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Introduction  

 

Welcome to The Story of the Return, a unique journey through the spiritual and historical landscape of 

Jerusalem’s restoration, as chronicled in the book of Nehemiah. Authored by Curtis Liebl and published 

by Zerubabbel Publishing, this work invites you to look beyond the surface of ancient names, gates, and 

instruments, revealing a tapestry of meaning woven into every detail of the biblical narrative.  

 

At its heart, this book is more than a study of history—it is a guide for personal and communal renewal. 

Each chapter uncovers the prophetic significance behind the 22 priestly names, the Levites, the 

gatekeepers, and the architectural features of Jerusalem’s walls. Through careful exploration, you’ll 

discover how every name and landmark forms a “hidden map” of restoration, resilience, and hope. 

 

The Story of the Return is structured to lead you step by step: 

• From the Invitation—God’s call to leave exile and ascend to spiritual heights, 

• Through the Breakthrough—when God contends for His people and transforms their affliction 

into praise, 

• To the Fortification—where the walls and gates symbolize the disciplines and defenses of a 

restored life, 

• And finally, to the Sustained Joy—the daily practices that keep the fire of faith burning. 

You’ll find tables and charts that decode the meanings of Hebrew names, connect them to their roles in 

the rebuilding, and show how each assignment mirrors a spiritual principle. The narrative is enriched with 

reflective questions, a 7-day reading plan, and a master reference chart, making this book both a study 

tool and a devotional companion 

 

Whether you are a student of scripture, a leader seeking inspiration, or someone longing for personal 

renewal, The Story of the Return offers a fresh perspective on how ancient truths can shape your present 

journey. As you read, may you find your own story reflected in the “living stones” of Jerusalem’s walls, 

and may the miracle of restoration become a reality in your life. 
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The Concealed Message 

 

This narrative weaves together every name, gate, and instrument we will explore into a single journey of 

restoration. 

The following should be read with the understanding that the messages are constructed by using the 

Hebrew names (in parentheses) and definitions in bold text.  

The names are derived from the list of priests who returned from Babylon after the exile to rebuild 

Jerusalem and the Temple. This list is found in the book of Nehemiah 12:1-21, which will be explained as 

you continue reading. 

 

The Invitation: From Exile to the Heights 

The journey begins when the Prince of God (Seraiah) decides to exalt (Jeremiah) His people. He doesn't 

leave them alone; He provides Help (Ezra) because Yahweh has promised (Amariah) that a Kingly 

Counselor (Malluch) will assemble (Hattush) all who desire to dwell with Him (Shecaniah). 

In His deep compassion (Rehum), He leads the exiles out of the lowlands and up to the spiritual heights 

(Meremoth). This does not happen by chance, but at the appointed time (Iddo). There, they find the 

Gardener (Ginnethoi)—the one sent by the Father (Abijah) from His right hand (Mijamin) to turn their 

mourning into a beautiful ornament (Maadiah) of joy (Bilgah). 

The Breakthrough: When God Contends 

The people realize that Yahweh has heard (Shemaiah) their cries in Babylon. He contends (Joiarib) for 

them because He has always known (Jedaiah) them. Even when they felt weighed down (Sallu) in the 

deep (Amok) places of life, Yahweh remained their portion (Hilkiah). 

Because Yahweh is Salvation (Jeshua), He builds them up (Binnui) as a new creation before the 

Ancient One (Kadmiel). His presence glows (Sherebiah) among them—a gift (Mattaniah) that is poured 

out (Bakbukiah) until their affliction (Unni) is swallowed up in praise (Judah). 

The Fortification: Standing the Guard 

As the walls go up, the people find safety. Their defense is anchored in the Grace of God (Tower of 

Hananel). They enter through the gate of Sacrifice (Sheep Gate) and find the strength of the Word 

(Water Gate). Though they pass through the Furnace (Tower of Ovens), it only serves to bake the bread 

that sustains them. 

Now, as servants of Yahweh (Obadiah), they are recompensed with peace (Meshullam). They stand as 

watchmen, following the footsteps (Talmon) of those who went before, keeping a close watch on the 

threshold (Akkub) for the coming King. 
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The Sustained Joy: The Daily Watch 

The celebration ends, but the lifestyle begins. They establish Treasuries (Otsarot) to protect the Best 

(Reshit) of what God has given. Every day, they fulfill their Sacred Charge (Mishmereth), ensuring that 

the music never stops and the gates never fail. The joy of Jerusalem is no longer a distant dream—it is 

heard from "far off," a testimony that God has returned to His people. 

 

Summary Table for Reflection 

The Stage The Spiritual Reality 

The Names You are known, called, and promised a future by the King. 

The Gates You must pass through sacrifice and cleansing to reach the Living Water. 

The Towers Your vulnerabilities are covered by God's Grace and His Refining Fire. 

The Instruments Your life is intended to be a symphony of clarity, depth, and praise. 

The Storehouses True restoration is sustained by daily discipline and giving God your best. 

 

In the next pages we will uncover the meanings of the priestly names, their duties and divisions, including 

the meaning behind the instruments of worship and the towers and gates of Jerusalem itself. All of these 

paint an amazing picture designed by Yahweh and hidden in plain sight. 



7 
 

The Priestly Names and Meanings  

We begin by listing the names of the priests in the order given in Nehemiah 12. Each name has a 

transliteration (how it’s pronounced in English) and a definition.  

These returned with Zerubabbel as the first of the exiles to travel back to rebuild Jerusalem and the 

Temple of Yahweh. The mystery is that the names reveal hidden messages. 

