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Please feel free to quote the following information to the LA, when requesting the removal of strengths from your EHCP.

· Choose your appropriate ending and delete the green
· Change the red
· Decide whether to include the purple or not

Please also see my post on Instagram to gain a better understanding of my views on strengths:

https://www.instagram.com/p/DSKUvhRDJv8/?img_index=1


Strengths in Section B

I am writing in relation to the inclusion of strengths within my child’s EHCP section B and request that they be removed on the following basis.

Relevant Legislation

The Children and Families Act 2014, section 37 states what must legally be contained within the EHCP and makes no mention of strengths.  

The Children and Families Act 2014, section 19 states that a local authority must have regard to:
(a)the views, wishes and feelings of the child and his or her parent, or the young person;
(b)the importance of the child and his or her parent, or the young person, participating as fully as possible in decisions relating to the exercise of the function concerned.

The SEND Code of Practice 2015, section 9.61 states that the following principles and requirements apply to local authorities and those contributing to the preparation of an EHC plan: 

· Decisions about the content of EHC plans should be made openly and collaboratively with parents, children and young people. It should be clear how the child or young person has contributed to the plan and how their views are reflected in it
· EHC plans should describe positively what the child or young person can do and has achieved.

The SEND Code of Practice 2015, section 9.62 explains what must be included within the EHCP and states the following, making no reference to strengths: ‘Section B: The child or young person’s special educational needs’

The SEND Code of Practice 2015, section 9.69 states ‘(B) The child or young person’s special educational needs (SEN) • All of the child or young person’s identified special educational needs must be specified’.  There is no mention of strengths and their inclusion and follows the legislation in Section 37 of the Children and Families Act 2014. 

Inclusion of Strengths

Regarding strengths, while section 9.61 does state that an EHCP should describe positively what a child can do, there is unfortunately no legal requirement with the use of the word should; it is merely guidance.

Furthermore, there is no suggestion that these strengths must or even should be in section B or listed separately.  The EHCP can have strengths in section A and any relevant strengths to show the significance of a need in section B, must remain with its corresponding difficulty.  For example, INSERT YOUR OWN EXAMPLE RELEVANT TO YOUR CHILD IF POSSIBLE: ‘Academically, child is motivated to achieve; however, there are significant concerns with their progress in class etc.’ The strength is important as demonstrates this child wants to learn but also serves to reiterate their difficulties. 

Personal arguments you may wish to include:

While strengths are good to acknowledge, they often dilute and minimise difficulties, especially as this is the first thing that anyone will read.  The strengths do not mitigate the identified difficulties. These must be removed and added to section A or merged with their corresponding need, to further emphasise and contrast the needs. Include an example from your child’s EHCP if appropriate?

Examples that minimise need:

· Maybe things are not so difficult if the child can read?
· Child is excellent as maths, what is the problem
· Child is meeting/exceeding age-related expectations or child has made excellent progress from their starting point; does not mean that this is appropriate to fulfil their potential or that other needs do not exist in other areas. 
· Child is outstanding at sport, great gross motor skills, hand-eye co-ordination; does it matter that they cannot write?
· Child can name and label their emotions; do they really have SEMH needs?

Examples of merging strengths with needs:

· Academically, child is motivated to achieve; however, they are currently working below age-related expectations in all areas of the NC, except maths  this makes it clear that the child wants to learn, but it is not transferring to their academic ability.
· In reading, child has made exceptional progress and is no longer a concern; however, their writing and spelling remain a significant weakness.  It needs highlighting that this child is capable of reading well, but this not translating to spelling and writing as you would expect. 

Furthermore, many of the strengths included in [CHILD’S NAME]’s EHCP are not a strength for a XX-year-old in year XX and instead demonstrate a need.  

Other supposed strengths are in fact needs masquerading as strengths and must be reworded to demonstrate need. Include an example from your child’s EHCP if appropriate?

Example: 

· Child [aged 9] can confidently read CVC words  not a genuine strength for a 9-year-old, but demonstrates significant difficulties. Reword: Child struggles to read beyond CVC words. 


Many of the strengths are conditional on Special Education Provision (SEP). Include an example from your child’s EHCP if appropriate? 

Example:

· Child [aged 10] can understand information from written texts if they are directed to the part of the text where the answer is to be found  conditional and reliant on significant support. 
· Reworded: Child struggles to understand and locate information in a written text. 

It would appear that the strengths currently fill a large proportion of section B. Should they be removed, it would highlight that section B is extremely short and lacks detail regarding needs. 


LA Policy

Hertfordshire wording – your LA may have similar wording
Furthermore, Hertfordshire’s template for EHCPs clearly states Section B - Identified Needs – Please describe the needs that have been identified within the advices provided during the assessment process / following the Annual Review of the Education, Health and Care Plan in the following areas.  It makes no suggestion of the inclusion of strengths, in line with the law and relevant guidance. 

Choose either of the following paragraphs, or adapt to suit your ‘LA policy’ depending on what the LA has given you as their reasoning:

The LA’s ‘EHCP Good Standards guidance’ may recommend the inclusion of strengths as a separate section with the section B – needs; however, this is LA policy, and the law supersedes LA policy. 

Or (Herts):

The LA may state that an EHCP will not pass Quality Assurance Audits, should there be no strengths.  It is understood that these are optional and families may opt out; however, it is still expected that the quality assurance follow the law, which makes no requirement of strengths. 

To close:

Section 19 of the Children and Families Act 2014 states that the LA must have regard for the views and wishes of the parent.  Please could you provide the relevant legislation, upon which the LA is reliant, meaning that strengths must be included in section B as a standalone section? Should this not be possible, I trust that the LA will re-issue the draft, returning it to its previous format to ensure that my child’s EHCP does not contain a list of standalone strengths within section B. 

I hope that we can continue to work collaboratively, as stated in section 9.61 of the SEND Code of Practice, to decide on the contents of the EHC plan.
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