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i l lp $Subject: Birch Road Well Reactivation and Water Treatment Plant, ' fown of
Framingharm, EOEEr\ | 4 197

Dear Secretary Borvles:

The Massachusetts Water Resources Authoritr' (NIWRA) appreciates the opportunity to
comment olt the 

-fown 
of Frarningham's Birch Road Well l l .edevelopment EIR.

Irrarningham's EIR documents the 
-l-own's proposal to rcactivate i ts iocal lvaler source,

the Birch l load Wclls, to provide .*.3 mii l ion gallons per day on an annual basis. Since
the rclationship o1' l"ramingham to MWRA is touched upon in nranl '  places in the EIIt,
this letter is intended to provide furthcr information on MWRA service to Framingham.

For more than frfty years. Framin,gham iras bcen a mcmbcr of the MWRA water and
se\\rer service areas. Framingham joined the rvater system in 1966 (prior to 1966. the
Torvn purchased MDC rvater via rLon-member user Agrcements) and joined the lvlWRA
Ser.ver System in 1957, rvhen the lrrar-r-ringham Trunk Server rvas constructed to sr:rve
limited areas of lirarningham. Framingham is rvell served by MWIi-A and the
investments that MWRA has made to provide modern and cost cf-fbctive r.r'ater and
\\ 'aste\vater serviccs.

These investments include MWRy'r 's Integrated Water Supply Program, $1.7 bi l l ion i0-

)'ear program consisting of a seriers of projects to protect u'atershcds and to build ner.v
treatment and transmission facilitics. The highest quality cirinking water is ensured by an
aggressive rvatcrshcd protection prograrn couplcd n'ith the recently constructed John
J.Carroll 

'freatnrent 
Plant. Excellent redrrndancl, anrJ reliabrlity of r,vater supply

transmission is provided via dedicated conncctions betrveen MWRA and F'rantingham.
During tlte recent construction of the Metrowest 1-unnel, N4WRr\ incurred significant
expense to built fbur riser shatis to assure reliable watL-r supply to Irramingham. The riser
shalis and associated piping and rralves provide connections fiom both the MetroWest
Tunnel and the Hultman Aqueducl to each of the fbur Frarningham pump stations. The
MetroWest Tunnel is part of the total asset value of the MWRA u,aterr.vorks system; all
\\'ater system communities now share in the cosl of paf ing off these assets.
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Allocation of r,vater supph, to Framingham is not an issue lbr iUWRA, both becaLrse of

plentitul supplv and because Ir,{WRA has constructed dedicated interconnections betrl'een

in. tutWtt-A. and Irramingham s1,stems. While current and lbreseeable circumstances thus

slrggest that there are no operatiorLal benehts to ivl\\"R-A associated lr'ith Framingham's

development of local sources and its reduction of n'ithdrau'als from iVlWR-A, there u'ould

be economic consequences to otfrer lvl\ \ /R.\ communit ies. iVlost of MWRA's u'ater

sr,rppll 'costs zrre f lxed; operating costs varv l i t t le uith demand. so a decrease in \\ater

clcmand in the exist ing service area requires N4\\ 'RA to either raisc the unit cost of u'ater

sold or expand its rate base (e.g.. add netv communit ics) to ensure suff lcient re\ 'entles to

cover costs. Framingham's proposal to decrcirse i ts demand l iorn IvIWRA exacerbates

the f inancial problems associated ri  i th alreadl '  shrinking *atcr sales.

l1 i ts discussion of thc applicabil i ty of the Interbasir.r 
' [ ' ransler 

Act (11'A), thc EIR ref 'ers

to Framinghiun's connection to NIWRA/NII)C's lrrantinghatn Reservoir #3 r ' ia the Winter

Street Pump Station and notes thal the \\ ' intcr Strcct pump station r.vas used b1

firan"ringham l iorn 1930s to the l9t50s as a rcgular sol lrce of n'ater. 
' fo 

provide l irrther

context, i t  is i tnportant to strcss that thc \\ ' inter Street pl l l)-tp station rvithdrnv water l iom

a lVlctropoli tan Watcr Distr ict (MDC/NIWR,,\) pipcl ine and Frar.ningham paid lbr the

\\ 'ater cluring this t irne. Framingtran chose to entcr i t t to a contract to pttrchasc w'tt tcr

rather than dcvelop its ou'n intiastructure.