# 
Name 

(English) 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

 

1 Seraiah רָיָה  Sĕrayah שְׂ
From sarah (to prevail/strive) + Yah (Yahweh): Yahweh 

has prevailed 

 

2 Jeremiah  יָה מְׂ   Yirmeyah From rum (to rise/exalt) + Yah: Yahweh will exalt יִרְׂ

3 Ezra רָא   Ezra From azar (to help/succor): Help עֶזְׂ

4 Amariah  יָה   Amaryah From amar (to say/speak) + Yah: Yahweh has promised אֲמַרְׂ

5 Malluch ְמַלּוּך Malluk From malak (to reign/rule): Counselor or Kingly  

6 Hattush  חַטּוּש Hattush From chatash (to assemble/gather): Assembled  

7 Shecaniah  יָה כַנְׂ  Shekanyah שְׂ
From shakan (to dwell/tabernacle) + Yah: Dweller with 

Yahweh 

 

8 Rehum  חוּם  Rechum רְׂ
From racham (to love/have compassion): 

Compassionate 

 

9 Meremoth  רֵמוֹת   Meremoth From rum (heights/elevations): Exaltations מְׂ

10 Iddo ֹעִדּו Iddo 
From ad (time/eternity) or adah (ornament): Timely / 

Appointed 

 

11 Ginnethoi תוֹי   Ginnethoy From gan (garden/enclosure): Gardener גִנְׂ

12 Abijah  אֲבִיָה Abiyah From ab (father) + i (my) + Yah: My Father is Yahweh  

13 Mijamin מִיָמִין Miyamin 
From min (from) + yamin (right hand): From the right 

hand 

 

14 Maadiah יָה   Maadyah From adah (ornament) + Yah: Ornament of Yahweh מַעַדְׂ



8 
 

# 
Name 

(English) 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

 

15 Bilgah  גָה   Bilgah From balag (to brighten/rejoice): Cheerfulness / Joy בִלְׂ

16 Shemaiah יָה מַעְׂ   Shemaiah From shama (to hear/obey) + Yah: Yahweh has heard שְׂ

17 Joiarib  יוֹיָרִיב Yoyariv 
From rub (to strive/contend) + Yah: Yahweh 

pleads/contends 

 

18 Jedaiah יָה דַעְׂ   Yedaiah From yada (to know) + Yah: Yahweh has known יְׂ

19 Sallu ּסַלּו Sallu From salal (to lift up/weigh): Exalted or Weighed  

20 Amok עָמוֹק Amok From amaq (to be deep/unfathomable): Deep / Profound  

21 Hilkiah קִיָה  Chilkiyah חִלְׂ
From cheleq (portion/territory) + Yah: Yahweh is my 

portion 

 

22 Jedaiah יָה דַעְׂ   Yedaiah (Repeat of #18): Yahweh has known יְׂ

 

By synthesizing the meanings of the 22 priestly names from the return with Zerubbabel (Nehemiah 12:1–

7), a powerful prophetic narrative emerges. It describes a journey from the "Deep" of exile back into the 

"Exaltation" of God’s presence. 

The Message of the 22 Priestly Returnees 

"The Prince of God (Seraiah) will exalt (Jeremiah) His people through His help (Ezra). Yahweh has 

promised (Amariah) that the Kingly Counselor (Malluch) will assemble (Hattush) those who dwell 

with Him (Shecaniah). 

In His compassion (Rehum), He brings them to the heights (Meremoth) at the appointed time (Iddo). 

The Gardener (Ginnethoi), sent by My Father Yahweh (Abijah) from His right hand (Mijamin), is the 

ornament (Maadiah) of our joy (Bilgah). 

Yahweh has heard (Shemaiah) the cries of His people; He contends (Joiarib) for those He has known 

(Jedaiah). Though they were weighed down (Sallu) in the deep (Amok), Yahweh is their portion 

(Hilkiah) and He has known (Jedaiah) their path." 
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The Three "Acts" of the Return 

When you break the list into three segments, the "story" becomes even clearer: 

1. The Promise of Restoration (Names 1–7) 

• Theme: Sovereignty and Gathering. 

• Meaning: God (the Prince/King) promises to help and gather those who want to dwell in His 

presence. 

2. The Source of Joy (Names 8–15) 

• Theme: Grace and the Messiah. 

• Meaning: Out of compassion, at the right time, a "Gardener" (a common Messianic metaphor) is 

sent from the Father’s right hand to bring joy. 

3. The Reversal of Exile (Names 16–22) 

• Theme: Victory over Depth. 

• Meaning: God hears the plea and contends for His people. Even though they felt "weighed down" 

in the "depths" of Babylon, God becomes their portion and recognizes them as His own. 

 

Why the Duplicate "Jedaiah" Matters 

The list begins with the promise of God’s help and ends with Jedaiah (Yahweh has known). This creates a 

"literary envelope" (a chiasm), suggesting that: 

• God knew His people before they went into exile. 

• God knew them during the deep struggle. 

• God knew them when they returned. It emphasizes that the entire restoration was framed by 

God’s intimate knowledge of His covenant people. 
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Connecting the Names with their Assignments 

When we bridge the names of the returnees (Nehemiah 12) with their work assignments (Nehemiah 3), 

the "narrative meaning" transforms from a story of personal identity into a manual for rebuilding a life 

or a community. 

The priests didn't just return; they were strategically placed at specific sections of the wall that mirrored 

their names and spiritual roles. 

Rebuilding Assignments: Names in Action 

Returnee     (Neh 

12) 

Assignment  (Neh 

3) 
Meaning & Work Combined 

Eliashib (God 

Restores) 
Sheep Gate (v. 1) 

The High Priest begins at the gate of sacrifice. Meaning: 

Restoration must begin with a sacrifice. 

Meremoth 

(Elevations) 

Section by the 

Fish Gate (v. 4) 

He repaired a second section as well. Meaning: One who 

seeks the heights must be willing to do double the work. 

Jedaiah (Yahweh 

Knows) 

Opposite his own 

house (v. 10) 

He repaired the section right in front of his home. Meaning: 

God knows what happens in the privacy of your own 

home; start there. 

Hattush 

(Assembled) 

Next to Jedaiah (v. 

10) 

Helped repair the section adjoining Jedaiah. Meaning: Once 

your home is secure, you can be assembled with your 

neighbor. 

Malchijah (My 

King is Yah) 

Tower of the 

Ovens (v. 11) 

He repaired the "Ovens" (where bread was baked). Meaning: 

The King provides the daily bread (sustenance) for the 

workers. 

Rehum 

(Compassion) 

Levite Section (v. 

17) 

Led the Levites in their specific repair section. Meaning: The 

work of the Levite (the heart) is to bring compassion to 

the structure. 

Binnui (Built Up) 
From Azariah’s 

house (v. 24) 

Repaired the section from the "angle" of the wall. Meaning: 

To be built up, you must be able to navigate the "turns" 

and "angles" of life. 
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Returnee     (Neh 

12) 

Assignment  (Neh 

3) 
Meaning & Work Combined 

Shemaiah 

(Yahweh Heard) 
East Gate (v. 29) 

He was the keeper/guard of the East Gate. Meaning: Because 

God has heard, we keep a watch for the rising of the sun 

(the Messiah). 

