
 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 
September 9, 2025 

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Yuma Union High School District Office 

3150 S Avenue A, Yuma AZ 85364 

 
Attendees: 

 

Sector Member 
Name/Title 

Organization Name 

YCADC Joanne Fiser 
 

Executive Director, YCADC 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Ryan Butcher Yuma County Public Health 
Services District 

Business Community Pepper Mellon 
 

RL Jones Insurance 

YCADC & YCMHC Shelley Mellon 
 

Chair/RL Jones Insurance 

Non-Profit Beverly Cade 

 
NAACP 

School  David King, Principal 
 

Vista High School 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Jessica Valadez AZ Dept of Liquor & License 
Control 

Healthcare Professionals Keith Francis 

 
Arizona Complete Health 

Foundation Dale Dumo 
 

Travis Manion Foundation 

Business  Sarah Johnson 

 
Navy Federal Credit Union 

Schools Brianna Villa 
 

UofA Yuma  

Nonprofit  Linda Elliot Nelson 

 
Arizona Town Hall 

Nonprofit  Nydia Herrera 
 

Arizona at Work 

Other Organization with 
Expertise in Substance Use 

Jesus Reyes  
 

Healing Journey 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Beto Garcia Charlie Health 



Healthcare Professionals Ray Moreno 

 
Horizon Health and Wellness 

Coalition Elivs Kost  Yuma Coalition to End  
Homelessness  

Other Organization with 
Expertise in Substance Use 

Ruben Ornelas Crossroads Mission 

Other Organization with 
Expertise in Substance Use 

Timothy Collins TLCR 

Other Organization with 
Expertise in Substance Use 

Berenice Ortiz TLCR 

Other Organization with 
Expertise in Substance Use 

Arisil Gill TLCR  

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Carol Smith  City of Yuma 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Sergeant Phoebus 
Yuma Police Department 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Ernesto Prieto 
San Luis Police Department 

Schools  David Reynolds  
 Vista High School 

Business Abel Garcia 
 

Allo Fiber  

Healthcare Professionals Lee Parks 

 
Community Medical Services 

Schools  Melissa Stores  
 

Gila Ridge High School 

Nonprofit  Matthew Papin 
  

Victory Outreach in Yuma 

Nonprofit  Alfonso Martin 
 

Campesino sin Fronteras 

Healthcare Professionals Jordin Aguilar Onvida Health, Behavioral 
Health Dept 

Schools Jessica Hubbard 
 

Castle Dome Middle School 
Counselor 

Schools  Sarah Bales Health Services for Yuma School 
District One 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Jen Hulbert Yuma County Public Health 
Services District 

Nonprofit  Maricela Hodges National Community Health Part-
ners 

Law Enforcement Victoria Gonzalez 
 

YCSO and YCJJC 

Law Enforcement Robert Amola 

 
Yuma County Sheriff's Office 



Federal Govt/Military Amy Zia 
 

MCGS / MCAS Yuma 

State, local, and/or tribal 
government agencies 

Cameron Curtis Yuma County Attorney’s Office 

Federal Govt/Military Brian Quig 

 
Homeland Security Investigations 

Schools  Lauren Spurlock 
 

MAP / YUHSD 

Schools Dubia Zaragoza 
 

AWC - U of A Yuma 

Schools  David Cade 
 

Vista High School  

Schools Henry Gonzalez  
 

YUHSD 

Other Organization with 
Expertise in Substance Use 

Oswaldo Rodriguez YCJJC 

Schools Martha Reminar 

 
KOFA High School 

Schools Kelly Dale 

 
Cibola High School 

Schools Chris Santore 

 
Somerton High School 

Federal Govt/military  Ben Reno 

 
USBP 

Federal Govt/military Candace Brown 

 
Marine Corps Air Station. NEMA 

Federal Govt/military  Oscar Morales, 
Sector Chaplain 

USBP 

Federal Govt/military Adriana Rodriguez 
 

US Customs and Border Protection 

Federal Govt/military Josh Dahl 
 

USBP 

Student Natalia Rosas 
 

Yuma Resident / Student  

Schools  Monique Slaughter 
 

Vista High School 

Law Enforcement Sgt Cesar Peno, SRO 
 

 

Yuma Police Department 

Law Enforcement Sgt Jeremy Daniels, 
SRO 

Yuma Police Department 

11:30  Lunch/Connector Question – "How do you pull yourself out of something when you know 
you're in too deep?"  Share with your neighbor. 