fhc *'ater in thc Sr.rclburl',/flamingham l{cscrvoir s}'stem originatcs liom both ri,'ithin and
outsicie thc Suclburi 'Basin. Historical l l .  \ \ 'atcr l iom thc Chicopcc and NashLra I l iver
basins \\as convcl 'ed cast* 'ard l ' ia thc \\ 'acl ' iusett Opcn Chatnncl, u'hich f low'eci intcr

Sudbury Resenoir. 
- l 'hc 

proport ion of Sudburv to Chicopec/Nashua varicd. br.rt ccrtainl l '
thc SLrdbury' rvatershecl is rnuch smallcr than thc uatershed of the Quabbin/Wachttsctt
Resen'oirs. Once thc IILrl tman Aqueduct \\ 'as constructed in the 1940s. thc proport ion of
\\ater l j 'on-r the Chicopce,4"lashuzr River basins that f loued into thc Sudbury rcscrvti ir
svstcm dccreasecl; the I lr-r l trnan Aqucduct replaced thc f irnction of thc Open Channel t i l
conve\'  l lorv l iorn Marlborough to \\ /estc)n r. ' ia l iramingharn. IVIWRA sti l l .  howcvcr.
continued to cl ischarge water t iorn thc \\ i i ichusctt l{esen'oir into thc Wachusctt Opcn
Channel and thc Sudburl '  svstern.

' l 'oclay 
thc north Suclbury' s1,stern is an iVlWR.,\ emcrgcnc\ sourcc, i t  is st i l l  protected

througir ri'atershed managenlcnt and iU\\'i{r\ ratepa\ers con',inllc to fund Paymcnts in
l- ieu of 

' l 'ares (Pilot) pa1'ments to North SudbLrri walershed cornmunit ics. MS/RA's
rights and abil i t l '  to Llse the Sudbrlry u'alershed s1'stcrn in the f irture cannot and shoulcl
not  bc comprorn iscd.

I-he above noted considerations should be t irctored into the I ' l 'A anallsis.

Thc- EIR indicates t l .rat Framingham intends to nithdra*'1,570 mil l ion gallons annually
tiorn its Birch Road lvells. and tfrat potentral gror-rnd and surface rvater impacts in the
SLrdburl 'basin cor"r lcl be rnit igatecl bv curtai l ine iocal solrrce * ' i thdrau'als during lou'f- lorv
periods and increasing i\4\VRA n,i 'rhdrauals at such t imes. Because of the success of i ts
conservation programs cor.rplecl w'ith the improvements that lv{WRA has unclertaken to



provide its member communities the best u'ater sLrppll' around. lvl\tr/RA has more than
adccluzrte capacity' to meet Frarningham's derrands. *,hether or not the Tou'n's use of i ts
proposed local sources is uhimatel l '  restr icted.

The EIR reflects Framingham's intent to dischar-ee its r.,'ater treatment residuals to the
iVl\\/RA s1'stem and indicates that the sludge discharged from the water treatment facility
into the sanitary, sewer s) 'stem shall  not exceed the al lou'able 3% maximum total
suspencled solicls concentration. l lhe 

-foxn 
intends to subnrit  a Server Use Discharge

Permit Application for Publicly Ou,'necl Drinking \\'ater Plants to lvlWRA at least 90 da1's
prior to commencement of operations. pursuant to N{\\ ' fu\ 's Sewer l-Jser Regulations
(360 CIvIR 10). That Server Use Dischtrrge application mav be obtained f ioni Lisa
Chirpman. MWRA Inclustr ial Coordinator. at (617 ) 305-5622. Along . 'r ' i th the
application. Frarningham nlust also sr"rbmit a complete and dctai led hydraulic anall ,sis of
the seu'cr sy'stcm that u' i l l  receir ' , :  the el ' f luent l iom the nater treatnrent plant. 

-f 'his

analy'sis is required to ensurc adequate crprcit ies are a\ai lable. Irramingham must also
have the capacity to hold i ts discharqe t iont i ts r.r 'ater trcatment laci l i t l '  for at least three
clal's.

Should vou havc any cprcstions or desire lurther infbrmation, please do not hesitatc to
con tac t  Pam I l c i dc l l  a t  f 617 )  788  -1102

Vcrr.' trulr' \ 'oLlrs.
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Pro gram lvl anap,er. I{e gr-rl atory C om pl i anc c
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Peter Sc-IIc-rs, Framingham
.lon Beekn-ran. SI;A Consultants, In,c
Kath l ' l lask in,  WI{C
Jonathan Yeo. I)CI{
I)arn I Iciclcl l .  lvlWRA Planning
ir'{arcis Kempe, MWILA Operations
Kalt ia I 'homas" N,IWI{A'fRAC


