
Title: Exploring the Water Cycle 

Description: In this activity, students will create a PowerPoint presentation 
explaining the water cycle. Following detailed steps, they’ll learn how to design a title 
slide, add content slides for each stage of the water cycle, and enhance the 
presentation with images, animations, and transitions. This approach ensures 
students understand both the water cycle and how to use every PowerPoint feature 
to convey information in an organized and engaging way. 

Purpose: This practical will help students explore the stages of the water cycle and 
understand how to format and present scientific information using PowerPoint’s 
various tools, including animations and slide transitions.  

Steps: 

1. Launch Microsoft PowerPoint:  

 

o Open Microsoft PowerPoint. 

o Select Blank Presentation to start with a fresh template. 

 

2. Create a Title Slide:  

 

o Add the title "The Water Cycle" and your name as the presenter. 

o Format the Title: 

▪ Set the font to Arial, bold, with a size of 60 for the title. 

▪ Format your name in a smaller font size, like 24, and choose a 

contrasting color.  

o Apply Animation: 

▪ Select the title text, go to Animations > Appear. 

▪ Set it to Start on Click so it appears when you advance the slide. 

▪ Select the name text, go to Animations > Fly In. 

▪ Set it to Start on Click so it appears when you advance the slide. 
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3. Add a Slide for Each Stage of the Water Cycle: 
 

o Click on New Slide > select a layout with a title and content. 

o Create four new slides, each for one stage of the water cycle: 

▪ Evaporation 

▪ Condensation 

▪ Precipitation 

▪ Collection 

 

4. Add Title and Text to slide 2 (Evaporation): 
 

o Navigate to slide 2 

o Enter the word "Evaporation" in the section labeled "Click to add 

title." 

o Provide a brief description of evaporation in the section labeled "Click 

to add text": 

▪ Evaporation is the process where liquid water turns into vapor 

or gas at temperatures below its boiling point, occurring at the 

surface of the liquid. 

▪ Molecules gain enough energy to break free and enter the air. 

▪ Factors influencing evaporation include: 

1. Temperature 

2. Surface area 

3. Humidity 

▪ Evaporation plays a crucial role in natural phenomena such as 

the water cycle, contributing to cloud formation and 

precipitation. 

 



o Now its time to format this slide (slide 2) 

o Select the "Evaporation" title and do the following formats 

▪ Bold it 

▪ Change the color to Blue 

▪ Select the font to: Calibiri and Size to: 44 

▪ Alignment: Left-aligned for a clean, readable layout 

o Insert and Format an Image for Evaporation 

▪ Image: Insert an image of water evaporating from a water body 

(e.g., lake or ocean with rising steam). 

▪ Position: Place the image on the right side of the text for a 

balanced look. 

▪ Resize: Adjust to ensure it’s large enough to be clear but leaves 

space for the text. 

▪ Add Border: Go to Format > Picture Border, set a 2pt 

thickness in a light blue color. 

 

 



5. Add Title and Text to slide 3 (Condensation): 
 

o Navigate to slide 3 

o Enter the word "Condensation" in the section labeled "Click to add 

title." 

o Provide a brief description of condensation in the section labeled 

"Click to add text": 

▪ Condensation is the process through which water vapor 

transforms into liquid water, typically occurring when the vapor 

cools and loses energy. 

▪ This phase change happens when the air reaches its dew point, 

where it can no longer hold all the moisture in vapor form. 

▪ Factors influencing condensation include: 

1. Temperature 

2. Humidity 

3. Air pressure 

o Condensation is vital in various natural processes, such as cloud 

formation and precipitation. 

o It also plays a significant role in everyday occurrences, like the 

formation of dew on grass or water droplets on a cold glass. 

o Now it's time to format Slide 3: 

▪ Apply the same formatting settings as used on Slide 2. 