 

The Derived "Worker's Narrative" 

• When you look at where Nehemiah placed these specific men, a second layer of the prophetic 

story emerges: 

"To truly Restore (Eliashib) the community, you must start with a sacrifice. You must work at the 

Heights (Meremoth) but also at your own Front Door (Jedaiah). When we are Assembled 

(Hattush) together, our King (Malchijah) provides the Ovens to feed us. Through Compassion 

(Rehum), we are Built Up (Binnui) and given a place of Escape (Piltai). Finally, we stand at the 

East Gate knowing Yahweh has Heard (Shemaiah) our cry and will return." 

Key Takeaway: "Opposite Their House" 

• A striking detail in Nehemiah 3 is that many priests (like Jedaiah, Zadok, and Benjamin) were 

assigned to the wall "opposite their own house." This teaches that the grand message of "The 

Story of the Return" isn't just about ancient temple shifts — it’s about Personal Responsibility. 

The wall only became "joined together" (Neh. 4:6) because each man took care of the brokenness 

right in front of his own front door. 
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The Levite Leaders (Nehemiah 12:8–9) 

 

# 
Name 

(English) 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

1 Jeshua  ַיֵשוּע Yeshua From yasha (to save/deliver): Yahweh is Salvation 

2 Binnui בִנוּי Binnuy From banah (to build): Built up / Established 

3 Kadmiel מִיאֵל  Kadmiel קַדְׂ
From qedem (ancient/before) + El: God is the Ancient 

One 

4 Sherebiah  יָה  Sherebyah שֵרֵבְׂ
From sharab (heat/glow) + Yah: Yahweh has sent 

burning heat 

5 Judah הוּדָה  Yehudah From yadah (to throw/praise): Yahweh be Praised יְׂ

6 Mattaniah יָה  Mattanyah From mattan (gift) + Yah: Gift of Yahweh מַתַנְׂ

7 Bakbukiah יָה קְׂ בֻּ  Bakbukyah From baqaq (to pour out/empty): Effusion of Yahweh בַקְׂ

8 Unni  ֹעֻּנו Unno From anah (to answer/afflict): Answered / Afflicted 

 

Significance of the Levite Names 

While the Priests (descendants of Aaron) performed the sacrifices, these Levites were specifically noted 

for being "over the thanksgiving" (al-hayyodot). Their names reflect the restoration of the "Voice of 

Praise" in the land: 

• Jeshua & Binnui: The foundation is Salvation and the Building of the community. 

• Mattaniah & Bakbukiah: The Gift is given and Poured Out like a drink offering. 

• Judah: The ultimate end-goal of the Levite's work—Praise. 

Historical Context 

These families were responsible for "wards" or "watches" (mishmar), meaning they stood opposite one 

another in the temple to perform choral responses. When one group sang a line of a Psalm, the other 

would answer. 
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The Gatekeepers (Nehemiah 12:25) 

 

The Gatekeepers (or Porters) held a position of high trust. They were responsible for the security of the 

Temple precincts and, according to Nehemiah 12:25, they kept watch at the storehouses of the gates. 

Here are the names and meanings for the Gatekeepers mentioned in this passage: 

# 
Name 

(English) 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

1 Mattaniah יָה  Mattanyah From mattan (gift) + Yah: Gift of Yahweh מַתַנְׂ

2 Bakbukiah יָה קְׂ בֻּ  Bakbukyah From baqaq (to pour out/empty): Effusion of Yahweh בַקְׂ

3 Obadiah יָה  Obadyah From abad (to serve/work) + Yah: Servant of Yahweh עֹבַדְׂ

4 Meshullam  לָּם שֻּ  Meshullam מְׂ
From shalam (to be at peace/repay): Friend / 

Recompensed 

5 Talmon מוֹן  Talmon From telem (a furrow/ridge): Oppressor or Oppressed טַלְׂ

6 Akkub עַקּוּב Akkub From aqab (to heel/follow): Insidious or Footprint 

 

The Role of the Gatekeeper 

In the context of the restoration, the Gatekeepers weren't just "security guards"; they were the protectors 

of the sanctity of the Temple. 

• The Connection: You'll notice Mattaniah and Bakbukiah appear in both the Levite singer list 

and the Gatekeeper list. This suggests that these families were large and had members serving in 

multiple capacities, or that the functions of singing and guarding were closely linked in the Second 

Temple period. 

 

• The "Insidious" Akkub: The name Akkub comes from the same root as "Jacob" (Ya'akov). In a 

gatekeeping context, it implies one who "watches the heel" or stays closely at the threshold to 

ensure nothing unauthorized enters. 

A Complete Picture 

With these three lists (Priests, Levites, and Gatekeepers), you now have the full leadership structure that 

Zerubbabel and Jeshua brought back to Jerusalem to restart the sacrificial system. 

By combining the meanings of the Priests, Levites, and Gatekeepers from Nehemiah 12, we can see a 

"Narrative of Restoration." This narrative moves from the promise of God to the active praise and 

protection of His dwelling place. 
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The Combined Narrative of the Return 

"The Prince of God (Seraiah) will exalt (Jeremiah) and bring help (Ezra). Yahweh has promised 

(Amariah) a Kingly Counselor (Malluch) to assemble (Hattush) those who dwell with Him (Shecaniah). 

In His compassion (Rehum), He brings them to the heights (Meremoth) at the appointed time (Iddo). 

The Gardener (Ginnethoi), sent by My Father Yahweh (Abijah) from His right hand (Mijamin), is the 

ornament (Maadiah) of our joy (Bilgah). 

Yahweh has heard (Shemaiah); He contends (Joiarib) for those He has known (Jedaiah). Though they 

were weighed down (Sallu) in the deep (Amok), Yahweh is their portion (Hilkiah). 

Because Yahweh is Salvation (Jeshua), He has built us up (Binnui) before the Ancient One (Kadmiel). 

His glow (Sherebiah) is a gift (Mattaniah) poured out (Bakbukiah), turning our affliction (Unni) into 

praise (Judah). 

Now, as servants of Yahweh (Obadiah), we are recompensed with peace (Meshullam) as we watch the 

threshold (Akkub) and follow in His footsteps (Talmon)." 

