
  

 
 

I’m interested in exploring ways that we can safely speak to each other, encouraging 
understanding and avoiding many of the ways we sometimes cause harm, even unwittingly.   

Primarily, I have been considering the language we employ on the topic of death. My book, Can 
We Talk About Death? An Open and Relational Vision is a relatable and readable text that I believe 
o?ers the kind of encouragement and language that we desperately need. Read through the Amazon 
reviews or perhaps pick up a copy of the book itself, available at Amazon in Kindle or paperback 
format. 

https://a.co/d/ayGXPfb 

 

 
 

Open and Relational Theology 
Open 

Thinkers who affirm open and relational theology believe the future is open, and God experiences 
that openness. Open and relational thinkers take free agency very seriously. In contrast to determinism, 
open and relational thinking insists that each moment or experience is born out of previous experiences. 
Each experience includes opportunities for any agent18 to make choices or lean in directions that might 
affect any subsequent experiences. Whereas choosing one’s vocation will significantly impact one’s life 
and the lives of many who enter their circles of influence, choosing coffee over tea will likely have much 
less ripple effect. However, even Maxwell House over Earl Grey still represents a particular choice that 
will, to some degree, shape the agent’s experience and will, in turn, 
be reflected in some corresponding experiences. 

Freedom in this context implies that what will be has not yet been experienced and does not yet 
exist. Openness means that the future is still in the process of becoming. Because it does not yet exist, it 
cannot be known. Open and relational thinkers recognize that while God does know all that can be 
known and see all that is, God can discern much 
about what is yet to come, but cannot know with absolute certainty what will be. 
 
Relational 

Many traditional theologies organize their thinking with a controlling or power-based inclination 
about God. God, who is almighty, is in control and will bring about the outcomes as God chooses. This, 
of course, leads necessarily to a deterministic understanding of God and consequently leaves very little 
space for the influence of any other agents. Declaring that “well, God is in control, we just have to trust” 
can leave the grieving person empty in their feelings of loss. Suggesting that “God has a plan, we just 
don’t see the big picture” can raise questions about whether God is more concerned about a plan than 
my pain. This is not a concern for those satisfied with speaking of God as a mystery without requiring 
further understanding. However, for many others, a more helpful starting point is necessary. 

Open and relational thinkers consider love the starting point for understanding God and the 
universe. People experiencing grief and feelings of loss may require a response of love, especially from 
those attempting to bring consolation. Thomas Jay Oord defines love as “to act intentionally, in relational 
response to God and others, to promote overall well-being.” 

Open and relational thinkers emphasize the relational, loving aspect of God. Tripp Fuller wrote, 
“God is love. Divine love is not an occasional activity, as if there could be occasions in which God shed 
the identity given by God’s essence as love. Each moment of existence is one that shapes both God and 
 the world, but what God brings to each respective moment comes from perfect divine love. God receives 
each moment of becoming into the divine love.” 
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Tracy Tucker’s intelligence was obvious when I first met him. Tucker’s intellect pushed him to 
rethink traditional theological ideas that so many of us find problematic. His experience as a 

chaplain and pastor prompted him to seek ideas that made sense and fit his experience. 

As I suspected it would be, open and relational theology was a perfect fit for Tracy. This work 
takes the wisdom acquired as a hospice chaplain and connects it to insights of open and relational 

thinking. For these reasons, Tracy Tucker is now the premier scholar of open and relational 
theology and questions of death and dying. This book is a game-changer!

—Thomas Jay Oord, PhD, 
Doctoral Programs Director, Northwind Theological Seminary

OTHER VOICES
“One doesn’t always realize they are held captive by a dogma until they are set free. Dr. Tracy Tucker’s 
work allowed me to realize that there were questions that I didn’t fully explore or perhaps even ac-
knowledge because I knew they were too difficult to reconcile. Tracy pulls back the curtain on these 
questions and addresses them with honesty and logic without dogma.”

—Michael Stephens, MD

“In Can We Talk About Death? An Open and Relational Vision, Tracy Tucker has given us a hefty and 
healthy helping of good theology.  This is theology that comforts, challenges, and cares.  Theology 
that heals and transforms.  Tucker’s book is essential reading for pastors and hospice chaplains.  I have 
profited mightily from the reading.”

—Bruce Epperly, PhD

“Can We Talk About Death? An Open and Relational Vision written by my colleague, chaplain and 
thanatologist Tracy Tucker, is ‘fitly spoken.’ Tucker has walked with countless numbers of dying and 
grieving persons. He knows the terrain. This sentence is worth the price of the book: ‘No listener is 
more sensitive to the pain than God who knows the hearts and feelings of all persons.’” 

—Harold Ivan Smith, DMin

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Tracy Tucker was raised in a respectfully unsatisfying expression of religious faith, accompanied by a 
very deterministic perspective. Early in Tucker’s faith journey, he was often plagued by questions that 
he felt were neither appropriate nor permissible. After nearly a decade of formal theological education 
and several decades of full-time ministry experience, his journey led him to the crossroads of a faith 
crisis and Open and Relational Theology. This volume represents the culmination of Tucker’s doctoral 
work, alongside his lived experiences in local parish ministry and thanatology as a hospice chaplain. 
“Open and Relational Theology has equipped me with the language necessary to frame my questions 
and engage in constructive and meaningful conversations about the most critical and often most 
challenging aspects of life.” From this conviction, “Can We Talk about Death? An Open and Relational 
Vision” was born. May there always be a healthy space for such conversations.
Tracy L Tucker received his ThD from Kairos University through Northwind Theological Seminary, 
a contextualized partner of Kairos University. Tucker is also a Board Certified Chaplain through the 
Association of Professional Chaplains and has a Certificate of Thanatology from the Association for 
Death Education and Counseling.

https://a.co/d/ayGXPfb

