt.

Vaccination Process

* We are now scheduling COVID-18 vaccinations for current patients age 65 and older.
Starting Wednesday, January 20, at 8 am, patients may call 336-70-COVID (336-702-
6843) to schedule COVID-19 vaccination appointments.

» We are vaccinating our health care workers according to North Carolina guidelines to
make sure we are here for you when you need us.

» Following State of North Carolina guidelines, we began vaccinating groups of our
patients on January 7,

o [t will take a while to vaccinate, depending on vaccine supply.

» The State of North Carolina determines current supply and sends vaccine to Wake
Forest Baptist Health and local health departments.

e There are two ways to be vaccinated: Make an appointment with us, or contact your

local health department (download and print list to give patients).

+ Vaccinations here at Wake Forest Baptist Health will be given by appointment only at
this time — no walk-ins,

Vaccine ‘talking points’ (Courtesy of Sarah Absher)

No claims should be made, either explicitly or implicitly, that the drug, biologic or
device is safe or effective for the purposes under investigation, or that the test article
is known to be equivalent or superior to any other drug, biologic or device. Such
representation would not only be misleading to subjects but would also be a violation
of the Agency's regulations concerning the promotion of investigational drugs [21 CFR
312.7(a)] and of investigational devices [21 CFR 812.7(d)].!

21 CFR § 312.7 - Promotion of investigational drugs:

(a) Promotion of an investigational new drug. A sponsor or investigator, or any
person acting on behalf of a sponsor or investigator, shall not represent in a
promotional context that an investigational new drug is safe or effective for the
purposes for which it is under investigation or otherwise promote the drug. This
provision is not intended to restrict the full exchange of scientific information
concerning the drug, including dissemination of scientific findings in scientific or

lay media. Rather, its intent is to restrict promotional claims of safety or

effectiveness of the drug for a use for which it is under investigation and to

preclude commercialization of the drug before it is approved for
commercial distribution.2

Vaccine ‘talking points’ (Courtesy of Sarah Absher)

Absher also pointed out: “I'm not against vaccines. I've gotten every vaccine you can get except this one. But the
more they push it, the more it repels me. It just makes me realize that the public has a fundamental lack of
understanding of what clinical trials are.”

She explained the three long phases of clinical trials, which have not been finalized for the COVID-19 vaccines.
Before Phase 1 there is animal testing. Then Phase 1 opens up trials for small groups of people where they are
compensated for allowing themselves to be experimented on. Then in Phase 2, if animal testing or Phase 1 does
not show serious issues, a larger group of people is tested. Finally, if that group does well, then Phase 3 goes
forward to test even more people in hospitals with their consent. If issues are found during any of these phases,
the drug must be perfected.

“How do we go from that to just, we’'re going to give this to people and if they have an adverse reaction, that’s just
that? That’s the story COVID. It’s that everything has deviated from normalcy, especially the medical industry.
We’re seeing a lot of anecdotal evidence. We had a better system for collecting data. But we haven’t been careful
now. I don’t understand why they’re pushing so hard. If you look up FDA regulations, they’re not even following
their own regulations. You cannot say something is safe while it’s still in clinical trials.”
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Changing Medical Standards

Absher described her frustration with how COVID-19 has been handled: “At the very beginning of all this, we
didn’t know. But it’s okay to say we got it wrong. But doctors, especially young doctors, have trouble admitting
when they make a mistake, and nurses, we often have to tell them to just be honest and admit it.”

She explained why she left the profession: “Our job as medical professionals is to reel in the terror. But with
COVID they were encouraging it.”

“I wouldn’t go back unless medicine changed. It needs to change.”

Her experience with patients offers more perspective: “[The] 2017-2018 flu season was the worst I've ever seen. We
were short-staffed. A lot of nurses and doctors got the flu even with a flu vaccine. And patients died. But come
January, February 2020, none of my patients were dying. And [ work in oncology with leukemia patients. We call
them the ‘canary in the coal mine’ patients because their immune systems are so weak.”

Medicine ‘Has Become Unrecognizable’

Getting back to the use of controversial treatments like HCQ, she noted “It’s not just HCQ and ivermectin, but
there are plenty of treatments that are encouraging. What’s so unique about COVID is that it didn’t matter if the
drug worked anymore. Medicine as a profession has become unrecognizable.”

She then noted how this drove her to join AFLDS: “You can be a darling of the left one day, but if you deviate, you
get attacked the next. I know we need to hold ourselves to a higher standard because we’re dealing with people’s
lives.”

She pointed out that “in India, when they stopped using anti-malarials [like HCQ], that’s when the big spike hit
with COVID. And when questioning why the First World is doing so poorly, but Africa is not, Africa is doing better
because they take HCQ once a week to prevent malaria, so they had like no deaths.”

The Cost of Speaking Out

When asked about how her family has handled her decision to leave nursing she said, “My husband is incredibly
supportive. He saw me go into a deep depression during COVID. I really thought people would see and things
would change.”

But unfortunately, not everyone is as supportive. “My parents, they are 100 percent bought in. They’re former
government lawyers. In their minds, the government would never do anything wrong. Things got very divisive
when the big vaccine push started. I haven’t spoken to my dad, and we were very close, since February. And I

haven’t talked to my mom since March. We’re at war.”

Medical professionals like Absher who speak out against the narrative get canceled, and information about them
gets censored. But she does hope that in coming forward, others will speak out.
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