

[image: A logo for a special needs labyrinth

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] This template was provided for free by Special Needs Labyrinth Ltd.

Please feel free to quote the following information to the LA, when requesting the removal of strengths from your EHCP.
Choose your appropriate ending and delete the green!

I am writing in relation to the inclusion of strengths within my child’s EHCP section B and request that they be removed on the following basis.
The Children and Families Act 2014 section 37 states what must legally be contained within the EHCP and makes no mention of strengths.  
Section 9.61 of the SEND Code of Practice states that the following principles and requirements apply to local authorities and those contributing to the preparation of an EHC plan: 
· Decisions about the content of EHC plans should be made openly and collaboratively with parents, children and young people. It should be clear how the child or young person has contributed to the plan and how their views are reflected in it
 
· EHC plans should describe positively what the child or young person can do and has achieved.

Regarding strengths, while section 9.61 does state that an EHCP should describe positively what a child can do, there is unfortunately no legal requirement with the use of the word should; it is merely guidance.
Furthermore, there is no suggestion that these strengths should or must be in section B or listed separately.  The EHCP can have strengths in section A and any relevant strengths to show the significance of a need in section B, must remain with its corresponding difficulty.  For example, ‘Academically, child is motivated to achieve; however, there are significant concerns with their progress in class etc.’ The strength is important as demonstrates this child wants to learn but also serves to reiterate their difficulties. 
Section 9.62 of the SEND CoP explains what must be included within the EHCP and states the following, making no reference to strengths: ‘Section B: The child or young person’s special educational needs’
Section 9.69 of the SEND CoP states ‘(B) The child or young person’s special educational needs (SEN) • All of the child or young person’s identified special educational needs must be specified’.  There is no mention of strengths and their inclusion and follows the legislation in Section 37 of the Children and Families Act. 
Choose either of the following paragraphs, or adapt to suit your ‘LA policy’ depending on what the LA has given you as their reasoning:

The LA’s ‘EHCP Good Standards guidance’ may recommend the inclusion of strengths as a separate section with the section B – needs; however, this is LA policy, and the law supersedes LA policy. 

Or:

The LA may state that an EHCP will not pass Quality Assurance Audits, should there be no strengths.  It is understood that these are optional and families may opt out; however, it is still expected that the quality assurance follow the law, which makes no requirement of strengths. 

To close:

I trust that you will apply the relevant law and ensure that my child’s EHCP does not contain a list of strengths within section B, and that we can work collaboratively, as stated in section 9.61 of the SEND Code of Practice, to decide on the contents of the EHC plan.
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