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Cape Charles Museum Getting Back on Track After COVID-19 Disruptions

Story and Photo by Jim Ritch
What a year to become the new
president of the Cape Charles Historical Society.
Shortly after John Griffith took over
the controls from longtime president
Marion Naar in January, the state of
Virginia closed the society’s museum during the COVID-19 shutdowns.
The society’s big spring fundraiser, its
shrimp boil, had to be canceled. Donations dried up. The society’s executive
director left.
Now, Cape Charles’ museum and welcome center are getting back on track.
Griffith, a Cape Charles native
whose family operated Griff’s restaurant on Mason Avenue, reopened the
museum in July and staffs it himself
on Saturdays.
Wednesday at 10 a.m., the society
will hold its first formal board meeting
in months.
With donations coming in through
the museum, plus grants and membership gifts, the society is covering its
stripped-down expenses.
With no director and no paid moni-

tor to open the museum, the largest expense is now utilities, he said.
However, the museum is open only
on Saturdays, and a big fall fundraiser,
an oyster roast, is still running under
a yellow cautionary light. In the past,
the society has sold 250 tickets at $40
to $50 per ticket, but current state regulations would allow only up to 50 people to attend at one time.
A bit of good financial news is that
several major renovation projects were
completed in recent years, so the museum building is sound.
Last year, more than $40,000 was
spent to repoint bricks and repair the
museum’s exterior walls.
“We’re hoping all the big stuff is
done for now,” said Griffith.
Among those major projects was a
series of rail car donations following
the closing of the Bay Coast railroad
yard almost two years ago.
Several railcars and a locomotive
were donated to the museum, but the
museum had to pay to have the cars
moved into place.
“They were cutting track out as fast

Town of Accomac, Virginia

PROPOSED EXPENDITURES
FOR PERIOD Ending August 31, 2021

Waste Collection
Electric
Commissions
Salaries
Legal
Meetings
Printing & Publications
PO Box Rent
Dues
Auto Decals
Tax Prep
Insurance
Parade
Christmas
Donations
Litter Grant
Fire Grant
Telephone/DSL
Website
Office Water
Office Supplies
Landscaping
Sidewalks
Election
Storage/Rental
TOTAL

PROPOSED REVENUES
FOR PERIOD Ending August 31, 2021

$ 23,000
$ 45,000 Sales Tax
$ 25,000
$ 8,000 Real Estate Taxes
$ 4,000
$ 3,000 Personal Property Taxes
$ 2,000
$ 4,300 Auto Decals
$ 1,000
$ 1,000 Litter Grant
$ 15,000
$ 2,200 Fire Grant
$ 4,500
500 CATV Tax
$
$ 1,050
56 PPTRA
$
50
$
600 Rolling Stock
$
25
$
130 Interest
$
25
$
250 Misc- Permits
$
0
$
800 Art Festival
$
$ 11361
100 From Reserves
$
$ 87,011
200 TOTAL
$
150 Proposed Levy: $0.10 per $100.00 on real estate
$
& mobile homes
$ 1,000
$0.15 per $100.00 on personal
$ 15,000
property, machinery & tools
$ 1,700
$27.00 - automobile decals
200
$
400 Commonwealth of Virginia, Town of Accomac, to wit:
$
200 In accordance with the provisions of the Code of
$
125 Virginia, in such cases made and provided, notice
$
400 is hereby given that the Council of the Town of
$
500 Accomac will meet on August 26, 2020. Due to
$
$ 1200 COVID-19, public comments will be accepted via
email at townofaccomac@verizon.net or mail in
$ 87,011 request to P.O. Box 21 Accomac, VA 23301.
Richard Wallace, Mayor

John Griffith, president of the Cape Charles Historical Society, stands
with a caboose, one of six railcars and a locomotive held on a siding behind the Cape Charles Museum. Received and painted in 2001, the car is
one of several that need to be “re-refurbished,” Griffith said.
as we could get them out,” he said.
The society moved a locomotive to
its siding, but had to repair deteriorated switches and even replace some connecting tracks that had been removed.

Colonial Square 13C
Belle Haven

The repairs, plus rental of a large back
hoe that pushed the inoperable locomotive into place, came to about $20,000.
The cars currently lined up behind
the museum include a boxcar; tank,
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August 21, 2020 • Eastern Shore Post • 21
railway express, hopper, and flatbed
cars; and a caboose.
With finances on a tenuous but level path, Griffith hopes the society can
turn to projects such as developing a
new exhibit.
The museum’s central floor space
was occupied for the last two years by
four storyboards and several loaned
exhibition pieces about the former and
then-segregated Cape Charles Elementary School that served African
American children.
A history of the ferry boats that
Fr

e sh

sailed from Cape Charles had planned
to open this summer. The ships, which
underwent such major renovations
as being cut in half and expanded in
length, had unusual histories.
The ferry Northampton began its existence during the Second World War as
a landing ship tank (LST) that was designed for use in amphibious landings.
A second LST, also purchased from military surplus after the war, became the
fuel barge Kiptopeke, he said.
To volunteer or donate to the museum, visit www.capecharlesmuseum.org

seaFood

Cape
26507 Lankford Hwy.

Center
Cape Charles

Open 7 days a week
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

email: capecntr@msn.com

757-331-1541
Week of Aug. 22 - Aug. 28, 2020
Saturday
Fresh Local Drum Platter

$1499

Sunday
Fresh Flounder Platter

$1999

Monday
Homemade Meatloaf

$1099

Tuesday
Hot Turkey Sandwich

$1099

Auto Glass
FAST!
We will work with your
insurance company!
And, we can give you
a lifetime warranty
for just $

25!

#1

Wednesday
4 St. Louis Ribs
Thursday
Chicken Parmesan
Friday
Petite Crab Imperial

Proud to become the
Glass Company on Delmarva!

$1099
$999
$1499

FREE estimates!

ACCOMAC Go-Glass.com
757.787.1900

Town of Bloxom Proposed Budget 9/1/2020 - 8/31/2021

Receipts
Taxes (RE & PP)
Sales Tax
Town Decals
ANEC
Police Fines
Business License
Building Permits
Communication Tax
Trash Fees
Fire Grant
Litter Grant
Misc.
CD Int.
COVID-19
TOTAL

$32,300.00
30,000.00
2,500.00
1,500.00
15,000.00
200.00
50.00
3,700.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
400.00
9,000.00
$121,650.00

Expenses
Clerk Salary
Trash Collection
Office/Misc.
Telephone/Internet
ANEC
Clean Up
Legal Fees
Public Safety Exp.
Police Maintenance
Police Officer/Misc.
Fire Program
COVID-19
Capital Reserve
TOTAL

$7,500.00
16,000.00
6,000.00
2,100.00
9,000.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
48,300.00
8,000.00
2,500.00
10,000.00
9,000.00
250.00
$121,650.00

Bus. Lic.: - $30, Decals: $27 Car/Truck, $25 Motorcycle, $8 Trailer. A public hearing on the proposed
budget will be held on August 25, 2020, at 7:00 PM, followed by the Town Council Meeting.
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FOR YOU
LINWOOD T. JOYNER II, M.D.

Welcoming
new patients

RIVERSIDE EASTERN SHORE
FAMILY MEDICINE
10085 William F. Bernart Circle
Nassawadox, Virginia

Dr. Joyner enjoys
the opportunity to care
for his patients across
generations as a family
medicine physician.
Take care of your
health and schedule your
appointment today.

757-442-6600

riversideonline.com/joyner
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