Trail End’s Architects

By Trail End State Historic Site Superintendent Cynde Georgen

Local contractor Nels A. Pearson was in charge of the work force at Trail End — utilizing both
local workers and imported craftsmen — but the Kendricks acted as their own general
contractors. This allowed them to take direct advantage of discounted wholesale prices usually
offered only to contractors.

In addition to actual laborers, John and Eula employed designers and consultants from all over
the United States to help them put together the home they envisioned. Two of the most
influential of these consultants were the architect and the interior designer.

Although they were both raised in the American Midwest, these two men — Glenn Charles
McAlister and D. Everett Waid - were from vastly different professional backgrounds. As a
result, their frequent conflicts provided more drama than the Kendricks had planned on when
they set out to build their luxurious new home.

GLENN CHARLES MCcALISTER

Born in Missouri in 1873, Glenn Charles McAlister was one of
six children of a successful Missouri building contractor, James
McAlister, and his wife, Ruth Lovitt. McAlister lived his early
life in the Midwest, moving to Illinois at a young age (his
mother died when he was only two years old). He graduated
from public school and went on to complete a two-year
course in teacher training.

At age twenty-one McAlister left formal school for good and
by 1896 had migrated to Butte, Montana, where he became
engaged in architectural work. He was later identified as an
engineer for the Boston-Montana Mining Company. By 1900

he was studying heating and ventilating on his own.

McAlister moved to Billings, Montana, in 1901 and worked as an architect there until 1903. He
then opened a branch office in Sheridan so he could be on hand during the construction of the
Sheridan County Courthouse, a building of his own design. He opened the branch office again in
1908 when he came to work on Trail End. In addition to that project, he also designed at least
two others in Sheridan: "Mount View" (a large private home) and the Golden Rule store at 234-
250 North Main.
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In addition to his work as an architect, McAlister also ventured forth as a ranchman, owning
and operating a 640-acre homestead in Custer County, Montana. In 1905, he married twenty-
four year old Beatrix Powers, daughter of Sheridan county rancher Thomas A. Powers. The
couple had two children, Virginia and Raymond.

The Trail End years were difficult for McAlister; frequent construction delays meant that he had
to put off other projects, thus making money tight. After Trail End was completed in 1913,
however, the quality of McAlister's life seemed to improve. He resumed his professional
activities in Billings where, from offices in the Hart-Albin Building, he designed several
impressive private homes and the South Side Fire Station (which joins Trail End, Mount View
and the Sheridan County Courthouse on the National Register of Historic Places). In 1921, he
was praised as "gifted ... one of the leading architects of Billings."

The McAlister family moved to southern California in the early 1920s, where he continued his
work as an architect (when he died, his obituary said he had been a registered architect in the
state for forty years). He designed a number of commercial buildings in Los Angeles and several
private homes in Beverly Hills. He died at his Beverly Hills home in 1961.

D. EVERETT WAID

John and Eula Kendrick were well aware of the fact that they did not know everything it took to
put together a spectacular house. In 1911, they enlisted the aid of D. Everett Waid to finalize
the decorating plans and provide guidance on the overall look of the house.

Daniel Everett Waid was born in Gouverneur, New York, in 1864,
but at the age of fourteen, his family moved to Monmouth, lllinois.
After graduation from high school, Waid studied architecture at
Monmouth College. He later attended classes at the Chicago Art
Institute and then graduated from Columbia University's School of
Architecture in New York. After six years of working as a draftsman
in Chicago, he opened his own practice in 1894. Four years later,
he relocated to New York City.

Waid worked on several impressive projects, including the Long
Island College Hospital in Brooklyn, the Wellington Building in

Ottawa, Canada, the Silver Cross Hospital in Joliet, lllinois, and - the

pinnacle of his career - the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company's flagship building on Madison
Avenue. Originally planned to be the tallest building in the world (one hundred stories), it was
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reduced to twenty-nine stories in 1933, primarily because of the Depression. He was also a
consulting architect for the Empire State Building and Rockefeller Center.

Waid was elected to membership in the American Institute of Architects in 1901. During his
thirty-two year association with the professional organization, he served in a number of official
capacities: treasurer, executive committee member, and president (1924-1926). He was also an
honorary member of the Royal Institute of British Architects.

In frequent letters to the Kendricks, Waid was openly scornful of Glenn McAlister - possibly
because of the latter's lack of formal training. Waid was the head of a committee formed by the
American Institute of Architects charged with the task of examining and registering applicants
with an aim towards improving professional standards for those wanting to call themselves an
architect, and he apparently felt that McAlister was not operating up to those standards.

In 1892, Waid married Eva Clark (1869-1929), who became an influential soldier in the reform
army of the Presbyterian Church. In 1934, Waid married again, this time to Phyllis Isobel
Fellowes (1887-1963), the twice-divorced Australian-born daughter of Major Peregrine Henry
Thomas Fellowes, Chief Constable of Hampshire, England.

Waid died in 1939 at his summer home in Greenwich, Connecticut. He was buried alongside his
first wife at their old home in Monmouth, lllinois. With no children to inherit, he left his estate
to the American Institute of Architecture.
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