Summary of the Three Groups 

Group Function Theme of Names 

Priests 
Intercession & 

Sacrifice 

God’s Character: Sovereignty, Promise, and Covenant 

Knowledge. 

Levites Song & Thanksgiving God’s Action: Salvation, Building, and the Gift of Praise. 

Gatekeepers Protection & Order The Result: Peace, Service, and Faithful Watchfulness. 
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Visualizing the Order of the Second Temple 

The names are more than a genealogy; they are a map of the spiritual journey from the "Deep" (Amok) of 

Babylon back to the "Heights" (Meremoth) of Zion. 

In the next generation, under the High Priest Joiakim, the names of the "heads of the priestly houses" are 

listed in Nehemiah 12:12–21. While many names repeat from the previous generation, several new 

names appear that round out the spiritual legacy of the return. 

Heads of Priestly Houses (Generation of Joiakim) 

# 
House 

Name 

Head of 

House 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

1 Seraiah Meraiah  רָאיָה  Merayah מְׂ

From marah (rebellion) + Yah: Yahweh is 

Rebellion (meaning God overcomes it) or 

Bitterness 

2 Jeremiah Hananiah יָה  Chananyah חֲנַנְׂ
From chanan (grace/favor) + Yah: Yahweh is 

Gracious 

3 Ezra Meshullam  לָּם שֻּ  Meshullam מְׂ
From shalam (peace/repay): Friend / 

Recompensed 

4 Amariah Jehohanan הוֹחָנָן  Yehochanan יְׂ
From Yah + chanan: Yahweh is a Gracious 

Giver 

5 Malluchi Jonathan  הוֹנָתָן  Yehonatan יְׂ
From Yah + nathan (give): Yahweh has 

Given 

6 Shebaniah Joseph  יוֹסֵף Yosef 
From yasaph (to add): Yahweh shall add / 

increase 

7 Harim Adna  נָא  Adna עַדְׂ
From adan (pleasure/delight): Pleasure / 

Luxury 

8 Meraioth Helkai קָי  Chelkay חֶלְׂ
From cheleq (portion): My Portion / My 

Smoothness 

9 Iddo Zechariah יָה כַרְׂ  Zekaryah זְׂ
From zakar (remember) + Yah: Yahweh 

Remembers 

10 Ginnethon Meshullam  לָּם שֻּ  Meshullam From shalam: At Peace מְׂ

11 Abijah Zichri  רִי  Zikri From zakar: Memorable / Famous זִכְׂ

12 Miniamin (Unnamed) — — 
(House mentioned, but leader's name omitted 

in text) 

13 Moadiah Piltai  טָי  Piltay פִלְׂ
From palat (escape/deliver): Deliverance / 

My Escape 

14 Bilgah Shammua  ַשַמּוּע Shammua From shama (hear): Renowned / Heard 

15 Shemaiah Jehonathan  הוֹנָתָן  Yehonatan From Yah + nathan: Yahweh has Given יְׂ
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# 
House 

Name 

Head of 

House 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

16 Joiarib Mattenai נַי  Mattenay From mattan (gift): Liberal / Gift of Yah מַתְׂ

17 Jedaiah Uzzi עֻּזִי Uzzi From oz (strength): My Strength / My Might 

18 Sallai Kallai קַלָּי Kallay From kalal (light/swift): Swift / Light-footed 

19 Amok Eber עֵבֶר Ever 
From avar (to cross over/pass): The Region 

Beyond / Hebrew 

20 Hilkiah Hashabiah  יָה  Chashabyah חֲשַבְׂ
From chashab (think/account) + Yah: 

Yahweh has Considered 

21 Jedaiah Nethanel  אֵל תַנְׂ  Nethanel From nathan + El: Gift of God נְׂ

 

 

Key Themes of the Second Generation 

As the community settled into the land, the names shifted slightly in tone: 

• The Grace Era: Names like Hananiah and Jehohanan emphasize Grace (Chanan). After the 

hardship of exile, the focus turned to God’s unmerited favor in allowing the return. 

• The Gift Era: Multiple names related to Giving (Jonathan, Nethanel, Mattenai) appear. This 

highlights the recognition that the Temple and the Land were gifts being handed down to the 

children. 

• Remembering: Zechariah ("Yahweh Remembers") is a central figure here, emphasizing that God 

had not forgotten His covenant despite the 70-year gap 
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The High Priest Lineage (Nehemiah 12:10–11) 

The lineage of the High Priests in the Second Temple period (Nehemiah 12:10–11) provides a 

chronological "Golden Thread" from the return of the exiles (c. 538 BC) down to the arrival of Alexander 

the Great (c. 332 BC). 

Here is the lineage with the Hebrew script, transliteration, and root meanings: 

# Name Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning Historical Context 

1 Jeshua  ַיֵשוּע Yeshua 
From yasha (to save): Yahweh 

is Salvation 

High Priest during the first return with 

Zerubbabel; rebuilt the Altar. 

2 Joiakim  יוֹיָקִים Yoyaqim 
From qum (to rise/establish) + 

Yah: Yahweh Establishes 

Served during the gap between the 

Temple completion and Ezra's arrival. 

3 Eliashib  יָשִיב  Elyashib אֶלְׂ
From shub (to return/restore) + 

El: God Restores 

Contemporary of Nehemiah; helped 

rebuild the Sheep Gate of the city walls. 

4 Joiada  יוֹיָדָע Yoyada 
From yada (to know) + Yah: 

Yahweh Knows 

Served during the later years of 

Nehemiah; his son was banished for 

intermarrying. 

5 Johanan  יוֹחָנָן Yochanan 
From chanan (grace/favor) + 

Yah: Yahweh is Gracious 

Also called Jonathan in some texts; 

mentioned in the Elephantine Papyri (407 

BC). 

6 Jaddua  ַיַדּוּע Yaddua 
From yada (to know): Well-

Known / Knowing 

The last High Priest in the OT; famously 

met Alexander the Great in Jerusalem. 

The "High Priestly Message" 

If you read the meanings of this lineage in order, it forms a profound summary of the post-exilic Jewish 

hope: 

• "Yahweh is Salvation (Jeshua), and Yahweh will establish (Joiakim) His people. God restores 

(Eliashib) the ruins, because Yahweh knows (Joiada) His own. Yahweh is gracious (Johanan) to 

those whom He has made well-known (Jaddua) to the world." 

