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The Adventure
Starts Here

 The Route At-A-Glance

Days 1-3: Santorini (The Iconic Start)

Days 5-8: Naxos (The Authentic Heart)

Days 9-11: Paros (The Chic Escape)

Days 12-14: Athens (The Grand Finale)
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Your First Two Destinations

Santorini
Days 1–3·Days 1–3·    3 Nights3 NightsDays 1–3·  3 Nights

Iconic caldera sunsets, blue-
domed churches, volcanic
beaches, wine tasting in
clifftop villages, and the
magic of Oia at golden

hour.

Naxos
Days 5–8Days 5–8    ··    4 Nights4 NightsDays 5–8  ·  4 Nights

The authentic heart of the
Cyclades—lush valleys,

ancient temples, endless
sandy beaches, mountain

villages, and the iconic
Portara at sunset.
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Your Next Two Destinations

Paros
Days 9–11Days 9–11    ··    3 Nights3 NightsDays 9–11  ·  3 Nights

Laid-back Cycladic charm,
golden beaches, traditional

fishing villages, Naoussa
nightlife, and the marble

quarries of antiquity.

Athens
Days 12–14Days 12–14    ··    3 Nights3 NightsDays 12–14  ·  3 Nights

The Acropolis, Plaka
neighborhood, world-class

museums, vibrant food
scene, and a no-stress

departure from the
mainland.
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Why This Route Works

A first trip to Greece can get exhausting fast if you try to squeeze in too many
islands. This route gives you variety without spending half your vacation packing,
checking out, and sitting in ports.

Start with the islands.

 You arrive ready for the fun part — sea views, villages, beaches, and that first real
“I’m in Greece” feeling.

Slow the pace down.

 Three to four nights in each destination gives you enough time to actually enjoy
where you are instead of constantly moving.

Mix iconic with authentic.

 Santorini gives you the famous Greece experience, while Naxos and Paros add a
more relaxed island feel.

Save Athens for last.

 You finish on the mainland, which means less stress before your international
flight home.

The goal:

 See a lot of Greece without feeling like you raced through it.
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A Few Things I Wish Everyone Knew Before Greece

Book flights and hotels first.

 Ferry schedules are usually released later than airline and hotel
availability,
 so don’t panic if you can’t book every ferry far in advance. Once
schedules are published, book the important island connections
you know you’ll need.

Bring some euros with you.

 It’s helpful to arrive with cash for small purchases, tips, taxis, or
places that may not take cards. 
If you need more cash in Greece, use a bank ATM, not a stand-
alone tourist ATM, whenever possible.

Always choose local currency.

 When an ATM or credit card terminal asks whether you want
the charge converted to dollars, 
choose euros / local currency and decline the offered conversion.

Use the right credit card.

 Bring cards with no foreign transaction fees, and make sure
your bank knows your travel dates so your card isn’t
unexpectedly declined.

Pack as light as possible.

 Ferries, stairs, cobblestone streets, rental cars, and taxis are all
much easier with less luggage. Large suitcases can become a
real hassle very quickly.

 See my Greece Packing List download for what I actually
recommend bringing.

Think about transfers before you arrive.

 Know how you’re getting from the airport or ferry port to your
hotel before travel day. It makes arrival much less stressful,
especially after a long flight or ferry ride.
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Ready for the Full Trip?

You now have the route. The next step is turning it into a trip you can actually
book.

My full 14-Day Greece Island Hopper Itinerary goes much deeper, with the
details that take the stress out of planning:

Day-by-day itinerary
Hotel recommendations
Ferry and flight guidance
Tour and activity recommendations
Transportation and transfer tips
Booking links to make planning easier
My personal recommendations for where to stay, what to book, and what is
worth your time

I designed it for travelers who want to experience Greece without spending
weeks researching every hotel, ferry, tour, and transfer.

Coming Soon: The Complete 14-Day Greece Island Hopper Itinerary
Want to be the first to know when it’s available?

 Stay subscribed to Beyond The Empty Nest, and I’ll let you know as soon as it
launches.
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