
POTA 
POTA  = Parks On The Air    SOTA  =  Summits On The Air 
Both programs award points and awards to the participant. 

So what is the difference?  With SOTA, you go to a summit that is 
listed in a database and achieve points based on the value of the 
summit and whether you are the Activator or the Chaser.  You 
must make 4 contacts as the Activator to ACTIVATE the summit. 
You may need a 4WD vehicle and still have to hike to the summit.  
The views are usually fantastic, normally it is just you or your 
party and cell service is very spotty.  The satisfaction comes from 
the adventure of traveling/hiking to the summit and making 
contacts on your QRP radio (5 - 15 watts).  Due to the 
propagation you may get into Canada, California or Florida, 
wherever the propagation will take you.  If you do this enough, 
you realize there is a family of Activators and Chasers that are on 
the air a lot and you may even meet them at a convention.  I have 
always made my 4 contacts and each trip is an adventure. 

So why POTA?  You can drive to any park that is listed in the 
database, activate it, finish up and enjoy the features of the park.  
Like summits, you collect parks.  POTA is made up of city, state 
and national parks.  If the parks are close enough you may 
activate 3 or more in a day.  There are 4 parks in our immediate 
area.  1 contact is enough to activate a park.  You are not limited 
to QRP and wire antennas.  I personally use my KX3 or YAESU 
FT-991A and an Octopus with Ham Sticks on 20 and 40 meters.  
Like SOTA, once you activate, you become aware there are 
Hunters waiting to make a contact with you.  



To be fair, everything is based on propagation.  Whatever radio or 
antenna you use, sometimes the bands are great, other times 
they are not. 

Let’s talk about the parks.  Unlike SOTA where you are pretty 
much alone, with POTA you are in a Public Space.  There are 
rules and considerations to follow.  For instance, you must get 
permission from the Park Ranger to set up your station.  You 
cannot arbitrarily hang your antenna on a tree.  There are rules 
that the Park Ranger must adhere to and managers to whom he 
must report.   
To get started, there are some terrific web sites to visit and learn 
from.  Don’t feel bad if you have to visit these web sites more 
than once.  Grab a notepad and a pencil on your very first video 
and take notes. 
The POTA site is:   https://parksontheair.com     From this page 
you can find a map of all registered parks and many helpful links.   
Register yourself and get started.   I would go right down the Pull 
Down List in the order presented except I would suggest looking 
at the Video Guides For Hunters first.  From your home you can 
get familiar with the program.  Browse the web site and learn 
your way around. 
There is more work for the activator of a park.  The Activator is 
responsible for sending the file that gives credit to the Hunter.  
Again, I suggest you become a Hunter first and become familiar 
with the program. 

Best Wishes, 
Larry Dale 
KD4FTN 
 

https://parksontheair.com