▪ Also, add an image representing condensation (A close-up photo 

showing small water droplets forming on the surface) 

 

 

 



6. Add Title and Text to slide 4 (Precipitation): 
 

o Navigate to slide 4 

o Enter the word "Precipitation" in the section labeled "Click to add 

title." 

o Provide a brief description of precipitation in the section labeled "Click 

to add text": 

▪ Precipitation refers to any form of water, liquid or solid, that 

falls from the atmosphere to the Earth's surface. 

▪ It occurs when condensed water vapor in clouds becomes heavy 

enough to fall due to gravity. 

▪ Common types of precipitation include: 

1. Rain 

2. Snow 

3. Sleet 

4. Hail 

▪ Factors influencing precipitation include: 

1. Temperature 

2. Atmospheric pressure 

3. Humidity 

o Precipitation is a crucial component of the water cycle, replenishing 

water sources such as rivers, lakes, and groundwater, and supporting 

ecosystems and agriculture. 

o Now it's time to format Slide 4: 

▪ Apply the same formatting settings as used on Slide 2. 

▪ Also, add an image representing precipitation (Rain, snow or rain 

droplets) 

 



7. Add Title and Text to slide 5 (Collection): 
 

o Navigate to slide 5 

o Enter the word "Collection" in the section labeled "Click to add 

title." 

o Provide a brief description of collection in the section labeled "Click to 

add text": 

▪ Collection refers to the process by which precipitation gathers 

in various bodies of water on the Earth's surface. 

▪ This phase occurs after precipitation falls and accumulates in 

areas such as: 

1. Rivers 

2. Lakes 

3. Oceans 

4. Groundwater reservoirs 

▪ Factors influencing collection include: 

1. Topography  

2. Land use 

3. Climate 

o Collection is a vital part of the water cycle, as it helps store freshwater 

resources for use by humans, wildlife, and plants. 

o It also contributes to the replenishment of groundwater and maintains 

the balance of aquatic ecosystems. 

o Now it's time to format Slide 5: 

▪ Apply the same formatting settings as used on Slide 2. 

▪ Also, add an image representing precipitation (Rain, snow or rain 

droplets) 

 



8. Add Animations to Slides 2 to 5 (Evaporation to Collection): 

 

Now, let’s make each stage of the water cycle visually engaging by adding 

animations to slides 2 through 5. 

 

o Select the Slide: Begin with slide 2 (Evaporation), and repeat these 

steps for each slide up to slide 5 (Collection). 

o Select the Text: Click on the title and main text box for each slide. 

o Choose Animation: Go to the "Animations" tab in the toolbar. Select 

"Appear" or "Fade" for the title to make it smoothly come into view. 

o Animate Images: 

▪ Click on the image you’ve added to each slide. 

▪ Choose animation like "Float In" to add a gentle movement effect. 

o Adjust Timing: Set the animations to start On Click for each 

element, so you can control the flow while presenting. 

o Preview the Animation: After adding animations, click "Preview" to 

see how they appear.  

 

9. Add the Complete Water Cycle Diagram: 
 
To wrap up the presentation, let’s add a slide that shows the entire water 
cycle in one image, giving an overview of all the stages together. 
 

o Insert a New Slide: Go to the "Home" tab, select "New Slide," and 

choose a layout with a title and large content area. 

o Title the Slide: Type “The Complete Water Cycle” in the title box. 

o Add the Image: 

▪ Click on the "Insert" tab, select "Pictures," and upload an image 

that shows all the stages of the water cycle (Evaporation, 

Condensation, Precipitation, and Collection). 



▪ Adjust the image size to fit nicely within the content area without 

covering the title. 

o Format the Image: 

▪ Apply a simple border around the image by selecting the image, 

going to "Picture Format," and choosing a border style to make it 

stand out. 

o Add Animation: 

▪ Add a "Float In" or "Appear" animation to the image so it enters 

smoothly when presenting this slide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you've followed the steps accurately, you’ll now have a 6-slide presentation 

similar to this example: https://tinyurl.com/water-cycle-ppt  

https://tinyurl.com/water-cycle-ppt