Historical Connection: The Meeting with Alexander 

According to the historian Josephus, when Jaddua (#6) heard that Alexander the Great was approaching 

Jerusalem with his army, he was terrified. However, after a dream, he dressed in his high priestly robes 

and led a procession of priests out of the city to meet him. Alexander, rather than attacking, bowed to the 

High Priest, claiming he had seen a man in that exact robe in a dream, promising him victory over Persia. 

This lineage effectively marks the transition of the Jewish people from the Persian Era to the Grecian 

Era. 
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The Gates of Jerusalem 

 

In Nehemiah 12:31–40, the dedication of the wall involved two great choirs walking in opposite 

directions atop the wall. As they marched, they passed specific gates that served as landmarks of the 

restoration. 

Each gate represents a different facet of the spiritual and physical life of the city. 

The Gates of Jerusalem (The Dedication Route) 

# Gate Name Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning Spiritual Significance 

1 Sheep Gate  שַעַר הַצאֹן Sha'ar Hatsōn 
Tson 

(flock/sheep) 

Sacrifice: Where animals were 

brought for the Temple; represents the 

Lamb of God. 

2 Fish Gate  שַעַר הַדָּגִים Sha'ar Haddagim Dag (fish) 

Outreach: Where merchants from 

Tyre sold fish; represents "fishers of 

men." 

3 Old Gate 
שַעַר 

שָנָה  הַיְׂ

Sha'ar 

Hayeshanah 

Yashan 

(ancient/old) 

Tradition: The "Ancient Paths" or 

the original gate of the city. 

4 Valley Gate א  Sha'ar Haggay שַעַר הַגַיְׂ
Gay 

(valley/gorge) 

Humility: The low point of the city; 

represents the "valley of the shadow." 

5 Dung Gate 
שַעַר 

פוֹת  הָאַשְׂ
Sha'ar Ha'ashpot 

Ashpot 

(refuse/ash) 

Cleansing: Where waste was 

removed; represents the removal of 

sin/filth. 

6 
Fountain 

Gate 
 Sha'ar Ha'ayin Ayin (eye/spring) שַעַר הָעַיִן 

Holy Spirit: Near the Pool of Siloam; 

represents the "living water." 

7 Water Gate  שַעַר הַמַּיִם 
Sha'ar 

Hammayim 
Mayim (waters) 

The Word: Where Ezra read the 

Law; water is often a symbol of the 

Word of God. 

8 Horse Gate 
שַעַר 

 הַסּוּסִים 
Sha'ar Hassusim Sus (horse) 

Warfare: Where the king's cavalry 

entered; represents spiritual warfare. 

9 East Gate 
שַעַר 

רָח   הַמִּזְׂ

Sha'ar 

Hammizrach 

Zarach (to 

rise/shine) 

The Messiah: The gate of the rising 

sun; where the Glory of God enters. 

10 
Inspection 

Gate 

שַעַר 

קָד  הַמִּפְׂ

Sha'ar 

Hammiphqad 

Paqad (to 

visit/appoint) 

Judgment: Also called the Miphkad 

Gate; a place of counting and review. 
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The Two Processions 

Nehemiah describes the choirs dividing at the Valley Gate and heading in opposite directions: 

• The First Choir (Led by Ezra): Went toward the Dung Gate, the Fountain Gate, and ascended 

the Stairs of the City of David, ending at the Water Gate. 

 

• The Second Choir (Led by Nehemiah): Passed the Tower of the Furnaces, the Old Gate, the 

Fish Gate, and the Sheep Gate, ending at the Prison Gate. 

They eventually met in the middle at the House of God to offer great sacrifices. 

The Narrative of the Gates 

The progression of these gates is often taught as a "Christian's Progress": 

You begin at the Sheep Gate (The Cross), pass through the Dung Gate (Purification), are filled at the 

Fountain Gate (The Spirit), and find strength at the Water Gate (The Word), until the East Gate (The 

Return of the King). 
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The Towers 

In the architectural layout of Nehemiah’s Jerusalem, the Towers served as the "anchor points" for the 

wall. Their names and positions provide a fascinating look at the spiritual "fortified mindset" of the 

returnees. 

The Towers of the Wall 

Tower Name Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning Significance in the Wall 

Tower of 

Hananel 

דַּל   מִגְׂ

אֵל   חֲנַנְׂ

Migdal 

Chanan’el 

Chanan (Grace) + 

El (God) 

The Grace of God: Located between 

the Sheep and Fish gates. It signifies 

that the entry point of sacrifice is 

guarded by Grace. 

Tower of the 

Hundred 

דַּל   מִגְׂ

 הַמֵּאָה

Migdal 

Hamme'ah 
Me'ah (Hundred) 

Fullness / Provision: Likely named for 

its height (100 cubits) or the 100 steps 

leading to it. It represents 

completeness. 

Tower of the 

Ovens 

דַּל   מִגְׂ

 הַתַנוּרִים

Migdal 

Hattannurim 

Tannur 

(Furnace/Oven) 

Refining / Sustenance: Where the 

bakers lived. It represents both the 

"bread of life" and the "fire of testing." 

Great 

Protruding 

Tower 

דָּל   הַמִּגְׂ

 הַיוֹצֵא

Hammigdal 

Hayyotse 
Yatsa (To go out) 

The Watchman: A massive structure 

that jutted out to provide a view of the 

Kidron Valley. It represents foresight 

and vigilance. 

 

The Spiritual Architecture 

When you look at the placement of these towers alongside the gates, a distinct pattern of "Spiritual 

Defense" appears: 

1. The Bulwark of Grace (Hananel & The Hundred) 

These two towers stood on the north side of the city — the most vulnerable direction for an invading army 

(like Babylon or Assyria). 

• The Message: The most vulnerable parts of our lives must be fortified by The Grace of God 

(Hananel) and a Fullness (The Hundred) of faith. 

2. The Tower of the Ovens (The Furnaces) 

Located on the Western Hill, this tower sat near the Valley Gate. 
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• The Message: In the "Valley" (the low points of life), God provides a Furnace. This is not just 

for trial, but for Sustenance—the place where the daily bread is prepared. It suggests that our 

strength is "baked" in the heat of our experiences. 

3. The Protruding Tower (The Great Tower) 

This tower was near the Water Gate, where the Word of God was read. 

• The Message: The "Great Outgoing" tower represents the Boldness of a life that is grounded in 

the Word. It "goes out" beyond the wall to confront the enemy before he reaches the gates. 

The Completed Picture 

Nehemiah 12:40 says, "So the two choirs stood in the house of God." The purpose of every name, every 

gate, and every tower was to lead the people back to the center: The Presence of God. The walls were not 

built to keep people out as much as they were built to keep the Holy in — to create a sanctified space 

where the "Miracle of the Priestly Duty" could continue uninterrupted. 
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The Musicians and Their Instruments 

 

In Nehemiah 12:27, 35–36, the dedication of the wall was not a silent march; it was a massive 

"symphony of restoration." The instruments mentioned are specifically called the "musical instruments 

of David the man of God," linking the Second Temple worship directly back to the original Davidic 

order. 

The Instruments of the Dedication 

Instrument 

(English) 
Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning Spiritual Symbolism 

Cymbals  תַיִם צִלְׂ  Metziltayim מְׂ
From tsalal (to 

tingle/quiver) 

Clarity: Used to mark the beginning 

of a song; represents the "sounding 

alarm" of joy. 

Harps בָלִים  Nebalim נְׂ
From nebel (skin-

bottle/flask) 

Depth: A larger stringed instrument 

with a resonant body; represents the 

"outpouring" of the soul. 

Lyres  כִנֹרוֹת Kinnorot 
From a root meaning 

"to twang" 

Sweetness: David’s personal 

instrument; represents intimate, 

melodic worship. 

Trumpets  רוֹת  Chatzotzerot חֲצֹצְׂ
From chatsar (to 

surround/narrow) 

Sovereignty: Made of hammered 

silver; used by priests to announce 

the presence of the King. 

 
 

The Musicians and Their Names 

The text highlights a group of "priests' sons with trumpets" and Levites with the instruments of David. 

Here are the prominent leaders mentioned in this musical procession: 

# Name Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

1 Zechariah יָה כַרְׂ  Zekaryah From zakar (remember): Yahweh Remembers זְׂ

2 Shemaiah יָה מַעְׂ  Shemaiah From shama (hear): Yahweh has Heard שְׂ
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# Name Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

3 Azarel אֵל  Azarel From azar (help) + El: God is Help עֲזַרְׂ

4 Milalai מִלֲלַי Milalay From malal (to speak/utter): Eloquence / Talkative 

5 Gilalai גִלֲלַי Gilalay 
From galal (to roll/commit): Yahweh has Rolled (the 

reproach away) 

6 Maai מָעַי Maay From meah (bowels/inner heart): Compassionate / Inward 

7 Nethanel  אֵל תַנְׂ  Nethanel From nathan (give) + El: Gift of God נְׂ

8 Judah הוּדָה  Yehudah From yadah (praise): Praise יְׂ

9 Hanani חֲנָנִי Chanani From chanan (grace): Gracious / My Favor 

 

 

The "Symphony" Narrative 

When the instruments and the names of the musicians are combined, we see the Purpose of the Praise: 

"As the Trumpets announce the King, Yahweh Remembers (Zechariah) that Yahweh has Heard 

(Shemaiah). Because God is our Help (Azarel), we Utter (Milalai) His greatness, for He has Rolled 

away our reproach (Gilalai). From our Inmost Heart (Maai), we recognize His Gift (Nethanel), which 

leads to a life of Praise (Judah) and Grace (Hanani)." 

The Climax: Two Great Companies 

Nehemiah 12:43 tells us that on that day, they offered "great sacrifices and rejoiced." The sound was so 

massive that "the joy of Jerusalem was heard far off." The wall was no longer just stone; it was a 

"resonating chamber" for the glory of God. 
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The Officers of the Storehouses 

 

The final section of Nehemiah 12 (v. 44–47) shifts from the loud celebration on the walls to the quiet, 

organized business of the Treasuries (Otsarot). This was the "administrative engine" that ensured the 

priestly duty could be sustained for generations. 

The Officers of the Storehouses 

At the dedication, specific men were appointed to manage the chambers for the tithes, the firstfruits, and 

the portions required by the Law. 

# Role / Name Hebrew Transliteration Root / Meaning 

1 The Storehouses אֹוצָרֹות Otsarot From atsar (to lay up/store): Treasuries / Armories 

2 The Firstfruits רֵאשִית Reshit From rosh (head/beginning): The Best / Chief Part 

3 The Portions נָאֹות  Menaot From manah (to count/appoint): Allotted Shares מְׂ

 

The Divine Order: "The Ward of God" 

Nehemiah 12:45 notes that the singers and gatekeepers kept the "ward of their God" and the "ward of 

the purification." This word "ward" (Mishmereth) is a priestly term: 

Mishmereth (מֶרֶת  From shamar (to hedge about, guard, protect). It refers to a sacred charge or a :(מִשְׁ

legal obligation. 

The Sustenance Narrative 

Verse 47 explains that all Israel gave the portions of the singers and the gatekeepers "every day his 

portion." This creates a final narrative meaning for the chapter’s conclusion: 

"By establishing the Treasuries (Otsarot), they honored the Beginning (Reshit) of all things. By giving 

the Appointed Portions (Menaot), they allowed the priests to keep the Sacred Charge (Mishmereth). 

Thus, the Purification was maintained, and the joy of the return was preserved through daily 

faithfulness." 

The "Mirror" of History 

This chapter begins with a list of names from the first return (Zerubbabel) and ends with the current 

organization (Nehemiah). It shows that: 

• The First Generation provided the Inspiration (The Names/The Return). 
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• The Second Generation provided the Organization (The Storehouses/The Law). 

Without the names, there was no people; without the storehouses, there was no future. 

Summary of Our Journey 

We have moved through: 

1. The 22 Priestly Names: God's prophetic promise of return. 

2. The Levite & Gatekeeper Names: The restoration of praise and protection. 

3. The High Priest Lineage: The golden thread of authority. 

4. The Gate & Tower Names: The spiritual defenses of the city. 

5. The Musicians & Instruments: The sound of a rolling-away of reproach. 

6. The Storehouses: The administrative sustainability of holiness. 
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The Narrative of Restoration: A Study Summary 

The restoration of Jerusalem in Nehemiah 12 is a prophetic masterpiece "hidden in plain sight," where 

every name and landmark functions as a spiritual map. The journey begins with the Invitation, where the 

names of the 22 priestly houses—led by figures like Seraiah (the Prince) and Jeshua (Salvation)—reveal 

a God who exalts His people from the depths of exile through compassion and grace. This 

"Breakthrough" is not merely historical but deeply personal; the names emphasize that because Yahweh 

has always "known" His people (Jedaiah), He contends for them even when they feel weighed down in 

the deep (Amok), ultimately transforming their mourning into an "ornament of joy." 

