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Erhard. Gerstenberger

The catechism of Leviticus 19, however, places this “sanctification” into a
different context. A specific sacrificial ceremony or even a concrete cultic
occasion is no longer the focus. At issue is daily life as such, which is to be
oriented commensurate with Yahweh’s own holiness. One might say that
just as the believer must submit to “sanctification” in any preparation for a
cultic encounter with Yahweh, that is, must avoid any deleterious forces, so
also does Leviticus 19 insist that “believers’ entire lives” should consist of
actions that please God and spurn evil. This view of things emphatically
includes a person’s ethical, social, and legal disposition, which perhaps plays

a role In ritual sanctification as well.
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