 



11:45 Pledge/Approve August Meeting Minutes           

Welcome and Introductions 

• Joanne called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m. 

11:55 Welcome/Agency 60 second Updates      

Introductions and Agency Updates 

• I'm Joanne Fiser, Executive Director of the Yuma County Anti-Drug Coalition and representing our 

Yuma County Mental Health Coalition, today, I am excited to share with you that last month's meeting 

minutes will go out to you via email, and we are going to go ahead and get started, since we have a 

packed room to share our updates. Please remember the updates are 60 seconds for each person. 

Please share your name and the agency that you're here representing and any updates that you have. 

• Ryan Butcher, Yuma County Public Health District - Some updates on some of the programs over at the 

Health District, our overdose data to action Grant was just renewed for this fiscal year, so there were 

some rumblings, maybe it wasn't going to happen, but down to the wire, it is back. So we have several 

strategies, working with a lot of partners in the room. We have working on one for information 

regarding jail re-entry for detainees, some in the labor and delivery department, and just some other 

ones with the anti-drug coalition. So a lot of cool stuff that will be happening there. We do have bags 

that will be, if you guys are familiar with the naloxone distribution program before, we have these 

medication deactivation pouches that were kind of ideal for our elderly that have opioids in the home 

that they want to get rid of, so they're not stockpiled in the cabinets things like that. So those were 

discontinued, but now they're coming back. So we don't have them yet, but that will be an item that 

you'll be able to order again soon, and that's all I have for right now. 

• Shelley Mellon, YCADC / YCMHC Chair – Welcome everyone. Yes, congratulations. I'm going to do an 

update after so we can get around to everyone and just again, reiterating the importance of just getting 

to hear out going in our minutes, and then to be able to connect. And that. Work at the end as well. So 

these updates are huge for our coalition. So thank you for sharing. 

• Pepper with RL Jones – nothing new to report. 

• Beverly Cade, NAACP – I'm the president of the local NAACP chapter, and this month, we're having a 

fashion show at the MLK building, and it's gonna take place on September the 26th and everybody's 

invited. 

• Dave King, Principal, Vista High School -  Not a ton of updates since last month. Do you want to make 

you guys aware we do have a why VISTA community event coming up on October 1. It's a carnival 

themed events. The idea is to draw prospective families to VISTA also share what's going on at Vista. It'd 

be really awesome if we could get any representation from any of your organizations. If you want to 

come and just be a community resource, if you want to put up a carnival game, that'd be cool too. Also 

great opportunity for you to meet and speak with some of our staff and students if you need any 

support at any of your events. I love to see our VISTA students involved, whether they're packing 



pouches and bags for Joanne or come into the scary and safe trunk or treat or any other community 

event that you guys might be hosting. I'd love to see our kids be a part of it. So please check in with me. 

• Jessica Valadez, AZ Liquor License & Control Dept – Jessica Valadez. I am a prevention specialist with 

the Arizona Department liquor of licenses and control in our education and prevention unit. We are 

available for any Red Ribbon Week events, Joanne has already booked me for several events, so I will be 

here in the Yuma area. If anyone needs further assistance or support. I do have cards so you can reach 

out. 

• Keith Francis. I work for Arizona Complete Health as a first responder liaison. As far as updates, I am 

available to help you guys understand how to access the crisis system. If you guys are wanting that 

training, I can come to you and to give that training to your staff. I believe I'm going to VISTA this Friday 

to give that training as well. Some of the students are wanting that so I think that's a cool opportunity 

for me to be in front of students. I don't get to do that often. And another update is the quarterly data 

that I share, we are now posting that on the Arizona complete website, and it's going to be automatic, 

so you guys can filter out for each county zip code, whatever it is that you guys are needing without 

having to go through me. Thank you guys.  

• Dale Dumo, Travis Manion Foundation – Youth Mentorship. I'm a volunteer with the Travis Manion 

Foundation, TMF, the Yuma chapter leader, also this Saturday's 911 heroes run races, Director for you 

guys that are aware of it. I retired from the Marine Corps two years ago, but I still work with the 

Marines. I support MCSU, installation logistics. TMF’s mission is to empower veterans and families of 

fallen heroes to develop character in future generations. We're also supported by plethora of inspired 

civilians, such as yourselves here if you want, if you're interested in why TMF’s model works with better 

preventing veteran suicide and overall well-being. Please visit Travis manion.org We do holistic fitness, 

character development with youth mentorship, and then last thing this Saturday for any of your 

organizations that provide resources, mental health, resources for first responders, law enforcement, 

military veterans, if you're interested in setting up a booth at the pack at the 911 heroes run, please get 

with me after Thank you. 

• Sarah Johnson, Navy Federal Credit Union - We were invited to be here today. So thank you for that, 

and we're just here to support the community. Make connections with you guys. If anybody wants any 

like financial education, we do those types of presentations. So we're just excited to be here. Thank you. 

• Brianna Villa, UofA Yuma – I'm the regional engagement manager at the U of A Yuma. No huge 

updates, but I did want to shout out everybody in this room, because tomorrow is Suicide Prevention 

Day, and it's really incredible to know that we have this group of community leaders and community 

advocates for mental health also shout out to Mr. Duma, who just finished his master's, and throughout 

your program, you studied positive psychology and mental health. So thank you for all your research on 

that. Hello. 

• Linda Elliot Nelson, Arizona Town Hall. There are a number of community town halls happening 

around the state that focus on workforce development. I also want to say that I find these meetings very 

inspiring. So thank you for everything that you do. 



• Nydia Herrera, Arizona at Work - I'm the Executive Director and the two updates I wanted to share 

with everyone is that Arizona work is also partnering with the DS Arizona at work, there's two divisions 

within Arizona work. They will be having a long first law enforcement and first responder hiring event on 

September 18, from nine to 12 at the Martin Luther King Center, as well as we're having our annual 

Yuma community job and Education Fair along with the building a dream collaboration that will be 

October 8 at the AWC Shawnee center, from nine to 12. I have a flyer. Have a few flyers, if anybody's 

interested. We are actually looking for employers that are hiring, especially for our annual job fair. We 

want those employers to be present, so individuals that are looking for work can get that assistance of 

what types of jobs are out there. So thank you. 

• Jesus Reyes, and I'm from the healing journey. As of recently, we started a program called peer 

mentor. So we're doing peer mentoring from the ages of six to 30. It's all just comes with the program 

for therapy. It's weird, trauma support. We are also doing a Christmas event for anyone, for any of our 

clients who wants to show up and just hang out with us, because we think that we are no less than the 

people that we support. Thank you. 

• Beto with Charlie Heath, - Intensive outpatient program serving kiddos and adults. No major updates 

at this time, but really cool to be here with everybody, seeing everybody together and just thank you for 

everybody that's welcomed me into the group. This is my fifth meeting here, and everybody's been 

super welcoming and wanting to learn more about our program and setting up meetings and everything 

outside. So now thank you everybody for the help and wishing everybody a great month of September. 

Thank you.  

• Ray Moreno, Horizon Health and Wellness. I'm the Outreach Coordinator. We're a healthcare 

integrator, outpatient some of the services that we provide mental health, mental health, substance 

abuse, psychiatry, pharmacy, all ages and stages, Monday through Friday, eight to seven. Thank you. 

• Elvis Kost, YCEH - A local coalition 10 homeless coordinator, we offer services and assistance to people 

that are homeless. And the update is that Thursday, the 11th, at 9am we have our BI monthly meeting 

at one City Plaza. Hope to see you guys there. 

• Ruben Ornelas, Crossroads Mission, we have no updates right now.  

• Timothy Collins, Transitional Living Center and recovery. 

• Bernice Ortiz, TLCR. I have two updates. One of the updates that I have is tomorrow is our bi weekly 

meeting that we have for our Halloween planning event that we have coming up on October 31 it will be 

taking place at Carver Park. We are very excited and looking forward to collaborating and inviting all 

agencies that want to participate and set up a booth. We will meet tomorrow at 11am we can. We will 

be doing it in person at the Turtle Bay cafe or via zoom. So if you guys want to link, please reach out to 

me afterwards. And another update that I had is that this year, we're going to be kicking off something 

new. We have a lot of parents that come out of jail and lose absolutely everything, and it's really hard 

for them to build up everything again, especially when they have children. So we are going to begin a toy 

drive. If any agency here is willing to allow us to set a box at your guys's agency, we would highly 



appreciate it. It doesn't have to be anything big. We've already started collecting what we can just little 

toys, anything, just to give those parents that feel like they can't do anything, give them some type of 

sense of hope that they can provide something for their kiddos. So if you guys are willing to do that for 

us, that would be awesome. Please let me know afterwards. Thank you. 

• Carol Smith, COY & Nurse Educator at Onvida for the pediatrics and NICU departments. No big updates 

for me, but my request is this, if your organizations or or entities have any volunteer opportunities, I like 

to encourage myself, the mayor and the city council of Yuma, to come in and see all the important work 

that you guys do, and really get a hands on, feel and get to know all of you. So please reach out to me if 

those opportunities arise. I think it's important for us to get out and meet you guys and see what you 

do. Thank you. 

• Sergeant Phoebus,  Yuma Police Department - I'm pleased to announce that we have a co responder 

mental health team now, and we're also partnering up with the Yuma Fire Department. We're going to 

get a paramedic to go in there with us and help the community.  

• Ernesto Prieto, San Luis Police Department - This is my first meeting out here. Thank you for the invite, 

though, here to learn and hopefully make more contacts so we could help and assist our community in 

San Luis. 

• David Reynolds, Vista High School social worker - I have no updates. 

• Abel Garcia, Allo Fiber – no major updates at this point. 

• Lee Parks, Community Medical Services - We're the medical assistant treatment services for opioid 

addictions. And no updates. 

• Melissa Stores Gila Ridge High School School Social Worker - Definitely update is a lot of love and 

shout out to all the men in the room, with it being suicide awareness month, I think it's just important to 

mention that men have some of the highest suicide rates because we aren't talking to each other. So I 

do believe it does start with us. So a lot of love to y'all and definitely, definitely encouraging y'all and us 

to connect, especially when it comes to how we're doing and when it comes to the work that we do. 

Recently, had a really brave friend tell me that he didn't know what we would do if we hung out and 

didn't go to a bar or didn't go to watch a game. And so, you know, I really, really appreciated him sharing 

that with me, because I think it's important to mention that sometimes we don't know how to connect, 

and it's okay to just say that. And so a lot of love to all you men out there who do this amazing work. 

• Matthew Papin, Victory Outreach in Yuma -  I'm the director for the men's home right here at We have 

availability for the men's home and the women's home, so we're out here serving the community. If you 

guys run across anybody who needs help, you know we're a discipleship program, and it's changed many 

people's lives, right? We have this year, we're going to have four graduates that are finishing completely 

the home, and they're going to go on to either go back to their family or start to work here and still be 

connected with us, so that I'm grateful for that. Thank you. 



• Alfonso Martin, Campesino sin Fronteras and also with the South Yuma County entry localization over 

there in San Luis and Somerton Gaston. Update is we'll be hosting a kickball tournament on October 25 

over there in Somerton, if anybody is interested in forming a team of participants or having a resource 

booth, or also being a food vendor in the event, as you guys are welcome to get the contact information 

come to me and ask for information to register, and that's all the updates from my side. Thank you. 

• Jordin Aguliar, Onvida Health Behavioral Health Dept - For those of you who may not know, Onvida 

does have an inpatient mental health behavior or behavioral health inpatient unit. It's really intended 

for that stabilization, as well as getting whoever comes to us back on their feet, especially when it comes 

to a mental health crisis, as as the gentleman mentioned earlier, you know, especially when it comes to 

men, sometimes they don't have that support. And our unit is strictly voluntary, so it's really 

encouraging that family member, that friend, that coworker, to come to us and just have that someone 

who can talk to them and walk them through what it might look like of, you know, getting back on their 

feet, whether that's with us or our step down program, which is the intensive outpatient program. We 

do only serve adults 18 and older, but that does not exclude older adults. So we are working with the 

facilities here who do serve older adults, because we can help provide that same stabilization for older 

adults. They often get overlooked, especially when it comes to the nursing homes in the assisted 

facilities here in Yuma, but if anyone has any questions about either service, you're more than welcome 

to come talk to me. Thank you.  

• Jessica Hubbard, Castle Dome Middle School Counselor 

• Sarah Bales, Health Services for Yuma School District One, I'm the director. We've been very busy so 

far this year. We started school on August 4. We do have 18 elementary schools and a preschool 

program. So we do touch a lot of lives in the community, not just the children, but parents. So a few 

updates for us this year, in October, we do have 10 new staff members in my department this year, and 

thanks to the support of our local Yuma County Health District, we will all be fully certified in Mental 

Health First Aid, which is the first year ever that we'll all have that certification as a team. So that's really 

exciting. And then again, with the support of them, we also immunized over 250 community members 

this summer in preparation for school, and I am happy to report that year over year, immunization 

compliance is much improved so far this year over last year.  

• Jen Hulbert, Yuma County Public Health District– As Ryan mentioned, we have our overdose data to 

action grant, and we just entered our new fiscal year. And with that being said, each time there is an 

agency update. From now on, I'll be sharing a resource too. So that's going to be my main focus today. 

It's going to be centered more on the private business sector. There is a link that Joanne will be sending 

out to the toolkit, and what it is, it's the opioid use disorder toolkit. What it has is it gives a very 

comprehensive approach for businesses to tackle this complex issue, where it has resources for the 

leadership, along with sample policies too, that they can look at so they can incorporate whether it is 

going to be more of that substance use related, also involving Naloxone too. One of the number one 

questions I get when I provide the trainings is I am nervous to have this on my site. I don't know about 

liability issues. Well, this walks you through it and gives you those Step by Step Check off lists. So that's 

wonderful. Aside from that, it also increases on the benefits to package for HR as well, to provide those 



resources it has it will connect you directly to third party such as the CDC, ADHS, SAMHSA, for resources, 

well for educational. It has webinars for employees too. And it is state specific. It is all centered around 

Arizona, and you can customize it however you would like, whether it's your business side all the way 

compared to your company culture, so it can align with your values too. Of course, as I said, it's going to 

be Miss Joanne will be sending it out, and you can come see me after the meeting as well. Thank you. 

• Maricela Hodges, National Community Health Partners, where we provide support for veterans within 

our community, for suicide prevention. Today I brought in a few flyers. They're placed right behind 

Reyes. If Reyes, you can raise your hand. They're behind him on the table. And what we're asking 

because this month is suicide prevention and awareness month, we're asking all agencies and our 

community to allow us to post flyers. This gives out information to the veteran if they're going through 

any type of mental health crisis, that there is hope and there is an agency that's willing to help them out. 

Just so you guys all know we also will be participating at the 911 heroes run this weekend, so I highly 

encourage everybody to go, stop by show support, if you can't booth at the event, and even come by 

our booth and say hi to us. If anybody has any questions or would like more information, please get with 

me afterwards. I didn't bring any business cards. But I have seen a few faces here, and some of you guys 

have attended some of our trainings too. So I also wanted to put out that we also offer those trainings 

for suicide prevention for free within our community. So if that's something your agency or your 

organization would like to co host with nchp, we would be happy to get with you and coordinate and get 

that situated and get going. Thank you. 

• Victoria Gonzalez, YCSO and YCJJC – As far as we had, we did have a big influx last month of inmates 

being booked in a lot with drug charges and mental health charges. I remember talking a little bit about 

that last month, and thankfully, we're back down to regular numbers, still higher numbers, but still 

regular numbers. So all the efforts that you all took to get release planning is taken care of probation 

violations, taken care of we really appreciate the support and help with that as. Well, we are continuing 

to work on our mental health collaboration with YPD, with the Public Health Department, to try to see 

what we can do about inmates being booked in under mental health situations. So we're going to 

continue to work on that, and for the rest of the year, I think that's going to be our main goal. Next year, 

we'll be focusing more on like what Ryan had mentioned the jail re entry program, so I will be reaching 

out to you all again for some more assistance and support with that. So thank you. 

• Robert Amola, Yuma County Sheriff's Office, detention Bureau, Lieutenant there pretty much what she 

said, we're working together with everything to try and make sure we do a positive impact on the 

community. 

• Amy Zia, MCAS with our substance assessment counseling services. - We provide services for active 

duty service members, not just our Marines. A little misconception out there in our community, as well 

as our spouses, retirees, veterans are on case by case scenario, depending on availability. With our our 

counseling services, there are staffing availability. We've just primarily been getting ready for, you know, 

river bin week and our trunk or treating that on base. Other than that, just looking forward to, hopefully 

within the next quarter or so, to get more active in our community, both myself and Virgil, my 

counterpart there.  



• Brian Quig, Homeland Security Investigations - I’m the Assistant Special Agent in Charge for and we 

deal with federal law enforcement in the Yuma area. 

• Lauren Spurlock, Yuma Union High School District - Specifically, I oversee the mastery of the arts 

program, and so I don't have any news. I'm really just here to learn and see how potentially there could 

be some work that our students do in this because I'm very interested in how our students could get 

involved in this type of work. So thank you for having me here. 

• Oswaldo Rodriguez, YCJJC – No updates for now either, but I'm very much appreciated for the 

invitation and the opportunity. 

• Martha Reminar, KOFA High School – I’m a school social worker. 

• Kelly Dale, Cibola High School - I'm the school social worker. 

• Chris Santore, Somerton High School - I am the school social worker. 

• Ben Reno, USBP - I'm a critical incident response canine handler. 

• Candace Brown, Marine Corps Air Station. NEMA –I'm the school liaison officer at. I don't have any 

updates to share, but just wanted to reiterate that if you're ever looking to if you are a school and you're 

ever looking to engage with the installation, whether it's because you have a concern or you're looking 

for a resource, or you have an idea on how we could partner to better support military connected 

students, I would be your person. Please reach out to me if you want my business. Come business card. 

I'd love to speak to you after today's meeting. Thank you. 

• Oscar Morales, Sector Chaplain, USBP -  No updates to report at this time, but what I want to do is 

thank you all for everyone that's in the room. So I look around, there are many of the health providers 

and different organizations that have, I've invited to come over and do presentations and provide 

training and do that for our team. That's very important, and it's been just a success. As I look around, I 

think about and Onvida, I think about, you know, Arizona Complete Health and and different 

organizations that have been out there. On a more serious note, thank you very much for your generous 

hospitality, because this is something that is very important. As you're all aware, you're here for a 

reason, and that reason is to serve the community in the best way that all your all your expertise and 

knowledge has been able to do so. Thank you once again for the very generous hospitality. Thank you. 

• Adriana Rodriguez, Peer Support Coordinator with US Customs and Border Protection, border patrol 

station as well, part of the resiliency program. Thank you everybody for having me. It's my first meeting. 

I'd like to thank my partner for bringing me.  

• Josh Dahl, I am the program manager over all the resiliency programs at Yuma sector, and also the 

care support coordinator. So my role is basically all of the mental, physical and emotional well-being of 

all of our 1100 employees here in Yuma sector. 



• Natalia Rosas, Student and I used to represent the Yuma scholarship organization, the pageantry here. 

However, I am no longer your miss, ocean to oceans teen, but just a regular high schooler. I've ended my 

reign, and I'm just here as a concerned high school student who wants to serve her community. Thank 

you so much. 

• Monique Slaughter, Why Vista Event Oct 1 4 pm 7 pm. Goal is to show the community who our 

students are.  

 

• Henry Gonzales, YUHSD – Health and wellness support for students and staff (just under 12K in Yuma). 

SROs, clinically trained social workers, and trained nurses are available to respond to drug-related 

issues. Appreciation to YCADC and all we do for our community, we make things happen. Looking 

forward to Red Ribbon Week activities. Enjoy collaborating with Arizona Complete Health QPR Question, 

Persuade, Refer Suicide Prevention training next month.   

• Sgt Cesar Peno, Yuma Police Department  

 

• Sgt Jeremy Daniels, Yuma Police Department, New RSO replacing Sgt Peno as he is getting promoted.   

 

 

YCADC UPDATES, Joanne Fiser, Executive Director YCADC 

• YCADC and other champions attended the Drug Summit in Chandler, AZ. The event was highly 

informative and featured keynote speakers from across the country along with key Arizona 

stakeholders. Knowledge is power—and our coalition is strong in our state. We encourage eve-

ryone to attend next year; this conference will strengthen your organization and, in turn, our 

community. 

• YCADC and the Drug Demand Reduction Outreach (DDRO) presented to TLCR and distributed 

about 100 resource items to attendees. TLCR was very welcoming and engaging. 

• We supported AWC’s welcoming event for new students and donated synch bags to over 300 

attendees. 

• YCADC was invited to present to YUHSD administrators about Red Ribbon Week. This meeting 

has generated presentations across Yuma County high schools, and we look forward to celebrat-

ing with them! 

 

Upcoming Event: Shelley Mellon, Chair  

 

• This Town Hall is focused on Preparing the Workforce Today for Careers of Tomorrow. De-

tails are on the back of today’s agenda. You will receive an email invitation following today’s 

meeting. October 10, 2025, in person.  

• Trick or Treat Scary and Safe Event on October 31, 2025, hosted by the Yuma Police Depart-

ment at the Yuma County Fairgrounds. This is a fundraiser for Special Olympics of Yuma. If 

you would like to participate, please contact Hayato.Johnson@yumaaz.gov. 



 

Appreciation: Shelley Mellon, Chair  

• A heartfelt thank-you to Jessica Valadez from Arizona Liquor License and Control for being our podcast 
guest. 
• Special thanks to DDRO for presenting at TLCR. 
• Thank you to our champion Beau Gonzalez, YUHSD Health & Safety Director, for the invitation to share 
about Red Ribbon Week.  You are a true champion for our students and community. 
• Thank you to our friend Ginny Legros! Ginny made the Be-A-Lifesaver Bags and has given us a 
Connection Challenge: Join Ginny’s Happy Hour on Instagram and Be-A-Lifesaver/Be-A-Link! The 
challenge is to share the ASK4HELP card with 3–4 people, then email Ginny at ycmhc1@gmail.com with 
your experience. 
 

 

Presentation: 

12:20 PM – Presentation by Monique Slaughter, Director of Counseling at Vista High School 

Good of Order:  

Adjourned: 

• Meeting adjourned 1:00 p.m. 

 
Vision:  The victimization caused by the misuse and abuse of alcohol, marijuana, tobacco, prescription 
and other drugs will be eliminated from the Yuma County by the community members.  

 
Mission:  To eradicate the misuse and abuse of alcohol, marijuana, tobacco, prescription and other 
drugs in Yuma County 

 

 