The physical rebuilding of the city serves as a Manual for Fortification, where specific priests were 

assigned to sections of the wall that mirrored their spiritual identities. From the Sheep Gate (signifying 

sacrifice) to the Tower of Hananel (representing the bulwark of Grace), the architecture created a 

"sanctified space" designed to keep the Holy in rather than just keeping enemies out. This work required 

personal responsibility, as men labored "opposite their own houses," proving that communal restoration 

depends on individuals repairing the brokenness within their own immediate reach. The dedication 

reached its climax not in stone, but in a "Symphony of Praise" led by musicians whose names and Davidic 

instruments turned the wall into a resonating chamber for the glory of God. 

Ultimately, the miracle of the return was preserved through Sustained Joy and administrative order. The 

transition from the first generation’s inspiration to the second generation’s organization is seen in the 

establishment of the Treasuries (Otsarot) and the Sacred Charge (Mishmereth). By honoring the 

"Firstfruits" and providing daily portions for the singers and gatekeepers, Nehemiah ensured that the 

spiritual fire would not fade after the celebration ended. This "Mirror of History" teaches that while 

inspiration starts the journey, it is the daily faithfulness of the storehouse and the guard that secures a 

future for the people of God. 
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Master Reference Chart 

 

This Master Reference Chart consolidates the priestly, levitical, and architectural meanings from 

Nehemiah 12 into a single panoramic view of the restoration of Jerusalem. 

The Master Narrative of Nehemiah 12 

I. The Spiritual Leadership (The 22 Priestly Houses) 

The foundation of the return: God’s character and His covenant promise. 

Name Hebrew Root Meaning Prophetic Theme 

Seraiah / Jeremiah / 

Ezra 

Prince of God / Yah Exalts / 

Help 
The Call: The Prince exalts and helps. 

Amariah / Malluch / 

Hattush 

Yah Promised / Counselor / 

Assembled 

The Gathering: Promised Counsel 

assembles us. 

Shecaniah / Rehum / 

Meremoth 
Dweller / Compassion / Heights 

The Goal: Dwelling in compassion on the 

heights. 

Iddo / Ginnethoi / 

Abijah 

Appointed / Gardener / My 

Father is Yah 

The Messiah: The Appointed Gardener 

from the Father. 

Mijamin / Maadiah / 

Bilgah 
Right Hand / Ornament / Joy The Outcome: At His right hand is joy. 

Shemaiah / Joiarib / 

Jedaiah 

Yah Heard / Yah Contends / 

Yah Knows 

The Assurance: He hears, contends, and 

knows. 

Sallu / Amok / Hilkiah Weighed / Deep / My Portion 
The Rescue: From the deep, He is our 

portion. 

 

 

II. The Service of Praise (Levites & Musicians) 

The "Mishmereth" (Sacred Charge): Transitioning from stone to song. 

Category Names / Instruments Meaning 

The Song Leaders Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel Salvation is Built by the Ancient One. 

The Thanksgiving Mattaniah, Bakbukiah The Gift is Poured Out. 

The Instruments Cymbals, Harps, Lyres Clarity, Depth, and Sweetness in worship. 
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Category Names / Instruments Meaning 

The Trumpets Silver Trumpets The Sovereignty and announcement of the King. 

 

 

III. The Physical Fortification (Gates & Towers) 

The boundaries of holiness: Protecting the Presence. 

Landmark Meaning Spiritual Application 

Tower of Hananel God is Gracious Our defense begins with Grace. 

Sheep Gate The Flock Entrance via Sacrifice. 

Fish Gate Outreach The mission of Fishers of Men. 

Water Gate The Word Stability through Scripture. 

Tower of Ovens The Furnace Strength through Refining. 

East Gate The Rising Sun Watching for the Messiah. 

 

 

IV. The Sustainability (The Treasuries) 

The administrative engine: Ensuring the miracle continues. 

Term Hebrew Concept Purpose 

Otsarot Treasuries / Armories Storing the resources for the battle of daily life. 

Reshit Firstfruits / Chief Giving God the "best" first to sanctify the rest. 

Mishmereth The Sacred Ward The disciplined "watch" that keeps the fire burning. 

 

 

The Final Synthesis 

Nehemiah 12 moves from Genealogy (Who we are) to Procession (What we do) to Administration 

(How we stay). It teaches that a spiritual restoration is only complete when the Names are known, the 

Walls are built, the Songs are sung, and the Storehouses are full. 
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A Reflective Study 

To help you internalize the "The Story of the Return", the lessons from the Nehemiah 12 restoration, here 

are five study questions designed to bridge these ancient names with your current journey: 

Reflective Study Questions 

1. The "Opposite Your House" Principle In Nehemiah 3, the priests repaired the wall "opposite their 

own house." Looking at the meaning of your own name or your current role, what is the specific "section 

of the wall" in your life—your family, your workplace, or your character—that God is asking you to 

fortify first? 

2. From the "Deep" to the "Portion" The names Amok (Deep) and Hilkiah (My Portion) are linked in 

the narrative. Can you identify a "deep" or difficult season you’ve walked through where you discovered 

that God wasn't just a provider, but was actually your "portion" (everything you had left)? 

3. The Guard of the East Gate Shemaiah (Yahweh has Heard) was the keeper of the East Gate—the 

gate of the Messiah’s return. Since the name implies that God's "hearing" leads to our "watching," how 

does the assurance that God hears your prayers change the way you "watch" for His move in your life? 

4. Building vs. Maintaining Nehemiah 12 moves from the celebration of the wall to the organization of 

the storehouses (Otsarot). Are you currently in a "celebration" season of starting something new, or an 

"administrative" season of setting up the systems (daily habits, disciplines) to make sure your spiritual joy 

is sustainable? 

5. The Instrument of Your Praise The dedication used cymbals (clarity), harps (depth), and lyres 

(sweetness). If your life was one of these "instruments of David" right now, which sound would it be 

making? Is it a loud, clear testimony, or a deep, resonant work of the heart? 

