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Mr.  Thomas K le in ,  Cha i r
Waylarrd Bo;rrd of Health Committee

Waylarrd Town Hal l

41 Coclr i tuate Road

Waylarrd, t \4/ \  01778

June 18,2012

Dear Clrairrnan Klein and Committee Members;

I  anr wri t i r rg on beh;al f  of  the oak Hi l l  & Meadowview Neighb,orhood Associat ion with concerns about

the p.: ;s ible negat ive health impact of act iv i t ies involving the clear cutt inS of t rees by NSTAR in our

communit l , .  tam a pfrysician in Boston and reside at 38 Oak Hl l l  Road in Wayland. Our neighborhood

borders thr:  power l in,es owned and serviced by NSTAR, who recent ly plowed thncugh with heavy

equipment clear cutt i r rg al l  t rees and vegetat ion beneath the l ines. This has lef t  a sizable tract of  land

essent ial ly exposed tc erosion and al tered drainage and wash-out '  we bel ieve that NSTAR intends to

apply herbicide to thi : ;  exposed land as wel l

Our conr:€rrns as a nreighborhood are twofold as it relates to these activities an'd a possible local health

impact.  First ly,  the torryn wel l that is adjacent to cleared land ntay receive al tered water drainage

contairr ing potent ial ly toxic chemicals from herbicides and the exposed cleared land. For instance,

trucks; and heavy equipment used in the clear ing have been otrserved to leak oi l  '& fuel  f rom t ime to

t i m e .  T h e p r o p e r t y o l i t h e W a y l a n d R o d & G u n C l u b i s c l o s e b y , a n d h a s b e e n s u s ; p e c t t o c o n t a i n

depo:; i ts o, f  lead shot that might contaminate ground water.  Secondly,  we have (:oncerns that the

appl icat ion t) f  any herbicide wi l l  a lso create new potent ial  hea l th hazards and r isks to chi ldren and pets

in the neighborhood. At this t ime, we have no detai ls about t l te type of chemical herbicides that would

be usred, bul t  we would l ike to be proact ive in determining thal  proper approvals are obtained and safety

precaut iorrs are fol lowed, and that the Board of Health is ful ly aware in advance of our concerns.

I  wrelconre the opportunity to address the Committee in person on Monday, June 25 and appreciate

a l l  due cor rs idera t ion  to  our  mutua lconcerns '

Respectful ly,
-)

,a'( ^.,'\ \ x
CL*--t U (.----:;,

P a u l A .  C h u r c l r ,  M . D .
38 Oak H i l l  Rc ,ad

CC:  l \ l s .  Ju l ia  Junghanns
lt / rr .  Dan Ouel let te,  DPW
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The Board  o f  Se lec tman

The Board  o f  Hea l th

iune 25 ,  2012

Herb ic ide  t rea tment  by  NStar  in  the  Oak H i l l  Road/Meadowv iew Road ne ighborhoods

Seve ra lhea l t h  conce rns  have  been  ra i sed  by  res iden ts  i n  t l r e  C tak  H i l l  Road /Meadowv iew  Road

ne ighb ro rhoods .  The  l l oa rd  o f  Hea l t h  asks  t ha t  no  he rb i c i de  t rea tmen t  be  app l i ed  by  NS ta r  o r  t he i r

subcon t ra r : t o r s  un t i l  t he  Boa rd  o f  Hea l t h  has  the  oppo r tun i t y  t o  mee t  w i t h  an  NSta r  rep resen ta t i ve  o r

subcon t rac to r  p r i o r  t o  any  he rb i c i de  app l i ca t i ons  i n  t he  a rea  t l r a t  has  been  recen t l y  c l ea red .

Conservat ion Comm ission
Board  o f  Pub l ic  Works
NStar

Cc:


