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INTRODUCTION

Background

Doric is a language which is indigenous to North East
Scotland and a recognised aspect of North East Scotland’s
heritage and current cultural life.

The Government is taking steps to create a secure future
for Doric in Scotland and recognises the importance

of creating opportunities for the practical use of Doric
including its presence on road signs.

Statutory provisions

The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016
(TSRGD) regulates the use of Doric for all non-motorway
directional signs, route confirmatory signs, boundary signs
and tourist signs.

Design Requirements

All traffic signs should follow the established sign design
principles set out in the Traffic Signs Manual (TSM).

Supplementary design guidance

Directional signing incorporating bilingual signage should
align with the guidance in LTN 1/94 and TSM, subject to the
supplementary information presented.

Horizontal Spacing

A standard border width of 1.5 sw is used for most prescribed signs.
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SIGN FACE DESIGN

The following points (a) to (g) are included in TSM Chapter
7 (2019) sub-section 15.5 and are provided here (with

supplementary illustrations) for ease of reference by A 9 o
designers:

a) For primary route directional signs with dark green

backgrounds and tourist signs with brown backgrounds, B l T
the Doric destination will be formed of yellow letters o O o o n
in the Transport Medium alphabet, placed above the

English destination which will be in white. Pete r h e ad
The Broch

Fraserburgh

Steenhive (A 96)

Aiberdeen
Aberdeen

Stonehaven
A 92
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SIGN FACE DESIGN B 974

Bunkry

b) For non-primary r irectional signs with whi
) Egckgorof i e Do dectiation ol be formed of Banchory
dark green letters in the Transport Heavy alphabet,
placed above the English destination which will be in straan
black.
Strachan
Fingin
Rizzarty o Finzean
Rosehearty .
Abin
Gaimrie 14 e
Gardenstown Aboyne
Finechty
Findochty 28

A 98 (B 9031)

¢) Where the Doric and English spellings of the destination are
identical, the English can be omitted.

d) Where there is no Doric form of a place-name, no Doric
translation of the English form should be used on the sign.

f) In a bilingual pair of destinations (i.e. the same destination
in Doric and English) the top edge of the English tile will
normally butt against the lower edge of the Doric tile. This
bilingual pair of destinations can be considered as a single
destination block and can share an associated route number.

Foggieloan 7
Aberchirder
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SIGN FACE DESIGN

Neebra 2
Newburgh
Turra 5
Turriff

Chapel o Geerie

7
Chapel of Garioch )>

Fittie 1
Footdee

Rivven 16
Ruthven

Afurd 3
Alford

Finnyfaa 2
Whinnyfold

Crivie 1
Crovie
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REGULATORY

Signs giving orders
Signs with red circles are mostly prohibitive. FAN REID
Plates below signs qualify their message. LICHT SHOWS

BIDE HERE

Manually operated temporary Wait here when
STOP and Go signs red light shows

ZONE

Twinty’s
. Let ithir fowk
Pllnty ging first E E N WYE
N _/
Entry to 20 mph zone Delld lend One way street

Traffic has priority over I
oncoming vehicles

Dead end
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REGULATORY

@ RreiD ROUTE ® E mn N

At ony time

Nae stopping 1 May-30 Sept Mon - Sat
at ony time 8am-7pm
' ' No stopping during 20 mins
No stopping during time shown Dinna return

period indicated

within 40 mins

Parking only during
time shown

Twa roads

carriageway

Dual carriageway sign
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WARNINGS

YER GAAN Q @
TOO FAST

SLOW DOON NOO Ca'canny Dyeuks Aul Fowks
It's affa skitie T u

Reduce speed now Slippery road Ducks crossing up ahead Frail pedestrians likely
to cross up ahead

O

(o)

@ m Fairm traffic Beasts

Agricultural vehicles Cattle crossing up ahead

Risk of ice School crossing
patrol ahead
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WARNINGS

A A <<

Gye windy H umphies Slow down for sharp

[ ] | ] deviation on road

Side winds Humps on the road

Fowks s;rag P
crossing li
ichts show
200 yards
Rail crossing Give way to traffic on
Pedestrians crossing warning sign major road

on busy road ahead
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INFORMATORY

Nae haird
shooder for
400 yards Parking in town centre

No hard shoulder

OOT

In and out signs

o’

Cintral library

Cooncil offices CYCLE LANE

oD

Route for pedestrians

LOOK BAITH
WYES

pedal cycles approaching from both ways

S ette r d ay ) Reminder to pedestrians to look out for

Direction to a parking place that is
available on certain days
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ROAD WORKS SAFETY

Sorry for [BIDE IN LANE]

maakin ye

hing aboot
- HIGHWAYS

End of road works and any temporary /

A AGENCY
restrictions including speed limits
Max
speed

One lane crossover at Free
contraflow road works recovery

ol

Diversion sign Bide for
rescue

Mannies Wirkin

Men at work on road ahead

Await recovery on breakdown
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TOURISM

A sitoot >
Pitsligga Castle CumpSIte

10 miles

Picnic site

Z00 or pets corner

Camping or caravan site

Historic castle

FIT LIKE HASTE YE

WELCOME TO BACK TAE
HISTORIC HISTORIC

BUMFFSHIRE BUMFFSHIRE
( Fly cup @
Cafe Welcome sign Departure sign
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WEATHER CONDITIONS

Snow drifts

Risk of fog ahead

Risk of ice
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FURTHER INFORMATION

It is emphasised that the designer should ensure that Find out more at:
sign faces are clear, accurate and comprehensible to road
users, in accordance with the relevant guidance and the
principles outlined in this document. The following issues
should be given particular consideration by designers.

www.bramblegraphics.com/doric-road-signs

- Inconsistent use of bilingual translations, which may
arise from locations having no Doric translation or
having the same name in both languages, has potential
to increase the complexity of the sign face information,
and the amount of information presented should be
considered in this context.

- Some location names in Doric have the potential to
increase the complexity of the sign face information,
and the amount of information presented should be
considered in this context.

Traffic signs are Crown copyright.
Used under the terms of the Open Government Licence
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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