 

A Final Thought on the "Miracle" 

The "Miracle of the Priestly Duty" is that God takes a group of people with different names, backgrounds, 

and failures, and weaves them into a single wall that can withstand the enemy. You are a "living stone" in 

that same wall today. 

"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." — 1 Peter 2:5 
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A 7-Day Reading Plan 

To help you anchor these meanings in the biblical text, here is a 7-Day Reading Plan. This plan connects 

the 22 priestly houses and the Levites of the return to the key scriptures where their roles, struggles, and 

victories are defined. 

The "The Story of the Return" Reading Plan 

 

Day 1: The Foundation of the Return 

• Focus: The Call and the Sovereign Promise. 

• Scripture: Ezra 1:1–11 & Nehemiah 12:1–7 

• Names to Meditate On: Seraiah (Prince of God), Jeremiah (Yah Exalts), Ezra (Help). 

• Key Insight: Restoration doesn't start with human effort; it starts with a decree from the King and 

the "stirring" of the spirit. 

Day 2: The Strategy of the Wall 

• Focus: Working "Opposite Your Own House." 

• Scripture: Nehemiah 3:1–32 

• Names to Meditate On: Jedaiah (Yah Knows), Hattush (Assembled), Malchijah (My King is 

Yah). 

• Key Insight: Personal responsibility is the secret to communal strength. The wall is only as strong 

as the work done at each person’s front door. 

Day 3: The Threat and the Watch 

• Focus: The Sword and the Trowel. 

• Scripture: Nehemiah 4:1–23 

• Names to Meditate On: Shemaiah (Yah Has Heard), Obadiah (Servant of Yah). 

• Key Insight: Protection requires a dual focus—building with one hand and holding a weapon in 

the other. 

Day 4: The Sound of Restoration 

• Focus: The Joy of the Dedication. 

• Scripture: Nehemiah 12:27–43 

• Names to Meditate On: Zechariah (Yah Remembers), Judah (Praise), Jeshua (Salvation). 

• Key Insight: Praise is the spiritual "sealing" of the work. When the wall is done, the sound of joy 

must be heard "far off." 

Day 5: The Word at the Water Gate 
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• Focus: The Power of the Scriptures. 

• Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1–12 

• Names to Meditate On: Mattaniah (Gift of Yah), Hilkiah (My Portion). 

• Key Insight: The physical wall is not enough; the community must be "walled in" by the 

understanding of God's Word. 

Day 6: The Covenant and the Seal 

• Focus: Commitment to the Future. 

• Scripture: Nehemiah 9:38–10:39 

• Names to Meditate On: Meshullam (Peace/Recompensed), Amariah (Yah Promised). 

• Key Insight: True restoration leads to a "sure covenant"—a written commitment to walk in God's 

ways. 

Day 7: The Sustained Fire 

• Focus: Storehouses and Daily Portions. 

• Scripture: Nehemiah 12:44–47 & Malachi 3:10–12 

• Names to Meditate On: Mishmereth (The Sacred Charge), Reshit (The Firstfruits). 

• Key Insight: The miracle of the duty is sustained through stewardship. Keeping the storehouses 

full keeps the "ward" of the Temple active. 

 

How to Use This Plan 

1. Read the Text: Focus on the names listed in the passage. 

2. Apply the Meaning: Look at the "Master Chart" we created. How does the name's meaning 

change the way you read the verse? 

3. The "Priestly Duty": Ask yourself, "How am I acting as a 'priest' in this specific area today?" 
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Nehemiah 12: The Priestly Houses Reference Sheet 

 

This reference sheet groups the 22 priestly houses by their "Act" in the Narrative of Restoration, 

providing a quick-glance guide to their prophetic meanings. 

 

ACT I: The Call of the Prince (Restoration of Purpose) 

Focus: God’s sovereignty and the gathering of the exiles. 

# Name Meaning Prophetic Theme 

1 Seraiah Yahweh has Prevailed The Prince of God overcomes exile. 

2 Jeremiah Yahweh will Exalt The lifting up of the lowly. 

3 Ezra Help / Succor Divine assistance for the journey. 

4 Amariah Yahweh has Promised Grounded in the Word of God. 

5 Malluch Kingly / Counselor Guidance from the throne. 

6 Hattush Assembled / Gathered The unity of the remnant. 

7 Shecaniah Dweller with Yahweh The goal of the return: His Presence. 

 

ACT II: The Gift of the Gardener (Restoration of Heart) 

Focus: Grace, compassion, and the joy of the Messiah. 

# Name Meaning Prophetic Theme 

8 Rehum Compassionate The motive behind the rescue. 

9 Meremoth Elevations / Heights Rising above the rubble. 

10 Iddo Timely / Appointed God's perfect "Kairos" moment. 

11 Ginnethoi Gardener The one who makes the desert bloom. 
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# Name Meaning Prophetic Theme 

12 Abijah My Father is Yahweh Reclaiming sonship and identity. 

13 Mijamin From the Right Hand The position of power and favor. 

14 Maadiah Ornament of Yahweh Being clothed in His beauty. 

15 Bilgah Brighten / Rejoice The internal light of joy. 

 

ACT III: The Victory in the Deep (Restoration of Strength) 

Focus: Overcoming struggle and securing the future. 

# Name Meaning Prophetic Theme 

16 Shemaiah Yahweh has Heard The response to the captive's cry. 

17 Joiarib Yahweh Pleads/Contends God fighting for His people. 

18 Jedaiah Yahweh has Known Intimacy and covenant recognition. 

19 Sallu Weighed / Lifted Up Measured and found precious. 

20 Amok Deep / Unfathomable The God who reaches the lowest places. 

21 Hilkiah Yahweh is my Portion Satisfaction in God alone. 

22 Jedaiah Yahweh has Known The Seal: Secure in His knowledge. 

 

Summary of the "Golden Thread" 

The list begins with a Prince (Seraiah) and ends with Knowledge (Jedaiah). It teaches that God does not 

just "bring us back" to a place; He brings us back to a Person. The duplicate name Jedaiah serves as the 

bookend, reminding the reader that the entire journey—from the decree in Persia to the dedication in 

Jerusalem—is held together by the fact that God has "known" His own from beginning to end. 

 


